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October f 177$. 

December 6\ , 

THE House resumed the adjourned committee of the 
preceding day. 

Mr. Burke condemned the great impropriety of the dis-* 
cretionary poWer given to the commissioners, by the last clause^ 
of pardoning or refusing to accept of submission^ 

Mr. Fielde pursued the same idea, and said it was a power 
of such a nature, as ought not, on any account, to be trusted 
to any set of men in a free government. It was a power 
vested in the Sovereign on certain occasions, but still his mi- 
nisters were looked upon as responsible to Parliament for the 
due exercise of it 5 whereas, by the present bill, that controul 
being given up, the commissioners would be left at liberty to 
commit every enormity human nature was capable of com- 
mitting, with perfeft impunity. 

Mr. Bayly against the clause ; said it gave persons a power 
to rob him and the West-India merchants of their property ; 
that the present ministry, not content with their places, and 
their monstrous, undeserved emoluments and douceurs of 
office, went to war, in order to fill the pockets of their friends 
and hungry dependants. 

Lord North said, he did not know he had done any thing 
which merited the honourable member's resentment, who 
spoke last, unless his displeasure was called f otv\i oix \v\& t^* 
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4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775 

fusing to let him vacate his stot last session, in order to enter 
again into contest with his antagonist. As the honourable 
gsfitleman Wid he was unjust, unmerciful, oppressive, &tf. 
he supposed the whole charge might be well attributed to the 
refusal now alluded to. 

Captain Luitrell supported it, declaring, much as he dis- 
liked the bill in gross, he would rather every other part of it 
should pass into a law, than that they should refuse to in- 
demnify your officers, for carrying punftually into execu- 
tion such positive orders, as they have received from their 
superior officers, or that have ac^ed uprightly according to 
their conscience, and the best of their understandings. Where 
such orders have been discretional, he said, in either of those 
cases. Parliament were bound in honour to proteft them ; 
but if any there were, who had exercised their power wan- 
tonly, cruelly, or arbitrarily, he trusted they would be ame- 
nable, both to the martial and comnwn law of thfs land. 
Captain Luttrcll proposed several amendments to the aft, 
which were accepted ; the House agreeitig, from the argu- 
ments he used, they would make the bill more perfeft. The 
substance of these amendments were, that the vice-admiralty 
courts should have power to sell such part of the seizures, as 
were perishable commodities, by public sale, for the clear 
amount of which, only the captors should be answerable to 
the claimants, if the ships were discharged ; that the parties 
appealing from the decisions of the vice-admiralty courts 
abroad, should give notice to the said court within six months 
after condemnation passed \ that they had appealed in Eng- 
land, and then the money would not be shared abroad, till 
that time was elapsed : and to prevent any aftion being 
brought against the captors, for detaining vessels belonging 
to any persons, colony, or plantation, that had returned to 
their duty, without proof being made, that they had notice 
of the issuing a proclamation, as the aft direfts. These 
amendments being received, Captain Luttrell desired to be 
understood, that he did not mean to give his sanftion to the 
bill passing into a law ; but as of two evils he would chuse 
the least, so he preferred the bill in its present shape, to the 
shape in which it was first introduced ; that he lamented, 
Ve were going to adopt intercourse by bill in America, in 
lieu of intercourse by commerce ; that now, for the first 
moment, he believed we should make America an inde- 
pendent state ; for after passing this aft, he thought it im- 
possible, there would be found, from one extremity of that 
gre^t continent to the other, a man or boy, who from this 
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peculiar mark of oppression, must not of course be the natu«* 
ral> and probably the avowed enemy, to the unjust and im«* 
politic coercive exercise against them by Great-Britain. 

Sir Grev Cooper then offered a clause, in order to relieve the 
West -India islands, relative to lumber, &c. He said, if the 
clause did not go to the full extent wished for, it went as far 
as it could be properly carried^ consistent with the tenof of 
the bill. 

Mr. JSqyiy opposed the clause, as of no use ; iaid the "West* 
][ndia merchants were expected with a petition to-morrow, 
and looked upon this defe£tive clause, which imported 
nothing, to be insidiously foisted in, in oi'der to defeat the 
intended petition. The clause was received, and the bill 
ordered to be reported to-morrow. 
December 7. 

Mr. Hartley. I must entreat the candour and patience 
of the House this day, as I feel myself under an unusual 
anxiety and agitation, not simply from bashfulness of speak- 
ing in public, or before this House, which has always been 
very indulgent to me, (mofe than I can deserve) but from 
the greatness of the objeft, in which, though a very private 
individual, I presume to interfere ; aii obj^A, upon which 
not only the rate of our own times, but of all future ages, 
bofli in this country and America will depend. Coming 
in this state of mind to the House, 1 Confess that 1 re- 
ceived no slight additional shock, when I heard that this 
day is marked by one of the greatest looses that this country 
can sustain, in the death of a great naval commander, (Sir 
Charles Saunders) who has carried the empire of the British 
flag to the highest point of glory, a name well known to 
America, not only on our common element the ocean, but 
as an earnest and zealous friend to the ^ constitutional and 
civil rights of America. Though an individual may feel the 
loss of a private friend in him, vet that is buried in the 
public loss. He was every man's friend. He was a friend to 
his country. And only for himself may his death be thought 
happy, in this at least, that he has not outlived the glories 
of his country, which was the anxiety of his latest hours j 
neither will his memory outlive its just and constant tribute 
of veneration and gratitude from every part of our domi- 
nions. Having discharged this poor personal tribute of respeft 
and affeftion to his memory, and having entreated the candour 
of the House to myself, I will endeavour to explain the sub- 
stance of the proposition^ which I shall offer to you to-day. 

As there is nodiing which I have so much at heart as to 
i;ee some amicable termination o{ oux \u:ika:<gr^ ^v^>^\.^ 
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with America, I take the liberty of troubling you once more 
with some propositions of pacification, adapted, as nearly as 
I can judge, to the presetat state of things. When the ob- 
taining a revenue was the professed objedl, as it was the only 
objefl professed last yeai*, I then offered to the House, with 
^eat deference, niy sentiments upon that subjeft, and drew 
up a plan for a letter of requisition, according to the accus- 
tomed and constitutional mode, and suited, as nearly as I 
cduld judge, to the nature of our connexion with the colonies. 
To this i^an of contributing ffeely upon requisition, America 
has again declared her assent, in the petition to the King, 
which I moved to have laid before you the other day. That 
petition has been ungraciously dismissed, without notice ot 
answer, though it contains ev^ry thing that this country de- 
mands from America. There is supply upon requisition, if 
you will have it. No, says the noble Lord at the head of the 
treasury^ we arc ready to dispense with the consideration of 
supply, but our authority has been insulted. We must have 
«atisfa(5l:ion for that. Then say what satisfaftion for the point 
of honour you would have •, for the petitic»i to the King goes 
beforehand with your demands in that point too. They ask 
for no terms of reconciliation inconsistent with the dignity of 
this country. What can th^y say more ? There is supply of- 
fered, if you will have it. There is satisfaftion offered to 
your honour, if you will put them to the test. 

Sir, as I take the ground of my propositions for pacification 
from the petition of the general congress to the King, which 
now lies upon your table, I beg that it may now be read.* 



« It vras read. PETITION of the CONGRESS. 

September 4th, 1775. 
To the KING'S Most Excellent MajEstIT. 



Mort gracious Sorer elgny 

"WE your Majesty *s faithful subjefts of the 
olonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Jay, Rhode Island and Prgvidence Plalita- 
bns, Conne&icut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, the counties of Newcastle, 
[ent, and Sussex in Delaware, Maryland, 
Hrginia, North and South Carolina, in be- 
lalf of ourselves and the inhabitants of these 
olonies, who have deputed vs to represent 
hem in general congre**, entreat your Ma- 
5sty*s gracious attention to tUis.our humble 
etition. 

The union between our mother-country 
nd these colonies, and the energy of mild 
nd just government, produced beneftts so re- 
ftrXrabJjr im'poiizwXy and afforded such a^ur- 
■e af theit permanency and increase, that 
^ronder and envy of other nsLtions were | 



excited J while they beheld Great Britain ris. 
ing to a power the most extraordinary the 
world had ever known. Her rivals observing, 
that there was no probability of this happy 
conQcdion being broken by civil dissensions, 
and apprehending its future effects, if left any 
longer undisturbed, resolved to prevent her 
receiving so continual and formidable an ac- 
cession of wt'aJth and strength, by «:hecking 
the growth of these settlements, from which 
they were to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this atternpt, events 
so unfavourable to the design took place, that 
every friend to the interest of Great Britain 
and these colonies, entertained pleasing «nd 
reasonable expedations of seeing an additionU 
force and extension immediately given to the 
operations of the imion hitherto experienced 
by <xn enlargemeut of the dominions of the 

ciown. 
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The House having heard this most dutiful and affectionate 
petition to the King from their fellow-subjects in America, 
. humbly supplicating his Majesty to become the mediator of 



crown, and the removal of* ancient and war- 
like enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefors, of the late 
war, the most glorious and advantageous that 
ever had been carried on Ky British arms, 
yout loyal colonies, having contributed to its 
success by such repeated and strenuous exer- 
tions as frequently procured them the distin- 
guished approbation of your Majesty, of the 
late King, and of I'arliament, doubted not 
but that they should be permitted, with the 
rest of the empire, to share in the blessing of 
peace, and the emoluments of vitJ^ory and 
conquest. While these recent and hi»noura- 
ble acknowledgements of their merits remained 
on record in the journals and uds of that au- 
V gust legislature, the Parliament, undefaced by 
the imputation, or even t 'e suspicion of any 
offence, they were alarmed by a new system 
of statutes and rjCgulations, adopted for the 
administration of the colonies, that filled their 
minds with the most painful fsars and jealou- 
sies; and, to their inexpressible astonishment, 
. perceived the dangers of a foreign quarrel 
quickly succeediHl by domestic dangers, in 
iheir judgment, of a mon- d.eadlul kind. 

Nor w^jic ll^3ir ar.xit.-lUs alleviated by any 
tendency in this system to j)roniMte the wel- 
fare of the mother-country ; for tliouph its 
effe^s were more immediately fjlt by tham, 
yet, its influence, appeared to be injurious to 
the com Tierce and prosperity of Great Britain. 
We shall decline the ungateful task of de- 
scribing the irksome variety of artifices prac- 
tised by many of your Majesty's miiiisterw, 
the delusive pretences, fruitic^s terrors, and 
unavajlint; scveritiefj, whirh have from time 
to time been dc^lt out by them in their at- 
temi>ts to execute this .ini)).'»Iitic jilan, or of 
tracing through a series of years past, the 
progress of the unhappy differences betwi*en 
Great oritain and these colonit^, which have 
flowed fr jni this fatal s<^nrce. Your Majesty's 
Minister's persevering in their measurers and 
proeeedinn; to open hostilities for enforcing 
tiiemy have compelled us to urn) in our ow.'i 
defence, and have engajjcnl u«j in a cmtroversy 
80 peculiarly abhorrent from the affeduon of 
your still faithful colonists, that when we con- 
sider whom we muu opjKisc in this contes*, 
and if it continues, what niay be the conse- 
quence •, our own particulai- misforiinies*are 
accounecd by us only as parts of our distress. 
fLnowiug to what violent re^sntnicnls ^nd 



incurable animo-ities civil discords an 
exasperate and inflame the contending 
we think oui selves required by indisf 
obligations to Almij(hty God, to your 
ty, to our fellow subjefls, and ourseh 
mediately to use all the means in our 
not incompatible with our safety, for s' 
the further effusion of blood, and for a 
the impending calamities that threat 
British empire. Thus called upon to 
your Majesty on affairs of such mon 
America, and probably to all your don 
we are earnestly desirous of pefbrmi 
office with the utmost deference to yo 
jesty, and we therefore pray that you 
magnamity and benevolence may m: 
most favourable construdrions of our 
sions on so uncommon an occasion. 

Could we repi-esent, in their full for 
senhments which agitate the minds 
your dutiful subjefts, we are persuade 
Majesty would ascribe any seeming de 
from reverence, in our language, and « 
our condud, not to reprehensible int< 
but to the i«ij;;<>sib lity of reconcili 
usual appearances of n.'speA. with a just 
tioi) to our pror.ervati<m against thos* 
and cruel tnenjie=«, who abase your.roy 
fid.mce and authority for the purpose of 
ing onr do«!trud^io.i. 

Attacheci to your Maje^Jty's person, 
and govern m'-nt, with all the dcvoti< 
principle and uTeition can inspire, con 
with Great Hritain by the strongest ti 
can unite societies, and deploring everj 
that tendi in aih' degree to weaken 
we sou^mnly a-<ur(» your M.ijciSty, that 
only nv)3i it, di'titi// di'shc the former h 
hetu'eci her and these colonies may here 
but that a rotLOiul nuik^ he tstablished b< 
thera, upon so firm a basis, as to perpeti 
blessings, lujiutcrrupted by any future 
sions to sisocoediiig g-^neratiorjs inboth 
trios •, and to transmit your Majesty "s n 
posterity, adorned with that signal and 
glory that has attendetl i\\e memory of 
illu'^trious per-onage<<, whose virtues an< 
ties have e;<tricat3d states from dangeroi 
vulsions, and by securing happiness to 
have er**»^ed the mos' noble and durab 
numents to their own fnine. 

We beg leave further to assure vav 
jesty, that, uot,vi\xVvs\A.v\^\v\'^ >^l\^ "^^-^ 
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of peace between them and their parent state, I hope that 
this, added to all the remembrance of our former friend- 
ships ; to all the ties of consanguinty, and derivation firom 
one common Sitock, by which we claim a joint inheritance 
and equal right, to peace, liberty, and safety, will carry 
some ravourable influence upon the heart of this House} 
and above all, I trust, that a compassionate fellow-feeling for 
the dbtresses of our American brethren, surrounded hj all 
the horrors of war and desolation, added to the gloomy con- 
sideration that these evils may not be far from our own gates» 
will dispose this House to seek, with a willing mind, :the res- 
toration of peace, as the only means to prevent the further cf* 
fusion of blood, and to avert those endless calamities, and 
those ruinous convulsions which threaten every part of these 
dominions. In these circumstances it should seem well be*- 
coming the magnanimity and moderation of Parliament, to 
endeavour to point out some definite mode and terms of 
reconciliation^ in compliance with the prayer of that peti- 
tion, pursuing the same spirit of peace which breathes 
through every line of it, and as a merited return for that 
confidential and respeftful deference, by which they refiar 
implicitly to his Majesty's wisdom and justice the mode 
and terms of accommodation, declaring in the most mi- 
reserved manner, that notwithstanding all their sufierings^^ 



re^nt controversy, our breasts retain too teii- 
sr a regard for the kingdom from which we 
srive onr origin, to request such a reconcilia- 
on, as might in any manner be inconsistent 
ith her dignity or her welfare. These, related 
( we are to her, honour and duty as well as 
icliaation, induce us to support and advance, 
ad the apprehensions that now oppress our 
r^rts, with unspeakable grief, Being once re- 
loved, your Majesty will find your faithful 
ibjeds, on this continent, ready and willing at 
II times, as they have ever been, with their 
fes §wl fortunes, to assert and maintain the 
]ghts and mterests rf your Majesty, and of' our 
lother countru. 

We therefore beseech your Majesty, that 
our royal authority and influence may be 
raciously interposed, to procure us relief 
t>m our affliding fears and jealousies, occa- 
oncd by the system before-mei)tioned, and 
1 settle peace throughout every part of your 
oiniiiions, with all humility submitting to 
our Majesty^s wise consideration, whether it 
lay not be cxi)edient, for fmcilttating these 
Important pur)Mises, that your Migesfy be 
"irxat/Zi/ direct nfm$ mode fy which ^ united 



afplication ofyourfakJ^l colonists to the throne, 
in pursuance of their oomm^on councils, may 
be improved into a happy and permanent recon* 
dilation : and that in the mean time measures 
be taken for preventing the further destruc- 
tion of the lives of your Majesty *s subje6l% 
and that such statutes as more immediately 
distress any of your Majesty^s colonies, be re- 
pealed. For, by such arrangements your 
Majesty^s wisdom can form, for co^lleding the 
united sense of your American people, we 
are convinced your Majesty would receive such 
satisfsidoiy proofs of the disposition of the co- 
lonists towards their Sovereign and the parent- 
state, that the wished for opportunity would 
soon be restored to them, of evincing the sin« 
cerity of their professions,, by every testimony, 
of diiHttitm hecomifig the most dvtiful sulffedis, 
and the most affectionate colouists. 

That your Majesty may enjoy a long and 
prosperous reign, and that your descendants 
may govern tlie dominions, with honour to 
themseWe<i, and ■< liappiness to their subjed^t, 
is our skicere- aj^ fejqvent prayer. 

JOHN HANCOCKL. 
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they retain too tender a regard for the kingdom from whkh 
they derive their origin^ to request such a reconciliation as 
might in any manner be inconsistent with her dignity or 
weBare, and that his Majesty will fiiid his faithfrd subjedb 
in America, ready at all times, as they have ever been, with 
their lives and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights and 
interests of his Majesty and of their mother-country. These 
are the united words of North America; and surely. Sir, 
they contain every compliance and concession which can be 
demanded of them from this country. 

It is upon these grounds that the proposals, which will ht 
referred to your consideration to-day, are construfted. As 
I made a proposal last year, for an accommodation of our 
unhappy disputes with America, upon the grounds on which 
they were then declared to stand by the noble Lord at the 
head of the treasury, viz. that of raising a substantial reve- 
nue, I could wish to add a supplemental word, and t& en- 
deavour to meet the difficulties in which we arc now declared 
to be involved, upon the new ground which the noble Lord 
has this year taken, by his declaration that revenue is not 
the present objeft, and that we would now make peace with 
America, without any other consideration, than a just and 
honourable reparation to our authority, for those affi'onts 
which it has sustained in the course of that resistance, to 
which the colonies have been so imprudently driven. The 
noble Lord's words, at the beginning of the session, were to 
this efFeft : Would to God, that all things were in the same 
state, in which they were in 1 763 ; I will endeavour to join 
issue with hinii upon those terms ; for though I think, that 
the ministry of this country have been at all times the ag- 
gressors, yet for the restoration of peace between the two 
nations, I think it not unreasonable to eicpe^t from America 
some concession to the national honour of this country. It 
must be acknowledged, in jusjtice to the Americans, that they 
have offered beforehand, and of their own motion, to make 
any reasonable sacrifice to the national dignity. I shall take 
them at their word, and I think myself entitled, under their 
own declaration, to offer, what I hope, will appear to be no 
more than tenns reasonable in themselves. This oShr from 
them, to make any reasonable concession to the national ho- 
nour, is a fiill proof of their sincere desire for peace. The 
justice of this nation, on the other hand, I ant sure, will not 
require of them any such concessions, for the sake of a treach- 
erous peace, as may hereafter be inconsistent with their na- 
tional liberty or safety. 

B 4 \ ^'a^a^.^ 
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I should naturally proceed to state the proposition of ac- 
commodatiouj but I must trespass upon the House for a few 
parcliminary words on the subjeft of revenue ; for notwith- 
standing the noble Lord's declaration in the beginning of the 
session, I find that a hankering after a revenue still' lurks 
in our heart. You may have that revenue, if you will re- 
ceive it in a constitutional way, otherwise than that you never 
will, nor never ought to have it. Even if you could make 
out your right to tax America, yet justice, which is above 
all rights, requires that you should abandon that supposed 
right. It is the prerogative of th& Commons of Eng- 
land to give and grant by their own representatives. The 
Commons, of Ireland possess the same prerogative. The 
Commons of America have ever enjoyed the same. Had 
every thing been the direft contrary, that even the right 
of taxing unrepresented America had been undisputed, and 
the exercise customary and notorious ; I contend that when 
the oppression and grievances of unrepresented taxation 
had been laid before the Parliament, that it would have been 
their bounden duty to have reftified their constitutions 
to our own model, If we boast, that taxation by represen*^ 
tation is the prerogative blessing of our own constitution, rea- 
son and justice demand that we should have given the same 
to every part of the empire •, and that we should measure out 
to others, as we have measured out for ourselves, for reason 
and justice are above all human rights. That government 
which maintains its own self-interested claims upon its own 
subjects, contrary to the laws of reason and justice, is no 
better than specious tyranny. America asks no more than 
the continuance of those privileges which they have always 
enjoyed. . They offer to this country their lives and fortunes, 
when the requisition is laid before them in the constitutional 
way. The same offers are very particularly expressed by the 
several colonies of New- York, New-Jersey, Philadelphia, 
and Virginia, in the course of theiFpublic declarations during 
the last summer : therefore, the readiness of aU America to 
contribute their proper proportions in a constitutional way, 
13 beyond dispute. It is the greatest injustice and traduftion 
of the colonies to accuse them of backwardness to contribute, 
or not to give them the merit of their incessant offers for the 
future, whenever called upon in a constitutional way. 

However I shall not enlarge upon the doftrine of requi- 
sitiwis in contrast with compulsory. taxation, but I shall leave 
that upon the footing on which I endeavoured to state it on the 
draught of a letter of requisition, in our debates of the last 

year } 
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year ; only remarking, that the introduction of requisitions 
in the time of peace is novel, ana therefore must be expected 
to be attended with many consequential alterations in the 
constitutional connection of the colonies with this country, 
i mean upon the restrictions of their trade, which have 
hitherto been always accepted as an equivalent to pecuniary 
contributions. If we should put the colonies upon a new 
footing of money contribution, in the time of peace, there 
can be no doubt, but that this country will think them en- 
titled to relaxations in trade, in proportion as they contri- 
bute. I have no doubt, but that in future times, we shall 
come to be convinced of the narrowness of that policy, which 
thinks to cherish trade by restrictions. We shall sec many 
of these poor expedients, in the same Hght as we now 
viewuhe little poUcy of queen Elizabeth's reign, about cor- 

rMrations, apprentices, poor laws, &c. Therefore,, though 
might not have been the first proposer of this new system of 
contribution to peace requisitions, yet I think it promises to 
open a more liberal system than what we are attached to now. 
The intercourse of one common cause, in the common de- • 
fence of the whole empire, may form a new and salutary con- 
nexion between Great Britain and her colonies, instead of 
that connexion by grievous restraints, which will become 
more galling, and appear more absurd every day. We shall 
have at least the^ choice of two modes of receiving their assist- 
ance, which we may exercise according to the discretion of 
the case, sometimes through the channel of trade, sometimes 
ihrough supply ; the option may be easily adjusted, without 
either strangulating the hand of industry, or closing the hand 
of contribution. Ireland, besides providing for its owji in- 
ternal establishment, provides annually for the compon de- 
fence, a considerable number of men for the land service* 
America may contribute to our naval supply, being that part 
of the common concern which forms the common bond of 
connexion between us. Seamen, ships, or naval stores may 
be the contribution of America. Having said thus much 
upon the subjeft of requisition, in addition to what I' offered 
last year, I will come to the main objedt of the motion, 
which I shall have the honour of offering to the house this 
day, of drawing out some line of accommodation, by which 
satisfaction can be made to the honour of this country, and 
that the colonies may be restored to their condition in 1763^ 
according to the noble Lord's own proposal. If there be, on 
the part of administration, any sincere desire of peace, I will 
endeavoiu* to join i^sue with the noble Lord| and to offec 
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temis of accommodation, by which, if the ministry will con- 
sent to replace America to their state of 1763, 1 shall, on the 
other part, propose that America shall give fiiU satisfaction 
to the point of honour, and I think myself authorised to en- 
gage for every thing that can in reason be required from the 
Americans, under that declaration in their petition to the 
King, that they do not even wish for reconciliation, not- 
withstanding all their distresses, upon terms inconsistent with 
the dignity of Great Britain. Taking my ground from this 
declaration, I shall propose a recognition, not in words, but 
in fpA, which should efiedhially replace the authority of this 
country (be it more or less, without any individious line drawn) 
where it was in 1763. The test, which I shall propose, will 
be the registering some aft of parliament by the assembly of 
each province, supposing the aft of parliament in view, to 
be formed upon principles of justice, and such as the colonies 
would have received with a silent and thankful compliance m 

All recognitions in words being unavoidably both invidiout 
and insidious, a test bringing no line of authority or obe- 
dience into question, would be the only safe proposition. 
The Americans shall be as they were in 1763, if they will 
likewise admit an aft of test, such as they would not have had 
the least scruple to have admitted in 1763. Let us throw a 
Teil over all the theoretical disputes of the rights of subjefls, 
either as colonists or as men at large 5 let tis not discuss the 
rights reserved, or supposed to be reserved, at their emigration^ 
tHbether tacitly or explicitly ; let mutual concessions on both 
sides bring the two parties together ; let the Americans be 
replaced where they were in 1763, if they will admit and 
register in their assemblies, such an aft of parliament as they 
tli^selves shall confess that they would have admitted in 
1763. It is not an unreasonable question to make to America, 
that they should treat an aft of parliament flowing from 
principles of general humanity and justice with a different 
reception to what has been given to afts of grievance. 

It is certainly dangerous to disturb questions of the rights " 
and extent of empire and obedience, because, after that, even 
afts of acquiescence may be construed to involve hazardous 
concessions, supposed to be included in the principles which 
kave been brouglit under contest. But in the state o( human 
afi^irs, we must not always be too scrupulous. Something 
must be given up for peace. A civil war never comes too 
late. Let the Americans take their situation as it was in 
I7^3f foJ^ better and for worse. In the present miserable 

prospeft 



A- 1775- DEBATES. it 

prospeft of thingsi that is a fair and equitable bargain. The 
objeA of the a£t of parliament to be proposed to Amerioiy 
may be perhaps in the event the abolition, but at present can 
only be considered as th^ first step to corre& a vice, which 
has spread through the continent of North Americai contrary 
to the laws of God and man, and to the fundamental principle 
of the British constitution. That vice is slavery. It would be 
infinitely absurd to send over to America an a£t to abolish sla« 
very at one word, because, however repugnant the practice may 
be to the laws of morality or policy, yet to expel an evil which 
has spread so far, and which has been suffered for such a length 
of time, requires information of hfks and circumstances aod 
the greatest discretion to root it out ; and moreover^ the ne* 
cessary length of settling such a point, would defeat the end 
of its being proposed as an aA of compromise to settle the 
present troubles ; therefore the aA to be proposed to Am^- 
rica, as an auspicious beginning to lay the first stone of uni- 
v^sal liberty to mankind, should be what no American 
could hesitate an instant to comply with. viz. That every 
slave in North America should be entitled to his trial by 
jury in all criminal cases. America cannot refuse to accept 
and to enroll such an z(t as this, and thereby to re-establidi 
peace and harmony with the parent state. Let us all be 
re-united in this, as a foundation to extirpate slavery from 
the face of the earth. Let those who seek justice and liberty 
for themselves, give that justice and liberty to their fellow* 
creatures. With respeft to the idea of putting a final period 
to slavery in North America, it should seem best, that 
when this country had led the way by the aft for, jury, 
that each colony, knowing their own peailiar circumstances, 
should undertake the work in the most practicable way, 
and that they should endeavour to establish some system, 
by which slavery should be in a certain term of years abo- 
llshed. Let the only contention henceforward between 
Great Britain and America be, which shall exceed the other 
in zeal for establishing the fundamental rights of liberty to all 
mankind. 

Sir, before I make my motions I will just give you a. 
breviate of them in the order in which I shall ofer them to 
the House. They speak for themselves. The first b for a 
suspension of arms during the treaty of pacification, for 
how can men deliberate with the bayonet at the breast ? 
How can they treat with freedom while their towns arc 
sacked, when daily instances of injustice and oppression 
disturb the slower operations of reason«--ThA ^^i^^tA S& \£> 
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jrestore the right of erefting an assembly and councB to the 
r colony of Afessachu^et's Bay, whose charter you have con- 
fiscated. As I wish to aft the part of a mediator, to soften 
'miatters between irritated parties, and not to require any 
•concessions that might even he thought too humiliating, I 
>liaveL been very cautious in this second motion. Thinking 
Ute I do, that this cpuntry (I should say* the ministry of 
•this country) has been the aggressor in every thing 5 I might 
JDOve for a total repeal of the charter aft, but instead of 
that, I simply ask for no more than is absolutely necessary 
to proceed by mutual concessions, by putting the proscribed 
•colonies in a capacity of reconciliation. Give them an as- 

• temblyand council, and when they have registered the aft 
.•for jury to slaves, let not only the charter aft be ipso facto 

repealed, but all other afts since 1763. These are my 

third and fourth motions. — Let there be no ambiguity ; let 
every thing be definite. When your authority is replaced as 
k was in 1 763 ; let the colonies likewise be replaced as they 
-were in 1763 without equivocation or abatement. I pro- 
pose to you fair and equitable terms, as a dispassionate me- 
diator. If I required of you to repeal and rescind every 
aft unconditionally, I might be thought a partizan and not 
a mediator, but in every thing that is consistent with justice 

il would wish mOst scrupulously to consult the dignity of this 
country. The part of a mediator between a parent-state 
and its colonies, is to aiFord to the one an honourable oc- 
casion of exerting its justice and generosity, and to restore 
to the other the wished-for opportunity of evincing the sin- 
cerity of their professions by every testimony of devoticm 
becoming the most dutiful subjedh, and the most afieftionate 
colonists. Could I but hope that you would allow a plan of 
mutual ccmcession and pacification to proceed thus far, who 

•would not run foremost in an aft of oblivion ? It would be the 
blessed olive branch of peace, and a festival of commemora- 
tion to our latest posterity. — As to my last motion, for re- 

•' quisitions, it is to the same intent with a draiFt of a 
letter of requisition which I had the honour of oflFering to 
the House last year, and which, if they had accepted, (in- 

' stead of the noble Lord's compulsory proposition) all might 

-have been peace now \ for the Americans have again assured 

• his Majesty in their petition, which is now before you, that 
whcnerver requisitions are made in the accustomed and con- 
stitutional way, that they will be ready and willing, as they 

. ever have been, with their lives and fortunes, to assert and 
maintain the interests of his Majesty and of their mother- 
country* 
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country. I have put it In order, as the last resolution, to 
take away every idea of constraint, and to reinstate the 
commons of America in the inestimable privilege of freely 
giving and granting their own property as the commons or* 
Great Britain and of Ireland do, and as the Americans have 
always hitherto done. They never have been reluctant to con»i 
tribute their full proportion to the common defience in a con»* 
^titutional way. ; 

This, Sii^, is the substance of my propositions. I hope the: 
plan may be thought definite, satisfactory, and practicable. It 
will be a test of sincerity to bodi sides.—- The objects of the jdaii 
are, to support the dignity of Great Britain as the parent state» 
to afibrd redress of grievances to America, to restore peace to: 
this distracted empire, and to re*unite its common interestr 
and exertions into one common xause« 

Hembyfed, 

** That ':ZA address be presented to his Majesty, humbly set« 
ting forth, that his Majesty*s subje^ in North America, hav*? 
ing, in the most dutiful manner, laid their grievances before 
his Majestyi and having humbly besought the gracious inter« 
position of *his royal authority' and influence to procure them 
relief fi^om their afflicting fears and jealousies, and having 
in the most earnest terms declared their attachment to hi»- 
persdn, family, and government, with all the devotion that 
principle and afiedtion can inspire; and having- s(demnly 
assured his Majesty, that conneftcd with Great Britain by 
the strongest ties that can unite societies, and deploring 
every event that tends in any degree to weaken them, thejr 
not only most ardently desire that the former harmony may 
be restored between them, but that a concord may be esta- 
blished upon so firm a basis, as .to perpetuate its blessingSf 
uninterru^ed- by any future dissensions, to succeeding gene* 
rations' in both countries ; and having farther assured his 
Majesty, that notwithstanding their suflFcrings, during the 
coarse of the present controversy, their breasts retain too 
tender a regard for the kingdom from which they derive 
their origin, to request such a reconciliation as might in any 
manner be inconsistent with her dignity or her welfare ; and 
that the apprehensions which now oppress their hearts with 
unspeakable grief being once removed, his Majesty will find 
his faithful subjefts in America, ready and willing at dl 
timesj as they* ever have been, with their lives and ibrtune% 
'to assert and -maintain the rights and interests of his Majesty^ 
$md of, their mother-country; and having, with all humility, 
submitted to fats Majesty's wise comideradon, vrfac^Jb^n^'^s^ 
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not be expedient that his Majesty be pleased to direO: some 
mode, by whic& the united application of his colonists ma^ 
be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation, 
his.£uthful Commons humbly beg leave to represent, that 
liowever . well disposed his Majesty's subjects in America 
may be, according to their most earnest professions to return 
to their former obedience and constitutional dependence, yet 
that the horrors of war and bloodshed raging in their coun-« 
try, must drive them to distraction and despair; and fur- 
ther, his faithful Commons beg leave to recommend it to his 
Majesty's parental consideration, that a return to their duty» 
of their own free mind and voluntary compliance, would insure 
a more cordial and permanent reconciliation, than any reluc- 
tant submission, which, through much bloodshed of his Ma^ 
jesty's subjedb, could be enforced by the sword ^ therefore 
most humbly to beseech his Majesty, that he will be graci- 
ously pleased to give orders for putting a»stop to the further 
prosecution of hostilities in America, thereby to prevent the 
further destruftion of the lives of his M^esty's subje£b> 
and to afford the wished<-for opportunity to his cplonists, of 
evincing the sincerity of their professions, by every testimony 
of devotion becoming the most dutiful subje&i and the most 
afie£tionate colonists.'' 

Sir Georgf Savtte seconded the motion, which he said, he 
not only approved, but was ambitious of seconding. After a 
short exordium to this effedl, he went on. I rise, Sir^ 
under difficulties common to me, and to all who speak from 
this side the House ; but then they are collateral and adven- 
titious difficulties. If we urge that we have been unjust ; we 
are answered that that matter has been long sin<;e; decided. If 
we state that nothing is to be got even by viftory ; we have 
the same answer. If we argue that our measures are imprac- 
ticable, and that success is beyond our power \ the House will 
not endure to hear the power of this country called in question. 
He is a friend to rebellion who dares hesitate concerning the 
comparative force of the contending parties. Or, if I should 
touch on the topic of lightening the chains of slavery in Ame- 
rica, recommended by my honourable friend, a learned gen- 
tleman will perhaps tell me that I am not a Whig; for that 
Whigs were ever fond of despotism. But I spoke guardedly 
when I said that these were collateral and adventitious difficult 
ties bnly ; for, on the naked matter itself, were a bye«standcr 
to judge, it should stem that the harder task would be to point 
out or create the difficulties. For what is the case i I ask the 
gentlemen on the other side of the House, what are their 

wishes 
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wishes ? I am answered " Woulcl to God we were in the si- 
tttationof the year 1763." I ask the colonies. I am an« 
sweredi " Would to God we were in the situation of the 
year iT^S-'^ I know well that there are various senses in 
which this phrase may be understood. Oh ! Sir, there is 
indeed one sense in whkh, God knows, we cannot be restor* 
cd to the situation of 1763. Who will restore to this coun* 
try the blood that has been shed i Who iiriU restore those ^ 
gallant men to their coantry, whose lives have been lavished, 
and spent, and mis-«pent in the £ital contest ? Who will make 
good to me my share in a Howe, a Clinton, a Burgoyne, 
whose fate is now standing on a die ? These smtiments, Sir, 
have long pressed upon my mind, but I did not feel the weight 
of them tiU this day : four hours ago I felt not half their force. 
Men's value is not known till they are lost ; four hours ago 
this couiUry had a man, his country has him no more. Qne 
of your members, Sir : a member is perhaps soon replaced. 
But where shall we find his fellow, who, having in his vigour 
carried your arms in glory to the extent of your empire (that 
empire the ocean) when called upon by his country in the 
dregs of Hfe, with a constitution worn down in your service, 
urged on aikl goaded his tottering limbs, with hobbling haste 
and feeble abcrity, to climb the well known steps of the ship's 
side to meet your enemy. 

I trust, Sir, the Hotise will not think me guilty of an 
uncomely tautology if I have said a word or two on a subjeA 
already touched by my honomable friend. No, Sir, let it 
rather be an order of your House that for one day at least, 
while the memory and the gratitude yet remain, none shall 
speak without paying his just tribute, to that respectable, that 
gallant, that honest public man. 

But, Sir, I beg your pardon, and I return to state that t 
am constrained to allow, that the repealing of bills, recalling 
troopSj undoing every aft, is not virtually and effeftually 
bringing things back into the same situation as if they had 
never been done ; and I acknowledge too that some test may 
now be wanted on the part of the colonies to balance our a^ 
of generous conciliation. Shall this test be in words ? Their 
words you will not take. You are sur« they aim at independence, 
because they disavow it. You are sure they will not give on 
requisition, for they say they will. Oh ! but^you have better 
proo&. You have a certainty they will not, for they always 
have. They have always done it, they have over-done it. 
And in truth this is the kind of proof we have been usedltoj 
yreare well broke in, and we bear it. The satisfaftor^ ^rwrc^sx. 
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this House accepted of our future success, was,- that wc had 
hitherto miscarried^ The proof that we arc now sure to dire£t 
our force wisely, was that we have hitherto blundered most 
€gregiously. The House has paid due regard to these argu^^ 
ments, and We hafve voted as we were desired. We have 
Adopted the logic, and the precedent applies to the case be-* 
Ifbrc us* 

Well then, it is allowed, ^dr Words arc not to be taken* 
Their former loyalty to this country shall not pass for any 
thing but proof of their future disobedience. Allowed, mf 
friend's propositions meet you then on that ground. He 
looks for an a^al, fresh test of living obedience; an enrolling 
a British aft of Parliament ; to which I hope it will not h6 tl 
capital objeftion that it is not oppressive, that it is not unrea-> 
sonable 5 and has morality, humanity, and the rights of a part 
of mankind, for its objeft: and foundation. I second the mo« 
tion of my honourable friend. 

Lord North said a few words relative to the imseasonable&ess 
of the motion, till a bill of such vast extent as the prolubltory 
bill going through the House, was first tried. 

Mr. Burke. That the vctj reason assigned why the present 
motion should not be agreed to, was the best reason for agree** 
ing to It ; for, if the bill, and the measures and principles 
which gave birth to it, had not ma^e their way into Parlia* 
inent, there would be no occasion for the present motion. 

Lord John Cavendish spoke in favour of the motion, but said 
he despaired of success, as the ministry, supported by a ma- 
jority, were determined to push matters to the utmost exlte-* 
mity. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] said, it had been Very 
fashionable both within and without doors, to stigmatise the 
Americans as cowards andpaltroons, but he believtsd, the trtith 
would be found OUj the other side; for he was well informed^ 
that the King's troops at the aftion of Bunker's-Hill consisted 
of 2500 men, and the provincials not qiiite 1500, and even 
these 1560 wduld have compleatly defeated the King's troops j 
if their ammunition h^d not been totally spent. 

Lord North said, he was but an indifferent judge of mili- 
tary opei'ations ; but by the best accounts he could obtain, the 
provincials were at least three to one, and were besides very 
strongly entrenched. Even by a Gazette published under 
their own immediate authority, in the list of the killed and 
wounded, it appeared that nineteen regiments had suffered, 
which was a proof that so many were present, and that com- 

' puting 



A. 1775- DEBATES* 17 

piifcting them at 500 men a regiment^ and making the Usual 
allowances, there could not be less than 8000 provincials that 
. day defending the lines at BunkerVHill 

Govemor Johnstone observed, that the Noble Lord laid 
great stress on the advantage the provincials had over the 
King's troopsjl^ beinjf so well posted, and defended by ti'enches 
and oreast-works* But he must draw a very different con* 
elusion, as he thought the assailants had the advantage ; and 
he was not singular in his opinion, for one of the greatest 
Generals Europe ever beheld [Marshall Saxe] had, in his 
reveries on the art of war, expressed himself of the same opi- 
nion. At all events, thm was something, fatal to the Noble 
Lord's arguments either way, for either the works were weak» 
and therrfore the provincials defended them bravely, or being 
strong, it shewed what a dangerous enemy they must be, who 
could raise, and so judiciously construA such works, from 
eleven o'clock at night, on a summer's evening, till day-break 
the next mdrning. 

Colonel Morris observed, that accountS| I^e believed, were 
exaggerated on both sides s iot by the best intelligence he was 
able to obtain, and he thought he could depend upon it, the 
provincials enti^enched on Bunker's-Hill, and engaged on the 
17th of June, were about 5000 Men, which was in the pro« 
portion fully of two to one. The qu^tion being put, the 
House divided. For the motion 21; against it 123. 

Mr; Hartley then made the following motions* 

Thgt leave be given to bring in a bill to empower the inha« 
bitants of the province of Massachuset's Bay, to AtOi an as- 
sembly and council, in the manner dire£bed by th^ charter 
granted to the inhabitants of that province, by their Majes^ 
ties king William and queen. Mary, bearfng date the seventh 
day of Odober, in the third year of their reign. It passed in 
the negative. 

That leave be given to briQg in a bill to establish the right 
. of trial by jury in all criminal cases, to all slaves in North- Ame- 
rica ^ and to annul all laws in any province repugnant there- 
to, and* to require the registering of the same by the respec- 
tive assemblies of each colony in North- America. It passed 
in the negative. 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to establish a perma- 
nent reconciliation between Great Britain and its dependencies 
in North-America, and to restore his Majesty's subjedts in 
North-America to that happy and free Condition, and to that 
peace and prosperity which they enjoyed in their constitu«i 

Vol. hi. C tional 
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tional dependence oh Great Britain before the present unhappy 
troirt>les, viz. as in 1763. it passed in the nc^tivc. 

That leave be given to bring in a bill for a &eepard<Mi, in- 
^mmtyy and ottitkm. It passed in the negative. 

That an humble istddress be presented to his Majesty, to lay 
the opinion <>f this hoose befiw^ his M^esty> that it may be 
proper ^cn the present tmhappy disputes in North-America 
5-hall be brought to an amicable terminatichi, that his Majesty 
should be graciously pleased to give orders, that letters of re- 
cuisition be written in the accustomed manner to the several 
provinces of his Majesty's colonies and plantations m North-* 
America, to make provision fer the purposes of protefting, 
defending, and securing the said colonies and plantations. It 
passed in the negative. 

A petition fixrni the WestJndia planters and merchants of 
tiondon trading to the sugar colonies, was presented by Mr» 
Oliver,, setting forth, **^ That tlie petitioners having, upon 
a former occasion, stated 'and laid before the House, with ill 
the accuracy and precision of which they were caprf)le, the 
*«i^0Tth and value of his Majesty^s sugar colonics hi the West- 
indieis, their national magnitude^ and importance to Great 
Britain, their situation as-depending upon their sister colonies 
in North-America for the maintenance of property and sup- 
port of life, thepetitioners fears and apprehensions of dangers 
and distress arising out of the unhappy disputes subsisting be- 
tween Great Britain and America, they firmly trusted, if con- 
xiliatidrt did not render it unnecessary, that these substantial 
•motives Wotild have made them the objefts of the considera- 
tion and attehtion ^ the House 5 and tliat, in the midst of the 
flattering expefkatidtt that application might meet a forward 
disposition in the house to relieve, the petitioners hopes are at 
once blasted and cut oflv by the bringing in of a bill to pro- 
hibit all trade and intercourse with llie colonies of New 
Hampshire, Massachusets Bay, Rhode Islan:d, Conne£ticut, ■ 
New- York, New Jersey, Pcfisylvaftia, the three lower coiiir-* 
ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia ; and that, when the Americaa 
"congress adopted their nonimportation and non-exportatioit 
resolve, tlie fears naturally arising to the petitioners hoHi 
thence, were somewhat abated by a reKance, on the petitio- 
ners part's, of a relaxation on theirs, at least with regard to 
the petitioners; but lest, happily for the petitioners, this 
event might succeed, the present bill not only deprives the 
petitioners of the probability, but establishes the impossibility 

likewise ^ 
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likewise J and therefore praying, that, iq)on this gfound, th^ 
petitioners miay be allowed to be heard at the bar, by thei^^ 
agents and counsel, against the said bill ; relying on the wis^ 
.dom, goodness, justice, aJad mercy, of the House, not only 
for special relief in this instance, but for sUch furdier assist^ 
ance as the House cad give/' 

Ordered to lie upon the table. Until the report of the com- 
mittee upon the prohibitory bill is received. 
December 8. 

Scotch militia bill presented and* read a i^st time, and 
ordered to be read .a second time on the 5th of February 
1776. 

The orde^ of the cby for receiving the report On the Ainae- 
rican proliibitory bill. 

Council called in and heard, in support of the petition from 
the West-India planters and merchants against the bill. 

Hie examinations of George Walker and John Ellis, esqrs^ 
were read. {See Volume L page 332.] 

It was moved to postpone the further consideration of thd 
report till the 23d of January, 1776. 

Lord North moved, that the report, with the amendments 
. made by the committee, be now read a second time. 
. , Right hon. 71 Townshend condemned this mode of hurrying 
on the national business \ it was disgraceful to Parliament ; 
it offended against every rul6 of decency. It >vas injurious 
to the nation at large, and it fiilly verified, what had often be-* 
fore been asserted and lamented, that our, laws Were become the 
mere edifb* of the council table, or rather the dark inadiina- 
tions of .a desperate cabal of ministers, and not the laws of « 
free, ddiberative assemblies, uninfluenced by any other consi** 
deration) but the good of the kingdom. He ^a'd, he hoped, 
however flashed with viftory the minister might be, for form's 
sake at least, he would consent to put off the present report 
till after the Christmas recess ; besides, he recommended to his 
Lordship's consideration seriously to refleft how fatal it might 
be, if the measure, which he seemed so eager to carry, should 
fail ; and think in time^ that suppose, in the pride and ex- 
ultationrof majorities, he should despite his opponents ever so 
much, in what manner he could face his friends, if com-* 
pelled to meet them at the commencement of the^ next, as he 
did at the prespit session, with the doleful tidings, that he 
was agaiii deceived. 

Sir George Hay. spoke of the .admiralty courts, and their im« 

aaoediate connection with the civil law, and the near affinity 

*:.,.. /C a thi* 
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this bill tx)re to both, as one of their genuine offspring. He 
said it was the wisest and most salutary measure that had been 
hitherto devised for compelling the rebellious Americans to 
return to their duty. He observed, that they might beat our 
army, but they could not beat our navy ; for, he hoped, nay, 
he was confident, the latter was powerful enough to cope with 
the combined force of all Europe. 

^5r. Serjeant Adair replied, He said, he made no doubt but 
the present bill bore a much nearer affinity to the civil law 
thrn to the common hw of England; the former was the 
parent of tyranny, despotism, and arbitrary power, and no 
person who attended in the least to the present bill, but must 
see at the first glance that it "^s a compound of them all, 
and consequently, like its parent, the very reverse to the 
laws of England, and totally repugnant to the glorious con- 
stitution which gave them birth. He said, without pretend- 
ing to the gift or prophecy, he might venture to foretell, that 
the bill now under consideration would bring destruAion oh 
this country ; and, applying to the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon, asked him, if he was so misled or mistaken, as ix> 
Imagine that 120 or 200 -servile associates tvould be a suf- 
ficient proteftion to him in the hour of trial, when the na- 
tion, finding itself ruined, would rise almost as one man, to 
avenge themselves on the guilty author^ and advisers of such 
dcstruftive measures. 

Sir Richard Sutton said, that this country had numerous 
channels for its trade and commerce, and great consumptions 
within itself; but America had neither. Their rice, tobacco, 
com, lumber, indigo, &c. must go to other markets; he 
■ therefore thoitght the bill the most efFeftual means to restore 
the^ people of that country to their senses. 

Governor Johnstone opposed hurrying the bill on in such a 
shameful, disgraceful manner, which, he said, was one of the ^ 
most oppressive and tyrannic measures that could possibly enter 
• into the mind of man to conceive. He observed, that you 
might put the Americans to the torture, you might starve, 
proscribe, or do any thing which malice or despotism could 
suggest, but you would never prevail upon them to consent 
to taxation, 

Mr. Fox. I have always said, that the war carrying on 
against the Americans is unjust, that it is non tanti^ that it 
is not prat^licable ; but admitting it to be a just war, that it 
is tanti, ' that it is praAicable, I say, that the itieans made 
use of are by no means such zs will obtain the end. I shall 
confine myself singly^© this ground, and shew that this bill, 

like 
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like every other measure, proves the want of policy, the 
folly and madness, of the present set of ministers. I was in 
great hopes, that they had seen their error, and had given 
over to coerce, and to carry war against America bv means 
of aAs of parliament. In order to induce the Americans to 
submit to your legiflature, ^ou pass laws against them, cruel 
and tyrannical in the extreme. If they complain of one law, 
your answer to their complaint, is to pass another more rigo- 
rous and severe than the former : but they are in rebellion,, 
you say j if they are, treat them as rebels arc wont to be 
treated. Send out your fleets and armies against them, and 
subdue them; but let them have no reason to complain of 
your laws. Shew them, that yoiu* laws ;ure jnild, ai-e just, 
and equitable, that they therefore are in the wrong, and de- 
serve the punishment they meet with. The very contrary of 
this has been your wretched policy. I have ever unjerstood 
it as a first principle, that in rebellion you punish the indivi- 
duals, but spare the country ; in a war against the enemy, 
you spare individuals, and lay waste the country. This last 
has been invariably your conduct against America. I suggested 
this to you, when the Boston port bill passed. I advised yoii 
to find out the offending persons, and to punish them ; but 
what did you do instead of this? You laid the whole town of 
Boston under terrible contribution, punishing the innocent 
with the guilty. You answer^ that you could not come at 
the guilty. This very answer shews how unfit, and how 
unable you are, to govern America* If you are forced to 
punish the innocent to come at the guilty, your government 
there, is, and ought to be at an end. But by the bill now be- 
fore us, you not only punish those innocent persons who are 
unfortunately mixed with the guilty in North America, but 
punish and starve whole islands of unoffending people, un- 
connected with, and separated from them. Hitherto the 
Americans have separated the right of taxation from your 
legislative authority ; although they have denied the former, 
they, have acknowledged the latter. This bill will maka 
them deny the one as well as the other. What signifies, say 
they, your giving up the right of taxation, if you are to 
inforce your legislative authority in the manner you do. This 
legislative authority so inforced, will at any time coerce tax- 
ation, and take from us whatever you think fit to demand. 
It is a bill which should be entitled, a bill for carry big more 
flffeftually into execution t^ resolves of the congress. 

Lord North said, he had not a wish, nor tlie most distant 
intention of distressing the ii)habitants, or hurting the trade 
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of the sugar colonies. Nothings could be further from hU ; 
thoughts. If therefore any of the provisions of the present 
bill should affe^ the West-India planters, he wras sorry for 
it. It was much to be lamented ; but as things were now 
circutnstanced,^ he feared it was not to be avoided. In civil 
convulsions of thh kind, it was plain, that many must sufier^ 
it was a necessary consequence of such a state of things ; but 
still, if the measure was a good one, or the best an the whole 
that could be devised, it must be taken with all its conse*- 
quences. Parliament have thought fit to adopt it, and till they 
think proper to alter their' opinion, it is absurd to objeft that 
this body of men, that island, or such and such places, will feel 
the temporary effe^ of it ; but (says kis Lordship) I will 
venture to contend, that till it is made manifest, that the in- 
cotiveniencies complained of are shewn to be sufficient to 
outweigh the general interest we have in preserving the de- 
pendency of America on this country, every argument main- 
tained on the ground of temporary or local- inconvenience^ 
must be nugatory and absurd. 

Mr*^ Burke $aid, the noble Lord's argument came fairly to 
this : first, determine on yqur measure, bring it, or to use 
the noble Lord's usual words, propose it, or submit it to Par- 
liament! and if any one offers to reason, enquire, or ask 
questions concerning its propriety, let the adviser, or pro- 
poser j or submitter, rise, and very gravely assure his audi- 
tors, that all such enquiries, reasons, questions, or objec- 
tions, are totally nugatory and absurd; for we are not come 
to argue on it, the measure itself being already determined 
on. This, according to my poor idea, is a new kind of 
logic. It is, however, very compendious, very well calcu-% 
lated for expediting public business 5 and every way worthy 
of its noble author and teacher. 

Lord George Germaine contended, that the Americans 
sought and brought the troubles on themselves, by resisting the 
laws and authority of this country. The gentlemen on the. 
other side say, why did not the government pf Massachusetts 
Bay discover the first rioters at Boston and punish them, and 
let the matter rest there? I will tell them why. Because 
the council refused to- co*operate, or aft with governor Hutch- 
inson on that occasion, who did every thing in his power to 
persuade them. Whatever may be urged against this bill, 
and its advisers, it is, in my opinion, the readiest and siu'cst 
way to make the Americans submit to the supremacy of this 
country, and return to their dutyjv for as soon as any pro*, 
vince submits, its ports will be opened^ and its trade and 

commerce 
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commerce from that moment restored. Whenever pepcc shall 
be restored, if I have been in the least instrumental in effe^ng 
so desirable an end, I shall feel the greatest pleasure and happi* 
pess from it. And whatever ill-natured interpretation may hav^ 
been put on my conduft, I can with great truth and justice 
assure the House, that I never nought nor asked for the office 
i now have the hpnour to fill, nor wished for it, further than t 
flattered myself I might be serviceable to my country. I was 
in a situation which could leave njie no temptation to seek 
emoluments; niv fortune had pu$, me above sHch a wish- 
His Lordship, after proceeding to enumerate some other cir^ 
cumstances, to shew that he took the public part he djdf 
purely from disinterested motives, adverted to sipmething 
which had fallen in the course of the debate, relative to one 
Walker, who, he said, had promoted disturbances in Cana^ 
da. He informed the House, that the eovemor had notice 
given hin^ of Walker's intrigues, and had sent to sei^e hin^ ^ 
thzt he defended himself, and had wounded some q£ the 
soldiers that attacked his house^ that this having enraged the 
spldiery, they set fire to it; ;^d took himself and £unily priso- 
ners ; and that he was pow in irons. On the whole, that 
wh^t the governor had done was no more than his duty ; 
and had he a£led otherwise, it would have been a breach of 
St. He added, that by the arguments used by the opponents 
. of the bill, they seemexl desirous to protraA the war; but for 
his part, he was of opinion, that th^ bill^ backed by the 
naval and military armaments that yrould be sent out to en- 
force it, would be the best means to shorten itj; and as there 
was nothing for which he so ardently wished, as to see the 
present disputes speedily terminated, he would give the pre- 
sent motion his l^arty assent. 

Mr. Bayly (beiM interrupted by the call for the questiani the 
question) said the friends of the bill were determined to hear 
nothing against it. The noise continuing, the question was 
put on Lord North's motion, and the House divided ; for it 
k43S against it 38^ \ 

. Mr. Dempster moved^ that James Delancey, esq. of New 
York, do attend this House on Monday fnorning oexi. h 
passed in the negative. ' 

Mr. Burke then made the two following mf>ti^a8. 

That it is necessary and proper to come to a resolution, 
lluM: evidence concerning the state of America,. fhe Semper of 
the people there, and the probable operations of fmr.a^t now 
depending, is unnecessary to this Hohsc ; thit House being 

^ ^ ' C#;. already 
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already snfficientlj acquainted with those matters. It passed 
in the negative. 

That an humWc address he presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be pleased to give orders, that there be laid before this 
Hoose snch advices as may enable this House to judge of the 
present state and condition of his Majesty's loyal and dudfbl 
province of Georgia. It passed in the negative. 

Governor Johnstone moved, that an humble address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to 
order to be laid before this House such advices as may enable 
this House to judge of the present state and condition of his 
Majesty*s loyal and dutiful province of Georgia, in North 
America. It passed in the negative^ 

Adjourned to December n. 

December 11. 

Governor Johnstone said, that no proofs of the delinquency 
of Ac province of Georgia having yet been laid before that 
House, he made the following motion t 

That no evidence had b^ produced to the House, diat 
any persons in the province of Georgia have set themselves 
in open rebellion and defiance to the just and legal authority 
of the King and Parliament, have assembled together an 
armed force, engaged his Majesty's troops, attacked his. 
forts, and prohibited all trade and commerce with this 

kingdom. He observed, in support of his motion, that 

Cato and Socrates in Athens and Ropie, stood alone to 
oppose venal and corrupt majorities. Those celebrated com- 
monwealths, in their decline, were what Britain is at pre- 
sent. Luxury, venality, public prostitution, and a total 
disregard to the interests of their country, prevailed. Ma- 
jorities then, as well as now, were procured by the most 
base and scandalous means. Those majorities were com-^ 
posed of the most worthless and profligate individuals of the 
eommunity; of gladiators, pimps, sharpers, parasites, and 
buffoons* Every man in Rome and Athens almost had his' 
price \ and if any thing remained unsold, it was only for 
want of a purchaser. The few who retained any sense of. 
honour were reviled or despised. Their opposition was at- 
tributed to famous or interested motives, or they were treated 
as men a£Mng Under the influence of delusion and ideal per- 
fection, and misled by imprafticable schemes of policy and 
legiftbture. It was the misfortune of the times, that they both 
fell a sacrifice to the malice of their enemies ; but it was still a 
fvezttr misfortune, that neither of them were survived by Hie* 
'« of their country. Cato and the Roman commonwealth 

perished 
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perished together; the liberties of Athens were no more> wUea 
Socrates fell a viAim to the rage of his merciless persecutors. 
He then turned to the question, and observed, that the loyal 
colony of Georgia was now entered in the black catalogue. 
It was marked out for destruftion, as w^ll as the province of 
Massachusetts Bay ; the latter, for defending their liberties^ 
which were immediately invaded; the former, because they 
disapproved of the inhuman measure of condemning people 
unheard and untried^ 

Mr. J. Johnstone seconded the motion, and said, he be* 
lieved it was the first time it was ever heard or known, that 
a whole province was proscribed, without some imputation 
of guilt. Most of the oiher colonies had done something, 
which, according to the language current of that House, might 
be construed into resistance, or a preparation for it ; but in the 
case of Georgia, it had not been even urged in debate, much 
less proved, that they had committed a single aA, which the 
most willing, ingenious, most expefting, or best paid lawyer 
in the House, could sketch even so far as a misdemeanor. 
And what would be the certain consequence of the present 
bill ? But that a whole province was to be proscribed, its 
trade ruined, and its inhabitants declared rebels, and com- 
pdled to submit to tyranny, or consent to be starved. 

Lord North said, he had no objeftion to have evidence exa- 
mined, either to prove the delinquency, or the innocence, 
loyalty and obedience, of the province of Georgia, biit that 
he presumed, the witnefles meant to be moved for were the 
West-India merchants, who probably would think themselvet 
interested in the event of the examination, and who, besides, 
could not possibly be sufiiciently acquainted with the present 
state of the colony, to give the House the necessary infor-^ 
mation. His Lordship observed, though Georgia was not 
actually in arms, or in a state of open rebellion, it was he-> 
vertheless well known, that they acted in conjundtion with 
the other colonies, and there could not be a more decisive 
proof of their disposition, and the part they meant to take, 
than their having sent delegates to the continental congress. 

Mr. Dempster animadverted >ery severely on the do£farine 
maintained by the Noble Lord, that of prejudging, and on 
that prejudgment, proceeding to inflift punishment. He 
. said, such a conduct; was much more horrible in its conse^ 
quence, and more repugnant to the general established ideas 
of justice, than any thing yet imputed to that bloody tribunal 

the 
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Ait kiqni$ttion> fer even the inquisitor ];M-o€eeded on infm-^ 
fltttkm, heard the culprit in: his own justifieationj attended ta 
the proofs^ and pnmounced his sentence according to cevtaiif 
Slated rules, established by the inventors of this mock judi** 
tatnre. S^ys he> you have di^wn the col<»ik$ into the di« 
iesnma ^f taking up arms, or of submhting to b(5 slaves, and 
Ibcn, with all possible moderatioa and aoidouf > desire them 
tdi hey down their arms, and you will hear their copApbints, 
This was the language of Charles the first Co his Parjiamentf 
Slid of every other tyrant, from William the Conqueror to 
this dajr 

Mr. Pownal (secretary to the board of trade) gave a detail 
of the di^rent proofs the Georgians had given of a rebelliaus 
disposition. He observed, that in honour to his Majesty^ 
t#o days before his last birth-day, viz. on the sd of June 
hot, they threw the cannon of one of the forts m the pro^ 
▼ince into the river. That they forcibly entered the powder 
snagasdne, and plundered it of every ounce of its contents. 
Their own news-papers were full of accounts of these exploits^ 
If any other proof was thought requisite, the la^t resolution of 
their committee must be sufficient to convince the most unbe^ 
fieving, for they had voted io,oool. towards what they called 
the common cause^ which, in his opinion, shewed plainly 
that they were in earnest. 

Mr.F Burhs said, this was the first time he ever heard news* 
l^per mformation made a foundation for any solemn- proceeds 
ings in that House, except an odd time, when the gentlemen 
W the quiH made free with the noble Lord who sat on the tres^- 
sury beovch, and a few of his chosen firiends in both Houses, 
He said, he sometimes firequented a coffee-house near the 
House, and he had a right to say, th^t the master of it was ex-» 
trcmely negligent of his duty, for he never laid any of those 
hostile papers the honourable gentleman mentioned before 
him \ yet on recollection, he could not help thinking that this 
House, and not coffee-houses, would be the fittesit place to 
look for information; but he was sorry to say, that this 
House was one of the last in the island he would look for, op 
expeft any kind of information whatever. On the whole^ he 
Was sorry to perceive so sudden an alteration in the honourable 
gentleman, for he remembered when the honourable gentle- 
man in oflice was not a member, no man, he thought, was . 
clearer, nor none readier to communicate in the most candid 
manner, every intelligence that was proper, or consistent 

with 
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with his situation. For that reason, says he, I fear there is 
S5nnething infe£tious-in- the air of this House. This gentle- 
mam, who not long since was intelligence itself, seems to have 
been i^ once emptiedi and instead of drawing bom his usual 
source-, is suddenly obliged to draw his most important infor- 
mation kota news*papers» 

The qtiestion being put, the motion passed in the negative^ 
without a division. 

The order of the day for the third reading the Ainerican 
prohibitoiry bilL A very short conversation whether the 
thirdreading should not he put off till s^ter Christmas. The 
tiill was read.' 

Mr. Bayiy. I am wdl convinced there never entered thif 
door before, a bill fraught with such injustice and cruelty as 
the present. In order to wreck the revenge of a vindi^ve 
ininistry on the Americans, you are now going to ruin all 
the plantations in the Wcst4ndia islands, and to give their 
present produce up for plunder to your sailors, l^ore the 
inhabitants can have any notice of your intentions. And b/ 
this in£unous trick you think you shall be able to man your 
fleet without giving any bounties to your seamen, which I 
much doubt if you'U find answer after all -, yet the attempt 
is so very base and wicked, that I defy any one to mention 
such an instance even amongst the most savage nations, where 
a minister ever dared to give up such a number of innocent 
persons to ^under, without the least crime being laid to 
their xiiargc. 

» Sir, I l^ve several times, during the progress of this bill^ 
taken tlie liberty to tdl the House, that before the congress 
had shut up the American ports, (which was the loth of 
September hist) ^ great number of their vessels sailed for the 
West -Indies, chiefly in ballast, where the planters are now 
loading them under . the sanation of our adls of navigation, 
never suspefting that we are this day capable of making a law^ 
which is to entrap them, by enafUng, that unless American 
vessels came to them loaded with lumber or provisions, and 
obtained a ceurtificate of it to bring with them to Great-Brj^. 
tain or Ireland, with a particular descriptioti of their cargoes 
then on board, that the planter's property was to be seized 
and made lawful prize of, although they could not possibly 
know of any such stipulations 5 therefore. Sir, I frequently 
xirged how unjust it would be, not to give the inhabitants of 
those islands timely notice of your design before you subjcfted 

their 
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dieir goods to forfeiture. I now again, Sir, have a clause in 
my hsmd to offer for this purpose, and if it be not iicccptcd, all 
mankind will agree in seeing the intention of this bill in the 
same light that I do. But, Sir, the noble Lord at the head of 
Ae treasury, insinuates, that nib injury is meant by this bill 
to any of the proprietors of West-Indian estates, if that was 
leaQy the case^ his Lordship could have no objection to such 
a clause ; but what serves to convince me more than any bare 
professions is, that no one will accept the xooo guineas * 
&at I have declared myself ready to give, to whoever will 
indemnify my property that is now at sea from being seized^ 
vntil I can send information to my managers in Jamaica to 
Ibrbear shipping any more on American vessels. Sir, I think 
ft an infamous robbery to have my property taken from me 
without having infringed any law wkitevcr, and without 
giving mef time to guard against such laws as you are making. 
Although the loss I may sustain on this occasion may not 
much me£k me, I know many of the inhabitants of the West 
India islands will be ruined by it, having the greatest part of 
what they are worth in the world on board American ships 
BOW on their passage to this kingdom, and which is now out 
«f their power to remedy. And notwithstanding they are 
insured against the risque of the seas, and even pirates, yet 
I 2tm sorry to say that after escaping all these, their ruin is 
kievitable, from rapacious and unprincipled ministers ; how- 
ever, I hope a time will soon come when they will be brought 
to answer for thus sporting with men's lives and property, 
and for so grossly deceiving his Majesty, and using their ut- 
most endeavours to drive the inhabitants of every part of his 
fiominions into resistance, in order, to get commissions for 
their dependants, and to fill their own pockets with the ha« 
Tock and spoils of war. 

Mr. Brett also offered a clause to enlarge the time for the 
commencement of the forfeitures; But it passed in the ne* 
gative. 

Mr. Dempster read some extrafts from letters he had re-r 
ceived during the summer, which tended to show that coer- 
cive measures would nevei* either frighten or otherwise indued 
the Americans to ent?er into any treaty of compromise with 
this coimtry j on the contrary, that they would risk every 

* Neither the clause nor the offer were accepted. 

thing, 
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thing, and suffer evdy thinjf , before they would be compeQed 
by force of arms to ^bmit. He observed on the general 
contents of th^e lettex^i that this Americans, like true ISif 
gli^hin^^i'wtire too genar6u3 to fefosc to contribute to pay 
their stisrt or propc^rtion towards thd public burdens^ and 
like them too, were too high-spirited and too high-4ninded 
to agree to any concession, of which tmconditional submis* 
sion,^ which in effeft was the true definition of slavery^ was 
to be the basis. 

The question was put, that the bill do pass. The House 
divided, ayes 112 j noes 16. 

December 12. 
Private business. 
• Adjourned to December the 20th. 

December 20. 

No ddbate. 

Decefnber 2i- 
' A message from the Lords, acquainting the House with 
the ainendrnents they had made in the American prohibiting 
biU. 

Sir Grey Cooper moved, that the said amendments be now 
taken into consideration. 

Mr. Hartley. Sir, upon this pause which is offered to yoa 
by the return of this biU from the Lords, I confess that I fed 
a kind of superstition to wish for one last word to deprecate 
the fetal blow, , and that our unremitted opposition and re- 
monstrance firom the first to the very last stage of this bill may 
remain as a memorial, that some of us^^ at least, lament this 
final separation of America with an affedbonatc regret. Wc 
are overpowered by numbers, and all our entreaties and re- 
monstrances are in vam. An inflexible majority in Parlia- 
ment have now declared all America to be an independent 
hostile state. Disputes originally between administration and 
America, are become, by tiie influence of administration, the 
ground of a parliamentary war with America. The sense of 
the nation is not with that war, and I trust it never will be. 
However, speaking in Parliament to ministers, as they seem 
determined to drive all things to extremities, I must asic* whe- 
ther you are to expert that while you bum their to\vns, take 
or destroy their ships and property, they will sit with their 
arm$ folded, or whether they i^vdll not be driven to repell in- 
jury 
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jwlj by injory? Tou have toand their active tMywers of de« 
fence by the emerience of the last yeart when- by your or4a?s 
the shedding of the first civU b]o6d . W^ Tftecipkzud on the 
fiital 19th of Aprils before your pretended conciliatory mo* 
tion could be proposed to aiiy of the American assemblies t 
Why were you found ungalrded in Canada ? You have lost 
iii Canada. Two reeimentB are^ taken prisoners. Your offi* 
cers ai^e hostages, and yet you proceed in this unjust and un- 
natural war, with fire, sword, and rapine. What fartfief 
lu)8tages may fall into their hands at Boston, or what blood 
of our fellow subjefts may be shed there, I contemplate with 
horror. I dread some fatal event there* Public report threa- 
tens. When the provincials shall hear the fate of their late 
and last petition, and when they see all prospeft of peace be^^ 
come desperate, what can you expeA but that they riiofuld 
exert every power to destroy your land forces In America dur- 
ing the severity of the winter^ before you can support or re- 
lieve them. Who will be answerable for these things i Wlien 
this bill of rapine which noW lies before you gets to them, 
tihey will set themselves to retaliate upon -your fleet. Your 
land (otct has been disgraced and- iumihilated in the first cam<» 
paign, nbtwithstanding all your boastings ; are we not then to 
expeA th^ those ministers of vengeinoe who shall press on a 
naval war with America, shall be responsible to their country^ 
for the consequences of their headstrong and wilfiil measures. 
If the navy of this country should be brought to disgrace and 
defeat ? Weigh the consequences* If you send large ships 
they will not be able to z&i if small ones, may they not>be 
overpowered ? Consider the distance of your operations. Every 
port in America will be a Dunkirk to yoU. Wc know their 
skill and bravery as privateers in the last war. In. any case 
you are laying the foundation of an hostile marine in America, 
which has been and ought to be the source of the marine of 
Great Britain. I cannot be an adviser or a well-wisher to 
any of the vindi^ve operations of the administration against 
America, because I tlunk the cause unjust ; but at the same 
time I must be equally earnest to secure British property and 
interests from destruction ; neither a viftory of Great Britain 
over America nor of America over Great Britain can afibrd 
to us any matter of triumph. Both are equally destruftive. 
If nothing can abate your fiiry against the Americans in this 
ministerial war, we shall cxpeft at least that you should guard 
4KiT 6wu vulnerable p^ots. Are you guarded at Newfoundland i 

Are 
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Ai^ Tou f)n^>lu^iigain9t ^j expeditioa of retsdiatlen, if the 
jMrovincidls^oukl meditate aBy thkig to the destru&iofi of 
your fishmesthei^ t Adn^imstratibn hsivt becR the aggressort 
in tYttf tIAiig, step by «tep.' By this iatal bill of separation 
you fienir declare the AmoicaDS to be enemies f^fcyrm, thero> 
fi»« it is yourselves that force «pon them the rights of ene- 
mies. You must now be rcspcmsibte to your coonti^ for the 
events of yont own wsar, to ^wiiich they have been so rdudsnt 
fffidyoH 90 preciptate. When this cotmtry shall tome to 
bpeH its eyes, to see and to feel thfe consequences, they wifl 
loiowof whom to require an account. Sir, I shall now move 
you, instead of agreeing to the amendments of the Lords, t^ 
«djoum'the consideration of them for siat months ; I confess 
with very little hopes of avertiag this 1^1, but as I tdd you at 
Ay oiits^, Irom a superstitious feeling in my mind, to per*' 
form the last ceremomad office of i^fe6hott and everlasting fare- 
well tof^eace) «Bdto America. The fate of America is cast. 
You may bruise its hed but you cannot- crush its head. It 
wift f^Wt agfnn. The new world is before them. Liberty- 
is Aeirs. TKey have possession of a free government, their 
bkth^ght hdA ifiherkance, derived to them from their parent 
<state, WHch Aehwid of violence cannot wrest from them. If 
you wiM cAstthem off, nry last wish is to them j may diey go 
and prosper. When the final period of this once hsrppjr 
-country shall overtake ourselves,, either through tumult or ty- 
ranny, may another phoenix rise out of our ashes. 

S^ Jwief^ Matabey seconded the motion. Hespoke chiefly to 
the meante employed by the nunisters, their tools,and partizan^^ 
'toobtau^ siddipesses to. the throne. He observed, that every nerve 
hadt)e^ f^aiited to procure th<^ paltry addresses, from every 
•remote, obscure, indigent place, that had the name of a corpo- 
ration, fiom oHe end of the4dngdom to the other; that in other 
places, where the objedlion of poverty did not hold good, the 
most infamous and scandalpus methods had been adopted. In 
"Some, no county meetings Were called, to take the sense of 
the freeholda-s.; in .others, a few profligate and corrupt mar 
gistriates, under the influence of some silly lordling, some court 
sycophant, or servile Jack-in-office, assembled in private 
rooms: or if in the usual place for holding such meeting$, 
locked themsdvcs in, and excluded all the wealthy, respcft- 
*able, and independent citizens or townsmen, and then febri- 
cated the most fulsome, adulatory and shameful addresses. 
iThose they had the cfirontery to carry to the ibot of the 

throne. 
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thronei as the genuine sentiments of the people ; though 
nothing could be more false> foi- they belieid the wishes as 
well as prevailing opinions of the ver^^ constituent bodies 
whose public afls they were pr^ended to ,be : and thiis the 
Prince was deceived^ the nation dishonoured, and its interests 
sacrificed to the deep and dangerous machinations of a des- 
perate fa£lion. Addresses were hawked about from parish to 
parish^ from house to house i promises^ thre^ts> and various 
means equally unjustifiable were employed. The most abje£k 
and abandoned, who were neither entitled by property, or 
franchise, were hired to give a san£Uon to those iniquitous 
proceedings. He then tinned his attention to what he called 
the barbarous warfare, carrying on against the inhabitants of 
the; North- American sea-coasts ; and termed it an hdlish po^ 
licy of making war upon old men, women, children, and 
other innocent and de&nceless persons. 

Mr. Bay/v insisted on the injuries sustwned by the West- 
India islands. He said, he was well informed, nay he was 
fully convinced, that the inhabitants of those islands must be 
starved \ and though they should not, their crops must be 
lost, ^s they had not nearly lumber enough to save the pre* 
sent 'j that such being the case, the proprietors must be ruined, 
and the consequences would in the end reach the merchants, 
so as, he feared, to brmg on a general bankruptcy among 
those in any manner concerned or mterested in the West-India 
trade. 

, Gk)vemor Johnstone observed, .that this bill, in its passage 
through this House, relative to the point mentioned by the 
hohourable gentleman who spoke last, was solely defended 
by administration on the groimd that provisions might be had 
from the Floridas, and flour and lumber from Quebec ; that 
both those resources were known already to have no existence. 
For the Floridas had not provisions sufficient to support the 
few inhabitants ; and no supply could be expe^ed fr.om Que- 
bec of any kind. For probably, by this time, wc were not in 
possession of a foot of land in that province* From whence, 
he asked, is the supply of either lumber or provisions to come i 
This, he said, was a matter of deep and weighty considera* 
tion. He remarked, with severity, on those who caused 
from time to time very shameful misrepresentations of fa£ts to 
be published in the Gazette, the only paper published by au-* 
thority. He quoted several instances since the commencement 
of .hostilities in.America, in proof of this assertion. He said, 

the 
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tfae London*' Grazettei which ou^ to be held saored, and 
nothing be permitted to appear in it that did not bear the stamp 
of truths as the paper itsdl was stamped wkh authority^ that 
this rule had been notoriously violated of late, &r when the 
worst accounts from America were to be expelled, we were 
sure to behold some false fabricated account in the Gazette^ qi 
our pretended success, of which the instance of the last Gazette 
was the most glaring, where a pompous account of our sue* 
cesses in Can^a was set forth and published, not four and 
twenty hours before advices arrived^ that General Carleton 
was beaten^ and St. John'% the key of the whole province 
taken. ' 

The amendments were then severally read and agreed to, 
and Sir Grey Cooper ordered to go to dhe Lords and aojuaint 
them therewith. 

Adjourned to January 25, 1776. 

January 2;c, 1776. 
No debate. 

January 26. 
Not members sufficient tor a ballot to try ^ costtested 
deftion. 

January 27. 
The same. 
Adjourned to January 29. 



Tramlaiign of a Treaty between his Majesty and tie reigning 
Duke 2^ Brunswick. 

Signed at BrunswicJ:, the gtb 5/" January, l^^6. 

BE it known unto all whom it does or may concern^ 
that his Majesty, the king of Great-Britain, having judged 
TOToper to propose to his most serene highness the duke of 
Brunswick and Lunenburg, the cession of a body of his 
troops, to be employed in the service of Great-Britain, and 
his most serene highness having yielded with zeal and readi- 
ness to his Majesty's views, the high-contracting parties have 
given orders for this purpose to their respeftive ministers; that 
is to say, his Britannic majesty to colonel William Faucitt, 

Vol. IIL D captain 
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captain of the guards 5 and the most serene duke of Bruns- 
wick and Lunenburg, to the privy counsellor de Feronce, 
who, after the exchange of their full powers, have agreed 
upon the following articles : 

i Art. L The Most Serene Duke of Brunswick yields to his 
Britannic Majesty a corps of infantry of his troops, of three 
thousand nine hundred and sixty-four men, which corps shall 
be entirely at the disposition of the King, as well in ^urope 
as in America. 

Art. II. His Most Serene Highness also yields to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, a body of light cavalry of three hundred and 
thirty-six men, but as his Britannic Majesty will not have 
occasion for the horses of this corps, the said corps shall 
sierve as a corps of infantry; and if the service requires them^ 
to be mounted, his Majesty engages to do it at his own ex*- 
pence. 

Art. III. Thf Most Serene Duke engages to equip com- 
pletely both these corps, except the liorses for the light ca^. 
.valry J his Most Serene Highness will keep in readiness for 
marching, towards the 1 5th of February next at farthest, the 
first division of this corps, consisting of two thousand two 
hundred and eighty-two men, in such manner, that this first 
division shall arrive, towards the 25th of February, at the 
place of embarkation, to be agreed upon between the re- 
5peftive ministers j as to the second division of the said body of 
troops, amounting to two thousand eighteen men, his Most 
Serene Highness will cause them to begin their march in the 
last week of the month of March at farthest 5 these two corps 
shall pass in review at the place of their embarkation, before 
his Britannic Majesty's commissary; and in order to prevent 
desertion in their march, his Britannic Majesty will cause the 
most precise orders to be given in his eleftoral dominions, that 
all necessary measures be taken to stop every deserter from 
this body of troops, and fo convey them, without delay, to 
the place of embarkation, there to join their regiments. HLl 
Britannic Majesty will cause diredliohs to be given to the 
governors or commandants of places, bailiffs, and others, to 
execute these orders with, the same exaftness as is observed 
with regard to his Majesty's eleftoral troops. ; 

Art. IV. This body of infantry and of light cavalry 
shall be composed of five regiments, and of two battalions, 
according to the lists annexed to the present treaty; th« 
officprs' servants on the said list shall be furnished with arans, 
and every necessary equipment as soldiers, they shall do ser- 
vice 
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vice like them, if occasion requires it, and shall be paid as 
such. 

Art. V. The Most Serene Duke engages to furnish the 
recruits that may be annually necessary for this corps 5 these 
recruits shall be delivered, after a previous notice of four 
months, to his Britannic Majesty's commissary, disciplined 
and equipped ; the said recruits shall arrive at the place of 
their embarkation at the time that shall be agreed upon before 
the opening of each campaign. 

Art. yi. The King's service, and the preservation of the 
troops, requiring equally, that the commanding officers 
and. subalterns should be expert persons, his Most Serene 
Highness will take proper care iji the choice of them. 

Art.' VII. The Most Serene Duke engages to put this 
corps on the best footing possible •, and none shall be ad- 
mitted into it but persons proper for campaign service, and 
acknowledged as such by his Britannic Majesty's comihis- 

V^rt. VIIL This corps shall be furnished with tents, and 
all necessary equipage. 

Art. IX* The king grants to this corps the ordinary and 
extraordinary pay, as well as all advantages in forage, pro- 
vision, &c. &c. lenjoyed by the royal troops j and the Most 
Serene Duke engages to let this corps, enjoy all the emolu- 
ments of pay, that his Britannic Majesty aUows them; the^ 
sick and wounded of the said corps shall be taken care of in 
the. hospitals, and at the expence of the King, as the troops 
of his Britannic Majesty ; the wounded, np^ in a conditiop to 
serve, shall be transported into Europe, at the expence of 
the King, and landed in a port on the Elbe or the Weser 5 
as to what regards the body of light cavalry, they shall be 
put on the foot of the British light cavalry, wTien they are 
dismounted ; but^they shall have the same pay, as well ordi- 
nary as extraordinary, as the light horse of his Majesty, from 
the. day that they shall serve on horseback. 

Art. X. There shall be paid to his Most Serene Highness^ 
under the title of levy-money, for each foot-soldier^, or 
trooper not mounted, thirty crowns banco, the crown rec- 
koned at fifty-three sols of Holland, and reckoned at four 
shillings nine pence three farthings j one third of this levy 
money sliall be paid a month after the signature of the treaty, 
and the two other thirds shall be paid two months after- the 
wgliature .J. the < payment of this levy money shall be made, 
nevertheless, on condition, that thirty crowns banco ^fijl 

D 2 he 
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be retained for each soldier of the said corps, who without 
cause of sickness shall be absent on the day when they pass 
in review befoi'c his Britannic Majesty's commissary ; which 
thirty crowns banco shall, however, be paid as soon as the 
absent soldiers shall join their respe^ve corps. 

Art, XI. According to custom, three wounded men shall 
be reckoned as one kiUed ; a man killed shall be paid for at 
the rate of levy-money : if it shall happen, that aiiy of the 
regiments, battalions, or companies of this corps, shotdd 
suffer a loss altogether extraordinary, either in a battle, si 
^iege, or by an uncommon contagious malady, or by the loss 
of any transport vessel in the voyage to America, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty will make good, in the most equitable manner, 
the loss of the officer or soldier, and will be at the expence of 
the necessary recruits, to re-establish the corps that shall have 
suffered this extraordinary loss. 

Art. XII. The Most Serene Duke reserves to himself the 
nomination to the vacant employments, as also the adminis- 
tration of justice! moreover his Britannic Majesty will cause 
orders to be given to the commander of the army, in which 
this corps shaU serve, not to exaft of this corps any extraordi- 
nary services, or such as are beyond their proportion with the 
rest of the army 5 this corps shall take the oath of fidelity to 
his Britannic Majesty, without prejudice to the oath which 
they have taken to their sovereign. 

Art. XIII. Towards defraying the extraordinary ex- 
pences, which the hasty equipment of this body of troops 
occasions, his Biritannic Majesty grants two months pay, 
pretrious to the march of the said troops, and from the time 
the troops shall have quitted their quarters, in order to repair 
to the place of their- destination, all the expences of their 
march and transport^ shall be at the charge of his Britannic 
Majesty. 

Art. XrV. His Britannic Majesty grants to his Most Se- 
rene Highness an annual subsidy, which shall be regulated ia 
the manner following : it shall commence from the day of the 
signature of the present treaty, and shall be single, that is to 
say, of t|ie amount of sixty-four thousand five hundred Ger- 
man croons, as long as these troops shall enjoy the pay 5 from 
the time the pay shall cease, the subsidy shall be double, that 
is to say, of one hundred twenty-nine thousand Genhan 
crowns. This double subsidy shall be continued during two 
years after the return of the said troops into his Most Sercfte 
Highness's dominionsi 

Art. 
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Art. XV. This treaty shall be ratified by the high con* 
tl*a6ting parties, and the ratifications thereof shall be ex- 
changed as soon as possible. 

Thus concluded, and signed by the minister plenipoteUf 
tiary of his Majesty, the King of Great-Britain, on one part, 
and by the minister plenipotentiary of his most sereQe high- 
ness the duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg on the other 
part. 

Done at Brunswick this pth of January, 1 776, 
William Faucitt (L. S.) J. B. de Feronce (L. S.) 

Note concerning the Levy Money* 

BY the state annexed to the present note, it is* manifest 
that the total of the heads for which levy money is paid, 
amounts to four thousand eighty-four. By the loth article 
of the treaty, it is agreed, that thirty crowns banco or fifty 
three sols of Hq^land, shall be paid ; the crown banco is va- 
lued at 4s. 9|d. which makes for the whole 2948 il. 7s. (^d. 
By the same loth article, it4s agreed, that one third part of 
this sum shall be paid in one month, and the two other third 
parts, two months after the signature ; consequently his Bri- 
tannic Majesty will be pleased to order it to be paid on the 
9th of February next to the banker properly authorised, the 
third part of the levy money making 9827I. 2s. 6d. the two 
other third parts shall pe paid on the 9th of March next, 
the amount of which is 19654I. 5s. 

Done and signed at Brunswick this 9th of January, 1776* 
William Fauckt. J. B. de Feronce. 

State of the Number of the Heads for nvhicb Levy Money is to le 

paid. 

General Staff. 
I Servant of the lieutenant quarter-master general. 
1 Servant of the cashier. 
II Labourers. 
a Servants for the carriage with the military chest. 

Carried over 15 

D3 t^v- 
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Brought over 15 

Rfgiment of Dragoons* 



StAFF. 

\ Mcrvnnt^ of the cnptain lieutenants. 

f Mervwnt of thr aid <lr camp. 

I of t he (iimrter-inastcr general. 

t of the thwnbin. 

t of t lie muhtor. 

f of t he Mirgeou major. 

\ 'Vi'UitUHHer of the UaIU 

\ rin»vo?t» 

I Ui!t tl9M«itilUU 



U 



t Troop. 



"4 vvr. r:^.i?5es'f<^feur troops 

•>4rttt^ - - - 



296 
15 



311 men. 



Battalion of Grenadiers, 

Staff. 
1 Son^Hlt^hc captain lieutenant. 
1 *ig ^hc aid de camp, 

t • . ^ ^ ^ ^Hc surgeon's assistant. 
. 1 1 »^ 



Carried over 326 
Onr 
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Brought over 326 

One Company of Grenadiers* 

4 Servants for the officers 
10 Inferior officers. 

1 Surgeon. * • ,4 
3 Drummers. 

2 Fifes. 

6 Carpenters. 
106 Grenadiers. 
2 Bats-men. 

134 men, makes for four companies^ of which 



this battalion is composed 

Sta£F - 


- S%6 
' ' • S 

^541 


Regiments of Infantrf. 


- 


Staff. 




2 Servants of the captain heutenants. 
1 Servant of the aid de camp. 
I ^ Surgeon major. 
I * Chaplain. 
I Auditor. 


« 


I Quarter master majon 
I • Qerk. 
I Drum major. 
4 Hautboys. 
I Provost. 

1 His assistant. 

2 Bats-men. 


• \ 



17 men. - 

Company. 



4 Servants for the officers. 
10 Inferior officers. 



Carried over 867 
D 4 I Sur-» 
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Brought over 867 

1 Surgeon. 

3 Drummers* 
106 Soldiers. 

2 Bats-men. 

126 men— total of five companies 630 
Staff - - - 17 

647 

Second regiment - - 647 

Third regiment -•• - 647 

Foufth regiment - - 647 

Battalion of Light Infantry. 

Staff. 

I Servant of the captain lieutenant- 

I Aid de camp. 

I Quarter master. 

I Provost 

I His assistant. 

I Servant for the chest 

I carriage with the mediciiiesi, 

7 men 

Ope Cohtpany (fCl^£eurs^ 

4 Servants for the officers. 

1 Surgeon. 

10 Ii;iferior officers. 

2 trench horns. 
123 Chasseurs. 

2 Bats-men. 

142 mtn 

Om Ordinary Compa^y*^ 

4 Servants for the ofBcet^. 
I Surgeon.. 
10 Inferior officet^ 

3 Drummers. 

/ Cardicdover 3455 

100 Soldiar« 
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Brought over 3455 
100 Soldier?. 
2 Bats<*inen« 

lao men 4 Companies of this force 480 

I Company of Chasseurs 142 

Staff - - 7 
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629 



Sum total 4084 men. 



Translation of a Treaty between his Majesty and the Landgra?e 
of Hesse Cassel. 

Signed at Cassel the 15/A g^ January, 1776. 

HIS Britannic Majesty being desirous of employing in 
ins service a body of twelve thousand men of the troc^ of 
his most serene highness the reigning Landgrave of Hesse 
Casseli and that prince full of attachment for his Majesty, 
desiring nothing more than to give him proofs of it, his Ma- 
jesty, in order to settle the objects relative to this alliance, has 
thought proper to send to Cassel the Sieur William Faucitt 
his minister plenipotentiary and colonel in his service -y and 
his Most Sereiie Highness has named, on his part for the 
same purpose, the Barcm Martin Emeste de Schlieffen his 
minister of state, lieutenant general and knight of his orders, 
who being furnished with requisite fiill powers, have agreed 
that the treaties formerly concluded between Great Britain 
and Hesse, shall be made the basis of the present treaty, an4 
to adopt as much of them as shall be applicable to the pre- 
sent circumstances, or to determine by new articles such 
points as must be settled otherwise; every thing that shall not 
DC differently regulated, shall be deemed to subsist in ftdl 
force, as it shall appear to be declared in the abovementioned 
treaties ; and as it is not pos$ible to specify each particular 
case, every thing that shall not be found regulated ^n a pre- 
jcise manner, neither in the present treaty nor in the former 
treaties, ought to be settled with equity and good faith, con- 
formably to the same principles which were agreed on each part 

to 
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to be pufsued for regulating all such cases, whether during or 
after the last war. 

I. There shall be therefore, by virtue of this treaty between 
his Majesty the King of Great Britain and his most serene 
highness the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, their successors and 
heirs, a strift friendship, and a sincere, firm and constant 
union, insomuch that the one shall consider the interests 
of the other as his own, and shall apply himself with good 
faith to idvance them to the utmost, and to prevent and avert 
mutually all trouble and loss. 

IL To this end it is agreed, that all former treaties prin- 
cipally of guaranty, be deemed to be renewed and confirmed 
by the present treaty in all their points, articles and clauses, 
and shall be of the same force as if they were herein inserted, 
word for word, so far as is not derogated from them, by the 
present treaty. 

in. This body of twelve thousand men of the troops of 
Hesse, which is to be employed in his Britannic Majesty's 
service, shall consist of four battalions of grenadiers of four 
companies each, fifteen battalions of infantry of five compa- 
nies each, and two companies of chassetirs ; the whole pro- 
vided with general and other necessary officers. This corps 
shall be completely equipped and provided with tents, and all 
•accoutrements of which it may stand in need j in a word sjiall 
• be put upon the best footing possible, and none shall be ad- 
mitted into it but men fit for service, and acknowledged for 
such by his Britannic Majesty's commissary. Formerly the 
signature of the treaties" has usually preceded, by some time, 
the term of the requisition for the march of the troops, but 
as in the present circumstances there is no time to be lost, the 
day of the signature of the present treaty is deemed also to 
be the term of the requisition ; and three battalions of gre- 
nadiers, six battalions of infantry, with one company of 
chasseurs, shall be in a condition to pass in review before his 
Britannic Majesty's commissary on the fourteenth of February, 
and shall begin to march on the day following, the fifteenth 
of February, for the place of embarkation. The rest shall 
be ready in four weeks after, if possible, and march in like 
manner. 

This body of troops shall not be separated, unless reasons 
pf war require it, but shall remain, under the orders of the ge- 
neral to whom bis Most Serene Highness has entrusted die 

- command; 
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command ; and the second division shall be condufted to the 
same places only where the first shall aftually be, if not con* 
trary to the plan of operations. 

IV. Each battalion of this body of troops shiall be provided 
with two pieces of field-artillery, with the ofiicers, gunners, 
and other persons, and the train thereunto belonging, if his 
Majesty is desirous of it. 

V. .Towards defraying the expence in which the Most Se- 
rene Landgrave shall be engaged for the arming and putting in 
condition the said corps of twelve thousand men, his Majesty 
the King of Great Britain promises to pay to his M€;st Sa«ne 
Highness, for each foot soldier thirty crowns banco levy mo- 
ney, as well for the infantry as for the chafleurs, or artillery, 
if there should be any, the sum total of which shall be ascer- 
tained according to the number of men composing this corps, 
and as they have been reckoned in former alliances. 

The sum. of one hundred and eighty thousand crowns banco 
valued as in the following article, shall be paid on account of 
this levy money on the tenth of February, and the residue 
shall be paid when the second division of this corps shall begin 
their march. 

VI. In all the former treaties a certain number of years is 
stipulated for their duration ; but in the present his Britannic 
Majesty chusing rather not to engage himself for any longer 
time than he shall have occasion for these troops, consents in- 
stead thereof that the subsidy shall be double from the day of 
the signature of this treaty to its expiration, that is to say, 
that it shall amount for this body of twelve thousand men to 
the sum of four hundred and fifty thousand crowns banco per 
annum; the crown reckoned at fifty-three sols of Holland, or 
at four shillings and nine-pence three farthings English mo- 
ney, and that the subsidy shall continue upon this foot du- 
ring all the time that this body of troops shall remain in Bri- 
tish pay. His Britannic Majesty engages also to give notice 
to the 'Most Serene Landgrave of its determination twelve 
months' or a whole year before it shall take place; which no- 
tice shall not even be given before this body of troops is re- 
turned, and aftually arrived in the dominions of the said prince, 
namely in Hesse, properly so called. His Majesty shall con- 
tinue equally to this corps the pay and other emoluments for 
the remainder of the month in which it shall repass the 
frontiers of Hesse j and his Most Serene tjighness reserves to 

himself 
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lumself oh his $ide, the liberty of recalling his troops at the 
end of four years, if they are not sent back before, or to agree 
with his Britannic Majesty at the end of that time for another 
term* 

VII. With regard to the pay and treatment, as well ordi- 
nary as extraordinary, of the said troops, they shall be put oh 
the same foot, in all respefts, with the national British troops ; 
and his Majesty's department of war shall deliver without d^- 
l«y to that of his Most Serene Highness, an exadt and faith- 
ful state of the pay and treatment enjoyed by those troops ; 
which pay and treatment, in consideration that his Most Se- 
rene Highness could not put this corps in a condition to 
]b[)arch in so short a time without extraordinary expences, shall 
coomience for the first division on the first of February, and 
for the second, seven days before it shall begin to march, and 
shall be paid into the military chest of Hesse, without any 
abatement or deduftiohi io be distributed according to the ar- 
rangements which shkll be made for that purpose, and the 
sum of twenty thousand pounds sterling shall be advanced im- 
mediately on account of the said pay. 

VIII. If it should happen unfortunately that any regiment 
or company of the said corps should be ruined or destroyed 
cither by accidents on the sea or otherwise, in the whole or in , 
part, or tha]^ the pieces of artillery or other efFefts with which 
they shall be provided, should be taken by the enany, or lost 
on the sea, his Majfety the King of •Great Britain shall cause 
to be paid the expences of the necessary recruits, as well as 
the price of the ^aid field-pieces and efFefts, in order forth- . 
with to reinstate the artillery and the said regiments or com- 
panies; and the said-S:^cruits shall be settled likewise on the 
foot of those which were furnished to the Hessian oiBcers by 
virtue of the treaty of 1702, article the fifth, to the end that 
the corps may be always preserved and sent back in as good a 
state as it was delivered in : the recruits annually necessary shall 
be sent to the English commissary, disciplined and compleatly 
equipped, at the place of embarkation, at such time as his 
Britannic Majesty shall appoint. 

IX. In Europe his Majesty shall make use of this body of 
troops by land wherever he shall jijdge proper; but North 
America is the only country of the other parts of the globe 
where this body of troops shall be employed. They shall 
not serve on the sea, and they shall enjoy, in all things^ with- 
out 
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out any rcstriftion whatsoever, the same pay and emoluments 
jSis are enjoyed by the English troops, 

X. In case the Most Serene Landgrave should be attacked 
or disturbed in the possession qf his dominions,, his Britannic 
Majesty promises and engages to give him all the succoiur that 
it shall be in his power to afford^ [original, de dotmer] which 
succour shall be continued to him until he shall have ob- 
tained an entire security and just indemnification: as the 
most Serene Landgrave promises likewi^ on his part, that 
in case his Majesty the King of Gx'eat Britain is attacked or 
disturbed in his kingdoms, dominions, lands, provinces, or 
towns, he will give him [original, lui pretera\ in like manner 
all the succour that it shall be in his power, to afford [ori- 
ginal^ de donner] which succour shall likewise be continued 
to him, until he shall have obtained a good and advantageous 
. peace. 

XI. In order to render this alliance and union the more 
j[>crfeft, and to leave no doubt with the parties about the cer- 
tainty of the succour which they have to expeft by virtue of 
this treaty, it is expressly agreed, that to judge for the fu- 
ture whether the case of this alliance and the stipulated suc- 
cour exists or not, it shall suffice, that either of the parties 
is aftually attacked by force of arms,* without his having first 
used open force against him who attacks him. 

Xn. The sick of the Hessian corps shall remain under the 
care of their physicians, surgeons, and other persons appoint- 
ed for that purpose, under the orders of the general cont- 
ma^ding the corps of that nation^ and every thing shall be 
allowed them that his Majesty allows to his own troops. 

XIII. All the Hessian deserters shall be faithfully given 
" up wherever they shall be discovered in the places dependent 

on hisl^ritnnnic Majesty, and above all, as far as it is possible, 
no person whatever of that nation shall be permitted to esta- 
blish himself in America, without the consent of his sovc- 
reign. 

XIV. All the transports for the troops, as well for the 
men as for the effects, shall be at the expence of his Britan-* 
nic Majesty 5 and none belonging to the said corps shall pay 
any postage of letters, in consideration of the distance of the 
places. 

XV. The treaty shall be ratified by the high contrafting 
parties, and the ratifications thereof shall be exchanged as 
soon as possible. 

la 
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In witness whereof, we the undersigned, funiished witb 
the full powers of his Majesty the King of Great Britain^ on^ 
one part, and of his Most Serene Highness the reigning 
Landgrave of Hesse Cassel on the other part, have sigaed 
the present treaty, and have caused the seals of our arms to 
be put thereto. Done at Cassel, the* fifteenth of January, 
in the year 1776. 

" L. S. William Faucitt. L- S. M. de Schlieflfen. .* 



Translation of a Treaty between his Majesty and the. Hereditary 
Prince of Hesse Cassel, reigning Count g/^Hanau, feff. ^ 

Signed at Hanau, the ^th £/" February, 1776. 

BE it known to all whom it may concern, that his Majesty 
the King of Great Britain having judged proper to accept a 
body of infantry of the troops of his most serene highness the 
hereditary Prince of Hesse Cassel, reigning Count of Hanau, 
&c. to be employed in the service of Great Britain, the high' 
contradting parties lyive ^iven orders, for this purpose to 
their respe£live ministers, that is to say, his Britannic Ma- 
jesty to Colonel WUIiam Faucittj captain of the guards ; and 
the. most serene hereditary Prince of Hesse Cassel to his mi- 
nister and privy counsellor Frederic de Mals.bourg ; who after 
the exchange of their rcspedlive full powers have agreed upon 
the fallowing articles. 

Art. I. The said Most Serene Prince yields to his Britan- 
nic Majesty a body of infantry of six hundred sixty-eight 
men, which shall be at the entire disposition of the King of 
Great Britain. 

Art. II. The Most Serene Prince engages to equip com- 
pleatly this corps, and that it shall be ready to march the 
twentieth of the month of March next, at farthest. The 
said corps shall pass in . review before his Britannic Majesty'3 
commissary at Hanau, if that can be done, or at some other 
place, as opportunity shall oflfer. 

Art. III. The Most Serene Prince engages to furnish the 
recruits annually nccess^y •, theise recruits shall be delivered 

to 
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to his Britannic Majesty's commissary, disciplined and conw : 
pleatly equipped: his Most Serene Highness will do his ut-' 
most that the whole may arrive at the place of their embarka- • 
tion at the time his Majesty shall fix upon. - 

Art. IV. The service of his Britannic Majesty, and the 
preservation of the troops, requiring equally that the eomr* 
manding officers and subalterns should be perfe<My acquainted: 
yrith the service, his Most Serene Highness will take proper 
care in the choice of them. 

Art. V. The Most Serene Prince engages to put this corpse 
on the best footing -possible, and none shall" be admitted into 
it but persons proper for campaign service, and acknowledged 
as such by his Britannic Majesty's commissary. 

Art. VI. r This corps shall be furnished with tents and all 
necessary equipage. 

Art. VII. The King grants to this corps the ordinary and 
€|Xtraordinary pay, as well as all the advantages in forage, 
provisions, winter quarters, and refreshments, &c. &c. en-^ 
joyed by the royal troops ; aiid ]the Most Serene Prince en- 
gages to let this corps enjoy all the emoluments of pay that 
his Britannic Majesty allows them. The sick and wounded 
of the said torps shall be taken care of in the King's hospitals, 
and sliall be treated in this respeft as his Britannic Majesty's 
troops ; and the wounded, not in a condition to serve, shall 
be tf-ansported into Europe, and sent back into their own 
country at the expeUcc of the King. 

VIII. Ttiere shall be paid to his Most Serene Highness, 
xmder the title of levy-money, for each foot soldier, thirty 
crowns batlco ; the crown reckoned at fifty-three sols of Hol- 
land : one half ' of this levy-money shall be paid six weeks 
"after the signature of the treaty, and the other half, three 
months and a half after the signature. 

Art, iXt According to custom, three wounded men shall 
be reckoned as one killed : a man killed, shall be paid for at 
the rate of tlie levy-money. If it shall happen that any 
company of this corps should be entirely ruined or destroyed, 
the King will pay the experice of the necessary recruits to re- 
establish this corps. 

Art. X. The Most Serene Prince reserves to himself the 
nomination to the vacant employments, as also the admini- 
stration of justice. r^Ioreovcr his Britannic Majesty will 

cause 
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cajiise orders to be givei^ to the commander ef the army in 
which this corps sli^ serve> not to exaA of this corps any 
extraordinary services, or such as are t^ond their proportion 
with the rest of the army ; and when they shall serve with 
the English troops, or with other auxiliaries, the officers shall 
command (as the military service requires of itself) accord**' 
ing to their military rank, and the seniority of their com- 
missions, without making any distinction of what corps the 
troops may be with which they may serve. This corps shall 
take the oath of fidelity to his Britannic Majesty, without 
pirqudice to that which they have taken to their sovereign. 

Art.* XI. Their pay shall commence fifteen days before 
tiie* march of this body of troops, and firom the time the 
troops shall have quitted their quarters, in order to repair to 
the place of their destination, all the expences of march and 
transptMTt, as well as of the future return of their troops into 
their own country, shall be at the charge of his Britaanic 
Majesty. 

Art. XII. His Britannic Majesty will grant to the Most Se- 
rene Prince, during all the time that this body of troops shall 
be in the pay of his Majesty, an annual subsidy of twenty-five 
thousand and fifty crowns banco. His Majesty shall cause no- 
tice of the cessation of the aforesaid subsidy to be given, a 
whole year before it shall cease to be paid, provided that this 
notice shall not be given till after the return of the troops into 
the dominions of his Most Serena Highness. 

This treaty shall be ratified by the high contrafting parties^ 
and the ratifications thereof shall be exchanged as soon as 
possible. In witness whereof, we the undersigned, in virtue 
of our full powers, have signed the present treaty, and have 
thereunto put the seals of our arms. 

Done at Hanau, the 5th of February, 177^^. 

L, S. William Faucitt, L. S. Frederic Bn. de'Malsbourg. 



The 



A, 1776. 



DEBATES. 



49 



The following Papers of Military Establishments were subjoined to 
the preceding Treaties. 

JEstabRsment of the Brunswick Troops which are to enter into the Pay of 
his Britannick Majesty. 

Matross 



I 

'I 
I 
I 

I 
.1 

I 
I 
I 
2 



His assistant 
Farrier 
His assistants 
Sadler 

Waggon-master 
His assistant 
2 Servants for the carriage with 
the military-chest 



22 men. 



General Staff. 
Major-general 
Lientenant-quarter-master- 

general 
His sffvant' 
Aid-de*<:amp 
Secretaiy 
Cashier 

His servant "♦ ^ 

Writer ' 
Clerk 

Gunsmith 

His assistants 

Establishnient of one Regiment of Infantry 
Staff. ^' "•' ■ ^ 

Colonel or lieutenant-colonel 
His servant 
Major 
His seryant 
I Aid-de-camp 

1 His servant 

2 Captain-lieutenants 
2 -.Servants 

I Regimental quarter-master 
I His servant 
X Audhor 
I His servant 
I Chaplmn 
I His servant 
I Surgeon-major 
I His servant 
I Cterk 
I His servant 
I Drum-major 
4 Hautbois 



Establishment of one Company. 

Captain 

His servant 

First lieutenant 

His servant 

Second lieutenant 

His servant 

Ensign 

His servant 

Serjeants 

Inferior officers 

I Captain d'armes 

I Fourier ; 

I Bearer of colours 
5 Corporals 

1 Surgeon 

3 Drummers 

20 Anspessades 7 >- it. 
BdSoIcfeers j 106 soldiers 

2 Servants for the tents 
I Solicitor 



I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
2 
3 



21 men tarried over. 
Vol. UL 



131 men carried over. 
E 



Brought 
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ax Brought over 131 Brought over 

vi Prcvot 

1 His servant 

2 Servants for the carriage with the 

nuUtary and medicine chests 
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2$ men 



131 men 



Five companies of 131 men 
Staff 



655 men 



Sum total of one regiment 68q 



Estahluhment of one Battalion of Grenadiers, 



Staf. 
Licutenant-coloneior major 


EsteAlishment of one Companj* 


t Captain 


His servant 


1 His servant 


I Captain4ieutenant 


1 First lieutenant 


I His servant 


X His servant 


I Aid-de-camp 


1 Second lieutenant 


I His servant 


I His servant 


I Surgeon-major 


X 6ub-lieutenant 


I His assistant 


X His servant 


I Provost 


2 Serjeants 


X His servant 


2 Inferior officers 




6 Corporals 




X Surgeon 




3 Drummers 




2 Fifes 




6 Carpenters 


* 


IS te^} ■«*»""" 




2 Servants for the tenu 




I Solicitor 


8 men 


139 men 


Four companies of 139 men 


556 meh 


Staff 


8 



Sum total of one battalion of grenadiers 564 



Esfabliihmem 
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Establishmenii of 
Staf. 



Colonel 

His servant 

Lieutenant-colonel 

His servant 

Major 

His servant 

3 Captain-lieutenants 

3 Their servants 

I Regimental quarter-master 

I His servant 

1 Aid-dc-camp 

I His servant 

I Chaplain 

I His servant 
. I Atiditor 

I His servant 

I Surgeon-major 

I His servant 

1 Clerk 

1 Trumpeter 

1 Provost 

I His servant 

1 Farrier 

I His assistant 

iSadler 

I His assistant 
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one Regiment of Dragoons . 

Establishment of one Troop. 
I Captain « 

I His servant 
1 Lieutenant 
I His servant 
I Cornet 
I His servant 
I Quarter-master 
a Sergeants 
3 Corporals 

1 Surgeon 

2 Drummers 
60 Dragoons 

2 Servants for the tents* 
I Solicitor 



24 men 



Four troops of 78 men 
Staff 



78 men 



312 men 
24 



Sum total of a regiment of dragoons 336 
Establishment of one Battalion of Light'^lnfantry* 



Stajf. 

Lieutenant-colonel or major 
.His servant 

I Captain-lieutenant 

I His scrvanf 

I Aid-decamp 

I His servant 

I Surgeon-major 

I Regimental quarter-master 

I His servant 



1 Provost 

I His servant 

I Servant for the carriage With 

the military-chest 
I Servant for the carriage with 

the medicines 



II men 



Ea 



EstttbVuV 
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Estabthbment ofene Company 


of 


Establishment of one ordinary 


, •- Chasseurs^ 




CiOwpany* 




I Captain 




1 Captain 




1 His servant 




I His servant 


. 


I First-licutenant 




I First-lieutenant 




I His servant 




i His servant 




1 Second-lieutenant 




I Second-lieutenant 


' 


I His servant 




I His servant 




1 Sub-Ueutcnant 




I Sub-lieutenant 




1 His servant 




I His servant 




1 Surgeon 




I Surgeon 




a Serjeants 




2 Serjeants 




2 Inferior officers 




2 Inferior officers 




6 Corporis 




6 Corporals 


^ 


2 French-horns 




3 Drummers 




123 Charsseurs 




20 Anspessades 7 , 
80 Soldiers . 1 ^°° ' 


soldiers 


2 Servants for the tents 




X Solicitor 




2 Servants for the tents ' 






I Solicitor 




147- men 




125 men. 





Four companies of 125 men 500 men 

One company of Chasseurs 147 men 

Staff 1 1 men 

Sum total of a battalion of Light-Infantry. . 658 men 

RECAPITULATION. Mem 
The first division consists in the General Staff of 22 

Prince Frederick's regiment of infantry, of - - - 680 

The regiment of Ridesel, of - - - - - - - 680 

The battalion of grenadiers of Breyman, of - - 564 

The regiment of Light-Dragoons -- --- 336 

* Total of the first division . 2282 

Men* 
One regiment of Retz ...-.--• ^80 
One regiment of Specht -------- 680 

One battalion of Light-Infantry of Barner - - - 658 

■ " I' ■ 
Total of the second division 2018 

Sum Total 4300 
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Eitahlishment of the troops af 
The General St of, 
General-Commandant. 

His two aid-de-camps^ 

His secretary 
Lieutenant-general of infimtry 

His aid-deH:amp . / 

Major-generals of infantry 
Aids-de-camp 
Quarter-master-general 
His assistant 
Majors of brigade 
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tie Landgrave of Hesse CdsseL 
• 2 Assistant majors, of brigade 

1 Auditor-general 

2 Qiaplains of the general staff 
I Physician 

I Surgeon-general 

I Waggon-master of the gOie* 

ral staff 
I Provost and his servants 
.1 Serjeant of jua^ice 
I Executioner and his servants 



The St^. 

Colond-commandant of the 

' four battalions of grenadiers 

Lieutenant-colonel 

Quarter-mastei" of the regi- 
ment 

Gunsmith 

Provost 

Servant for the carriage with 

the military chest. 
^Total of the staff 



One Batttalion of Gfenadiers, 



2 Ensign and his servant 

3 Serjeants 
I Fourier 

I Captaine d'armes 
6 Corporals 

1 Surgeon 

2 Fifes 

3 Drummers 
105 Private men 

I Solicitor 



131 Total of one company 
393 ... of three others 
. . . of the staff. 



One Company, 
Captain and hiis servants 
Lieutenant and his servant — — 

Second-lieutenant and his ser- 524 Total of one battalion of gre- 
vant nadiers. 

One Regiment of Infar^ry. 



The Staff. 
Colonel 

Lieutenant-colonel 
Major 

Aid^e-camp « 

Quarter-master of the regi- 
ment 
Auditor 
Chaplain 
Surgeon-major 
Waggon-master 



I Drum-major 

6 Hautboys 

I Gun-«mith 

I Provost 

I His servant 

I Servant for the carriage with 

the military chest 
I Servant for the carriage with th 

medicines. 

—-Totalofthe Staff 
E3 
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One Company. 

2 Captain jind his servant 3 Drummers 

2 lieutenant and his servant 105 Private men 

2 Second-lieutenant and his i Solicitor 

servant • • 

2 Ensign arid his servant 130 Total of one company 

3 Serjeants 520 - - of four others 
I Fourier . - - of the staff 

1 Captaine d'armes 

7 Corporals 650 Total of one regiment of in- 

1 Surgeon fantry 

One Company <f Chaffeurs. 

2 Captain and his servant i Quarter master major 

2 Lieutenant and his servant i Servant forthe carri--\ 

4 Second-lieutenants and their age with the milita- I 

servants- • ry chest and medi- { ^°' ^^® " 

o • ^ • • >twocempar 

4 Serjeants cines j nies. 

1 Fourier' 2 Others for the am- | 

I Captain d'armes munition carriage J 

6 Corporals • 

I Surgeon 

3 French-horns 
105 Chasseurs . 

129 Total of one company of chasseurs- 

RECAP ITULATION. 

The General Staff. 
524 Total of one battalion of grenadiers 
^^^57^ - - - of three others 

656. - - - of one regiment of infantry 
9,100 - - - of fourteen others 

129 r - - of one coinpany of chasseurs 
129 - - -p of another 

12,104 * 

Estahluhment of the Regiment of Infantry of the Hereditary Prince (f 

Iiesse CasseL- , 

5/^ 3 Surgeons 

I Colonel I Drum-major. 

I Lieutenant-colonel 6 Hautbois 

I Major, I Auditor . i Provost 

I Regimental quarter-master i His servant 
I Chaplain , — 

J Siirgeon^majqr ' 19 Establish^ 
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JEscablishment of a Company 


/ 


SstaiSfbment of a Regimentai 


Grenadiers. 






K^on^tOiy* 


I Captain 






I Captain 


I Pirst-Lieutenant 






I FirstJieutenant 


2 Second-lieutenants 






I Second-lieutenant ' 


I Serjeant-major 






I Ensign 


2 Serjeants 






t Seijeant<n^or 


-I Fourier 






a Serjeants 


I Captaine d'armcs 






I Fourier 


3 Corporals 






X Captain d'armes 


2 Fifes 








3 Drummers 






2 Corporals 


OCT Grenadiers 






3 Drummers 



112 



93 Privates 

io6 

432 the four other compankn 
X 12 the company of groiadiers 
16 the staff 

668 Toul 



Translation of the Convtnlion with the Landgrave ef Hesse CasseU t<^ 9000 Men, to be j 
into the Service of his Majesty and in the States, 



Convention made between his Ms^jesty the 
King of Great Brit«iin and their High and 
Mighty I-ordh'hps, the States General, on 
one pai4; and his Most Serene Highness the 
Landgrave of Hes^e Cas^el, on the other part ; 
touching a body of 9000 men, whi^h his «aid 
HUrhncss bad promised to give for the good of 
the common cause. 

Fint, His Highness shall furnish the said 
King of Great Britain, and the said Lords 
the States General, with 6000 men ; which 
•ball coOsist according to the list which shall 
lie made thereof, in one regiment of horse, 
of six com]Mnie» : two regiments of dragoons, 
each of eight corojmnies ; and five regiments 
of foot, each of twelve companies; each reg • 
lAent having its field and staff officers; and 
making together, in the whole, the number of 
6000 men. 

2. These 6000 men shall be good troops, 
well exercised, cloathod, and:;rmed; and they 
shall have good horses*; and shall bo provided 
with all thai shall be heceisary for them. 

3. The said 6000 mei) shall be paid reguhrly, 
act-onlinj^ to the abo\4jau|i li«;t ; ot^e half by 
liU \r>.josty the Ktng of Great Britain, and 



the other half by their High and Mighty Lo 
ships; on tlie same foot the States Gene 
pay their own troops, and M soon as' the oti 
foreign troopi of Qther princes ; and they sfa 
not, at any time, be more than thtM aou: 
in arrear. 

4. The pay of these troops ^all oommcr 
tw;> full months before the day they shall i 
ter apou the bonters of the state of th 
High and Mighty Lordships, or on the ph 
whiUier thev shall bo required to come, wl 
ther it be for adion, or otherwise; wh< 
they shall be immediately received by the 00 
mis.^rles of hi> Briunuic ^ Mi^eay, and 
their High and Mighty Lordships : and th 
shall uke an oath of fidelity to the said Kii 
and to the said States General. 

5. Fur what relates to the recruits of the s: 
COCO men, they shall be upon the same f( 
as their High and Mighty Lordships treat th 
own troops: and, moreover, it shall be Ic 
on their part, to the liberty of the said 60 
men, tu raise their recruits where it shall 
most convenient for them, as well in the t 
ritories'of his Highness, as in those of th 
High and Mighty Lordships. 
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6..Jbi:tii^e(tfw^, thoK 6Q0O men shall be 
paid 111 moHcy, for wa^gops, and" o^er equi- 
page, what their Qi^'and iMijjhty Lordships 
pay their own troops ; and, in dUort| ttey fhall 
enjoy all the same advantages in. geneiral that 
the said troops of their High and Mighty 
Lordships do ehjey. " * 

7. In case that, after an accammod^iuQ, or 
peace be made, h is Majesty ,af . Great 'Britain, 

?.nd their High and Migtity Loi-dships,. should 
lave a mind to send back the said 6080 men, 
his said Highness shall have noticero? iftwo 
mouths before they begin their march, in or- 
der to their return 
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14. In case his said Highness be attacked in 
his own country, as abovesaid, and that he 
thinks fit to recall the said 6000 men, he may 
Eikewise recall the said 3000. 

15. The said King, and the said Lords, the 
States General, shall pay for what is above- 
mentioned to hia Highness, one hundred 
thousand crowns, or two hundred and fifty 
thousand livres (money of Holland) yearl]^, 
during the four first years of the. war, to 
commence with this present year; and, after 
that time, as long as the war shall Ust, or 
that the said troops shall continue hi their ser* 

] vice, half of the said sum ; that is to say, one 



8. In case, iis^ttbovesaid, that these troops be hundred and twenty-five thousand livres. 



sent back, or recalled, his Ma|est^ the Kiog of 
Great Britain, and their- Hijjh. and Mijfhty 
Lordships, shall pay to the said troops what 
shall be due to them, as welt eft account, of 
their pay, as for waggons. 

9. It shall be left to the disposal of his Highr 
ncss, in caXe of any great and evident danger-, 
or, if h^shkll Happen to be attocked in hi> ovn 
dominaQOf ; thereupon to recal the said troops; 
and they shall be'isent him back immediately, 
and without any contradiction. 

10. When his Majesty the King of Great 
Britain, and their High and Mighty Lord* 
ships, after the war is ended, shall send back 
the sa\d,gpOO men, in that.caSQ th^y sh^i 
have one full month's pay for their return and 
carriage-money: but in case his Highness 
recalls them before the ratification of the 
treaty of peace, then they shall be paid no 
more than the remainder of the month^s pay 
wherein^they are recalled. 

11% In oase of the sending back, or recall, of 
the said ^6000 men, neither the said King, 
nor the said Lords the States General, shall 
pay fblj'orfill up, the private soldiers, which 
may then bt wanting; but it shall lie upon 
the officers to answer for the same to his High- 
ness the Landgrave. 

12. His Highness shall further add 3000 men 
to the said 6000 men,no serve together in one 
body, which he shall maintain wholly at his 
tkvrn charge^ and they shill perform the same 
^rvfce during the campaTgn, as the first 6000 
men 5 it being nevertheless to l>e understood, 
that ammunition, bread, and forage, shall be 
furnished the said 3000 men, during the cam- 
paign, cm the same terms with the other troops 
of the States. 

\Z. His said Highness shall be allowed, after 
campaign is over, to quarter these 3000 men 
in his own country duriiig the winter, pro- 
vided they do ri'join the other 6000 men* in the 
5piing. 



yearly, payable every year by way of anticipa- 
tion. 

IG. And, towardsthesupport of the charges 
which his Highness will be obliged to be at, 
at present, there shall be advanced to his said 
Highness, as soon as the ratification shall be 
exchanged, four hundred thousand livres, to 
be discounted on the two first years. 

17. The said King, and the said Lords, the 
States General, shall procure the requisitorial 
letters which shalj be necessary for the march 
of the said troops. 

18. This convention shall be ratified, and 
the ratifications thereof exchanged, here at ' 
the. Hague, in four weeks, or sooner, if -U 
be possible. 

In witness whereof, we the underwritten 
ambassador extraordinary, deputies, and coun- 
sellon; plenipotentiaries, of his Majesty the 
King of Great Britain, the Lords the States 
General, and the Landgrave of Hesse, have 
concluded, signed, and sealed with our coats 
of arms, the present convention ; that is to 
say, I the Earl of Marlborough, at London, 
the l$th of February 1701-2; and we the 
Deputies of the Lords the States General, and 
the Counsellors, plenipotentiaries of his 
Highness the Landgrave, at the Hague, the 
7th of February in the year 1702 new 
stile. 

(L. S.) HaW6o?oi/gA. 
(L. S.) J. Van Esseii. (L. S.) J. R. Von Daimg. 
(L.S) F. B. df. lieede. • 
(L.S.)/. 6". Ktaute, 
(L.S^) A. Heinsius. 
(L.S.) Joha'H. Becker, 
(L.S.) K. de Weede. 
(L.S.) Du Tour. 
(L.S.J IL .7. Roelinch, 
(L.S.)iS'. L. Cuc/ti/i^a. 
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January ap. 
Priyate business. 

Janiiary 39. 
Decollation of Charles I. 

January 3l« 



Private business. 
No debate. 



February I* 
February 2. 



Nothing done. 
Adjourned to February 5. 

February 5. 
Private business. * 

February 6* 
Not members sufficient for a ballot. 

February 7. 
No debate. 

February 8 and ^ 
Private business. 
Adjourned to February 1 2. 

February I %. 



Private business. 
No debate. 



February 13, 



February 14. 
The order of the day for takmg into considerttioii the le* 
port of the committee appointed last session, .to try the. dec- 
tioa for Shaftesbury, on the petition of Hans Wintrop Mor-« 
timer, esq. the member seated by their determination^ was 
read. After which> Sir George Tonge^ chairman of the com« 
mittee, staled the proceedings of the conunittee, and the 
&£ls. He stated, that the most notorious bribery and cor<« 
ruption, and perjury, had been carried on at the last deflioit 
at Shaftesbury *, not secretly, and as if ashamed of such prac* 
tices *, but openly, and with pomp and parade, by sound of 
trumpet, ringing of bells, public processions, and other me- 
thods of inviting the voters to accept the bribes. That it' 
appeared likewise to have been the praAice, for many years 
back, for the voters at Shaftesbury to expeft money from the 
candidates at elections, and that nothing was to be done witL* 
out it. In proof of these fa£b he made several references to 
the report of the committee, which was read j and having* 
expressed his sense of the duty he owed to himself as a member 
of rarliament, to the committee of which he was appointed 

chairman^ 
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chairman, and to the House, he added, that he had discharg- 
ed his conscience in bringing the whole of the evidence before 
the House, which would answer no purpose, unless he had the 
support of the House in regard to what he should propose in 
the further proceedings upon this matter. He concluded, by 
shewing the necessity of coming to some resolutions effeftually 
to stop these shameful proceedings at Shaftesbury, and to 
pimish the delinquents; for which purpose he moved, first, 
the following resoli^tion : 

Resolved, That it appears to this House, from the minutes 
of the committee appointed to try the merits of the last elec- 
tion at Shaftesbury, that the most notorious subornation 
of perjury had been practised, and the most wilful, corrupt 
pcijury committed) at the last election for Shaftesbury in Dor- 
setdure. Agreed to* 

That it appears to this House from the minutes of the same 
committee. That Francis Sykes and Thomas Rumbold, Esqrs. 
(the late sitting members) John Good, William Bennett, 
WilUam Armstrong, Matthew Merefield, and Thomas Han- 
nami, were abettors, &c. 

This motion produced a debate. Mis Serjeant Adairy ex- 
pressed. That it was contrary to the rules -of law and equity 
to condemn persons unhe^d, who had- no notice or expecta- 
tion of such a proceeding. He was followed by Mr. Demp- 
ster, much upon the same ground, adding, that it was taking 
3x>n the House to find persons guilty without evidence. 
either of these gentlemen seemed to think the evidence, 
from the minutes any proof of the chaise against Sykes and 
Rtunbold. The Solicitor-General urged the same, and said, 
it was a resoluticm the House could not come to precipitately j 
that it ought to be duly weighed and reconsidered. Mr. 
Montague objeAed to the resolution being general, as it had 
not. appeared to him that the evidence was equally strong 
against all. Sir George Yonge agreed to divide the resolu- 
tion, and take each name separately ; and the debate now 
went on upon the resolution singly against Mr. Sykes. Mr. 
Seijeant Adair moved. That the further consideration of the 
report be put oflF to this day fortnight, when Mr^ Sykes 
should have notice to attend. Mr. Solicitor-General and 
Mr. Hans Stanley supported Mr. Adair's motion. 

The original resolution was supported by the Lord Mayor, 
[Mr.. Sawbridge,] Sir Joseph Mawbey, and Sir Edward 
Astley. 

Sir 
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Sir Cecil Wray observed, that he was glad the chairman had 
begun at the right end, viz. with the corrupters j but that in 
the present case, he must support the amendment, as, consi- 
dering the House as a grand jury, it ought to have viva voce 
evidence,* and not blindly take that which was given before 
another court, which ought not to have any other weight 
with the House, than as leading to an enquiry, 
• Mr. Adair's motion passed in the negative without a divi- 
sion J and the questions being severally put, with respeft to the 
several persons mentioned, the resolution against them all was 
agreed to. 

Sir George Yonge next moved, that the Attorney-General 
be dire£ted by the House to prosecute all the said parties} 
which was likewise agreed to. 

Finally \ He moved for leave to bring in a bill to disfran« 
chise certain persons to be therein named, and to incapacitate 
them from voting at eledlions for members to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the borough of Shaftesbury ; which was agreed to^ 
and a. committee ordered to bring in the same. 
February 15. 

The right honorable T. Tovmshend spoke fully upon the 
privileges of the House of Commons. He maintained, that 
the only true substantial meaning or idea those privileges con- 
veyed was, that they were the indubitable right of all the 
Commons of England, who had one general mtercst in them. 
That to be sure, m a more confined sense, they wei-e particu- 
larly applied first to that House, as a deliberative bodyj and 
one of the branches of the legislature. Secondly, to the in- 
dividual members who composed that body. He did not in^ 
tend to make them, however, the subjeft of this day's bua- 
ness J they were but of secondary, nay indeed of very inferior 
consequence, when opposed to that great privilege, the power 
of granting money, of keeping the purse of their constituents 
safe from the hands of violence, art or fraud. This was a 
trust of the first magnitude ; it, in faft, included every 
other ; for so long as that was preserved inviolate, the crown 
would remain under the constitutional controul of Parlia- 
^ ment ; so soon as that was wrested by open force, defeated 
by indirect means, or done away by fraud, the liberties and 
the privileges of the people would be for ever annihilated. 
He expatiated on the commendable, wise, and well-founded 
jealousy of that House whenever the least attempt had been 
made in that way even by the other House ; but when any 
endeavours wtre made bv the crown, cr its ministerial agents, 

the 
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the Commolis at all times caught the. ^lartu ; they had at all 
times uniformly united, as if they were a£):uated by one sou^ 
to c^^^ny attempt of the cfown to encroach upon t}ieir pow- 
er of granting or refusing the money to be raised on them<- 
sdTes or their constituents. He then opened the cause which 
induced him to make these observations } and read the fol- 
lowing papers. 

Message to' the Irish House of Commons, 

Jovis, Nov. 23, 1774. 
HARCOITRT, 
I HAY£ his Majesty's command to acquaint you that 
the situation of a3aixs> in part of his American dominions, 
is such, as makes it necessary, for the honour and safety of the 
British empire, and for the support of his Majesty's just 
rights, to desire the concurrence of his faithful Parliament of 
Ireland, in sending out of this kingdom a force not exceed- 
ing four thousand men, part of the niunber ot troops upon 
this establishment, appointed to remain in this kingdom, for 
its defence, and to declare to you, his Majesty's most gra- 
cious intentions, that such part of. his. army as shall be spar- 
ed out of this kingdom^ to answer the preseat exigency of 
a£ur$, is not to continue a charge upon this establishment 
so long as they shall remain out of the.kingdom. I am fur- 
ther commanded to inform you, that as his Majesty has 
nothing more at heart than the security and protedtion of 
his people of Ireland, it is his intention, if it be the desire 
of Parliament, to replace such forces, as may be sent out of 
this kingdom, by an equal number of foreign Protestant 
troops, as soon as his Majesty shall be enab&d so to do. 
Tlie charge of such troops to be de&ayed without any ex- 
. .pence to this kingdom. 

JExtroB/rom the Address of Knights y isfc to Lord Harcourt. 

THAT your excellency will be pleased to- return his 
Majesty our most gratdful thanks for his gracious declaration, 
that his Majesty hath nothing more at heart than the security 
and proteAion of his people of Ireland, of which his Majesty 
has given a signal proof, by his ofter, if it shall be the desire 
of Parliament, to replace such forces as may be sent out of this 
kingdom, by an equal number of foreign Protestant troops, 
the charge thereof to be defrayed, without any expence to* 
this kingdom. 

ExtraSl 
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ExtraBfrofn the. Votes of the House of Commons ^IrdatuL 

AN amendment was proposed to be made to the resolution, 
by inserting after the word resolved, the following words, 
viz. "That having, in consequence of his Majesty's gra- 
cious recommendation, and of our mature consideration of 
the state of this country, repeatedly declared our opinion, 
that twelve thousand men are necessary for the defence of 
this kingdom ; being sensible that it would be a violation of 
the trost rep6sed in us, should we have subjected our consti- 
tuents to a very heavy expence, in times of perfeft tranquil- 
lityi for the purpose of providing a force, which we are to 
part with in the times of danger ; and being convinced, that 
since the time at which we first declared twelve thousand men 
to be necessary, the probability of a war has increased^ and not 
diminished* J^ 

Right JlofmiraUi Mr, Speaker^ s Speech to his ExceUencj Simoil 
Earl of Harcourt 

Lutut 2$ die Dieetnbris 1 77 J. 
May it please your Excellency, 
THE condu^ of the Commons, in the course of thii 
session, has marked more strongly, if possible, than in anjf 
former period,, their loyalty, duty, and affe£Hon to hir Ma- 
jesty, and their zeal fi>r the interest and honour of Gre^« 
Britain. At the hazard of their own safety they have con- 
sented to part with one third of the forces deemed necessary to 
be maintamed at all times within this kingdom for its defoice 
in a season when powerful reasons existed for retaining thfin, 
without putting Great Britain to the expence of replacing 
them, though generously offered ; and they have chearfuUy 
granted to his Majesty a very considerable supply, in addition 
to all former duties, though the liberality of the last session 
served only to expose the weakness of their resources. This 
disposition of the Commons they doubt not your Excellency 
will improve to their advantage, and they trust that throu^ 
your Excellency's favourable representation, it will serve to 
unite Great Britain and Ireland in still closer bonds of mutnal 
affcftion, so necessary to the security and prosperity of both. 
They acknowledge with gratitude your Excellency's generous 
efforts to open to them new sources of commerce, and to re- 
move some restraints upon the old ; they see with joy a beam 
of light break through that dark cloud which has so long 
overshadowed this nation ; and they are animated with the 

hope 
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hope that the honour is reserved for your Excellency's ad- 
ministration, of establishing this important truth, that nothing 
#ill contribute more to augment' the strength and wealth of 
Great Britain, than the increase of both in this kingdom. 

, Having read these papers, he said, the message contained 
two propositions, by both which the Parliament of Great 
Britam were pledged to the Parliament of Ireland, if it 
should accept the conditions held forth by this message, to 
pay for the troops to be sent to America, and to re- 
place them with 4000 foreign Protestants ; and farther 
to induce the Irish nation to accept of this insidious 
bargain, she was to have 12,000 men within the kingdom, 
and at the same time to be relieved of a burthen of 8o,oooL 
per annum. Such a proposition could only have originated 
in the worst designs, or must have been the effeft of the 
most consummate folly. For what was the whole measure 
taken together ? The minister on this or the other side of 
the water, po matter which, makes the King engage his 
royal word, that the expence shall be borne by the rarlia- 
ment of Great Britain ; but adding folly to temerity, makes 
Iiim promise, that Great Britain shall pay for 8000 men, 
though if the bargain was accepted, she would afhially have 
but 4000 men in her service. After thus stating, in has opi- 
nion, the meaning of the words, he proceeded to shew, that 
they were received in this sense by the Irish Parliament, 
though neither of the offers were received in the terms pro- 
posed, and quoted the Speaker's speech, delivered at the {)ar 
of the House of Lords, on the 25th of December, 1775, 
in which he offers, in ihc name of the Commons, to send 
the 4000 natives out of the kingdom, without putting Great 
Britain to the expence of replacing them, though gene- 
rously offered. He then stated the complaint in the fol- 
lowing words : ** That the earl of Harcourt, Lord Lieu- 
tenant-general, and general-governor of Ireland, did, on the 
23d day of November last, in breach of the privilege, and in 
derogation of the honour and authority of this House, send a 
imtten message to the House of Commons of the Parliament 
of Ireland, signed with his own hand, to the following effeft;'* 
[Here he recited the message in page 60.] He moved, that 
a committee be appointed to enquire into the matter of the 
said complaint^ and to report the same, as it shall appear to 
them, to the House. 

Sir George Tottge seconded the motion. 

liOrd 
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Lord Clare said, the right honourable gentleman who made 
the motion, had been lavish of his encomiums on Irdand, 
but did not offer a syllable in behalf of poor Britain. Ire- 
hind retailed a proper sense of freedom \ she would not ad- 
mit foreigners, even with the consent of Parliament; her 
principles were sound, her manners were pure; her coimads 
were uncontaminated; while poor degenerated Britain was 
£dlen from her former greatness, and was sunk mto> the 
lowest extreme of corruption, folly, and want* of spirit; 
yet while he was proud to hear his country so highly ex- 
tolled, he could not help lamenting that fallen Britain had 
not one friend to stand forth in her defence. His Lordship 
having continued his vein of irony and humour for a wfailey 
conunented upon the two propositions. The offer of send- 
ing foreigners and of defraying the expence signified nothings 
no such o£fer or promise was intended; it was all the 
idle reveries of a gentleman, whom, for the familiarity of 
expression, he would call by the name of Mr. Edmund, 
Sexton Perry. He knew Mr. Edmund Sexton Perry very 
well, and he knew him to be a good sort of a considerate^ 
honest, sensible man; but, however sensible Mr. Perry mi^ht 
be, the House Was not boimd by his interpretations. The 
honourable mover says, that Mr. Perry went to the bar of 
the House of Lords, and delivered a certain speech, and that 
the Lord Lieutenant acquiesced in that interpretation of the 
message, because he did not contradiA it. Would he have 
Lord Harcourt rise and come to Mr. Perry to the bar, and 
contradiA him, by telling him. he never meant any such 
thing ? I dare say he would hardly be so unreasonable. I 
have indeed heard it asserted by some of my countrymen^ 
that they spoke better English than the people of this coun- 
try. It may be so, but it is the first time I ever heard it 
asserted, that they understand it better. I presume that Mr, 
Perry thought he understood the message ; but I will not 
allow that cither Lord Harcourt, or this House, are bound 
to abide by his interpretation; neither can I be persuaded 
that the House of Commons of Ireland are any. more 
bound than we are by his conceptions. For what docs the 
whole amount to? Mr. Perry, in his individual capacity, 
siys so and so. What is that to the House of Commons ? 
He 1% speaker it is true, but what he does out of the House, 
when he is not instrufted, is ho more the act of that House, 
than if it had been done by any other person. 

Mr* 
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Mr. ConoUy replied to his lordship^ that he was an Irish- 
man aft well aft the nobk lord, and as Ireland was to be the 
std^eft of that day, in the cocicing phrase, he was ready to 
pk himself -against him* He then observed, that he was not 
sEurprised that the noble Lord was in such extreme good hu- 
mour with ministers on both sides of the water, as his lord* 
ship, and three others^ who enjoyed sinecure emplojrments, 
had a present made them in one day of 14,000!. (meaning the 
arrangement of the vice-treasurers and the clerk of the 
pells) and lest a possibility should arise of any defalcation 
of their salaries. Parliament was so good-humoured, while 
they increased the salary, to take upon themselves to pro- 
vide payment out of the public purse for deputies, who 
were to do the duty. It was therefore no wonder that his 
lordship and his colleagues should be merry, while Ireland 
ccmdnued to be sad, to see the salaries of sinecure places 
raised, while she was mortgaging her funds, laying on 
new duties, and providing for deficiencies of grants. He 
gave a pi£hire of Ireland; an exhausted treasiuy, ruined 
trade, starving manufaAurers, accumulating pensions, new 
created places, state oppressions, daily executions, a ruined, 
mouldering army, encreasing debts, castle jobs, bands of 
la^dess ruffians in defiance or law, and beyond the power of 
pimidmient \ in short, every public evil and private mischief 
that ever was on earth to curse and debase mankind. He 
did not rise to the question •simply stated, whether the 
tness^ was really a breach of the privileges of the Com- 
mons of England, but principally, he said, to give an ac- 
count of what passed in the Irish House of Commons, when 
Sir John Blaquire brought the message from the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. That House refused the ofier, he said, upon two 
principles; first, because they thought the introduftion of 
foreign troops an unconstitutional and dangerous measure ; 
and, secondly, because it was thought that the ministry had 
no mind that they should have them, for Sir John himself 
Yoted against them. He said, Ireland was quite defenceless, 
that the i2,ooo nominal men were only 16,800, out of 
which 4000 were to be sent away, that the White-boys were 
gu ve i'iioi s of all the south of Ireland, where four-fifths of 
the people were Catholics; that no private gentleman could 
be sure of his life, sitting there in his own house, for one 
half-'hour; that more troops were really wanfuig, iristead of 
taking those away they had already; that men had their ears 
lawn ofi> and others were buried alive, to the disgrace of 

government 
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government^ that could not or would not proteft the people 5 
3iat the peasantry were in such a state of poverty, that no 
revolution or change of situation could possibly be to them 
for the worse. 

Right hon. Welbore Ellis said the meaning of the message 
had been mistaken / that taking the expressions in any light, 
lio breach of privilege could be deduced from them. He re- 
called to the remembrance of the House, thst in 1769, when 
the Irish establishment was raised from 1 2,000 to 1 5,000 
men, his Majesty passed a royal personal promise to the Irish 
Parliament, that there should never be less than 12,000 men 
in Ireland, except in case of adhial invasion or rebellion in 
Great Britain. Now, the Earl of Harcourt's n:ess2je, he 
contended, had reference to this promise, as the present want 
of troops was not within those exceptions, it certainly was 
his Majesty's first business to be absolved from that promise, 
by the parties to whom it was made : but if he had applied 
first to the Commons of Great Britain, it must have been 
for their approbation of a measure in direft breach of his pro- 
mise to Ireland. He compared it to the King's proposing 
military establishments to the House ; the King does the 
whole by his prerogative, and leaves nothing to the House of 
Commons but to vote the money. Is not this engaging for 
the consent of Parliament ? Yet all the world knows that the 
House may objeft to them, and consequently that they cannot 
be cflFeftive without their consent. 

Mr. Gordon thought the first part of the message was agree- 
able to the sense now put on it by the honourable gentleman 
who spoke last : but the other part seemed a little obscure at 
first sight ; yet it might be concluded, that as a measure of 
government, it could never be in the idea of the minister 
to make such an attempt, in express contradi6Hon to the disr 
banding a£t of King William. It was, in his opinion, a fair 
inference to say, that the expression " enabled so to do," 
meant, the previous consent of the British Parliament. If 
he thought administration had any other intention in view^ 
no man would be morf? ready to join in a vote of disappro- 
bation and censure. Hfe condemned the conduft of the mi- 
mster, respefting the indemnity bill, and dissapproved of in- 
troducing foreigners into the dominions of Great Britain, 
without the consent of Parliament. 

Mr. p9wys had little doubt that the message imder conside- 
ration mcaxn; more than it expressed, and was intended as an 
experimeot. tD try if the Irish Parliament wovld consent to 

Voutlt F. receive 
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receive foreign troops, in order to establish a precedent whicii 
might be afterwards employed to other purposes* 

Lord MidMeton said, he had a fortune in both kingdoms^ 
but had no predileftion for either in a political light, because 
he looked upon their interests to be mutual \ but whatever 
other gentlemen might think of the message, of the true im- 
port of which it was impossible there could be a second opi* 
nion> he had not a doubt but it aimed at one fixed objd£^* 
that was, to habituate both countries to certain notions which 
must in the end reduce the Parliament of each to be the mere 
instrumental agents of the crown, without the least degree of 
will or independence whatever. It was a scheme, however- 
deep, formed nevertheless on very simple principles, and 
went direftly to vest in the crown the virtual power of taxing, 
as opportunity might serve, both Great Britain and Ireland. 
In Ireland the minister was taught to ask some favour ; then 
England was to be pledged. In England again, when circum- 
stances recurred, or made imprafticable, Ireland was to be 
taxed, in order to maintain the supremacy of the British 
legislatin-c. 

Mr. Dunning divided the message into two parst. On thfr 
""first he observed, tliat it contained no condition implied or ex- 
pressed. It was his Majesty's intention as immediately pro- 
ceeding from his own mind, declared in the most positive terms 
the English language is capable of conveying. It was a com- 
plete undertaking oh his part to pay for the 4000 men, if the* 
Irish House of Commons should chuse to consent or accept of 
the terms. It was impossible in the nature of things, that* 
any man possessed of any thing he could properly call nis owli, 
or binding himself to the execution of any aft within his- 
power, could promise in terms more clear, positive, or une- 
quivocal, than those in which this part of the message was 
conceived. To get clear of this, he said, two modes had 
been adopted, both with equal bad success. One of those was- 
z naked contradiftion to the obvious sense of the words 5 but 
such an unsupported denial was abandoned in the very instant! 
it was urged V for the loble hord [Lord Clare] and the ho- 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] who asserted at randomj 
being conscious that k was but a random assertion, endea- 
voured to explain it, by saying that the aiFair was condufted 
precisely in the mMiner of a subsidiary treaty. This he said 
was still worse, for no argument was better than a bad one. 
It was well known, that the King, when treating with fo- 
reigners, represented the state, which could never be the casci 
when treating with one part of his subjefts, and engaging for 

another; 
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another j besides, the consequences^ had the offer been ac- 
cepted by the Irish Parliament, would have clearly shewn the 
diffi^ence^ and established the distin<5Hon beyond all question. 
The troops, if the season of the year had permitted, might 
be now in America i the foreigners might be landed in Ire- 
land: Great Britain was pledged 1 the cause in which the 
troops were to be employed, and the necessary arrangements 
Ijiy which the measure was to be brought about, is a favourite 
one I so that the whole business might be effected by his 
Majesty's bare intention, as completely without, as with the 
consent of the British Parliament. The second part of the 
message, he insisted, was clear and explicit. The offer was 
to replace the 4000 troops, by an equal number of foreign 
Protestants, " if it be the desire of Parliament." Here again 
was clear intention, and offer expressed, with the condition 
annexed, that was, " if it be the desire," &c. By every 
rule of legal construction or common sense, if* there be an 
undertaking accompanied by a condition, if the condition 
be accepted by the party to whom it is proposed, the bargain 
is from that instant complete, and mutually binding on both 
parties. If then the proposition was a positive one, and 
It had been accepted, it only remained to discover whether or » 
not it was the Commons of Great Britain, whose word was -• 
thns pledged without being consulted. This, he presumed, 
would require very little proof. No man would say that 
Hanover was to bear the burden. He could less think that 
any of his Majesty's new allies were to do so, however zea- 
lous they niight be for chastising his rebellious subjeAs in 
America. The civil Ust, he suspeAed, was still less equal to 
afford so"* heavy a disbursement. Where then could the ne- 
cessary means of paying so large a body of men be obtained 
but £rom the British Parliament .^ By what had fallen in . 
debate, as well as general declarations made at the time this 
business was first mentioned, he xmdeKStood this famous mes« 
s^iee had been disowned by the minister, and his friends on 
this side of the water. He presumed the minister on the other 
side did not venture to do it intirely on his own judgment. 
This excited his curiosity to know where it originated. It 
would be a sufficient answer, if the minister either here or 
in Ireland owned it. If neither did, but the advice came 
from another quarter, he should be glad to know, because in 
such an event more particfularly, it would be the duty, as it 
ought to be the wish of the House, to sift the matter to the 
bottoip> in order to come at the real author ^r audiors. 

F 2 Lord 
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Lord liorth gave a long narrative of the increase of the 
establishment, which took place in Ireland in 1 769, and of . 
his Majest/s promise to his Irish Parliament, that 12,000 
men should always remain within that kingdom, except in 
the event of a rebellion in this. He saidj the royal promise, 
though binding on his Majesty, was not law, therefore send* 
ing tibke troops out of this kingdom , to the amount of atiy num- 
ber,, was perfectly legal.* His Lordship said he would not 
answer the general question put to him by the last honourable 
gentleman ; not chusing to gratify mere curiosity, at the ex- 
pence of betraying the secrets of the cabinet. He avowed the 
havijag co-operated with the rest of the King's servants, in giv- 
ing general instruftions ; but would not charge his memory 
with having any immediate hand in drawing up the particular 
letter or paper, on which the present measure was supposed to 
be taken. He said, he thought it was perfectly justifiable, and 
was willing to share iil the consequences. Yet he could not see 
how it w^s fair in argument to charge administration here with 
specific measures taken in Ireland ; nor could he conceive, 
cither positively or by implication, that he or his colleagues 
in office were bound in anymanner by what pissed in another 

* This seems to want explanation. The question was not 
singly whether the removal was legal, but whether promise or 
engagement that Great Britain should pay for the troops, was 
not illegal ? — It is not improj^er to add, that the Parliament held 
at Dublin, in the year 1 769, in the administration of Lord 
Townshend, passed an aft, entitled " An aft for granting to 
his Majesty an additional duty on beer, ale, strong waters, wiue> 
tobacco, hidesj and other goods, &c. &c." In which it is ex- 
pressly declared, " That a part of these duties is granted, and 
shall be appropriated for the payment and maintenance of 
15,046 effeftivemen, commission ajid non-commission officeis 
„ included ;" and further recites, " in ox^dor to enable your Ma- 
jesty to carry into execution your Majesty's gracious intentions 
and determined resolutions, signified to us by hi"? excellency 
the late Lord Lieutenant, by your Majesty's command, to leep 
^ ivithln this kingdom^ for the necessary defenae of the samey 12,000 
\ cffeftive men, commission and nonrcommission officers iur 
. eluded, at all times, unless in cases of invasion or rebellion in 
Great Britain^ and to defray the necessary expences of your 
1 Majesty's government, we do most humbly beseech your Ma- 
\ jesty, that it maybe enafted, and. be it thereforc^fostfkd, by 
' tlie'authbnty afofesjwdt &c. &c. ... -.^ . :.'^i-^- r^.\ : ., 
: /.. *" * . - ' king- 
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kingdom. To some allusions made by Mr. Dunning and 
Mr. Gordon, relative to the Hanoverians being sent to Gib- 
raltar and Minorca, and the fate of the indemnity bill, he 
' replied, he thought the measure perfeftly legal, and was rea- 
dy to meet his adversaries on that ground whenever they 
tiioaght fit. He gave a history of the indemnity bill, and 
m a humorous way proved that it was thrown out by a 
noble Marquis [Rockingham] in the other House. If fo- 
reign troops was an improper measure, the minister in Ire- 
land adled perfeftly right, for he declined to support it ; and 
finished with observations on the German resources, and the 
. poverty of the civil list. 

Lord jabn Cavendish rose to give his attestation of the per- 
sonal worth of Lord Harcourt. He observed, that his I^ord- 
ship had been little acquainted with public business, till his 
late appointment ; therefore, if it was his own measure, he 
was much the more excusable j but he believed it \v^s not. 
However, if it was not, as the Irish nation had been too 
wise and too spirited to accept of one part of the proposal \ . 
and as ministers, whatever they might afFeft to the contrary, 
had not dared to send a single man out of Ireland, on such an 
authority, the matter hardly deserved the time and attention 
some gentlemen seemed willing to bestow on it. The people 
of Ireland had already done half the business, by refusing the 
ofier; the ministry had in faft done the other half, from 
their own fear; so that on the whole, he did not desire to 
send the matter to a committee, but wished to come to some 
decisive resolution, which would condemn the whole transac- 
tion, without any particular reference or application to those 
who might be supposed to have first planned, or endeavoured 
to carry it into execution. 

Lord George Germain contended, that whatever might have 
been the sense of the message, his Majesty's servants could 
not.be supposed to be stri^ly answerable for its^ contents. He 
said, that Lord Harc6urt might have mistaken, or exceeded 
his instruftions. He did not know he did, or he might have 
conveyed his meaning in the clearest terms; but yet, whe^ 
ther he did, or did not, the first part of the message only pro-* 
posed a matter to the consideration of the Irish rarliament> 
clearly and legally within the constitutional exercise of the 
regal power. If his Majesty had not given his royal pro-? 
mise to keep 12,000 men within the kingdom, he might have 
ordered the whole, or any part of the troops on that establish- 
ment, to any part of the British dominions he pleased, withs 
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out applying to the Parliament of either kingdom. He said 
he had heard a great deal of what passed in debate in the House 
of Commons orlrdand, but he could not perceive what direft 
relation it bore to what was now under consideration. The 
efficient minister, as he was called, was likewise much spoken 
of. Sir John Blaquiere said this, and Sir John Blaquiera 
said that 9 but for his part, what Sir John Blaquiere said one 
way or the other, was of no great consequence. He knew a 
Sir John Blaquiere, and had oeen in conversation with him^ 
but in what way what he said could be made a ground of 
censure on a British ministry, was more than he could reco9^ 
cile to the relation they really stood in to each other; if they 
stood in any. He confe^ed the measure of paying for 8ocb 
men, when vre were to have the service of but 4000, was 
extremely unoeconomical, and he thought very improper; 
vet if 4000 men could be had upon no better terms, and that 
It was supposed it might be more proper to send natives than 
foreigners to America, the measure on that account, and that 
alone, itiight be defended. 

Ix)rd Imham. As I am just returned from Ireland, where 
I have attended closely to the proceedings of that Parliamdnt>. 
;t may be expefted from me to say something on the present 
question. I shall therefore endeavour to shew the House, 
whether the honourable gentleman now in my eye, [Mr, 
Conolly] and a member of that Parliament, as well as of this, 
has given you a true account of the conduft of government 
there, relative to the matter now before you 5 or whether 
the representation of it by the gentlemen who oppose the 
right honourable member's motion ought most to be relied 
on. The doubt to be cleared up is, what was really the 
meaning of government there in the message sent to both 
Houses of Parliament? The words of the message have been 
jilready read to you, and it has been very ingeniously, though 
somewhat variously explained by the gentlemen of the trea- 
sury-bench : but the lord lieutenant's secretary (who as a 
noble lord on that bench, and other gentlemen who hear me, 
and as well as his lordship have held that office, well know, 
is always considered as the piinister in the Irish House* of 
Cominbris) clearly expressed and interpreted the meaning of 
it 5 which was, that the Irish Parliament should consent to 
the introducing into that country 4000 foreign protestants, 
Hessians and Srunswickers, to be paid by Great Britain ; in 
consideration of which, they should assure his Majesty of 
their readiness to spare 4000 men of the troops on the Irish 

7 fsta*- 



A. 1776. D E B A T,E S. 71 

establishment for the service in America, to be Kkewise paid 
by Great Britain ; and it was expatiated upon by him and all 
those who spoke on the side of government, how advan- 
tageous such an offer must be, which provided equally for the 
safety of Ireland, as if their own troops ha^ remained in it, 
and wQuld moreover bring 80,000 pounds of English money 
into that kingdom. The speech was answered by addresses 
from both Houses — that of the Lords immediately to the 
King; that of the Commons to the Lord Lieutenant; in 
substance the same, as returning thanks for the offer, but 
refusing the introduftion of the foreign troops; proving 
that they chose to defend their country, even in its present 
precarious situation, by the exertion of their own efforts, ra- 
ther than to adopt so unconstitutional and dangerous a mea- 
sure; which sentiment of theirs certainly did them honour: 
but at the same time they consented by address, to send to 
America the 4000 additional troops requested of them ; both 
Houses understanding, however, (as it is well known) that 
an a£t should be passed to legalize the terms of the said ad- 
dress, as the crown had precluded itself by aft of Parliament 
from the power of sending more than about 3100 men out of 
that kingdom, which number it^had already exceeded. A bill 
was accordingly brought in, wherein were inserted ti^'o 
clauses calculated to effeft that purpose ; but to the astonish- 
ment of the public, those chuses were thrown out in Eng- 
land: and an aft was again passed, barrine the crown from 
the power of sending any more troops abroad than would ^ 
leave 1 2,000 men on that establishment for the defence of 
Ireland, and consequently the effeft of the addresses of both 
Houses was thereby destroyed, whilst at that very time go- 
vernment declared its resolution to send those 4000 men to 
America, in conformity to the addresses of both Houses, and 
signified, that they did not consider the crown as bound by 
the aft to which the royal assent has just been given to keep 
12,000 men in that kingdom, under pretence of its not being 
in the enacllng party though in the preamble of the aft : but 
whoever reads it, will find that compaft not only in the pre- 
amble, but also so striftly tied to that part of the aft which 
grants the subsidy, (being about 450,000 pounds) that if the 
wown is not bound thereby, above two-thirds of the conces- 
sions from the crown to the subjeft by aft of Parliament since 
magna charta, will fall to the groun.dy and the crown has for- 
feited its right to those subsidies. I remember upon this being 
hinted at by soiqc members of the Irish P^linment, too san^ 
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guinc for government, the law servants of thfe crown (men of 
the greatest abilities) avoided standing on that ground. As 
to the present LordLieutennat of Ireland, of whom many hand- 
some things have been said by gentlemen on both sides of the 
House; those qi^ities mentioned are, I apprehend, rela* 
tive only to his private charadter, which merely as such has^ 
I think, good ingredients in it: but we don't sit here to dis- 
cuss private charafters; his ministerial and public one is what 
we are to consider^ and I will speak out — the talents and 
abilities of tliat minister of the crown, are by no means equal 
to his station. Two i^iillions and a half of people is a trust of ' 
too great weight for him to sustain; and he has sufficiently 
avowed his incapacity to govern them, by delegating all his 
power, to his secretary. To conclude, the measures pursuing 
there, being illegal, must displease the best and soundest part 
of his Majesty's subjeftsj and though for certain purposes the 
ministry have this day spoken very advantageously of Ireland) 
should they go on in afting as they do, they will meet with 
the united efforts of that country in opposition to their at- 
tempts; and then, instead of panegyric, they will call out 
to this House for restraining and incapacitating bills, to punidi 
that kingdom as they have done America. Let me therefore 
recommend to the noble Lord now at the helm, to attend 
whilst it is time to that alarmed part of his Majesty's most 
affectionate subjefts, and to forgive me if I heartilv intreat 
him to apply his utmost care to reftify the errors of govern- 
ment in that kingdom.. In the present case now before us, 
the condu£i: of administration, relative to the message from 
Lord Harcourt to the Irish Parliament, has been unconftiti*- 
tional and hi,q;hly blameable. I am therefore to thank the 
right honourable gentleman for the motion, and to express 
my hearty concurrence in it. 

Mr. Fox observed, that as the administrations of both king- 
doms were totally unconnected, so was every individual who - 
composed them. No two of th^ confidential servants of the 
crown who spoke agreed in a single sentiment. Some al- 
lowed the message to import what was stated in the com- 
plaint; others acceded to a part, while a third was so modest 
as to contend, in defiance of every rule of rational and ob- 
vious construction, that the message meant the reverse of 
what, in the very face of it, it manifestly intended: but in 
this . diversity of opinion, there is one thing too curious 
to pass unnoticed, that was the language used by two or 
three members of administration, which was describing the 
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miiuster of the House of Commons in Ireland, and the 
Speaker, tmder the undefined terms of one Edmund Sexton 
Perry, aiid one Sir John Blaquiere. 

w. Attorney Giueral said, the motion was a party squib, not 
^WiOrth, attending to ; and that the preamble to an Irish aidl of 
Paliiament did not bind the Parliament of Great Britain. 

Governor yohnstone said, the ministers here throw all the 
Uame upoin tiie ministers in Ireland. 

Lord Nortbf gave a great encomium on the administration 
of Ireland, since the appointment of the present Lord Lieu- 
tenant i observing, that no better proof could be given of it, 
than than it was attended with uncommon success. 

Mr. Conolly observed, it was no wonder the government of 
that kingdom should be attended with success, when 265,660!. 
hid been raised on a ruined impoverished country. [Herfe 
he was proceeding to shew how unable the Irish were to bear 
such a burden 5 and to give a detail of the pensions that had 
been lately granted, the places that had been newly created, 
and the various means that had been employed to influence 
and corrupt the representatives of the people, when he was 
interrupted by Lord North, as applying to matters not at all 
rdating to the subjedl of the present debate.] 

Mr. Fox insisted, that the matter stated by his honourable 
rdation was perfefldy within order ; that it grew diredUy out 
of the subjedl of jdebate ; and that if his Lordship appealed to 
the success of administration in Ireland, as a proof of the wis- 
dom or mildness of the government there, it was no less (air 
in argument, than consonant to order, to shew the true causes 
of this boasted success. [Here the altercation was put an end 
to, by the question being called for.] The question was put 
on Mr. Townshend's motioh for a committee. The House 
divided \ for the motion 106, against it 224. 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the 
yotes of the House of Commons of Ireland, printed by thq^ 
order of the Speaker of that House, of the dates of the 23d, 
28th, and 29th of November, and the 25th of December last, 
be delivered in at the table and read^ it passed in the ne*> 
gative. 

A motion was made, and the question being proposed, that 
it is highly derogatory to the honour, and a violent breach of 
the. privileges of this House, and a dangerous infringement of 
the constitution, for any person whatever to presume to pledge 
his Majesty's royal word to the House of Commons of the Par- 
* liament 
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liaxnent of Ireland, " That any part of the troopa upontjhe 
establishment of that kbgdom shall, upon -being sent gut of 
that kingdom, become a charge Upon Great Britaio»^' with- 
out Ac consent of this House ; or for any person to.pr,e$unie 
to offer to the House of Commons of the Parliament. of Ire- 
land, without the consent of this House, " That such na- 
tional troops, so sent out of Ireland, shall be repiaiced^by.fb- 
rcign troops, at the expence of Great Britain j" and the que9>^ 
tion being put, that the question be now put, in passed in the 
negative. ! . 

February id. 

Not a sufScient number of members for a ballot 
February 1 7. 

Nothing done. Adjourned to the 19th. 
February 19. 

No debate. 

February lo. 

Mr. Fox said, he should not trespass on the patience and 
good sense of the House, in recapitulating the cause of the 
present unhappy disputes with America. He should not de^ 
irdope that system, whence the measures now carrying on 
were supposed to originate. He should forbear to animadvert 
upon a system, that in its principles, complexion^ and 
every constituent part, gave the fullest and most unequivocal 
proofs that its ultimate design was the total destruction of the 
constitution of this free form of government. These were 
assertions that might be disputed. People who had, or per- 
haps had hot the best opinion of the abilities of those in 
power, might have a confidence that they intended nothing 
ill. Others, thoD^h they disapproved or their general con- 
duA, might either think them the dupes of their secret sup* 
porters J and even such as thought the most indifferent of 
them would be disposed to look upon them rather as tools^ 
ihan arraign them as principals in so unnatural and horrid a 
conspiracy against the liberties of their country. But what 
might be the secret designs of a junto, or the venal alacrity 
of the despicable cyphers tjiey employed to effeft their trai- 
torous purposes, was, he said, to be no part of the subjeft 
of enquiry this day. He did not mean to tease or insult 
the House with idle surmises, with floating vague suspi- 
]cions, leading to partial dedudlions or speculative charges, 
conceived and spun out of his own brain ; but wished to draw 
their attention to certain well known, indisputable, uncon- 
xrovcrtible fails. His proposed enquiry would not be direfted 
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to ascertsdn tiie rights of Great Britain, or the subordiimc 
daims of America^ to explain the constitutional connexion 
between taxation and representation ; what was rebellion, or 
what legal resistance; whether sdl America ought to have 
been punished and proscribed for the intemperate zeal or dis- 
obedience of a Boston mob. He did not even mean to dispute 
or controvert the expediency; nor in short, a single minis- 
terial ground, on which the present measures respe^ng 
America were taken up, pursued, and defended* Those 
were alU for this day at least, to be absolutely laid aside. 
F(Mr argument sake he would allow, that administration had 
aAed perfe^y right ; but while he granted this, he would 
take up the matter from the very instant administration had 
agreed upon a plan of coercion. This xra he fixed at the 
time the minister first proposed certain resolutions to the 
House in February 1774, as a groimd of complaint, and 
followed it with the famous Boston port-bill. He then 
entered xntp an historical detail of the means employed to 
carry this {dan of coercion into efieA, in which he painted 
in the strongest colours, and held to view in the most strik-. 
ing lightSt siich a scene of folly in the cabinet, servile ac- 
quiescence in Parliament, and miscondudt and ignorance in 
ofiice and the field, as never before, he said, disgraced this 
nation, or indeed any other. He added, that our ministers 
wanted both wisdom and integrity, our Parliaments public 
spirit and discernment ; and that our commanders by sea and 
land; were either deficient in abilities, or which was the most 
probable, had aAed under orders that prevented them firom 
executing the great objefts of their command. No man could 
say but there had been mismanagement and misconduA some- 
where. It was the chief objeA of his intended motion, to gain 
that species of information, which might be the meaiis of 
discovering the true causes of both. Public justice demand^ 
ed such an enquiry. The individuals on whom the obloquy 
rested, were entitled to be heard in their own defence. To 
withhold the information necessary to their justification, 
would be an insult to the nation, as well as an adt of private 
injustice. None but the guilty could wish to evade it. No 
man as a soldier or sailor, be his rank ever so high, was sure 
of his honour a single minute, if he was to be buried 
under public disgrace, in order to shield, proteft, or palliate 
the blunders and incapacity of others. If the ministers had 
planned with wisdom, and proportioned the force to the ser- 
vice 5 if the great officers in the several eflicient departments 
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had done all that depended on them, ably arid faithfully, 
then it was plain, that the whole of the miscarriages that have 
happened may be deservedly imputed to our naval and mili- 
tary commanders. If, on the other hand, the latter acquitted' 
themselves according to their instruftions, and carried on- 
their operations in proprotion to the force, it was no less 
plain, that the cause of all the disgraces the British arms have 
suffered, arose from ignorance in those who planned, and in- 
capacity and want of integrity in those to whom the carrying 
them into execution was in the fisst instance entrusted. He 
tiien recajMtulated a great many circumstances to prove his- 
general allegations, and entered into the conduft of admi<-^ 
nistration respecting Canada; and repeated several arguments 
Hsual at the time of the passing of the Quebec act, predict** 
mg what has since literally happened- He concluded by mak- 
ing the following motion : 

That it be rrfcrred to a committee, to enquire into the 
causes of the ill success of his Majesty's arms in North Ame- 
rica, as also into the causes of the defection of ^the people of 
the proyince pf Quebec. 

I^ord Oijory seconded the motion, and said, he cotdd not 
perceive how any member in that House, who was uncon- 
nected with the ministry, and at the same time wished suc- 
cess to the American war, could be against it. 

Lord CJare quoted the speech from the throne. He in- 
sisted that was orthodox, and ought not to be questioned, 
particularly as nothing material had happened since, which 
could induce the House to alter its opinion. He insisted 
that the measure respefting the Hanover troops was perfect- ' 
ly justifiable, and that the plea of necessity was never better 
founded than on that occasion. His lordship moved the pre- 
vious question. 

• Right honourable T. Townshend said, that the present mo- 
tion would be a true test of what might hereafter be expciSt- 
ed from them ; for if they opposed it, it would fairly prove, 
that in smothering the enquiry, they intended to cover them- 
selves from public disgrace, by a vote of that House. 

Lord Mt/igrave defended the naval operations: He con- 
tended, that the war was just and constitutional •, that it was 
well conducted, and predifted that it would be happily and 
gloriously terminated. 

Honourable Mr. Fitzpatrick replied to his Lordship, and 
remarked, though every thing he said was well founded, the 
cundusions he drew by no means followed. He insisted, that 

the 
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the whole of the American business, from the very beginning, 
had been planned in absurdity, accompanied by n^ligence, 
and executed in a manner which evidenced the very excess o£ 
ignorance, incapacity, and misconduft. That the House were 
called upon by the whole nation, and in vindication of their 
own honour, to exaft an account from the servants of the 
crown, of the causes o£the mismanagement of the American 
war, and to bring the authors to condign punishment, or at 
least to dismiss them, as no longer worthy of discharging the 
high and important trusts delegated to them. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot said, that the troubles now subsisting m 
America are of much a longer standing, though they had not 
assume;d the present form, than the honourable gentlemen who 
spoke on the other side supposed, for they commenced ten 
years ago. He insisted, that if such an inquiry were at all 
proper, thb was not the time. Several persons who would be 
the.subjeft, as well as those whom it would be proper to exa« 
mine in order to procure information, were at present on their 
proper stations in America ; and others that are not employed^ 
are not yet returned home. Taking it cither way then, if no 
enquiry ought to.be gone into, there was an end of, the mo« 
tion. If there ought to be an enquiry, the present motion 
was premature, neither the . parties charged, nor those that 
could properly give the necessary information, being on the 
spot. 

Mr. Dempster said, he was sorry to see such a disposition in 
administration to stifle and quash all enquiry. It looked as i£ 
they wanted to conceal something they were both afraid and 
ashamed sliould be brought to light. He, therefore,, if mi- 
nistry were not determined to confirm all the suspicions that 
had be^n entertained of them, both within and without 
doors, thought it was their interest, as it was their dutyf to 
do all in their power to exculpate themselves, for he could 
assure them, however sure they might be of a majority,, some 
of their best friends began to doubt the truth of their as- 
surances, and the possibility of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution. He then turned, and .took a short view of the Que- 
bec bill, and. concluded by solemnly averring, that in his opi- 
nion, no Turkish emperor ever sent a more arbitrary and op- 
{nressive mandate^ by a favourite bashaw, to a distant province, 
than that bill was, with the instructions to the governor, 
vhich accompanied it. , ^ 

, . Right honourable Weltore Ellis said, that gentle moderate 
measures^ were unhappily pursued, when the situation of Ame- 
rica 
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rica called for the most strong and decisive. Thank God» says^ 
hCf this mbtaken system is now at end : A powerful fleet* 
and a powerful army, are now going out, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that they will be sumcient to crush the rebel-* 
lious Americans, and bring them back to a proper bense of 
thdr duty. 

Mr. j^Jam said there had been very shameful negleA some« 
where ; that for that reason, he shotdd be willing to go into 
the enquiry, and trace it to its source. That either we knew 
America was preparing, and failed to make the necessary pre- 
parations, or were guilty of very criminal negligence, in 
not procuring proper information^ This he instanced in the 
want of convoys for the transports which sailed early in the 
autumn. . ^ 

Mr. Hgy, chief justice of Quebec, went into a defence of 
the Quebec bill ; gave an historical account of the place and 
people, their manners, customs, and disposition) said he knew 
them wdl, as he had lived among them for inwards of seven 
years; and by all he could ever learn, the people of Canada 
never wished nor expedfced that the Parliament should controul 
or superintend the King's government of that country. He 
then made an encomium on General Carleton ; who, he said^ 
liad not been properly supported from hence. 

Governor Jabnftoftf ohscnredf that some gentlemen on the 
other side liad insisted, . if an enquiry was at all proper, it 
WDOld be at the end of a war, not the beginning ; for his part 
he was of opinion that the earlier the better^ nay, indeed, the 
first moment that the situation of aflairs called for it; and he 
could not avoid being for it, though no other motive operated 
on him but the extreme rduAance shewn by several gentle- 
men $ for v^iiere there was no guilt or conscious incapacity, 
there no fears could arise ; said, if no enquiries had been set 
on feot, both in the beginning and middle of wars, probably - 
the two last would not have ended so successfully. This he 
Viewed in the instances of Lestock, Matthews, Byng, &c. It 
was true^ ministers always trembled at enquiries, they were 
usually fatd to their power ; so it happened at both the pe- 
riods alluded to, and that was another reason why he was for 
the motion ; for he was sure the present ministry were as un» 
equal to the task of making war, as they were incapable of 
procuring good terms of peace or conciliation ; the under- 
taking was too ponderous and unwieldy for them. He men- 
tioned Lord North's attempt to negotiate with the American 
congress j and the coxttempt with which his offer was treated:^ 

stating 
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stating the hOi from the journal of the congress^ published 
by their own authority. 

Lord North disavowed it ; declared he had never, dire£Uy 
nor indiredly, communicated, nor caused to be communi- 
cated, any letter or paper, to the congress. He admitted the 
paper piiblised in the journal of the congress, contained his 
sentiments, but that was all. 

General Burgoyne defended the operations of the war in 
America. 

Mr. Cruger. The honourable gentleman who opened this 
debate> has spoken so fully and eloquently to every part of 
the questi<m, that any thing farther in support of this motion 
may appear unnecessary. But, Sir, when a subjeA of so * 
much importance is before the House, it behoves every man ' 
to lay aside the reserve of diffidence, and express his sentip- 
ments with freedom and candour. 

If there is any point in which the different interests of this 
House should unite, it must be in a convi^on of the neccs* 
sity and expediency of enquiring into the causes of the pre* 
sent alarming state of public affairs. By discovering what has 
proved ruinous in the past, we may learn at least to avoid the 
same pernicious steps mr the future. If their measures have 
been conduced with justice and prudence, 'tis a duty which 
administration owe to their charaders, to disarm, by a free 
examination, that censure on their conduA which may pos* 
sibly arise from ignorance. But if they love darkness rather 
than light, " because their deeds are evil,'* it becomes the 
guardians of the nation to drag their miscarriages into open 
day, and expose them, with all their deformities, to public 
investigation. 

If such an enquiry was ever necessary, the present time de* 
mands it. If we look to the past, one uniform train of dis- 
appointments and misfortunes crowd the view: if to the 
future, a . gloomy prospeft of encreasing miseries, from a 
continuance of the same left-handed policy and ill^projefted 
measures. 

We are involved in a war, in which success itself will be 
ruinous. The colonies, as if animated with one soul, are 
determined to perish or be free» We are told they must be 
subdued. We shall soon be called upon to make new exer^ 
tions by force. Every thing wears the fece of hostile prepa- 
rations; and, as if disappointment could create confidence, 
we are urjged to pursue the same fatal measures, by arguments 
drawn from their miscarriage: ^* Nothing, 'tis now said, 

will 
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vin satisfy America but independence; that the people of that 
country have ahnost universally taken up arms j they aft not 
only on the defensive, but have endeavoured to deprive you 
of all Canada \ an enquiry they say, would produce a fatal 
procrastination; the urgency and necessity of the case demand 
and justify immediate vigour and execution. These must be 
pursued, or the government of the colonies surrendered to an 
auntntious congress/' 

* Such are the reasons advanced to Preclude enquiry, and to 
proctire a hasty acquiescence in schemes of policy, on which 
the fate of the empire so materially depends. By such-argu- 
ments as these our jealousy is excited, and our resentment 
inflamed against a people, who, after the most earnest -en- 
deavours to preserve their liberties from invasion by petition 
and remonstrance ; after having repeatedly submitted their 
complaints (without effedl) to the justice of Parliament, and 
laid them htunbly at the foot of the Throne ; after beholding 
the most formidable preparations to divest them of their 
rights by the sword ^ after finding hostilities already com* 
menced and fresh violences threatened, have taken up arms 
in their own defence, and endeavoured to repel destruftivc 
fotce by force. 

The complexion and charafter of their present opposition 
(whether unjust or honourable) rests not on their present 
measures, but arises from, and must be weighed by, the 
causes, which have made such a condu£): and such measures 
necessary. A free and impartial enquiry, therefore, into 
the leading and primary causes, is indispensibly necessary to a 
just decision of the case. If their claims of exemption from ^ 
parliamentary taxation are founded in equity and the prifi'* 
ciples of the constitution ; if they have bein driven by a 
wanton, cruel; and impolitic attack on their privileges^ to 
their present desperate defence ; then the whole guilt and 
censure is chargeable on those, and those alone, whose ambi<* 
tion and ill-direfted measures have forced them to these ex« 
tremities. Thus, also, if a form of government is introdu* 
ced into Canada, (breathing little of the spirit of English li«» 
berty) and intending to link the Canadians to the dbain of 
ministerial influence ; if they scrupled not to make a religion, 
which has so often deluged Europe with blood, an engine of 
their despotism to crush, the Protestant colonies ; if every ar- 
tifice was used to seduce and employ a servile, bigoted people 
to subvert the liberties of America, can we wonder, can wc 
coiriplain, if the colonists wisely diverted the storm, and se- 
cured 
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cure4 a country to their own alliance, the strength azki. arms 
of which were avowedly to be direfted to their dcstruaion ? 

When what was dearer to them than their lives — ^their li- 
l^erties, were at stake ; when their opposition to government 
xieached no higher than petition and resolves, then they were 
stigmatized with want of courage. Every method was taken 
to irritate them. Insults on thdr character as a people were 
added to encroachments on their rights as citizens. The 
pencil of confident oppression described them as a herd of 
pusiliahimous wretches, whom the appearance of martial 
array would terrify into submission. How unjust, how im- 
politic, to reduce iatn to the miserable alternative of being 
branded with the epithet of cowards, or of taking up arms to 
▼indicate their injured honour and liberties ; first to compel 
them to resistance, . and then derive arguments of their guilt 
£rom their vi^ur, courage, and success. How contemptible 
she cause which pleads the misfortunes it has occasioned^ as 
reasons for its suppcxct ! 

The arguo^ents of administration, stripped of their false 
colourings, with all humility, I conceive to be these : " We 
have lounged Great Britain into a most expensive and ruinous 
contest widi her colonies ; we have opened the door for end- 
iess animosities, by reviving disputed questions and claims 
which shake the foundation of empire. The measures wc 
have pursued have increased the storm, and multiplied the 
common misfortunes. We have joined all America in a firm 
league against you. Tour trade has been impaired; your 
ships insulted and taken. We have lost for you every place 
of strength or importance in the colonies : and have left yoo 
an army broken by sickness, fatigue, and wafit, and now 
perishing under all the mortifications, ignominy, and mis^ 
rics of an inglorious imprisonment.*' These, say thtyi ** are 
otur pleas for support ; these are the recommendations of our 
councils. Wc lay before you the miscarriages and evils 
which our past measures have produced, to perstiade you to 
jilace new. confidence in our wisdopa, and to give more liberal 
aid to osor judicious schemes for the future." 

T^hcsc, however, arc not the only blushing honours which 
deck the tmples of administration. They have lately dis* 
dialed the happy art of drawing arguments in their favour, 
firom the misfSMrtunes of their friends, as well as from the 
Slices of their enemioSj^ and prove that they afeas incapable 
«f cratitBde as of justke. When gentlemen in thii^ House 
(influenced by motives of humanity) recommended an except 
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tion ct the friends of gbvcrnmcnt in the colonies from the 
rigours of the late prohibitory bill^ administration Suddenly 
changed its voice ; and they who just before had boasted that 
a majority of the Americans were friendly to their cause^ and 
only wuied an opportunity to declare it with safety^ now 
pronounced, that no distin6Uon could be made, for that they 
had preserved at best ** a shameful neutrality," and deserved 
to be stibjcft to the common calamity of their country. This, 
was the liberal reward bestowed on men who espoused their 
cause from principle, and maintained it undaunted and un- 
supported, through obloquy, and the most imminent danger 
to their fortunes, families, and lives. 

I will not at present trespass on the patience of the House, 
by entering into particulars, bilt I cannot forbear saying, the 
friends of peace and good order in the province of New- 
York, did not deserve to be reproached with a shameful 
neutrality;. they stood forth, and opposed, as long as they 
were able,, the increasing current of tumult and disordei", and 
exposed themselves, by their endeavours to preserve their 
colonial constitution, to the resentment and vengeance of their 
' incensed neighbours. In a dutiful manner they submitted 
their grievances to the clemency of this House, and the jus- 
tice of their Sovereign. I need not insist on the conse- 
quence. 1 shall not dwell on the contempt with which their 
zealous advances to a reconciliation were rejected. But this 
I must desire, all those who declaim on their ignominious 
neutrality, to remember, that administration not only neg- 
lefted to aid them with a force sufficient to maintain their 
opposition against the zealots in their own province, and 
the united powers of the adjacent colonies, but withdrew 
'to Boston the few troops under the command of general 
Haldimand, which might have assisted m preserving order, 
and the freedom and impartiality of public proceedings. By 
such means the colony was laid open to incursions ; many 
were obliged to secure their persons from danger, by forsaking 
their friends and country, and leaving their property at the 
discretion of their enemies, whilst a greater number waited, 
with silent patience, under every afflidtion, for the vigorous 
protedHon of Great-Britain. 

Their zealous and firm adherence to their principles, crown 
them with honour \ that they have not been successful, that 
they ^ere borne down by the superior force of their oppo- 
nents, diat they are left to share in the common distress and 
common punishments of their unfortunate countrymeSf 

beamsf 
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beams no lustre, however, on the chara^ers of those 
whom they were negleAed,. betrayed, and sacrificed. 

By this impolicy (to call it by no* harsher name) the com- 
mand and management of the key and main spring of Ame- 
rica, has been lost to this country; a speedy and efieAual 
secnrity of which, might have saved us from the present 
gloomy jprospefl of intestine carnage and accumulating mi- 
scry. Surely, the representative body of the nation are 
boatid in duty to their constituents, to examine the reasons 
of such negleA and miscondudt ; and they in particular, who 
are the assertors of parliamentary supremacy, are concerned to 
enquire why so effe^ual a melhod of weakening the oppo- 
sition in America, and supporting their own adherents, has 
been totally omitted. 

But there is no necessity of dwelling on this circumstance, 
to prove the obligations this country is under to ministers ; 
disappointment and disgrace have marked all their measures^ 
and, as if miracles have been wrought to strike conviction on 
this House, they have not once even blundered into success. 
It may therefore, reasonably be hoped, that before we blindly 
follow any farther, we may not only contemplate our pre- 
sent situation, and the ground we have already passed, but 
pay particular attention to that which lies before us. 

Admitting (for the present) however. Sir, that a force 
sufficient to subdue them can be sent out ; admitting that this 
country will patiently bear the e;pormous weight of accu- 
mulated taxes, which so distant and unequal a war will re- 
quire i admitting that foreign powers (the natural enemies of 
Britain) will with composure * and self-denial negleA so fa- 
vourable an opportunity of distressing their rivals; admitting 
that your fleets, unopposed, level with the ground those 
cities which rose by your protedKon, were the pillars of your 
commerce, and your nation's boast; admitting that foreign 
mercenaries spread desolation, and thousands fall before 
them, and that, humbled under the combined woes of po- 
verty, anarchy, want, and defeat, the exhausted colonies fall 
suppliant at the feet of your conquerors ; admitting all this 
wUl be the case, (which cannot well be expeded from the 
Mst) here necessarily follows a most momentous question : 
What are the solid advantages which Great Britain is to re- 
ceive in exchange for the blessings of peace and a lucrative 
c6mmerce? for the affeftions, for the prosperity, for the 
lives of so many of its useful subje^ sacrificed ? 

G 2 WUI 
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Win the bare atkno^ledgmait bf a right in Fartiament to 
tax them^ compematt for the millions expended, the datiger 
incurred, the miseries entailed, the destruction of human hap- 
piness and life that most epsuci irom a war with our cokmiest 
tmited as thej are in one conMmon cause, and firtd to ^eipe- 
rlne'ntthu'siasm by apprehensiens of impending slavery i Or 
easi we be'^so absurd as to imagine concessions extorted in a 
time ^ danger and urgent misery, wiH form a bond of lai$tiiig 
tanton ? impoverished and undone by their exertion) and die 
calamities of war, instead of beitig aUe to repay the expences 
of this country, or supply a revenue, they will stand in neel 
ef your earliest assistance to re^e depressed and almost 
extinguished commerce, as well as to renew and ufdiold Uidr 
necessary civil establishments. 

I am well aware> that it is said we must maintain the dig- 
nity oif Parliament. Let me ask, what dignity is that whitk 
will not descend to make millions happy, which will sacri- 
fice the treasures and best blood of the nation to extort 
submissions^ fruitless submissions, that will be disavowed and 
disregarded the moment the dread of oppressive force is re- 
mov^ ? What dignity is that which, to enforce a dinputed 
nsode of obtaining a revenue, will destroy commerce, spread 
poverty and desolation, and dry up every chamiel, every 
source from which revenue or any real substantial benefit can 
be expend ? 

Is it not high time then, to examine the full extent of our 
danger, to pause and mark the paths which have deceived 
us, and the wretched, and bewildered guides, who have led us 
into our present difficulties ? Let us find the destroying an^ 

!;el, and stop his course, while we have yet any thing va- 
uable to preserve. The breach is not yet irreparable j and 
permit me, with all deference to say, I have not a doubt» 
out that liberal and explicit terms of reconciliation, with a 
full and firm securitv aeainst an oppressive exercise of parlia- 
mentary taxation, i^ held out to the colonies before the wair 
takes a wider an4 ^ore destructive course, will lead instantly 
to a settlement, ami recall the former years of pe^e, when 
the afieAions and interests of Great-Britain ^nd America 
were one. 

But> if, on the contrary, we are to plunge deeper in 
this scene of blood j if we arc to sacrifice the means and iiia- 
terials of revenue for idle distinAions about modiss df raising 
it ; if the laurels we can guin, ^nd the 'dignity of parlki- 
m^ift we are to establish, can be purchased only by the mise- 
ries of fellow subjects, whose losses are our own : if the 

event 
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Qvent is precarious, the cause ^lien to the spirit an4 humaiuty 
of Ex^Iishmeni jf the injurjr is certain, and the obieA of 
success unsubstantial and insecure, how little soever tne in-e 
flucnce my poor opinion may have on this House, I shall 
£rce my conscience^ by having explicitly condemned all such, 
.imprefitable, inadequate, injudicious measiuros, aod by giving 
my heaity concurrence to the motion. 
. .Mr, £urh shewed from the records of Parliament, and 
£rom history, that nothing was more frequent than ex^uiries; 
of the kind now proposed j and observed, at no time within 
the course of his reading, did he ever recollect a period at 
vhich such a proceeding was more absolutely necessary than 
the present. 

Mr. Graves wished to wait for the event of another cham- 
paign before the House should offer to go into an enquiry | 
aod as for what had already passed, justice required that th^ 
purties should be in a situation to answer for themselves. 
. M& Solicitor General undertook to defend administration 
throughout, not only relating to what they had already done, 
Vut every aAion of theirs, and every consequence arising from 
their conduA. He insisted that the war was just, proper, and 
expedient, that the ministers abounded in wisdom, and the 
army and navy in military prowess. 

' CiolcHiel Barri was extremely severe on several of the posi- 
tions laid down by the last honourable gentleman ^ he cons- 
pired him to the Abbe Polignac, whom he described as a 
pert, affeAed, little, political prater; with some personal al« 
' lusions to the .talents, manner, and disposition of the maoi 
trhich created some mirth. But in a serious manner he 
eeemed to charge the gentlemen opposite to him [Messrs. 
EUiot, Ellis, Wedderburne, &;c.] with the loss of America* 
"With an emphasis he said, Give us back our colonies I You 
have lost Amerkal It is your ignorance, blunders, cowardice, 
which have lost America^ He had heard the noble X>Ord 
{[Lord George Germain] called the Pitt of the day. He saw 
no great sense in the words. They conveyed to him that 
there had been a Mr. Pitt, a great mac, but he did not see how 
the noble Lord was like him. He said, that the troops 
from an aver^n to the service, misbehaved at BunkerVHiU 
on the 17th of Jime. He condemned administration in the 
strongest terms. He told them, that their shiftings and eva^- 
sTons would not proteA them, though they should be changed 
every day, and made to shift places at the pleasure, and some** 
IWes too for the sport of their secret dire^itors. He observed^ 
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that the late appointment of a ne^ secretary of state, was ^ 
proof that some weak, and perhaps foul proceedings had hs^ 
pened, which made such an arrangement necessary} but though 
changes might happen every d^y, he was well convinced mea^ 
sures never would, till the whole fabric of despotism fell at 
once, and buried in it^ ruins the archite£bs, with all those 
employed under them« He reminded the House how often, 
m the course <^ the two last years, he had foretold almost 
cvcfry matter that has happed* He begged once more to 
assure them, that Amerida would never submit to be taxed, 
though half Germany were to be transported beyond the 
Atlantic, to effeft it. 

General Burgoyne rose with warmth, and contradiAed the 
last honourable member in the flattest manner. He allowed 
that the troops gave way a little at one time, because they 
were flanked by the fire out of the houses, &c. at Charles- 
Town ; but they soon rallied and advanced ; and no men OQ 
earth ever behaved with more spirit, firmness, and peTseve- 
rancCj tiilthcy forced the enemy out of their entrenthmenta* 

Colonel Barre observed, that the honourable gentleman had 
contradifted him in a very extraordinary and unbecoming 
manner, and maintained his first assertion, that the troops 
misbehaved. 

General Burgoyne apologized, confessed he had spoke in 
harsher terms than he would have done had he not been off 
his guard. \ le admitted that the troops gave way a little; but 
that they were rallied, and returned to the charge with great 
spirit. He was an eye-witness of the whole affair. 

Lord Howe, said it was impossible to go into the proposed 
enquiry with propriety, though the House were ever so well 
inclined. He defended the conduft of the commanding of- 
ficers, and said that the whole of what had happened last year, 
proceeded from our not being acquainted with the designs of 
the provincials. 

Lord North rose at half after one, declared he had no ob« 
jeftion to an enquiry at a proper season ; but agreed with his 
right honourable friend [Sir Gilbert Elliot] that this was 
not the time. As America had changed, so had Britain, in 
consequence of that change. The question was now, he con- 
tended, totally altered, and what in one situation would have 
been afting a wise part, would now be supineness, negligence, 
or something worse. It was therefore a very imifair way of 
arguingj in his opinion, to state objecfHons against the con- 
duA (^ administration in the early stages of this business, 

which 
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which were only applicable to a state of hostility and open re"^ 
bellion 'f the ground was changed, so would the measures o* 
course. He' appealed to the candour and recolle^ion of the 
House> if ^ny diing had been done in a corner^ but openly, 
ahd according to their repeated judgment. As to the measures 
which had been taken before he came into office, he said, he 
was not answeraWe for them^ but was ready now, if the House 
thought proper, or at any time, to stand the most rigid enquiry 
and examination into his own condu<fl. If miscarriages had' 
happened, it was no more than what was common. It was 
impoffible to foresee all the consequences, or to provide against 
every accident which might arise. He protested he did not 
seek for his office, and was at any time ready and willing to 
resign it, whenever a person more capable or fonder of power 
-was fogjnd to succeed him. He observed, that an honourable 
gentleman, early in the debate, had charged administration 
with wickedness, ignorance, and neglect. He was certain he 
wa» mistaken in the first, and the two others yet remained to 
be proved. 

Mr. Fox replied to the arguments urged against his motion* 
. At half an hour past two o'clock, the previous question wa^ 
put^ and the House divided, ayes, 104; noes, 240. 
February 21. 



Private business. 
The same. 



February 22 u 
February 23. 



No debate. 
Adjourned to the 27th. 

February 27. 
Nq debate. 

February 28, " 
Sir George Savile presented petitions from Thomas Rumbold 
and Francis Sykes, Esqrs. pfaying to rescind the resolution on 
the Shaftesbury eleftion. After debate the petitions were re- 
ceived, but the House divided on the motion to rescind; for 
it X43; against it 169. ., 

It was then moved to srppoint a committee to take the 
matter into consideration. ^The House divided again ; for 
the sdotion 137; against it 142^ 

February 29^ 
Lord North moved, that the treaties entered into be- 
tween his Majesty, the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, the Duke 
ot Bnm$wick^ and the hcreditar)' Prince of Hesse-Cassel, 

G4 (See 
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(9eo the tr^tieSf page 33) be referred to the committee of 
supply. He urged me necessity of the measure^ and the great 
efl^s he expected from it. He said» no questions could arise 
upon it but three, all of which were too plain to reauire mucg. 
elucidation. Whether the troops proposed to be hired were 
wanted? Whether the terms on which they were procured 
were advantageous? and) Whether the force was such a^ 
might be deemed fully adequate to cSoEt the operation 
' fi>r which it was intended? As to the ^rst point, he 
said| that reducing America to a proper constitutional state 
of obedience> being the great objeft of Parliament, the best 
and most speedy means of effefting so desirable a purposCj^ 
was the motive which induced administration to adopt the 
xneasure> because men could be readier had, and upon much 
cheaper tends ini this way, than we could possibly recruit 
them at home. On the second, he observed, that not only 
in. the view of comparative cheapness with home levies, but 
as referring to former times, the present troops would cost us 
less than (taking all the circumstances together) we could have 
expcAed. And lastly, that the force which this measure 
would enable us to send to America, would be such, as in 
all human probability must compel that country to agree 
to terms of submission, perhaps without any further efiiisiou 
of blood. 

Liord Join CaveaJisb reprobated the measure in all iUl 
parts. lie observed, that the present was the first alarming 
consequence of the Ameripan war. Britain was to be dis-* 
graced in the eyes of all Europe; she was to be impoverished} 
nay, what was, if pp^sible^ worse, she was compelled to ap? 
ply to two petty German' states, in t;he most mortUying and 
humiliating manner^ and ful^mit tq, indignities never before 
prescribed to a crcrwned hea4> presiding over a powerful an4 
opulent kingdQnl. first, the troops were to enter into pay 
before they tiegan to march — a thing never known before. 
Secapdl^, lev^rxkumey was tobepaid at the rate of near 7I. ios, 
a man. Thirdly, not satisfied with this, those |>etty princes 
were tp be substicU^ed. Fourthly, they have hs^l the modest j» 
to innst on a double subsidy. FifkUyt' the subsidy is to be 
continued for two years in'onf instap^e, a^nd one year iA 
the other, after the troops have returned to their respc£tive 
countries. And lastly, a body of 2 2^000 foreigners are to be 
introduced into the dominions of the British crown, uoder 
no controul of either Bang or Parliament, for the ex^ss 
words of the tfeity are *' that this body of troops (Hessis^is) 
■ shall 
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AaH rcmab wa4er the command df their genenfl, to whom 
hit most Soren^ Hi^iness has entrotted the comoiaiid.'' 

Mr* CormiHifl aspired the Housej that he had a better op* 
portunitj of knowing the means of treating with German 
princes^ and of procuring troops, than anv man in it. That 
his sitiutioo for many years (as clerk in the German pay-of- 
fice last war) gave him this opportunity ; and that he was. 
astonished to hear any gentleman, conversant with German 
conne£Uonsj call the present terms disadvantageous* He con*> 
tended, that the two month$ previous pay allowed to the duke 
o£ Brunswick, was no more than a douceur ; and insisted 
that they were all had on lower terms than was ever known b^ 
fore, especially if the business should be efiefted within the 
year, of which he had no reason to doubt. 

Lord Irnham, I am to ask your pardon for appearing so soil* 
cttous to give you my sentiments, just ait this period of time» 
Imtit is to answer the honourable gentleman of the treasure 
bench, who is, I know, a perfeA master of the German zt- 
fairs, and to submit to him, in this -tage of the business, my 
doubts as to the competency of the Landgrave of Hesse, and 
the Duke of Brunswick, to make such treaties as are now 
under our consideration. 

Iniat gentleman knows, that before the peace of West- 
phalia, the feudatories of the empire had no confirmed legal 
right to engage, without leave of the Emperor, in offensive 
'find, defensive alliances with foreign princes, which migljfc 
require sending troops out of the empire. But the weaknte 
of the House of Austria, and the dread of the Swedish arms, 
obtained, after a long discussion, that extraordinary privi* 
lege, on .the pretenpe of the interest of religion, and the 
imbility of the head of the entires from b^ng often em 
gaged in war with the Turks, to defend the frontiers, which 
made such, a concession boieficial to the empire ; alwaji 
presuming^ that the troops of those princes so contrac):- 
mg, should, in case of the empire bemg attacked, return 
to its defence, as the allegiance of those princes to the Em-- 
•peror and empire ftf Germany, by the nature of their feu* 
dal. tenure, especially required. Now, Sir, if this is the tnic 
state of the privil^e tho^ princes npw enjoy, can it be 
fairly inferred fron> thence, that they can, merely for lucre 
.and jpcKTuniary considerations, tranq>ort their vassals to. the 
£a5t or West Indies, nine parts i^ ten of whom will hard- 
ly ever return ; and thus, by depopulating their territon 
f\fi&^ deprive their Lord Paramount of the succour whicl^ 

h« 
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he )ui$ 21 ^igbt to expedk j^qra them> ax^d of the adVanU^ 
which an inhabited, and ..settled tcrritoiy affords, in com-*' 
pa^ison of one stript of all the men able to* bear arms ;" to 
support a cause in nq. shape whatever cdtmefted with the 
empire, and whiph. must re^nder it vile and dishoitom^blc in 
the eyes, of, aU Europe, as a nursery of men reserved for 
the purposes of supporting arbitrary power, whenever graJsped 
at by those who have more money, tho' not more justice 
^d virtue, than the others whom they can pay for ^- 
presstng. — ^I shall say little to the feelings of those princes 
who can sell their subjcfts for such piu-poses. We have read 
of the humourist Sancho's wish ; that, if he were a prince, 
all his subjects should be black-a-moors, as he could by the 
sale of them easily turn them into ready-money ; but that 
wish, however it might appear ridiculous, and unbecoming 
a sovereign, is much more innocent than a prince's availing 
himself of his vassals for the purpose of sacrificing them in 
such destruffive wars, where he has the additional crime of 
making them destroy much better and nobler beings than 
themselves. 

., As to the defensive part of the treaty, which is looked 
upon as of no consequence, on supposition that we shall ne- 
ver be called upon to fulfil it j I beg leave to insist on thfe 
contrary position : for the Emperor may not only shew his 

' resentment of this proceeding of his vassals, by a military 
jcxecution in their territories, but may thereby give them a 
/ight to call upon us for that indemnification in money. 
Which is the only means in our power for making them 
amends, and to which we are by these treaties boimd- Besides, 
the King of Prussia, who is at their door, will infallibly 
seize this opportunity of making us pay the six hundred 
thousand pounds, which he pretends we wronged him of at 
the close of the last war. It will therefore be very proper 
for administration, and much more for the House, to consi- 
der that it would be a great addition to the expence, which, 

. from the complexion of the House, I am afraid we are going 
to incur, by approving of those treaties now under consider- 
ation, which treaties I look upon as highly inexpedient, and 
dishonourable to the nation j and to which therefore, as a 
member of this House, I shall give every opposition in my 
power. 

Mr. Seymour compared the present treaties with the former 
treaties with German and other princes, whom we had for- 
merly subsidized, defied the honourable gentleman [Mr. 

Cornwall^ 
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Cofliwall] to produce a single jnttaDcc, in wfaicjbi the tame 
nomber of men, within the same time, had cost the nation so. 
moch moni^. 

Mr. D. Hartley. In the conrse of our debates upcm Ame* 
tican measures, I frequently hiear the terms of rebellion and 
rebds made use of, which I shall never adopt \ not only be^ 
cause I would avoid every term of acrimony which might 
inofvase the ill-blood between us and our fellow««ubjeAs in 
America, but likewise thinking as I do, that the ministry 
of this country have been in every stage the aggressors ; I 
never ¥rill, as a Whig of revolution principles, confound 
terms so fundamentally the reverse to each other, as defen- 
sive resistance in the support of constitutional rights, with un- 
provoked and adive treason. The colonies have been coiw 
demned unheard. If you would have condescended but to 
have heard their petition, you would have found that all that 
they requested has been to be restored to the happy state of 
hanmrny^ tranquillity, and constitutional dependence exist- 
ing in 1763. Those ministers who have so madly driven 
them on to unavoidable resistance, must be answerable to 
their country for all future consequences. I wish to enter 
my protest once for all, that I shall always think that our 
American fellow-subjeds have been driven to resistance in their 
own defence, and in support of those very claims which we 
onrsehres have successfully taken up arms in -former times, 
td rescue us from the violence and tyrannical pretensions of 
the House of Stuart. These .rights are the giving and 
granting freely our own property, and the security of char- 
ters. Let us do to them as we have done for ourselves, and 
it is all that they ask. I am convinced that the nation will 
isome day or other see the justice of their cause, when the 
iuiger ot the present unfortunate disputes is a little abated, 
and when many misrepresentations, which are studiously cir- 
culated by mmistry, are cleared away. Therefore, Sir> 
for the present I will suspend this part of the argument, 
and confine my objedtions to this measure of the fo» 
reign troops ; to the impolicy and impra<Sticability of the 
measures; being always understood that I have entered 
my protest against their injustice,^ Sir, the public have 
been artfully and imperceptibly- led into these measiu-es. 
We wers told, at first, that the discontents were only 
/adopted by. a few factious persons in America, that the 
body of the people were totally averse to these measures of 
. resistan(:e, andi that a very little exertion firom thi< country, 

and 
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ted t tt^ kwoiksidtrable npence* would restore . the public 
ertnqaiUky. M^ny of tis on this side of the Hous^ haves 
from time to time, endeavoured to uncover these faUacies^ 
hiving too truly foreseen and foretold the endless ill-conse- 
^^ledces of the ministerial plans in America. I myself told 
yOQ) Sir, in this very place, not many months ago» firom 
very certain information, that America would not only not 
recede upon the articles of artritrary taxation and sun^ider 
of chflirters, but that they would turn out, before last Mid- 
MEnmer, a body of 50,000 men in arms. This prediAion 
WIS at that time treated by the House with laughter, yet it 
has {MTOved but too true* What confidence can we then ha?e 
for the foture, in ministers who are so grossly ignorant and 
deceived, or, who conceal the tme state of thinj^ from this 
House and the |mblic, perhaps with no better view tha^ to 
trepan them insidiously, and by gradual steps, into the supv 
port of their own desperate and sanguinary designs i Th^ 
pubUc revenue being a subjeft upon which I have at 
times bestowed some pains, and upon which I sometimes trou« 
bkd you, I am sure that this House will do me the justice to 
recoiled, that I have in^cessantly remonstrated to tmm of the 
enormity €^ the expence which these measures would entail 
upon the public, even to the hazard of public bankruptcy^ 
it foreign war should overtake us upon the heels of this 
civil contest. The ministry, in whom a majority of this 
House seem to put unbounded confidence, ha^e, for a time, 
smothered these mischiefs ; they have kept all matters of ex» 
pence out of sight, and have endeavourol to lull the public 
to inattention, by conveying to them that very little matters 
would do. Nq such words as taxing and fon^ing have even 
been whispered; but taxing and funding must come, ai^ 
that soon too. You cannot do this very year without. I 
have again gnd again st^jied to this House, and to the noUe 
Ix>rd, that the debts and expences incurred^ and such as 
will be incurred in this very y^ir's campaign, cannot come 
to a less sum than ten millions. The army extnu}rdinaries, 
and navy debt incurred in the last year, must be enormous; 
those which will farther be incurred in the present year, must 
he immense and boundless ; I might almost say incomputaUCt 
Let the noble Lord deal ingenuously with the public, and, by 
the assistfince of all his lights, let hun inform tne House what 
jexpences he is providing for them. Does he intend to krjr 
any new tax this year ? Does he pay oflF any of the navy 
debt ? Does he intend to propose the payment of the civil 
4ist with an augmentation to the establishment of it ? What 

wiU 
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win the nobb Lord state as the probable expence of the i»» 
tfsvuied campaign? Let the countiy geatkmen knov idut 
eadl^ expences they are to encounter, and to mortgage 
their estates fior. There are some gentlemen vlio have pro* 
fessed, that they enter into this war to obtain a revenue mm 
America, but still not at all price; Gold may be bought 
too dear, if they are to po^ a hundred jrears purchase for 
the possibility of a revenue mim America. Whc-wonUL ghe 
that -price even for a certainty? But it is contended that all 
tJiis arBaament is only a mode of making peace with dig* 
nity ) that the Americans will be awed into submission, and 
that commiasioiiers are to grantpardoDS and ta make peace. 
^Ans is the insidicnis pretext of the present year; ibr what 
powers are given to the c ommiwi on er s ? None, but to geaot 
povdons, if the Americans will iay down their arms iqpon 
iflaconditioaal submission. This is an insult both upon then 
and ij^oa us. Did they take up arms to ^obtain pardon, fsr 
to obtirin redress ^of gneBmmoes r You have condemned them 
unheard, you haice subverted aU their civil rights, yon pea* 
sioned dieir judges, you garUe their juries, yon condnsi 
the free debates of their assemblies, you confiscate their 
charters, you take their property by iriolence firom them; 
and, when they petition or complain, you tell diem thsa 
diese are pretended grievances; yet these are the grievu 

ances which they seek redress of under arms. Give them 

redress, and they will lay down their arms, and gladly re* 
ceive pardon and general oblivion* If Parliament had eOi* 
abled the commissioners to oflfer redress of grievances, I should 
not have called the appointment of them a mere pretext.; 
imt you have ex{Mressly tied their hands. Neither can the 
-Americans put any trust in any supposed intentions of the 
ministry for peace. General Burgoyne says, in his letter to 
general Lee> that after what has passed, the Americans may 
rest in. full confidence that this country would never think 
iof taxing them again, and indeed that inference would seem 
•feasonable,^f we did not hear the contrary asserted and sup* 
ported almost in every day's debate in this House, and particu- 
larly by the noble Lord who has lately been advanced to the 
■head of the American department. The noble Lord at the 
iiead of the treasury seldom holds the same language and opi- 
nion long together. Sometimes he is ready to dispense with 
taxation, and wishes to God that aU things were restored to 
4be state of 1763. If he has personally any dispositions^ to 
-moderation andXement measures more than his colleagues, he 
is at least over-ruled. But the npble Lord of the American 
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dq>artnient» has uniformly and invariably declared upon prin^ 
dple, that a total and unconditional submission, an entire 
surraider of their property and charters, are with him the 
indispensaUe jpreliminaries of any treaty of peace. I have 
myself troubled the House this very season with some propo- 
sitions of pacification, ofiering security to the colonies upon 
the articles of taxation and charters, which have been refused 
upon princij^, expressly argued in the debate on the part of 
the ministry, that they would not, in the least degree, recede 
firom their terms of unconditional submission to be enforced by 
the sword. 1 hen away with these pretexts I it is. dear enough 
that they mean nothing but destruftionand bloodshed, and to 
aAover.^ain the mockoy of what was last ye^ called the 
coQciliatovy proposition. Ton sent orders to dip the swcml in 
American blood before that proposition, insidious as it was, 
could be offered to any assembly upon the continent. This 
year again, your pretext is a pretended commission to ofier 
peace, at the same time tying up the hands of the commis* 
sioners from making any aSkr but of unconditional subinis« 
»on, with an army of An-eign mercenaries sent close upon 
their heels, to lay waste the whole country with fire and sword, 
Sir, myx^pposition to this unjust American war^ is so total 
and absolute against every part of it, that I hardly know in 
what terms to express iny aversion to any one part more than 
to every other; yet I thinks Sir, if there could remain any mea*- 
sure exceeding every preceding one in disgrace and barbarity, 
it is this of introducing foreign troops. The" first shedding of 
civil blood was wantonly precipitated by ministerial orders last 
year, even before the pretended plan of conciliation could be 
proposed to any assembly on the continent ; therefore the 
first blood lies at your door. Notwithstanding this provoca* 
tion of bloodshed, the Americans tell you in their declarar 
tion, as a proof of the sincerity of their desire for peace, 
that they have not called in the rivals of your grahdeur^ justly 
claiming the merit of forbearance under such provocation and 
distress. Mark the reward which we give them for their for» 
bearance : their petition is rejeAed unheard, and the minister 
tells the Parliament, in the King's speech, that it is with /^z/if- 
foEHon that his Majesty has received friendly offers of foreign 
assistance ; to which this House has given for answer,, tluit 
they would chearfully enable his Majesty to avail himself of 
the offer. An American congress have held such a measure 
in abhorrence ; a British Parliament have adopted it with 
chearfiilness. You have now set them the example, and per- 
haps 



A. i^^6. , DEBATES. 9$ 

haps, by the very aft, made it unavoidably necessary for theni 
to adopt the same fatal measure in their own defence. I call 
it a fetal measure ; because when foreign powers are once in- 
troduced in this dispute, all possibility of reconciliation^ and 
return to our former connexion is totally cut off. Yoii have 
given a justification to the Americans by your example, if 
tbey call in the assistance of foreign powers. Let the minister 
who has advised this measure to his Majesty, consider well: of 
the consequences. His head as well as his hand, is answer- 
able for the treaties. I mean not merely from the effeft cf 
these foreign troops in the American dispute, but from all 
other consequences, upon the general security of our situation 
vrith respeft to all foreign powers. We know well, with how 
jealous an eye this country is watched ; and more partia>- 
larly en^ncd, on account of the universal and uncontroled 
-empire of the British flag. One such treaty should not stand 
^one. If any foreign power should attack us, we shall ex- 
pcft. of the minister, who has advised these treaties for fo- 
reign forces, to be prepared with such a system of treaties and 
al^inces as shall seciire this country from the natural conse* 
qtiehces to be expeftcd from such interference of foreigners. 
When. you have set the example, you not only justify Ame- 
Vica III applying- for foreign aid, but every power whatever 
will tkiftk themselves at liberty to take such part as may bett 
'sirtt their own coAvenience. Upon the whole of this mea- 
snue, I ^hinlrit the most disgraceful, the most unjust ahd un- 
nattiral, and 4)^'» With the most fatal consequences, of any 
measure that hajf been, or could possibly be adopted, there- 
ibrel shall give my most hearty negative to it, 
■ **Jiion,' Frederick Stuart (third son of the Earl of Bute) was for 
sanguinary measures. He rested the strength of the nation 
"chidfly on -paper credit, with which he united the navy and 
cpnunerce. P3per credit, he said, efF< ifbcd wonders ; it was 
IKrt only a substitute for moncy^ but it was better. While 
our credit remained inviolate, we should never want either 
soldiers or sailors. He insisted America hiid no prospeft of 
deriving support from any otl^er power, because she was 
not able to pay them ; neither France nor Sp;iin would assist 
them, unless well paid. America had nothing but paper md- 
ney, and that would never pass current : nothing but good 
sterling money would answer their purpose, and that slie 
would not be able to procure, so long as her trade and com- 
merce were prevented or destroyed by our navy. 

Hon, 
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Howxtnkie Jmrm LuUrelU I rise becausie I thinks that if 
I 9m not too yoimg a member to have a sense of humanity^ 
odthi»r can I be deemed too young a member to give mj 
voice as well as vote against the oppresuve measures of the 
fmKnt adcniaistration* Nor can I be awed by their abilitiei^ 
i9r experience wheo the state of afiairs ju'ove they have been 
IK> misapplied) as to lose to the crown America, to this couni* 
try a most valuaUe part of its commerce) and which ;tre cv^ery 
ixj exMed in framing scich bills as may more justly be called 
death-warrants to thousands of British subje^ than a st^ 
toward rc^ixung o«r lost coloniesy 

I jflatter myself) <^) that what I shall say against this war^ 
will not be thought inconsistent with the spirit of an officer ; 
jGM'if Great Britain must Ueed for her injustice towards Amo- 
Jica) I kdM>w my duty, and when called upon should not 
ihrink'from the summons : \:nt I should hope when I feU^ 
ihat it was to save some better man^ who might live to fi^ 
in a better cause. However, Sir^ I cannot jnsfleft so oAmly 
on the^estiny and possible iate of those great and distingnid|ed 
jofficerS) wbo could«car«ely be r<3>lacea by thfBirfQ^ttdi^ amcli 
less I7 their superiors: I tbcreforefeet it an addittonal fcmi 
io blaoK) wd to lamem) the rashness of adnunislratioii* 

I form my judgment) Sir, of America^ not fimn beiof ^ 
member of this House, but from having passed maqriem in 
jhat jcountry, where, because I was an Knglishman» I 
with a friendly reception. They ^ve me nany |iMfc a 
toresp^them) and to wish them weU : nay I ihcNught it ( 
justent with my duty so to do, even though I tervedm men df 
war ! For I could not at that time foresee, werHftre tent tp 
ijtfoteA Am^ica from foreign powerS) <m{ty that wevOi^i^' 
become the spoilers of it oureelves. I rather looked upon tv 
as guardians to their trade, in which both counfirieahafiji 
iair, and a mutual advantage. 

The Americans have never sought nor desired to be iade» 
pendent of England. They thought ministry misinJSarme^ 
iJierefore they requested to be heard, and however artfidiy 
they may have been' deprived of that piviiege befiare thtf 
House, I do respeA it as the grand judicial inquest of the na>^ 
K^on, which must be too high and too equitable to cokidemn 
an individual without a hearing, much Iqss three millionrof 
jsubjefts. Yet 'tis said that rarliament declared this war« 
.i^imt America, let who will have done it, I havcf seen 
ounigh of that country to think it my duty to endeavour to 

express 
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express how mttch I am averse to so iniquitous^ sc impolitic a 
persecxition. 

I have heard. Sir, that it is necessary to destroy America^ » 
iXk order to obtain an honourable peace to this commercial 
conntry. If such great objecfts may be compared to small 
ones, I think it would have been as sound policy to send to Li* 
verpdol, at the time of the riot, to burn the town, and destroy 
all the merchant ships, because a part of their crew had proved 
tlisobedient to the laws. 

But who says the Americans will not submit to be go- 
verned by the just laws? They only say so, who first broke 
through them, and have ever since been adding insult to in- 

The minister well knew he had offended all America; and 
what man is so unlikely to put an end to the dispute, as he 
who insists upon being judge in his own cause? 

Thk I do say for the Americans, because I do believe it, 
ths^i had their real motives and intentions been fairly and 
impartially stated and laid before tliis House, and the Parlia- 
nient of Great Britain been called m as the mediators, not . 
the po^cutors of the people, all would have ended well : 
that good faith which had been ^vuntonly violated towards the 
colonies would have been restored upon a more solid and last- 
ing foundation, and men's lives and properties been safe at this 
very hour* 

Some say, who now are th^ Americans we can treat with? 
Is it every mdividual settler of that country? Surely it would 
be an endless work. Who then so proper as those in whom 
they place implicit faith, and confidence, and whose decisions 
they. will abide by! Such are the congress; nor can I think 
the minister does wish to pay the paltry compliment of a pre- 
fi^fence to the provincial councils, and assemblies ; unless he 
can forget how long they were treated with the lAost shameful 
contempt and disgrace, and that he drew this fatal sword to 
prove they did not represent America. 

■ But, Sir, I beg pardon for deviating go far from the busi- 
ness of the day as to talk of reconciliation, peace, and com* 
merce; for I understand the noble Lord does still persist, 
he can by force of arms recover the trade and amity of the, 
colonies^ I think they will continue to shew us, that by 
such methods it is impra^Sticable to attain those ends: but even 
were it possiMe he should succeed, permit me to say (if as a 
seaman I may be indulged with a professional comparison) I 
ccMild never approve of that pilot, who when he might have 

Vol. III. H steered * 
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sf^certd the vessel through a safe and pleasant channel,^ di- 
re6b heif course amongst rocks, and quicksands, telling me^ . 
for my best hope, that he has ingenuity enough to extricate 
her at last. 

Sir, I comprehend that ministry now apply to Parliament 
for seventeen thousand Germans to send to America. Good 
God, for what end? To enslave a hundred and fifty thousand 
of their own countrymen, many of whom fled from tyrants 
to seek our proteftion. And, Sir, I speak in moderation ; 
for passing over Georgia and West Florida, where they have 
some considerable settlements, there is Pennsylvania, one of 
the largest and most flourishing of the colonies, situated in 
the finest climate; it is above one half peopled by Germans^ 
they speak that language, and scarcely any English. The 
German flats on the Mohawk river, which extend at the back 
of New- York and the Jerseys, are very highly cultivated, and 
esteemed the. best lands, of any of those provinces. Some 
thousands, of Germans are the settlers and improvers of that 
country, and these I have mentioned, are the nearest inha)>i* 
tants^to the five nations of Indians. They trade with them, 
speak their language, and it is most natural to suppose thcf 
will easily persuade them to take up the hatchet against the 
King's forces. The Germans have some considerable settle* 
ments on the Connecticut river, but it is true the fewest Ger- 
mans are in New-England and the northern provinces. I do 
presume, Sir, that is the reason why the congress have not 
hitherto thought it necessary to call more of them to the pro- 
vincial army. 

I shall only add to this account of the Germans, that the 
«acouragement for them to quit their own country and becoine 
settlers in America, was so great, so very great, that the Ger- 
man princes found it. absolutely necessary to make it death by 
their laws to carry any more of them out, and the P;alatme 
ships that used so frequently to convey them have of late 
years ceased to arrive at the ports of our colonies. 
, To conquer, and to govern by military force, these settlers 
and all the inhabitants of that vast continent, with such a. 
handful of German and British forces, I do indeed, Sir^ hold 
to be impracticable; but I think it an excellent opportunity 
for our hired troops to desert, because they will most likely 
be offered lands, and protection. These warlike trsmsports 
we are to fit out may then be considered as good as the Pala<» 
tme ships for peopling America with Germans* , ~ 

I do 
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I do presume, Sir, it is not good policy to hire these foreign 
tlroopsi first, because they will provoke five times the number 
of theix* own countrymen in America, and a great many In- 
dians, to join the provincial army. Secondly, because they 
will desert, and accept of lands, which when they haVe done,- 
iRre have hired troops to fight against bursetves; for siirely, 
when, like those who became settlers before them, they see an 
uncultivated wild grow fruitfiil and beautiful under theif 
hands, they will readily join in protecting that property atid 
the just rights of America against the oppressive imposition^ 
of an eiiterprising ministry. Sir, foreseeing these jprobabte 
Events, having passed some winters and summers in America, 
and part of that time under hospitable roofs, I think it 
would be Wrong in me to give a silent vote upon the present 
6ccasion. But I do not mean to intrude any longer, because 
there are many able and distinguished men I shall have much 
tnore pleasure and satisfidlion in listening to, than in making 
any attempt to draw their attention towards me; I shall tliere- 
forc otoly beg leave to add one more reason why I think it 
right to give my voice and Vote against these measm*es and 
against the noble Lord's motion, which reason is, that I want 
fiiith to believe the cbmpliments of forc'gn ministers are as 
good a security for the safeguard of Great Britain or of 
Hanover, as the German and British forces, that arc shame- 
fully to be sent to m'assacre his Majesty's injured siibjefts in 
America) whilst we are left defenceless, both by sea and 
land. 

Mr. Jol^^ said, that as matters now stood, it was im- 
possible to retreat, that consequently troops must be had, in 
Order to ciaity the proposed measure into execution. This 
could not be effefted without a sufiicicnt force, and the pre- 
sent being the most feasible means of procuring that force, 
, for his part, he could not perceive how it was possible for 
any. person who approved of one, to consistently objeft to the 
ether. 

Mr. Gedfge GrenvUle observed, that he had scarcely been 
long enough in public life to fix before now his sentiments 
relating to America. That he had no doubt of the right 
of the Parliament to tax America,- and Consequently must 
concur in the cotercive measure?. He was far from approv- 
ing all the steps administration had taken, but that at pre- 
sent the main point rested on this alternative-, shall we aban- 
don America, or shall we recover our sovereignty over that 
country? The expence is to be sure heavy, and the terms 

Ha now 
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nj6^ before us hard; but if we do not consent to relinquish 
ajl our pretensions at once, we had better make one effort 
inprej and if we should miscarry, we will, in that event, be 
Ijttle worse than if we henceforth desisted from all fiirther 
pretensions. 

Governor yohnsione insisted, that the paper-credit of AmjB-. 
rfca was full as good as ours, and would answer every effeo- 
tiial purpose that the paper-credit of Great Britain possibly 
could. He said, he was surprised to hear an honoiu^blc 
Member, early in the debate, describe paper-credit as one of 
the great pillars of this nation; he contended, that a love of 
liberty was suiEcient to. surmount all difficulties, and instanced 
the case of the Dutch in the resistance they made to the op- 
pression and tyranny of the Spaniards, who, on their recog- 
nition as a free state, by their cruel taskmasters, were indebted 
In no less a sum than ninety millions sterling. 

Lord North expressed his surprise at hearing s© much stress 
laid on the impropriety of carrying on a war against our fel- 
low subjefts. For his part, he always imagined, that a civil 
war called most urgently for a speedy and effedhial suppres- 
sion. Such wars were no novelties in this country. Were 
not the Irish our fellow-subjefts in 1690? Were not the 
Scotch so in 1 7 15, and 1 745 ? And did any person ever asslga 
It as a reason that those rebellions should not be crushed, be-^ 
cause the rebels were our fellowrsubjefts? He insisted, that 
the cases of America and the United Provinces were extremely 
aifferent; that the latter was privately abetted, and publicly 
supported > and yet, if her commerce had been cut off, not-' 
withstanding all the aid she derived from her powerful friends 
(as that of America shortly will) she must have been obliged 
to submit. 

Mr. Fox observed, that his JiOrdship was never twke ia 
the same temper, nor of the same opinion. A few nights 
- ago his Lordship confessed he could not promise but that 
some foreign power might interfere; ^nd now he reasoned as 
if he was certain that America would be cut off from all 
public or private support of foreign powers. He wished his 
Lordship would take one side or other of the argument, and 
adhere to it; for if he granted the possibility of such an in- 
terference, then his whole argument amounted to just nothing.^ 
If, on the other hand, he w^s certain of a strift neutrality o<i 
the part of France and Spain, he begged never again to hear 
a syllable of a possibility of their interfering ia the present 
disputes. 

Lord 
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Ijord George Germain defended the measure oh the ground 
of hecetoity. He quoted a number of precedents, to shew 
that in every war or rebellion we had recourse to foreigners to 
fight bur battles, and to support our government. His lord- 
ship adverted particularly to the several treaties, the number 
of troops employed^ the terms on wluch they were hired, and 
tke services in which they were employed. 

I^rd Barrington supported the motion, because he owned 
that recruits could not be procured on any terms. He con- 
fessed that the bargain was not 30 advantageous . as he could 
hsffrt wished; but it was, he was certain, the best that could 
be made. They had prescribed the terms, and we were com* 
peiled by necessity to aqqept of them. 

Colonel Barri was severe on the last noble Lord. He re* 
.minded him of the assurance he gave on a former occasion, 
' that no foreign troops were meafit to be employed. He hoped 
he would not resort to his old apology, that he was not of the 
cabinet; or, if he should, that he would never more pass his 
own speculations on the Hiouse, as originating from authority, 
on communications received from those in the cabinet who 
-were supposed to in$tru£l and authorise him to give those as- 
surances. He- turned then to the minister, and was severe on 
him and his colleagues in office, telling them plainly, that 
they were not fit to conduct the affairs of a great natidn, either 
in peace or war. He attacked the treaties, and those who ad- 
Tiscd them, and pointed out the great danger and risque if 
introducing such a number of foreigners into the kingdom* 
alluding to the case of Francis the First of France, among 
many others j who experienced the inconveniences of so ha^ 
zardous an experiment. 

Governor Johnstone to explaiil; but proceeding to debate, 
he was called to order, as introducing new matter. The 
chair being appealed to, he was interrupted and obliged to sit 
down. 

Lord North answered several objeftions made to the treaties, 
as well as others relative to the state of our navy at home. 
He said that this country wQuld not be in danger when the 
armament destined for America had sailed, for we should still 
have the usual number of guardships, and it was not intended 
to send one line of battle ship to that part of the world. 

Colonel Barre to explain. He said, he was in the judg- 
ment of the House, if the noble Lord at the head of the war 
department, did not state 25,000 men, as the whole of the 
force intended for America for the service of the year I77^j 
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cm the day he presented the military estimates^ adding at the 
same time, that not a single foreigner was to be taken into 
British pay. 

General Conway insisted that administration had moft 
shamefully^ if not, basely, broke their word with America^ 
respecting the circular letter wrote by Lord Hillsborough to 
the several provincial assemblies, while secretary of state for 
that coimtry. He observed, that administration one day-pro-» 
fess to relinquish all idea. of a revenue; the next day thejr 
insist on taxation; a third, they solely contend for supr^ 
TRZQj and commercial controuk and again, we will not taZf 
but we will have a certain specific sum of money. He appeal- 
ed to the candour and good sfense of those who heard him, if 
it were possible for America to know what to do, or what she 
could depend on ; for, supposing she were willing to consent 
-|0 any one, or all of those schemes, what certainty wouid 
she have in such a £u<fbiation of opinions, such discordant 
sentiinents, such imsteadiness of counsels, but, that the very 
liext day the whole system may be abandoned, and some 
new claiin made upon them, ^^ perhaps the fruitful parent 
of a hundred more.'' What was the conciliatory propor- 
tion of last year, taking it in the most favourable interprets- 
tion, but the old claim of taxing, dressed in another garb? ta 
jshort, he could sep nothing but naked destruction present 
itself on every side} for, let America consent, or let her resist^ 
lie perceived, nay, he was perf eftly satisfied, that the ruin of 
this empire was inevitable. He treated the idea of reducing 
^America as impni<^cable and absurd; and if it were not, he 
pronounce4 it at once erudj oppressive, impolitic, ruinous an4 
unjust. 

Lord Mulgrave said, he had ever approved of Mr. Gren- 
viDe's system of colony-government; that his prophecy was 
now literaHy fulfilled ; for he said, if the stamp-aft should be 
repealed, -it would produce all the consequences thatiave 
Sihpe happened. That the repealing that aft was the cause 
of all pur present disputes ; and that whatever was thrown 
out respedting hi^ conduft, was equally untrue and ill-found- 
ed; for as he was always against the repeal, so he was now in 
favour of coercive me^ures, never considering on which side 
administration, votedf 

Lord North y in reply to General Conway, said, he wa^ 
not responsible for what Lord Hillsborough or any other 
member of administration might have done or promised be- 
ipre he came into office i yet if he had been one of the ad- 
visers 



A.i7?6. DEBATES. 103 

risers t>f that measure^ he thought he could fully justify him- 
9df on the conciliatory proposition which he had the honour 
to submit to the House last year, for that wgnt beyond any 
thing contained in the circular letter said to be written by the 
ilobte Lord. The proposition secured the application of the 
port-duties to the services of the colony where such duties 
should happen to arise, which plainly removed the only ob- 
jection that had been previously made to them, that of draw- 
ing the produce of such duties into the British exchequer. 
His Lordship was then extremely jocular on some of the ar^ 
jpimente made use of by Governor Johnstone, General Con- 
way, and Colonel Barre, relative to the native strength of 
Ameriqa, and the personal prowess of its inhabitants, on the 
dangerjs of a foreign invasion, and on the probable conse- 
quences of introducing a body of foreigners into our domi- 
nions in America, and the mucaculoOs e^eds of A^ericap par 
per-credit. 

- Mr* Burke complimented his Lordship on his talents for 
ridicule, his political witticisms, and ironical stridlures. He 
observed, that his Lordship one day came down to the House 
with a very grave, serious argumentative air, and told the 
country gentlemen, that they ishould have a revenue, for it 
was the very point in issue. The next he changed his tone 
and as gravely affirmed, that nothing was farther from &it 
intentions; tor it was the supreme legislative power of 
Parliament that employed all his sleeping apa wakinj^ 
thoughts; a paltry trifling revenue was beneath the dignity 
and wise consideration of a British Parliament. Again, the 
dispute only related to the destruction of the tea at Boston ; 
neither the revenue nor supremacy made any part of the 
controversy. At the beginning 6f a session not a single 
foreigner was intended to be employed ; now nothing is»to 
be effefted without the aid of foreign mercenaries ; but if ne^ 
cessity should compel us to employ foreigners, it was only be-» 
cause they could be procured upon cheaper terms, The ne- 
cessity is arrived; but the pretence of cheapness is at once 
abandoned; for it turns out, that for every thousand fo^ 
reigners we have taken into our service, we shall pay as much 
as for one thousand five hundred natives. If his Lordship 
was charged with being the promoter of those measures, the 
faft was denieidj he only co-operated with the rest of the 
King's servants ; if they were attributed to any pther set of 
men, he instantly put in his claim to the whole merit. If he 
was reproached with versatility of sentiment, or contrariety of 

H 4 opinion 
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opinioHi be laughed 9t his oppcment$9 ^nd turned the whole 
into a mere matter of ridicule. So th^t, on the whok, supre- 
macy or no supremacy, revenue or no revenue, foreigners or 
natives, cheapness or deamess, responsibility or no respon« 
$ibility, his Lordship seemed to regard very little, the whole 
was made to end in a joke^ promises, reasons, and arguments^ 
were made to yield to ministerial pleasantry and good-humour^ 
the House was made ;perry| a laugh was created, and the 
mere grumblers were, as they deserved, turned into ridicule 
and contempt. 

Mr. Stanhope condemned the measures pursued by adminis- 
tration, as leading us into consequences of a most serious and 
alarming nature. He insisted* that the means propo^d to 
carry them into execution, were not less exceptionable than 
the policy which gave birth to themj and if persisted in, must; 
not only cause the entire loss of America, but must subject us 
to additional burthens we should never be able to bear. 

Sir George Savile entered into several comparative computa«r 
tions, relative to the terms of the present treaties ; a^d shew* 
cd, that it was never known since the present custon^ of hiring 
mercenary troops prevailed, that so disgraceful or dear a bar-, 
gain had been made, even when the total dissolution of the 
established form of government had been threatened, and re^ 
hellions had existed in the very bowels of the kingdom. 

Mr Rigby observed, that in the beginning of the session 
opposition objected, that the^ military estimates were too low, 
and not adequate to the purposes of absolute coercion, yet 
x^ow that defeft was attempted to be remedied, they were 
ready tp oppose the increased expence, and seemed resolved 
to find fault in either event. He said he should not be sur- 
prised to hear them find fault with the war itself, but he con- 
jessed he was astonished tp hear them condemn the most efiec* 
tual mode of obtaining the objefts for which only it was set 
Qti foot, that of compelling America to return to a state of 
obedience. They might indeed controvert the justice of the 
war, but he could not possibly conceiye how they could op* 
pose those who were already convinced of its justice, contrary 
\o their own express sentiments, declared in Parliament. 
Among the rest, he expressed- hi^ astonishment at what had 
fallen from the right honourable gentleman [Colonel BarreJ 
who had condemned the war as impolitic, ruinqus, and unjust, 
when herecolle£ted, that that very gentleman had both spoke 
and voted for the Boston port-bill, which was the great leading 
and fundamental basis, and cause of the present civil war. 

' ^ Colonel 
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Colonel Borre to axfitm. He owned the dnrse; but lie 
contexuledj it proceeded from mistake and misinformation !; 
for the minister had given the most explicit and fullest assiH 
irances that the merdb^ts of Boston had desired such a bill ; 
, imd that the people of the Massachusetts Bay would, as soon as 
i|: was-passed^ immediately turn to their ootv. Expmenct^ 
however<f had taught him what degree of credit any official gi^ 
ininistenai information deserved: if therefore he should ever 
.b^pen tOQi^end in the same way, he must do it with bis eyt9 
•open $ for at present, all commuiiications from either the mi« 
pister or his colleagues in office, if they at all deseryed atten- 
tion, it was only tp understand them in a direA contrary sense 
. to what ithosie communications obviously imported. 
. Mti Alderman BuIL 1 cannot, Sir, at this time, forbear 
to express my astonishment and concern, that early in the pr&« 
sent session so many gentlemen should have been prevailed 
. up(m, by any considerations, to stand forth in the most seriouai 
and solemn manner, to approve and sandify those cruel and 
-arbitrary measures which were recommended, and have been 
fatally carried into execution, by an unfeeling, an unrelenting 
administration, who have dared to abuse the throne by their 
wicked and sanguinary councils, and whose whole conduft 
has proved them entirely destitute of every principle of jus* 
tice, humanity, and the religion of their country^ Their insert 
tiable thirst for Protestant blood has been long evident; and 
it cries aloud to Heaven fox vengeance, as well as for the just 
indignation of a long abused, insulted, oppressed people. To 
exult in the destruAion of our most valuable commercial 
frieadsy and Protestant fellow-subjefts; to pray that the same 
horrid scenes may be repeated; that war, desolation, and 
bloodshed may prevade the whole continent of America, un- 
less it shall bow its devoted to Popery, to poverty, to the most 
abjeft and ignominious slavery, were not the faft on record^ 
would be thought incredible ! That record, Sir, to a nation 
professing a regard to liberty, and the rights of humanity, will 
remain an eternal monument of -reproach. 

Sir, is it certain, is it probable, that the exertions of mi- 
nisterial tyrs^nny and revenge will be much longer permitted? 
that there will bfe no appeal to stop the further effiision of Pro- 
testant blood? Or can it be expefted that the people of this 
country, reducing by thousands to beggary and want, wiU 
remafai idle spectators till the sword is at their breasts, or 
dragoons at their doors? God forbid! I am not insensible 
lipw much professions pi patriotism are becpme a subjeCf of 

ridicule. 
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■^cEcule. To the astbhishment of the world, the love oiFour 
country has been ridiculed within these walls. And yet, Sir, 
this shall not restrain me. While I will uniformly withhold 

-the offer of my life and fortune in support of ministerial dc8-^ 
potism, I wbh it to be understood, that whenever an occasion 
may caH for it, I will cheaJfiilly sacrifice both in defence of 

'^the liberties of the people. 

" The war that you are now, waging, is an unjust one ; it is 
founded in oppression, and its end will be distress and disgrace* 
Let not the historian be obliged to say that the Russian and 

'the German slave was hired to subdue the sons of Englishmen 
and of freedom 5 and that in the reign of a Prince^ of the 
house of Brunswick, every infamous attempt was made to ex- 
tinguish that spirit which brought his ancestors to the throne^ 
. and in spite of treachery and rebellion seated them firmly 
upon it. . 

I shall' not now trouble the House any forther, than to de» 

■clare my abhorrence of all the measures which have been 
adopted against America 5 measures equally inimical to the 
principles of commerce, to the spirit of the constitution, and 
to the honour, to the faith, and the true dignity of the Briti$k 

•nation. 

- At a quarter after two, the question on Lord North's mo- 
tion was put, and agreed to by a majority of 242 to 88. 

An account of extraordinary services incurred, and paid by 
'- the right honourable Richard Rigby, paymaster-general of 
his Majesty's forces, between the pth of March, 177J, and 
and the 31st pf January, 1776, and not provided for by 
• Parliament. 
Daiesof 
Warranti 

I775» . . . 

fpt. 26*. To bills of exchange drawn by major g©^ L. /. d* 
neral Boyd, lieutenant governor of Gibraltar, 
for public services there 12 16 8 6 

kc. 4. To a bill of exchange drawn by lieutenant 
colel Samue} Tpwnshend, for freight, land- 
ing, and carriage, of cloathing, arms, &c. for 
additional companies to be raised in Ireland, 
for the several regiments serving in North 
America ' 84 II 3 

July 6. To bills of exchange drawn by Guy Carle-^ 

ton, esq. for public services 7483 1 1 3 

To 
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To bills of exchange diiavm bjrH. T. Ort- 

mahe, esq. for public services looo o i 

To ditto drawn by William Leybome^ c»q. 

for public services 5100 o < 

To ditto drawn by William Stuarti esq. for - 

1776. public services. * 24^2 12 J 
^an. 13. To ditto drawn by Thomas Storcr, for a 

cargo of 6our stopped in Virginia by the Earl 
1775. ofDunmore ^284 15 i 

JUar. 31. To Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, 
esqrs. to be by them zpj^i^ and invested in 
the purchasing Spanish and Portugal coins^ 
for die use and service of his Majesty's forces 
in North Antoica 21500 o O 

yune 14. To ditto, to be Iqr them ap- 
plied and invested in purchas- 
ing ditto, for the use of the 
< forces in ditto 20000 o o 

y^ly 8. To ditto for the service of 

the fcH-ces in ditto loooo o o 

'- 12. To ditto for the service of 

the forces HI ditto 30000 00 

29. To ditto, for the service of 

the forces in ditto loooo o o 

jtug. 27. To ditto for the service of 

the forces in ditto loooo o o 

Sept. 15. To ditto for the service of 

the forces in ditto 20000 00 

0<5?. 2. To ditto for the service of 

the forces in ditto 48990 8 p J 

14. To ditto for the service of 

the forces in ditto 20000 00 

j^ov. 14. To ditto for the service of , 

the forces in ditto 20000 o o 

i(J. To ditto for the service pf 

the forces in ditto 183 18 16 4 

jjo. To ditto for the service of 

the forces in ditto . 20000 o o. 

To ditto for the service of 
the forces in ditto 20000 o o 

JDec. 7. To ditto for the service of 

^ forces in ditto 20000 op 



fa 
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776. r- tlif forces in ditto ■ 20000 o <^ 

n. 16. To 4itto for tke service rf 

' rii^ forces in ditto 20000 o <) 

aOf To-ditto for thjescrrtecof 
. tk« forces'^in ditto 20000 0^0 

To<<l]tto for the serrtte of 
the fotcess in ditto 20000 o o 

V ^ ' To ditto for the service of 

the fortes in ditto 2oo6o '^ o 

Tojditto for the serviipc of 
the fo|x^ in ditto 20000 00 

75' V • -^--4o88€>9 5 if 

V7I9* 29. ToJSir.Thomap Mills, receiver general of 

the revenues in the province of Quebec, to 

enable him to carry on payments for the to** 

vice of civil governmcnti there^ by way of tn>« 

prest,induponaJCcount 5060 o o 

25. To John Pownal, eiq. for procuring proper 

presents for the Indians bordering on the co* 

lonies in North America ijooo o o 

9V. 7. To Robert Grant, esq. and Co. foi* the like 

sum due to them for 250 barrels of pork suck 

plied by them, for the use of the forces m 

North America 816 13 4 

14. To Anthony Bacon, esq. in full discharge 

of the like sum due to him for coals and pS*- 

^ tatoes^^sent by him to North America, for the 

use of the forces there 7248 14 7 

23- To Gilbert Hagen, merchant, for and on 
behalf of Richard Cbotc, merchant, owner 
of a^ cargo of wheat and flour detained at Bos^ 
^on, in North America, for tic use of the 
forces jhere. 4306 i % 

J. 12. To Thomas Harley, esq. for sundry sup- 
plies s^t to America, for the use of the anny 
there ^^q ^ I 

To ditto in foU satisf^<Elion 
and discharge of the like sum 
due ta him for doathing, ac- 
coutrements, &c. for a corps of 
h(s Majesty's Canadians jubeAs i ^6p6 6 e 

— 25136 u 1 

Dee, 



& 



^ec. 4, % WUHam Brymer, fi^* ao4 oa behalf o| 
Archibald Bi^ch^an and George" Mathews, 
owners o; a catrgo of whe^ a^dflgur, secured .' ... .-: 
by order of lieutenant general Gage, for the 
uses of th^ iForces in North Amprica* 2478 $, \ 

05, ^0. Xa M^is. Mjjre, Son, and Atkinson, in 

full 8atisfk<S)ion afid discharge of the like &uq» " 

due to tb^m for ha^» gaits^ f^jxd beans, sent 

to North America for che U3q of the araajr 

there - .•. - -^ • ^ 693a, a 6 

To ditto for vegetables, 
vinegar, and casks, sent to 
ditto for the use of the army 
there - - - 8797 i^ 3 , 

To ditto for sheep and hojp. 
sent to North America for , . 

the use of the forces there 98 It 94 

To ditto for coals sent by 
them to ditto for the usq of 
ditto - - ^ 838Q 14 31 . - ^" 

To ditto for a quantity o£ 
strong beer, sent to ditiK) for 
the use of ditto - - 13899 14 6 
Dec. 20. To ditto for hay, oats, , , . 

beans, and sundry stores, also ; ' 

for charges on goods shipped 
by them, for the use of ditto 10403 12 j{ 

To ditto fof sheepandhpgs, 
sent by them to ditto for the : > 

iise of ditto - ,- 16241 5 %% 

To ditto coals sent by. them 
to ditto for the use of ditto 628817 9 

To ditto for porter, beer, 
sent by them to ditto for the 
use of ditto - - 1470? 16 4 

To ditto for vegetables. 
Vinegar, and casks, sent by 
them to ditto for the use .of 
ditto - - - , - 13031 8 10 



Aug^. 3* To Robert Adair, esq. inspeftor geaieral of 
regimental infirmari^, to; enable hinx.to satis* 
fy such bills, as are, or may be drawn upon 
him for pay of divers «xtr;^ surgepn^. ^nd 

sur- 
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surgeon's mates> in the ceded islands, &c« 

looo o o 
jyjw. a4» To ditto for ditto in ditto looo o o 
177/5. 
^n. 8. To ditto for ditto in ditto 205 00 

1775. — ^-- 2i6s O 6 

jtfr* 29t To Arnold Nesbitt, Adam Drummond, 
and Moses Franks, esqrs. for yiAualling the 
forces in the garrisons df Quebec and Mon-* 
treal, between 25th Oft. and 24th. Dee. 
1774 - - - - 857 II it 

To ditto for viftualliixg the 
forces in the provinces of 
Massachuset's Bay^ New- 
York, &c. between the 25th 
Sept. and 24th Dec. 17745 
also for provisions shipped at > 

New-Xork, for the use of ' 

the forces at Boston. - 771^^ i 4 

19. To ditto fof viftqalling 
the forces in ditto provinces, 
between 25thl>ec. 1774, and 
23d Feb. 1775 - - 3815 12 9 
te a6» To ditto for viftualling the 
forces in the provinces of 
Quebec and Montreal be- 
tween 25th Dec. 1774, and 
23d Feb. 1775. - - 850 o 7 
29. To ditto Dy way of ad- 
vance, but upon account, in 
consideration of the number 
of men how stationed in 
America. - - * itoood b a 
July 21 « To ditto for viftualling the 
forces in the provinces of 
Massachuset's Bay and New 
York, between 24th Feb. add 
24th April 1775 - - 2482 32 
26m To ditto for provisions de- 
posited in the Illinois country, 
between 8th Aug. and 20th 
Dec. 1774 - - - 13M 95 
1 2# To ditto by way of further 
advance, but upon account, 

in 
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in consideration of the num- ' 

ber of men now stationed in 

America - - - 5000 o o 

a8. To ditto for vifhiaUing the 

forces in the garrisons of 

Quebec and Montreal, be- 
tween 24th of Feb. and 24th 
1775. April 1775 . - - 9S4 5 5 
OB. 2. To Arnold Nesbitt, Adam 

Drummond, . and Moses 

Franks^ esqrs. for provisions 

delivered from the magazines 

at Montreal, between 13th of 

Sept. i774j and 15th April, 

1775 . . - .' 4777 15 10 
To ditto for viftualling the 

forces in the provinces of 

Massachusetts Bay and New 

York, between 25th of April 

and 24th of June, 1775 - S8X4 18 j 
Nov. 8. To ditto for viftualling 

the forces at Quebec and 

Montreal, between 25th of 

April and 24th June, 1775, 

and for provisions forwarded 

to the King's storehouses, for 

the use of the troops in the 

garrisons of Chamblie and 

St. John - - - 1337 16 7 

Dee. 7. To ditto for viftulaUing 

the forces in the provinces of 

New York and Massachiiset's 

Bay, between 25th June and 

24th August, 1775 - 1 1 148 18 8> 

To ditto for provisions de- 
livered from the magazines at* 

Quebec and Montreal, for the 
1776. use of the forces at Boston 12348 3 11 
Jan. 16. To ditto for provisions de- 
livered from the magazines at 

Montreal, between the i6th 

April and 14th Odl. 1775 8700 ^^ ^ 

To ditto by way of further 
advance, 
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advance, but upon accdilcdt, 

in consideration of the ntim* 

ber of men now stationed in 
1775, North America. - loOOO O <^ 

u/yzi. To Richard Vernon SadUer^ 

cscj. for provisions issued to 

the forces at Hali:&x in Nov! 

Scotia, between lath Dec. 

1774, and 30th AprU, 1775? 97« »3 ^ 
». 25. To jditto for provisi€«f 

issued to the forces at dittd 

between ist May and 20th 

August 1775 - - * 562 19 d 
>r. II. ToChristopherBethelljdsq. 

executor to th^ ht^ Edward 

Codrington, esq. for ppd^ 

visions issued to the forces in 

West Florida, between 25tk 

April and 24th Au^. 1774} 

for provisions issued to John 

Campbell, engineer, between 

3d Jan. 177a, and ist Jan^ 

1774, for provisions issued td^ 

persons under the direfiion$ 

of engineer Dmiiford, be**^ 

tween xst Aug. 1773, and jist 

July, 1774; for provisicNDS 

issued to the civil branch of 

ordnance, between ist Oft* 

1773, and 30th Sept. 1774, » 

and for condemned provision? 3103 9 I if 
Todittoforprovisions issued 

to the fcM-ces in ditto, between 

a5th Ang. and 24th Oft. 

^774, f6r provisions received 

by Mr. Williams, afting 

tommissaiyof stores, between 

25th June, 1771, and 23d 

Feb. 1774, and £ot con* 

demned provisions - ^95 ^ ^ 

;. 22/ To ditto for provisicms 

issued to the forces in ditto, 

between 25th Oft:. 1 774, and 
23d 
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23d Feb. 177s; for provi-i 
sions supplied the Hospital suT' 
geon, between 25th Dec. 

1773, and 24tli Dec. 1774, 
for bread furnished in lieti or 
flour, and for extra expences 

in baJcing biscuit - - ifii^ i f 

Atair.'^l. To John Stephensoh ind 

John BliickBurri, esqrs. con-« 

traftors for viftuallmff the 

forces in West Florida, by 

way of imprest, and ufton ac<^ 

count - - - i^t6 d 6 

Jitay ip. To ditto by way df advance, 

and upon account, for viihi*- 

ailing the forces in ditto - i^M 6 41 
^pf. 29- To Witter Cuming tod 

l^ender MaSon, fcqrs. for 

vidhialling the forces at St. 

Augustine, in East Florida, 

between 25 th Oft. and "24th 

Dec. 1774 * - - s*jl 4 I 

Nov. 2. To ditto for provisions 
' issued to the forces m the gai'- 

rison of St. Augustine, be- 
tween 25th Dec. 1774, Juid 

24th April, 1775, aiid for 

provisions issued to the out- 
ports dependent on that gar- 
rison, between list Sept. 

1774, and 4th May, 1775^ 
and also for condernned pro* 

visions ^ - -* * tpGi 16 ^ 

11 -* 

1x1,159 12 % 

Towai'ds the c^peiice of 

provisions delivered to thirteen 

battalions of foot in North 

America, Nova Scotia', and 

Newfoundland, &c. Apply- 

the sum voted upon estimates, 

1775, ^^^ ^^ service, viz. 

13958 19 4i 
Vol. IIL I 
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Also the sums 
stopped for pro- 
visions delivered 
to the said bat- 
talion^ between 
25th June "1774, 
and 24th June^ 
1775 - - 19751 5 ^i 



29. To John Durand, esq. for 
provisions issued to the troops 
in Grenada, between ist Oft. 
and 31st Decern. 1774 - 1 127 2 5 

19. To ditto for provisions ship- 
ped from the island of Grena- 
da to the island of St» Vin- 
cent - - - «- - 4120 8 o 
• 30 To ditto for provisons issu- 
ed in the island of Grenada, 
between ist Jan. and 31st 
March, 17751 ^^ ^^r P^^" 
visions shipped to the islands 
of Tobago and Dominica - 221 1 13 o 
, 28. To ditto for provisions ship- 
ped to the islands of Tobago, 
St. Vincent, and Dominica - 60^7 4 I 

2. To ditto for provisions issued 
and condemned in the island of 
Grenada - - - - 1657 16 4 

16. To ditto for freight' of 
provisions from Grenada to 
the other ceded islands, in 
iieu f:A aU, changes and ex- 
pences for 2^ years, ductile ist 
L Oft. 1775 " " " " 2000. o o 

16. To ditto for provisions ship- 
ped and deposited in the island 
of Dominica * -; - 603 16 5 



33710 4 7 

-^-^ 7744? 7 7 



17788 03 

To. 



A. t')'}6. D £ fi A T E S. ^ 

Towards .the expence of 
pfovisions delivered to the 
regiments in the ceded islands. - 

—Apply the" sum voted up-* 
on estimates, 1775^ iot that 
service - *. & ^ 13477 ^2 6 

1775. . ^ -r- ^ 431a 

Atar, 3 1 . To Saiilue! Srtiith, esq. for insurance on 
provisions sent to Gambia and Senegal, be- 
tween 25th June, 1773, and^3 1st Dcd. 1774 j 
' for agent's salary' at James Fort, Gambia, 
' from 1st Aug. tQ 31st Dec* 1774, and fbf 
sundries supplied the Hospital and sick at Se- 
negal, from ditto td ditto - 305 9 ^ 
^une 26. To ditto for viaualling the 
forces at Gambia, between 
nth Aug. and a4th Nov. 

1774 - - ' -• - 31^^ 19 3 
jiug, 24. To ditto for vi£hialling the 

forces at Senegal, between ist 

Jan. and 31st Mafch, 1775 }^4^ ^S ^ 

O^. 25. To ditto for viftualling the 

forces in the province of Se- 

negambia, between 25th Nov. 

and 31st Mar. 1775 ^ - .517 o .0 
Nov. 25* To ditto for vidlualling the 

forces at Senegal, between ist 

April and 30th June, 1775} 

for agent's salary at James Fort. 

Gambia, and for* sundries sup* ' 

plied ths hospital and sick, be- . 

tween ist Jan. and 30th June, 
1776. 177c -. , - - 943 1^ XI 

ran. i(J- To ditto for viftualling this 

forces at Senegal, between the 

1st July and 30th Sept<j775 949 i 6 

4x44 3 « . 
, Towards the expence of 
provisions delivered to the 
corps in Africa.*— •Apply the 
sum voted upon estimates, 
1775, for that se^ice - - 2321 14 io| 
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29. To Zachary Philip Fonnereau, esq. and 
. Sir Meyrick Burrell, bart. for victualling 

the garrison of Gibraltar, between the 26th 

Det. 1774, and 19th Feb. 1775 4929 14 9 
JO. To ditto for vidhialling the 

forces at ditto, betweeiT 20th 

Feb. and 1 6th April, 1775. 5014 57. 
21. To ditto for viftualling the ^ 

forces at ditto, between 17th 

April and i;4th May, 1775 2530 13 8 

28. To ditto for vidhialling the 

forces at ditto between? iSth 

Mayandnth June 1775 - 2528 91 
9. To ditto for viftualling . the 

forces at ditto, between 12th 

June and 9th July, 1775 2538 57 

14. To ditto for viftualling the 

forces at ditto, between loth 

July and 6th Aug. 1775 - 2542 17 2 
^. To ditto for vi6hialling the 

forces at ditto, between 7th 

Aug. and 1st 0<Et. 1775 - 5085 8 3 
To ^itto for insurance on 

provisions issued at ditto, be- 
tween 5 th Sept. 1774, and ist 
• Oa. 1775. - - - 526 3 9 

25.695 17 '10 
Towards the expence of pro- 
visions delivered to the rdg, at 

at Gibraltar. — Apply the sum , 

voted upon estimates, 1775, 

for that service - - - - 24307 17 3! 
). ■• ' ' .. 1388 o6§ 

16. To Thomas Harley, esq. for provisions 

sent by him for the supply of the garrison of 
;. Minorca - '- - - - - 5500 o o 

•.31. To Anthony Bacon esq. for provisions 

and forage delivered to the troops in the Isle 

of Man, between ist Oft. 17741 and 2d 

Jan. 1775 - - - 288 ii II 

,28. To ditto for provisions and - 

forngc delivered to the troops 
, .. . in 
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in ditto, between ad Jan; and £. 

8th Mar. 1775 - - 258 10 9 



May 12. To Anthony Bacon and Lewis Chauvet, 
esqrs. for 37 negroes, furnished and employ- 
ed by them in the island of Tobago, between 
30th June and ist Oft. 1774; ror loi ne- 
groes in the island of Dominica, between ist 
Oft. and 31st Dec. 1774; including travel- 
ling charges; for 52 negroes fiirriished by 
them in the island of Grenada, between ist 
Oft. and jist Dec. 1774, who have been sup- 
plied and viftualled by them, and for duties 
paid on negroes - - 1392 7 o 

yune 30. To ditto for 133 negroes 
furnished, and employed in the 
island of St. Vincent from ist 
Oft. to 31st Dec. 1774, in- 
cluding travelling charges, and 
for 5 1 negroes in the island of 
Grenada, between ist Jan. and 
31st March, 1775, who were 
supplied and viftualled by 
them - - -.. 1085 J3 % 

To Anthony Bacon and 
Lewis Chauvetj esqrs. for 
1 60 negroes furnished and em- 
ployed, supplied and viftualled 
by them, in the island pf St« 
Vincent from 3 1 st Dec. 1 7 74, 
to 5th March, 1775 - - - 926 i5 8 

^ug. 12. To ditto for 36 negroes in 
the island of Tobago, between 
the 30th of Sept. 1774, and 
the 1st of Jan. 1775 ; for 62 
negroes in ditto island, between 
the yst of Dec. 1774, and ist 
of April, 1 775, and for 89 ne- 
groes in the island of Domini- 
ca, between ist Jan. and .3 ist 
^ Mar. 1775, furnished, employ- 
ed and viftualled by them - 1 136 3 z 
^3 
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. To ditto for 51 negroes in 1 

the island of Grenada, for 154 I 

fiefgroes in the island of St. | 

Vincent, for 95 negroes in the 
island of Dominica, between 
1st Aprii and 30th June, 1 77 j, 
and for p5 negroes* in the said 
island of Dominica, between 
jst July and 30th Aug. fur- 
nished, employed and viftual* 
kdbythfcm ^ - ^ 2237 9 10 



51. To jTohn Masterton and Sir John Inglish 
bart. in full sj^tisfkaion of the like sum, charges 
of oatmeal, firing, candles, &c. furnished to the 
forces quartered in the several garrisons and 
barracks in North Britain, from ist Jan. to 
31st Dec. 1774 - - 1666 6 5 

[2. To/ lieut. col. James Mas- 
terton, for losses sustained on 
account of the uncommon ad- 
vanced price of oatmeal sup- 
plied by him to the troops in 
the northern forts and bar- 
racks between ist Jan. 1774 
and 1st Jan. 1775 - - - 854 16 8 

l8. To H. Bland Gardiner and 
James Kemp, esq. for neces- 
saries for the use of the forces 
in North Britain - - - - 28(54 2 3 
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12. To W. Stukeley in fiill satisfadlion of the 
like sum expended by him in providing and re- 

Pairing utensils for the use of the barracks at 
'ortsmouth, and for furnishing coals and can- 
dles for the use of tlie forces in the s^d barracks . 105 13 9 
26. To Andrew Clinton, tsq, to enable him to 
provide coals and candles tor the use of the 
forces that are or may be in the barracks at 
Plymouth dock .- - 500 o o 

To ditto, in full satisfaftion 
of the like sum expended by - 
him in providing coals, candles 
and sundry utemijs for the use 

of • 



rAitffe.^ Br :e b Airr b ^bji ' 

ol the fe)PCCd quartered in the . . 
citadel of Plymouth tmd 6t« • 

Nicholas island, from a5th . 
1776. Dec, i774to24tfi June, I77ff^ 287 3- 5 
yan. 29. To ditto for coals, <*andLes, ' ' 

and sundry utensils for the ise . . . 

of the troops quartered in do. :. ^ 

from 24th June to 24th Dec » ', ^ 

177s " - -• *-- - •- >277 16 o 

1775. '.>r. — ^- 1064 

05. 27. To Geo. Blunt, esq. Ute agent- to gen- Choi- ... 
mondeley, deceased, for grass tnoney fbi' :^he ' 
6th reg. of dragoons in the -summer, 1775 ' 

ia6/>5 6 .; . 

Dec. 4. To lieut. gen. Carpaiter for 
ditto, for the 4th reg.- of dra- 
goons, in ditto summer - 132 12 6 

To gen. Mostyn for ditto, 
for the: ist reg. of dragoon 
guards, ditto summer - 292 13 6 

To Sir George Howard for • 
ditto for the. 7th reg. of dra- '^ 
goons, in ditto summer - - 165 a o 

To major gen. Burgoyne for 
ditto for the i6th reg. of dra- 
goons, in ditto summer - 126 5 o 

To major gen. Fitzroyfor 
ditto for the 3d reg. of dra- 
goons, in ditto sommer - 2x3 14 4^ 

To the earl of Pembroke 
for ditto for the ist reg. of ^ 

dragoons, in ditto summer - 126 5 o 

To major gen. Johnston for 

ditto for the nth reg, of dra^ 

1776. goons, in ditto summer - 38^ 14 3 

yan. 19. To the earl of Penmurc for 

ditto for the id reg. of dra- 

^775- goons, in ditto summer - 165 2 6 

0^. 27. To Sir John Mordaunt for 

ditto for the loth reg. of dra«» 

goons, in ditto summer - 126 ^ 
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, 24. To Jeremiah Mcars, esq. for 963 day^pay, > 

as storC'^keeper to fort Frederick in North 
America, from ist Jafit"r773 to :j8th Aug, 
1776 ■'•7 - : - 144 9 ^ . 

J I. To Sir David Lindsay, bart. 

for one year's pay, as aidrde*. .:. 

camp to His Majesty^ from • » 

7th Aug, 1772 to 6th Aug. - 

?773, both inclusive - " ^- 200 ^ o , . 

To ditt^ fw 363- days pay, 
^ditto-to ditto, from 7 th Aug* . ;/ ' 

1773 to 4th A^g, 1774, bodi V '. 
inclusive ., . „ >- 198. 18 il i .«» 

;/ 14, To eapt, Aiid. Frazer for 

J 77 days allowance, as com** ; • ;' 

missary for inspe£Ung the Cu- t, ' ♦■!' 

nette forts and batteries at - ' i • 

Dunkirk, from nth Odt. . . :_: 

1774 tb 5th April, 1775. *■ 26s,:lo a ; •:• ; 
4, To ditto for 188 days al- •, : . '.:.'.. . :. .; 

lowance, as ditto at ditto, i • " 

from 6th April to loth Oft. : . 

1775 •-..*— " 282 o o 
y 31. To Charles Gould, esq. for 

275 days pay of the late ma^. . \ ; \ > 

jor-gencral Bradstreet; as de- 
puty quarter master general in 
North America, from 25th 
Dec. 1773 to 25th Sept. 1774 137 xo o 

To Messrs, Cox and Mair 
for 183 days- pay of nine, ad- 
ditional surgeons mates to the 
5otb reg. of foot stationed in • 
Jamaica, from 25th June to • 
24th Dpc. 1774 - . '^ 278 10 6 

il 28. To lieut. col. Dalrymplc 
for 333 days pay, as major ge- 
neral with an aidrde-camp, du- 
, ring the expedition against:thc 
Charibbs, in the island of St. 
Vincent, from 26th May, 

t ^ 1772 to 23d April, 1773 - 83a 13 o 

^ 30. To major gener^ H^di* 
mand for 365 days pay, as 

major 



xnajV general in North^Aine* - ' j . 

rica, with ^ aid-de**caBipf 

from 25^*^ ^^^' 1 773 -to ^thi ^ . . 

Dec. 1774 - - * ^- 912 fo..p 

^//^. 3, To Messrs. Ross and Gray 

for the pay of nine additi6tal 

surgeons mates to the m bat-* 

talion of the 60th reg, of foot 

Jit Jamaica, from 25th Dec, . 

1773 to 24th Dec. 1774 . :553 ; 4 . i 
Z>ec.B^ To ditto for 182 days pay 

of nine additional surgeons 

mates to the: i:st batt. of the 

doth reg. of foot at Jamaica, 

from 25th Dec. 1774 to 24th 

June, 1775 - - • 277 o 7 

^u/y 26. To lieut. col. St. Leger.for 

146 days pay, as superintend- 

ant of the recruiting service, 

from 25th Dec. 1774 to 19th 

May, 1775 - - - 142 7 o 

'^^g' 30- To col. Charles Grey, for 

the difference between his 

half pay, as lieut. col. of the '. 

late 98th reg. of foot, and his 

pay as aid-de-camp to his Ma- 
jesty, for 562 days pay, from 

the I ith June, I773> to 24th 

Dec. 1774 - ' - - 69 2 o 

S^t, 28. To major generals, Evelyn, 

Preston and How, in consi- 
deration of their trouble and 

cxpences in reviewing the 

land forces, during the* year 

1775 - - - - .2737 10 o 

Nov. 17. To col. Will. Faucitt,-for 

93 days pay, as commissary 

for mustering and embarking 

a body of Hanoverian infantry 

sent to the garrisons of Gi- 
braltar and Minorca, from 2d 

Aug. 1775 to 2d Nov. fol- 
lowing - - - - 465 o o 
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tr. 28. To Keut.col. BcntkuiJiior /, w 
821 days pay, as conimiaacbnt 

ia the island of Jersejr,^oin - — . 
a5th- Dec. tj6p to 24th Mar. 

^6. 1772 - - • :- 821 00 . : 

k 15^ To col. Morrison, for pay \ 

of his two assistants, as ^uttr- 
ter master general, firom 25th 
Dec. 1774 to 24th Dec^ 1775 182 la o 
'27. To Ifent; Grant, for 365 

days allowance from loth* * " 

April, 1775, *^ 8th April, 

1776 • - - - 182 10 o 

To major Hayman Rooke, 
far 365 days allowance, as ma- 
jor to the late 98th -reg. of 
foot, from 25th Dec. 1774, to 
Dec. 1775 - - - 273 15 d 

To George Munro, esq. as 
commissary of stores in North \ '/ ■ 
Britain, for, 365 days> from 
ditto to diuo - - - 182 to O 

To lieut. col. Birch, for 
365 days allowance, in lieu 
of a troop of light dragoons, 
from ditto to ditto • - 282 I7 6 

To one year*s allowance to 
Jcim Campbell, esq. as si^)er^ 
intendant and inspector of In- 
dian afiairs in the province of . ^ 
. Qaebeck, from 2d Oft. 1774, 

to 2d Oft. 1775 - - 300 GO 

To Molineux Shuldam,^ 
esq. f<5r 35 days pay, as go- 
vernor of Newfoundland, &c. 
from 17th March to 20th 
April, 1775 - - - 52 10 o 

To Robert Duff, esq. for 
181 days pay, as governor of 
ditto, trom 21st April to 21st 
Oft. 1775 . „ - 276 o o 

■'- ■' 10049 13 9 
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Dec. 19. To George Johnstondj esq. in ^i^argeoE 
the balance of his account as giovernorof 
West Florida, between Sept. 1764 and Jim 

1775, J7^7 , - ^'- r 335^ M*^ 

-PV^ 24. To lieut. gen. Piersdtt, for ' 
59 drafts furnished to the 5oTh 
reg. on its arrival at Jamaica, 
from the 36th reg. of foot ' - - . 295 c o 

JUar. 31. To "W iUiam Rice, sin*veydr ' 

of the horse guards, to' be by /• 

him paid over to several arti- 
ficers, for work done by them 
in repairs, &c. at Whitehall, 
Tilt-yard, St. James's, Ken* ' 
sington, Somerset House^ 
Hampton Court, &c. be- 
tween 24th Dec. i7<J7i and 
25th Dec. 1771 - - 2255 9 6k 

JDec. 8. To ditto, to be by him paid 

^ over to ditto, for worjc done 

by them at ditto, between 25th 

Dec. 1773, and 25th Dec. 

1774 . - - ^ 1847 18 oj 

jlpril*]. To Jolin Trotter, eSq. for- 
hospital bedding and divers 
utensils, for the use of the ' 

forces in North Ameeica - 1308 6 o 
28. To ditto, for hospital bed- 
ding, for the use of the forces 
at Boston in North America €75 6 8 

Dec. 23. To ditto, for hospital bed- 
ding and ' divers utensils, • for 
the use of the forces in North 
America - - - 1870 17 4^ 

To ditto, for divers uten- 
sils, for the use of the fbrces in 

J 776. ditto - - - • - mi 7 10 

Jan. 29. To ditto, for hospital bed- 
ding, &c. for th^use of thie ^ 

1775. forces in ditto - - ^ 889^ 7 10 

JMifly 3. To Leonard Morse, in con- 
sideration of the expence he 
tath been put to, ' as well 

as 
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as the diSgence he hath used . ; 

in compiling a work, intitledj 

A list of all the officers of the 

armv, &c.^ - • " - 3^9 5 9 

To Robert Adair, esq. for > 
Ae hospital at Boston - - 285 21 
8. To ditto, for his contin- 
gent expences, as inspe£b>r ge- 
neral of regimental infirma- 
ries, from 25th Dec. 1774, to 
24th June, 1775 * ' J^S S 3 

%. To Whitwell Butler, esq. 
for the rent of a house at Se- 
negal for the use of the chief 
justice of the province of Se- 
negambia for one year, ended 
the 7th of Feb. 1775 • " 60 o o 

29^17. To Messrs. Cox and Mair 
Ross and Gray, and Meyrick, 
for sundry expences incurred 
in furnishing the recruit house^ 
belonging to the brig^e of 
foot guards^ with cosdLs, can- 
dles, &c. - - .. 298 o 3 

«f 12. To Kender Mason and Co. 
for the expence of repairing 
the fort of St. Mark Apala- 
che in East Florida - - 37 12 6 

To John Ellis, esq. for the 
purchase and keeping up of a 
schooner for the province of 
West Florida, from ist Jan. 
1775, to 1st Jan. 1776 - - 315 o o 

hf 2ln To John Blackbume, mer- 
chant, for viftualling and 
maintaining four vessels, em-* 
ployed on the lakes Cham- 
plain, Ontario, Erie and Hu- 
ron, in North America, from 
loth Nov. 1774, to loth 
^y> ^775 • - - 1600 o O 
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yuly26. To John WeathcrheajJ, for 

a sum of money disbursed by 

him in becoming special bail|' 

in the year 1767, to Lieut* 

Benjamin Roberts, in an ac* ;. 

tion brought against the said 

Roberts for the value ofiome 

rum which he had seized at 

the port of Michillimakinacy, 

in North America - -5a o a 
To Gilbert Stanton, for the . 

hire of a sloop for the purpose 

of carrying dispatches from 

Senegal to London -. *. 150 ^o o 
^ To Liqit. CoL Leger, for. . 

his contingent disbursements 

as superintendant of the re- 
cruiting service, from 25th 

Dec.i774,to24th June, 1775 97 10 4 
To CoL Morrison, for his 

contingent disbursements as 

quarter master general, froni 
1776. ditto to ditto - - - 303 10 O 
Jan. 8. To, di^o, for his ditto, as 

ditto, from 25th June to 24th 
1775. Dec. 1775 - ' 30^ 10 o 

jii^g. ij. To "William Brummell, esq. 

on account of expences incur- 
red at the examination of Cnel- 

sea pensioners in different parts 

of Ireland - - - 245 i if 

To George Carleton, for 

expences incurred by him in 

the embarkation and disem* 

barkation of the troops at 

Cork in May, 1775 - - 410 10 9 
Siptm 6. To John Campbell, esq. for 

wages, provisions,and expences 

of a scout boat employed in 

South Carolina, from a^th 

May, 1774, to 27th May, 

^ ^775 ^- - -, 357 15 8 

OSf. 24. To Jacob Wilkinson, c^q. 

agent 
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agent to lieut. col. Tteynj V • 
govertior of East Florida^ (or 
die purchasing and keeping up ' 
of a schooner for the sarvic€ 
of the said province, from 29 A • 
Aug. 1775, to 2pth Aug. i'776 417 /5 O ' 
» 4* To Messrs. Ross and Grayt ' 
for the cxpence of viflxKlllingf » 
transporting, bedding, &c. of . - - 

1700 recruits for the 60th reg.' 
of foot, by way of imprest ami 
upon account - - : 11560^ O O: 

14. To John Champion, for the 

hire of a schooner at Sencgam- ^ 

bia in Africa - - ' • 70 o ' 6. 

• ._ . ■ . , ■ 

r . 

\ 20. To lord Blayney, to Teimbursc the non- 
commissioned oflSicers and private men of the 
38th reg. of foot, the stoppages made for the 
surgeon and pay-masterV allowance ftotxx the 
25th June to 24th Dec. 1774 57 o i 

'31. To 'Messrs. Cox and Mair, '■ 

for ditto of sundry regiments 
of foot, from ditto to ditto 805 79 

26. To Messrs. Roberts, for dit^- 
to of the 38th reg. from ■25th 
Dec. 1774 to 24th June, 1775 57 o 8 

.3. To John Winter, esq. for 
ditto for sundry regiments of 
foot, from ditto to ditto, and 
for the allowance of bread- 
money for the nth reg. of 
foot to 25th April, 1775 . - 321 7 7 

To Messrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, for paymasters and sur- 
geons allowimces to sundry 
regiments of foot, from 25th 
Dec. 1774, to 24th June, 1775 170 I -O 

To James Meyrick, for dit- 
to of sundry regiments of foot, 
from ditto to ditto - - 5 j(S 9 O 

To Edward Bishop, esq. 
for 



1775. -V 

for ditto of the 5th and 29A 
reg. of foot» and- for; bread ito 
the 29th regvfroxa ditto to dkto 40X 3 it 

To Edviund Annstrong» 
esq. for ditto of the eigth and . . : 

3 2d reg. of foot, and for bread 
^ to the 3 2d, from ditto toxfittp . .403 ..5 5 

To Ad^pi, Wood esq. for - 
ditto of the 31st regl of foot, 
from ditto to ditto, and for 
bread money for the said regi* 
ment, from 3 ist Dca 1 774, to 
3oJune, ^775 - - - 295 15 3 
Jt4y ^5* r TorMessrs.. Ross and Gray, 
to reimburse the non-com^ 
mbsion officers and private 
men of sundry regiments of 
foot, the stoppages made for 
the surgeons and paymasters 
allowance, from 25th Dec. 
1774 to 24th June, 1775 ^94 117 

OB^ I7« To Messrs Cox and Mair, 
for ditto of sundry regiments 
of foot, from ditto to cUtto 75 » * * 4 
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Maf 13. To Messis. Gox anfl Mair, for his Mqe^s 
allowance towards the increased . price of 
bread to the 36th reg. of foot, stationed at 
Dover castle, and a detachment of the 14th 
reg. of foot stationed at Archclifie fort, from 
25th June to 24th Dec. 1774 295 \6 vx 

Aug. 3. To Lord Adam Gordon, for 
ditto to the 66th reg. of foot 
at Eduiburglv castle, from. 8th . . 

Dec. 1774, to 2 1st June,. 1775 275 la 5 

ZepU 28. To ditto, for ditto to ditto 
reg. at ditto, from 22d June to 
5th Sept. 1775 - • v%X 13 .6 

Oa. 27- To Messrs. Cox and Mair, 

for ditto t9^the 36th.reg. and , - - 

a detachment 6f the 1 4th,rcg« 

offoot stationed at Dover cai^le 323 i a 
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31, To major gen. Preston, for providing 
horse furniture and accoutrements (ot the ad«* 
ditional seqeants and private men to the i 7th 
rtg. of dragoons - • 630 9 o 

K 13. To major gen. Burgdync, 
finr ditto for the additional pri-- 
vatemen to dicf'x6th reg. of 
dragoons - - • ^15 46 

. 4* To lieut. gen, Elliot for 
ditto for the additional ser- 
geants, corporals and private 
men to the 15th reg. of dra- 
goons - * - " - 525 7 8 

31. To lieut. gen. Lambton, to replace sun«< 
dry accoutrements and other appointments 
lost by the 68th reg. of foot, upon the reduc- 
tion of the Charite at St. Vmcents, in the 
year 1772 - - *• 180 S3 

.23. To James Meyrick, esq. to 
be paid over to sundry officers ' 
of the 46th reg. of foot, for 
losses sustained by them on 
board the transportS|fdrcedinto 
Sifilford Haven by the storm on 

6. the 19th and 2othOa. 1775 '35 ^7 

I. 8. To major gen. Carleton, to 
replace sunc&v accoutrements 
and clothing oelonging to the 
49 th reg. of foot, consumed by 
fire at Boston, ih North Ame- 
rica, on 17th May 1775 315 ig j 

To Messrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, to reimburse the losses 
sustained by the non-commis- - 
sion officers and private men 
of ditto regiment, whose ne- 
cessaries wereconsumedby fire 
at ditto on the' i7th of May 

1775 , - - - - 140 c c 

To lieut. gen. Urmston, to 
replace accoutrements, &c. of . 
the65th r^.of foot, consumed 

by 
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1775. ' £. .^, 

by fire at Boston in North 
America, OH 17th May, 1775 477 43 

1775- . ^ 1249 ^ 

May 10. To lord Adam Gordon, in lieu of 51 days 
off-reckonings for the additional of the 
6(Jth reg. of foot, that the assignmentfor the 
said additionals may not be carHdPfiuther 
than the cth July, 1776, inclusive, being the 
period of the assignment for their former 
numbers 75 3 4 * 

To lieut. gen. Lambton, in 
lieu of 5 1 days pay for the ditto 
to the 68th reg. of foot 75 . 3 4 

To lieut. gen. Trapaud, in 
lieu of 5 1 days ditto for the / 

ditto to the 70th ditto 75 3 4 

To Sir James Adolphus 
Oughton, in lieu of 51 days 
ditto for the ditto to the 31st 
ditto 75 3 4 

To lieut. gen. Pierson, in 
lieu of 51 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 36th ditto 7534 

To major gen. Evdyn, in 
lieu of 92 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 29th ditto , 135 1 1 18 

To col. Robinson, in lieu of 
5 1 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 32d ditto 75 3 4 

To major gen. Mackay, m 
lieu of 51 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 2 1st ditto 75 3 4 

To col. Maxwell, in lieu of 

.51 days ditto for the ditto to 

the 67th ditto 75 3 4 

on. 23. To lieut. gen. Armstrong, 

in lieu of 293 days ditto for 

the ditto to the 8th ditto 729 I I 

To lieut. gen. Hpdgson, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 4th ditto 729 I I 

To major gen. Carleton, in 
Vol. III. K 
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lieu of 293 days ditto for the 

ditto to thef47th ditto ^29 ,i t 

To licut, gen. Monckton, 
in lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 17th ditto 880 16 9 

To major gen. Howe, in lieu 
of 293 ditto>lir the ditto to 
the 23d ditto , 729 I 

To major gen. Erie, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 28th ditto 729 I 

To major gen. Pomeroy, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 64th ditto 729 i 

To lieut. gen. Haviland, in , 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 45th ditto 729 i . 

To col. Massey, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 27th dkto ' 729 I 

To lord Blaney, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 38th ditto ■ ^ 729 I 

To earl Percy, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 5th ditto • 729 I 

. To lord Robert Bertie, in 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 7th ditto 889 16 

To major gen. Scott, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the.^6th ditto 729 i 

To major gen. Campbell, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 35th ditto 729 l 

To Sir Eyre Coote, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
tp the 37th ditto 729 I 

To major gen Maitland, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 49th ditto 729 I 

To the earl of Cavan, in 
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lieu of 293 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 55th ditto ^2p i 1 

To col. Pigxjt, in lieu, of 293 
diys ditto for the ditto to the 
15th ditto 729 I t 

To Sir Will. Bootliby, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 6th ditto ^ 729 I 1 

To lieut. gen. Sandfbrd, m 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the loth ditto 880 16 9 

To lieut. gen. Keppel» in 
lieu of 354. days ditto for the 
ditto to the 14th ditto 880 16 9 

To major gen. Gisborne, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 1 6th ditto 729 i t 

To lieut. gen. Gage, in lieu 
of 354 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 22d ditto 880 16' 9 

To Sir Robert Hamilton, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 40th ditto 729 1 t 

To ^leut. gen. Gary, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the diito 
to the 43d ditto 7^9 

To geni Abercromby, in .. r 

lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 44th ditto 7i9 ^ I 

To lieut geii. Clavering, in . - 

lieu of 293 days ditto for the. ^ 

ditto to the 5 2d ditto 7^9 ^ 

To major gen. Grant, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto fof the 
ditto to the 63 d ditto 7*29' Ir, 

0&. 27. To lieut. gen. Urmstpn, in '^' 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 65.th ditto 720 X . 

To col. Vaughan, in lifeu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 46th ditto 7^9" 1 

^^t;. 24. To lord John Murray, in 

K2 
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licu of 231 days ditto for ffie 
ditto to the*42d ditto ^ ii^f'ti 8 

To ditto, in lieu of "i^il days 
ditto for tKe ditto to diftd r6g. 49^ 15 3 
bv. 28. To Sir Chdrl^ Montague, 
in lieu of 353 days dittd £bf 
the ditto to the 2d ditlto 520 5 8 

To tte duke df Argjle, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto tdf (ht 
ditto tq. the 1st ditto 85o ij o 

To Kcut. gch, Murray, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto fdf the 
ditto to the 13th ditto 430 7 6 

To f6rd Gedrgfe Lennox^ in 
lieu of 292 days ditto fof flic 
ditto to the 25th ditto 430 7 6 

/. To the fearl 0^ Eglintoune, * 
in lieu of 292 days ditto for 
the ditto to the {^ist diftd 436 7 6 

Det. 8. To ifeajoi* gen. Burgoyne, in 
lieu of 50 dayis ditto for the 
ditto to thi: i6th reg. 6f dra- 
goons 32 12 8 
15. To Sir Jeffery Anihefst, in 
lieu of 303 days ditto for the 
ditto t6 the 6cfth reg. of foot . 893 36 

To coL Barlow, in lieu of 
292 days ditto for the ditto to 
thedistditfo 430 7 6 

To major gen. Shefrard, iii 
lieu of 292 da^s ditto for the 
ditto t6 the 69th ditto ' 430 76 

23, To lieut. gen. Elliot, m * 

lieu of i56d^s,dittd for the 
ditto to the iyik reg. of dra- 
goons . i * 192 6 3 



far. 2^. . To lieui gcifc. Bosc^wen, for the like sum 
expended by him in prOTidihg divers camp 
necessaries for th,c 23d reg. of toot 

"^ I9(i 14 9 

To Ueut. gen. Owen, for 
ditto for the 59th ditto 196 14 9^ 
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""• 'to „.ior g». P«c«s 

for ditto for the 64th ditto f 96. fjf ^ 

j4f HI 12. To lord Blaney, for 4ittO 

for the 38th ditto I96 14 9 

To earl Percy, for ditto for 
the 5th ditto 196 .14 . 9 

jfay 31. To. !i«ut, gen. Hodgson, for 

ditto for the 4th ditto i86 J[8 Q 

To major gen. Carleton, for , 
ditto for the 47th ditto I:&6 li 9 

To iieotp gen. Sandford, for 
ditto for the loth foot j»6 18 Q 

To lieut. gen. Keppd^ £pr 
ditto, for the 14 th foot ,186 18 9 

To Sir John Sebright, for 
ditto, for the 1 8th foot i8<S 18 g 

To. Ueut. gen. Gag^ lor . 
ditto, for the 2 2d foot l^(J 18 Q 

To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
for ditto, for the 40th foot 18618 9i 

To lieut. gen. Gary, for 
ditto, for the 43 d foot i96 Ji8 ^ 

To gen. Abo-crombyj for 
ditto, for the 44th foot 1,86- xB id 

To lieut. gtn. Ciavering, jfcr 
ditto, for the 5 2d foot ..186 ::i,8 . .9 

Tq roajqr gen. Grant, for 
dittOjj for the 63d foot. ifl<S 48 .9 

To lieut. gen. Haviknje^ for 
ditto, for the 45th foot 186 18 9 

yune 23. To Lord Robert Bertie, ior 

ditto, fpr the 7th foot 186 18 o 

To major gen- C^impbell» 
for ditto, for the 35th foot i8(i 18 o 

To major gen. Maitland, for 
ditto, for the 49th foot 186 18 o 

Sept. II. To colonel Massey, for ditto, 

. for the 27th foot ja6 18 o 

July 26. To major gen. Preston, for 

ditto, for the 1 7th dragoons 486 12 6 

Sept. 28. To lieut. gen. MoncktoDi for 

ditto, for the 17th fool - . j96 li 9 
Kj 
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To col. Vaughan> for ditto> 
for the 46tb fo6t 186 18 o 

To major gen. Scott, for 
ditto, for the 26th foot 186 18 o 

To lieut. gen. Gage, for 
camp equipage, as commander 
in chief in North America 1000 00 

'. 23. To maj. gen: Erie, for camp 

necessaries for 28th foot 186.18 o 

r. 15. To earl Cornwallis, for ditto, 
776 for the J3d foot . 18^ 18 o 

n. 8. To major gen Carleton, for 
camp equipage, as commander 
in chief in th6 province of 
Quebec, &c. 1000 00 

To major gen. Howe, for 
ditto, as commander in'xhief in 
North America 1000 00 

77S _ ' ' ■ "^ ' ^395 4 3 

ne 23. To major gen. Preston, for 

has horses to the 17th reg. of 

dragoons ordered to North 

America 70 o a ' 

To the colonels of the 22d, • 

35th, 40th, 44th, 49th, and 

63d regiment* of foot, ordered * 

, to ditto '-• '^ ii 7/70 'o c 

'ug.2. Tothecoloridsof the I7th,^ 

27th, 28th, 46th, and 57th' 

regiments of foot few ba« ^* : \ * - - 

horses ordcrd to North Am^ i : : - : > . 

rica 550 o o 

?. 27. To the colonels of the IJtib^- . r. . , 

37th, 53d, 54th, and ■57th- 

regiments of foot for dkto, : * -V.v . 

ordered to ditto 550 00 

>«•. 8. To major gen. BurgoyHe, for > ;^ 

ditto, to the 1 6th reg. of dra- 
776. goons, ordered to ditto . • * 70 00 ' 

Qn, 9. To the calon^k of the 3d, ^ 

9th, nth, 20th, 24th,' 29th, 

33^> 34ttj and 62d reg.* of • . - 

foot 
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foot, for ditt6, ordered to 1 

ditto ^ .. - 990 o o 

1775- " ' 

Jane 23, To maj. gen, Preston, for 

baggage horses to the 17th 
reg. of dragoons, ordered to 
ditto - - - - 180 o 9 

To the colonels of the. azd, 
35th, 40th, 44th, 45th, 49th, 
and 63d reg. of foot, for ditto, . . 
ordered to ditto '- - 1251 5 o 
^ug. 2. To the colonels of the 17th, 
27th,28th,46th, and55threg. 
offoot, fordo, ordered to d.Q, 893 150 
on, 27. Tothc colonels pf the 15th, 
3 7tH, 55^* S4tlij and 5 7th reg. 
of foot, for do. ordered to do* 893 150 
Dec. i^. To maj. gen. Burgojme, for 
ditto, to the i6th r?g. of dra- 
1776. goons, ordered to dittp - igo o. o 
Jan, 9. To the colonels of the 3d, 
9th, nth, 20th, 24th, 29th» 
33<ii 34tHf and 62d rcig. of 
foot, for ditto, ordered to 
4itto • • - - i(So8 15 o 

1775. '^^ ~ 5007 xo 

Mar. 20. To Adan^ Wood, esq. for 100 days fq-^ 
rage to the 31^$^ rcg« pf foQl:, in (rqnsideratioq 
of their having been employed during the 
year 1773, pp ?m expedition against the Cha- 
ribbs, in the island of St. Vincent 

120 o o 
To Edmund Armstrong, 
esq. for 100 days ditto, to 
tiie 3 2d rc^. employed on ditto 
expedition. - r - 97 10 o 

To Messrs. Ross and Gray, . 
for 100 days ditto, to the 6th 
and 60th reg. of foot, employ- 
ed on ditto expedition - 7j6$ 00 

To Messrs. Meyrick, for. 
190 day!| ditto, to t|ie 68^ ^ 
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31. To major gen. Prestoiif for providing 
horse furniture and accoutrements (or the zd** 
^tional seijeants and priyate men to the 1 7th 
reg. of dragoons - • . 630 9 o 

?• 13. To major gen, Burgdynej 
for ditto for the additional pri*- 
vate men to tibcTxdth reg, of 
dragoons - - - ^15 4 " ^ 

r. 4« To lieut. gen. Elliot for 
ditto for the additional ser- 
geants^ corporals and private 
men to the 15th reg. of dra- 
goons - - - - 525 7 « 

■■I 1*11 

31. To lieut. gen. Lambton, to replace 9un<^ 
dry accoutrements and other appointments 
lost by the 68th reg. of foot, upon the reduc- 
tion of the Charibs at St. Vmcents, in the 
year 1772 - - *• 180 83 

'. 23. To James Meyrick, esq. to 
be paid ova: to sundry officers ' 
of the 46th reg. of foot, for 
losses sustained by them on 
board the transportsifdrcedinto 
Milford Haven by the storm on 

6. the 19th and 2oth Oa. 1775 '35 ^7 
8. To major gen. Carleton, to 
replace sunc&v accoutrements 
and clothine oelonging to the 
49th reg. offoot, consumed by 
fire at Boston, iti North Ame- 
rica, on 17th May 1775 315 ig g 

To Messrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, to reimburse the losses 
sustained by the non-commis- 
sion officers and private men 
of ditto regiment, whose ne- 
cessaries wereconsumedby fire 
at ditto on the 17th of May 
1775 - - - . 140 o o 

To lieut. gen. Urmston, to 
replace accoutrements, &c. of 
the 65 th reg.of foot; consumed 
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by £re at Boston in North 
America, OH 17th May, 1775 477 43 

1775. . ^ 1249 i^ 

May 10, To lord Adam Gordon, in lieu of 51 days 
off-reckonings for the additional of the 
66th reg. of foot, tha^ the assignment for the 
said additional may not be carriel^Arther 
than the cth July, 1776, inclusive, being the 
period of the assignment for thdr former 
numbers 7S 3 4 ' 

To lieut. gen, Lambton, in 
lieu of 5 1 days pay for the ditto 
to the 68th reg. of foot 75 . 3 4 

To lieut. gen. Trapaud, in * 
lieu of 5 1 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 70th ditto 75 3 4 

To Sir James Adolphus 
Oughton, in lieu of 5 1 days 
ditto for the ditto to the 31st 
ditto ^ 75 3 4 

To lieut, gen. Pierson, in 
lieu of 51 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 36th ditto 75 3 4 

To major gen. Evelyn, in 
IIcu of 92 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 29th ditto 135 1 1 18 

To col. Robinson, in lieu of 
51 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 3 2d ditto 75 3 4 

To major gen, Mackay, in 
lieu of 5 1 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 2 1 St ditto 75 3 4 

To col. Maxwell, in lieu of 
51 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 67th ditto 75 3 4 

O^. 23. To lieut. gen. Armstrong, 
in lieu of 293 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 8th ditto 729 \ I 

To lieut. gen. H.odgson, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 4th ditto 729 I I 

To major gen. Carleton, in 
Vol. III. K 
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lieu of 293 days ditto for the ' 

ditto to tha47th ditto 729 j t 

To Ucut, gen. Monckton, 
in lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 17th ditto 880 16 p 

To major gen. Howe, in lieu 
of 293 ditto *li|r the ditto to 
the 23d ditto 7,29 I 

To major gen, Erie, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 28th ditto 7^9 i 

To major gen. Pomeroy, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 64th ditto 7^9 ^ 

To lieut. gen. Haviland, in , 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the • 
ditto to the 45th ditto 729 i . 

To col. Massey, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 27th dkto ^ 729 I 

To lord Blanev, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 38U1 ditto ' 729 I 

To earl Percy, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 5th ditto • 729 I 

. To lord Robert Bertie, in 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 7th ditto 889 16 

To major gen. Scott, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the cj6th ditto 729 i 

To major gen. Campbell, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 35th ditto 729 i 

To Sir Eyre Coote, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 37th ditto 729 1 

To major gen Maitland, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 49th ditto 7^9 I 

To the earl of Cavan, in 
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lieu of 293 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 55th ditto 729 I 1. 

To col. Pigxjt, in lieu, of 293 
diys ditto for the ditto to the 
15th ditto 729 I t 

To Sir Will. Boothby, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the ^ 

ditto to the 6th ditto ^ 729 I 1 

To lieut. gen. Sandford, in 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the loth ditto 880 16 9 

To lieut. gen. Keppel, in 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 14th ditto 880 16 9 

To major gen. Gisborne, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 1 6th ditto 729 I t 

To lieut. gen. Gage, in lieu 
of 354 days ditto for the ditto 
to the !22d ditto 880 16' 9 

To Sir Robert Hamilton, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 40th ditto 729 1 t 

To ^leut. gen. Gary, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the diito . - 

to the 43d ditto 7^9 . 1 

To geni Abercromby, in ,. .'. 

lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 44th ditto 7i9 ^ i . i 

To lieut gen. Clavering, in ro' 

lieu of 293 days ditto for the. '■ 

ditto to the 52d ditto 729 , I . ^ 

To major gen. Grant, in ^ ' 

lieu of 293 days ditto fof the .... 

ditto to the 63 d ditto 7':^ ' ih i 

0^9^.27. To lieut. gen. Urmstpn, in -;.t .. . 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 65.th ditto 'J2jf } ^ I 

To col. Vaughan, ih libu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to •.'..,'[' 
the 46th ditto '7^9' 1 I 

Nov. 24. To lord John Murray, in 
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lieu of 231 days ditto' for ffie 

ditto to* the 42i<fitto iii*);t$ 8 

To ditto, in lieu of "i^ cfajfs 
ditto for tKe ditto to cftftd ttg. 49^ 15 3 
w« 28. To iSir Chstrl^ Montague, 
in lieu of 353 days dittd kit 
the ditto to the 2d difto 520 5 8 

To ttie duK6 df Argjle, in 
lieu of 292 days dittd tdf tlie 
ditto tq. the ist ditto B60 15 o 

To Keut. gen, Murray, in 
lieu of 292 days dittd fo¥ the 
ditto to the J 3th dittd 43 o 7 ^ 

To fdrd Gedrjg6 Lennox^ in 
lieu of 292 d^ys dittd fof die 
ditto to the 25th dittd 430 7 6 

/. To the Earl 0^ Eglintoune, ' 
in lieu of 292 days dittd fdr 
the ditto to the 5^ist diftd 436 7 6 

Det. 8. To liSiajoi* gen. Burgoyne, in 
lieu of 50 days dittd for the 
ditto to axp i6tl> reg. df dra- 
goons ^ 32128 
15, To Sir Jeffcry Aniherst, iii 
lieu of 303 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 6cS:hreg. of foot 893 3 6 
^ To coL Barlow, in lieu of 
292 days ditto for the dittd to 
the 6ist dftfo 430 7 6 

To major gen, Shefrard, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto for the 
ditto td the 69S1 ditto. ' 430 7 6 

23. To Keut. gen. i^lliot; in 
lieu of 156 daj^s^dittd for" the 
ditto to tHe fjth reg. of dra^ 
goons . y ip2 6 3 
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(ar.^i* ^ T^o lieut g^. Bosca^wen, for the like sum 
expended by him in providing differs camp 
necessaries for thie 23d feg. of toot 

I9(i 14 9 
To lieut. gen. Owen, for 
ditto for the 59th ditto 196 14 9^ 

To 
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To major gen. Fqmtxcj^ 
for ditto for the 64th ditto f 96. i4f ^ 

j4pril^ 12. To lord Blaney, for ditto 

for the 3 Stli ditto 196 14 9 

To carl Percy, for cUtto for 
the 5th ditto • 196 -.14 . 9 

May 31. To, lieut. gea^ Hodgson, for 

ditto for the 4th ditto i86 J[8 Q 

To major geo. Carleton, for 
ditto for the 47th ditto 1&6 H 9 

To iicut. gen. Sandford, for 
ditto for the I oth foot 186 1 8 Q 

To lieut, gen. Keppd, for 
ditto, for the 14th foot ^186 18 9 

To Sir John Sebright, for 
ditto, for the 1 8th foot i8<S 18 g 

To. lieut. gen. Gage, lor . 
ditto, for the 2 2d foot i?(J 18 O 

To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
for dittOi for the 40th foot 1S6 18 9 

^ To lieut, gen, Caiy> for 
ditto, for the 43 d foot i96 Ji8 ^ 

To gen. Abexcromby, for 
ditto, for the 44th foot 186 SS id 

To lieut. gen. Ckvexiiig, far 
ditto, for the 5 2d foot .186 ,:i8 .0 

To roajor gen. Grant, for 
dittOj^ for the 63d foot ifl<S 48 .0 

To lieut. gen. Havifanjt^ for 
ditto, for the 45th foot 186 18 Q 

yune 23. To Lord Robert Beiftie, /or 

ditto, for the 7th foot 186 18 o 

To major gen, Cpimpbell, 
for ditto, for the 35 th foot i8(i 18 o 

■ To major gen. Maitland, for 
ditto, for the 4pth foot 186 18 o 

Sept. II. To colonel Massey, for ditt<b 

. for the 27th foot jg6 18 o 

July 26. To major g^. Preston, fw 

ditto, for the 1 7th diagoons 486 12 6 

Sept. 28. To lieut. gen. Monckton, for 

ditto, for the 17th fool - . » j96 li p 
Kj 
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cept the land-tax, all other duties and taxes stood upon an 
equal footing in bottx countries ; and He presumed, were pro* 
portioned to the abilities of those on whom they were raised. 
As to the land-tax, it was fixed by solemn and national com-^ 
paft at the treaty of union. 

Lord yohn Cavendish. If a militia for Scotland be at all ne- 
.cessary, it should be only on the condition of Scotland bearing 
the additional expence, and laying that burthen on her own 
hndsj which were very low taxed, and not pay it out of the 
customs and excises, the produce of which was already ap- 
propriated. The militia was a force raised by the land- 
owners to defend their property; the expence was borne by 
them, and dire6tty paid out of the land-tax. The proportion 
\iMuch Scotland bore of that tax was hardly worth mention- 
ing; one county in England paying more than the whole 
kingdom of Scotland. Besides, the share Scotland bore in 
national representation was not above the proportion of one 
to eleven; so that taking it in any light, either of taxation 
or representation, Scotland was entitled to no militia, unless * 
she accepted of that privilege, and took it with all its conse- 
quences; namely, defraying the whole expence, or submitting 
to pay such a proportion of the land-tax, as would entitle her 
to the favoiur she seemed so desirous of obtaining. 

Right hon. Sir Gilbert Elliot said, a well-ordered militia 
in Scotland would be the means of giving additional strength 
and security to the whole island;. and contended, if such a 
body of men had existed in the years 17 15 and 1745, those 
rebellions would have been crushed in the very commence- 
ment. It was the bad policy of tjiose times, that those who 
were ill afit<Eted to the government were provided with the 
means of disturbing the public tranquillity, while those who 
were dutiful and loyal subjedls, were left at their mercy, 
* naked and defenceless. The evil now no longer existed in 
one instance, and he hoped it would be likewise removed in 
the other. 

Mr. Burke, In his opinion, Scotland was neither properly 
taxed, nor fully represented ; nor until she was, could she be 
entitled to the favour now desired. The proportion between 
the numbers to be embodied in both kingdoms, was in a 
proportion of one to five, whereas Scotland did not pay 
above one-fortieth of the land-tax, the very specific tax out of 
which the money for the pay and cloathing the militia was to 
be drawn. He therefore could not possibly conceive how the 
people of that country could come to Parliament, and ex- 
pert 
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peft that a Scotch militia^ at least five-sixths of the expence 
to be incurred by such an establishment, must be paid by En- 
glish land-owners. It was an absurdity on the very face of 
it ; it was direftly repugnant to the first principles on which 
a national militia was formed or paid. He had other ob- 
jeAions against the bill : one was, that it threw more po\ver 
into the hands of the crown than had hitherto been thought 
consistent with public liberty. In king William's time, 
when one half of the kingdom were attached to their exiled 
prince, and when one of the most powerful and ambitious 
monarchs that ever sat on the French throne, or any throne 
in Europe for several centuries, and who besides had a per- 
sonal enmity to our new-elefted king, even in such a critical 
season as that, 7000 standing forces were thought fully 
sufiicient to protc^l this kingdom against all its open foes 
and secret enemies; and will any man, who wishes to be 
believed, pretend to tell us, that a standing force of five 
tunes the number, in times of profound peace, and an En- 
glish militia of 32,000 men, are not, when none of those 
causes exist, fully adequate to every purpose of preserving 
domestic tranquillity^ and of repelling any attempts of our 
foreign enemies ? 

Governor Johnstone allowed, that the land-tax paid by 
Scotland, bore no proportion to the proposed number to be 
embodied, but that was but one tax; for in every other 
respeft Scotland paid to the extent of her abilities; and 
though perhaps the other taxes did not rise in proportion .as 
they had done in England, that proved no more than that 
the former had not increased equally in riches with the lat- 
ter. He said there was a circumstance which* deserved con- 
sideration ; that was, that the greatest part of the landed in- 
come of Scotland was spent in England, therefore, in point 
of material benefit, the difference was very little to this 
country, whether that was taxed three-pence, or four shil- 
lings in the pound; for the inoney, the principal as well as 
part of the land-tax thus remitted, ultimately centered here. 
He observed too, that the present bill was in some resf^ecfts 
better than the Etiglish militia aft, because it contained a 
clause that no man should be permitted to serve twice as a 
substitute, which would be the means of training a much 
greater number of men to the use of arms. 

Sir Adam Fergusson disclaimed all partiality or local preju- 
dices. Said he did not take up the matter as a Scctv::hmaa, 
but as a Bribon, because he believed it would be a means of 

pro- 
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procuring a complete national defence. He was surprized to 
hear so moth said about the disproportion of the revenue of 
Ais country, and that when a moment's impartial considera^ 
tion would point out, that a revenue could not be.raised in 
two places on the same siun. The greatest part of the land- 
ed income arising in Scotland was drawn out of it and spent 
htre* What matter then to this country, whether the money 
was collefted in Middlesex or in the shire of Edinburgh? If it 
made any difference, it was the convenience ofcoUefUngthe 
revenues on the spot. But besides the revenues acquired in 
this manner, hcLW were they encreased through the mediimi 
of our manufeftures? Nay, he had no doubt, if the amount 
of the revenue, on the English manufa£hn-es, sent to, and 
consumed in Scotland, were properly stated, it would exceed 
the whole of the revenue, arising from the consumjption of all - 
North- America. Loc^ at the labouring man's hat, it is Eng- 
lish. Look at his coat, it is English. His shoes, stockings^ 
and buckles are all English. Look again at the wives and 
daughters of every rank, from the duke to the peasant, and 
iheir gowns, ribbons, &c. are all English. He observed that 
several persons of rank, who held offices of great profit in Scot- 
land, resided constantly in England. Among others he alluded 
to a noble Lord in the House, [Lord Frederick Campbell] and 
a noble Duke in the other, [the Duke of Queensberry%] In 
short) as the treaty of Union had abolished the names of Eng- 
lishman and Scotchman, and united them in that of Briton, he 
wished that all local distindlions were forgotten, and thatincHvi- 
duals, copyingthe language ofthelegislature, would do the same. 

Mr. Byng opposed the commitment, chiefly on the ground 
of the expence. He was of opinion that no necessity at pre- 
sent existed fbr a militia in Scotland: and as there did not 
he thought it would be only incurring an expence to answer 
Ho solid or beneficial purpose whatever. 

Sir Cecil Wray said he had been always for a militia, as the 
only sure and safe constitutional defence; that he had afted 
under the law for sevieral years as deputy-lieutenant, and ex- 
perience had convinced him how well suited it was to effcft 
the purposes for which it was first established. 

Lord Frederick Camphll szid^ the honourable' Gentleman 
[Sir Adam Fergusson] he understood had alluded ^o him, as 
spending the money derived from his office in the country j ' 
but he begged leave to assure him, that for the last two years 
he had resided more in Scotland than in England; and it the 
honourable gentleman would repay him the money his office 
had cost him, he should have all the money he ever received, 

with 
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with all its emoluments, and the office itself into the bargain. 
He thought it thereficMre not fair to compare him to the nobk 
Duke, who had not so much as seen Scotland for several 
years. 

Mr. Turner^ againft militia^ in general, said they were the 
cause of idleness ^ and, in times of real dapger, would be of 
very little use. 

Mr. Pawys gave notice, that he would move a clause in 
ithe committee, to confine the Scotch-militia to that; part of 
the island. 

March 6 

The Lord Mayer [Mr. Sawbrldge] made his annual mo- 
tion, that leave be given to bring in a bill to shorten the du» 
ration of Parliaments. 

Mr. Turner seconded the motion. 

Mr. Alderman Bull. As I consider tlie question now be- 
fore us of infinite importance, I camiot content myself with 
giving it a silent vote. 

. The frequent instructions our constituents have given, tp 
.attempt in this instance a restoration of the constitution^ is. to 
me an additional recommendation of it. • 

The Livery pf Londo^i, Sir, are the most nuaierous body 
of electors in the kingdom ( and I can with confidence assert, 
that on this point the greateft unanimity prevails amongst 
them. In. this |:espe£t they are by no mcsga^ singular ; for if 
you refer to the opinions of all parties^ as delivered in an 
almost infinite number of instrudllons and recoquncndationt 
from the year 17 16, .when that violation of. the. people's 
rigiUts, the septennial adl, passed, to the present time, you 
will find, that the utmost dread and apprehension of the evil 
consequences of that aCt are expressed, accompanied with the 
most earnest recommendations to their representatives, to 
obtaui a repeal of it, that the people may be thereby reftor* 
ed to their antient right of frequently defting new Parlia^ 
ments. 

The concurring testimony of all sorts of men, on a great 
variety of occasions, it might reasonably be supposed, would 
obtain without difiliculty a point so important, to f heir inte« 
rests; and but for the experience of many years, it would be 
thought incredible, that the bulk of the people should thus 
earnestly solicit, and yet solicit in vain. 

Short Parliaments, Sir, are essential to the security of 
English liberty. 

Vol. Ill, L Power 
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• V6wf canriet revert too often to thbee to wliom itbelongs^ 
and the fti^e Sequent the ajppeal is miade to the pecffAti the 
«iore entire Will he their confidence in tl^ es^utive't>art8 of 
government. 

I consider the many cakrhttics v^kh'we tit pi^eiit labour 
lUider, as reMlting from long Parlisnelitis^' tmddr their 
Sanson and influence, corruption has been i^edliced to u 
jspi€m% stfid it "will be happy foi^ po^rity? ; if It doe» not 
«ventuaUy ^p the very founaatioHs-ol-bur once glorious co&^ 
stitution, and overwhelm it in irretrievable destru6yott. 

Bad ministers confide in long Parliaments^ and consider 
•fhem«sti^irgireat security. Hence' it as' the peopl^ aW iur- 
^ised and betpatyed, one Parliameilt suddenly dis^iolved, and 
another speedily elefted, and power thereby tflwilpst perpe- 
tuated. But for this security can it be ^suppoft^di th^t in our 
days we should hi^ve seen Mich undue exer^ofifcS of ministerial: 
•poweir, aa the people have coAiphrined of ? 

Should we have seen the glories of a successful' *wti* obscmu 
^ by a shftiheful and ignoiftinicrttt^peiCce ? The J;>rivileges of 
4he niembiers of thnOtioiiteAid^ifiaed, jn the'|>eF9eii;'of an ui;- 
dividual, to private resentihent; 'thfe 'rights - df the deftdvs 
-Yidl&ted; enOroMMis '^ums granted ''IrttKottt 'tB^kji and 
•without ^eecMiM'; Pc^pory establish^ uHder t Prcfttsstant go- 
/▼eirtHmentj and a long blafck cat^^e of other enoirmities? 
%kould'#e^ -dk*, liave had these thmgs to comi^lftin of, -biit 
^Ibr 'the kifliiehce of corru{Mion> an^IthJat enci*e^d and esta- 
^BliAed by Ibhg^arliaments r 

' ' I'Mffll Vehtflf e to say we aiodfl^ftot. . I vi^ill waly add, that 
^f webaye 'afty regard for tfie virtue of the pebpleij if we ^Irish 
H6 preserve iht constitution and ^aH-that i'dear to a -free 
Nation; ^if we respeft the opinickifs of a maiiifedt majority of 
%ur Constituents ; and if we have any regard to 'our own re- 
^|)utati6h as Independent men; sthd as uncOiitaminated by 
"ininiiterial influence,, we shall all give our mbst -hearty Amen 
to this question. 
- Sir George Tonge spoke in favour oif the rtiotion. 

There was no reply. 
* The qfuestion was called fdi*, and put. For the motion 64 ; 
-against it I g 8. 
" '• March.']. 

Examined evidence on Hindon ihc^padrtating Bill. Ad- 
^ jourucd it to the 19th. 

Mar^k 
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• March 8. 

Lord Barrington gave notice tl^at he should move the 
House on Monday next the i ith, " Tl^t a supply be granted 
to his Majesty for the extraordinaries of the army for the 
current year." 

Colonel Barre made several observations on the articles Of 
expence contained in the accounts of the extraordinari^ of 
the army in North-America. It appeared to him, from tb^ 
accounts of the extraordinaries for North America^ that the 
»um of 6oo,oool. was charged for the support of 6000 men in 
Boston only, which is at the rate of lool. per annum for 
every soldier; what then, he asked, must it. cost the nation^ 
if it be found necessary to employ 40,000 men on this fatal 
service, who are to be supplied with all the necessaries of hu- 
man life (water excepted) from this country? He added» 
that he could not return home to his constituents with a safe 
conscience^ without calling for a particular account of the 
expenditure of such a sum, to know in what the charge coi>» 
sists, so as to justify his voting the supply ou Monday next* 
JIc therefore begged leave to make the following motbn, 
•* That! there be laid before this House, copice of the ikiequiii;' 
tibns m^de by the commander in chief of his Majesty's forces 
in North America, on which the sums have beetfi advanced 
(which appear in the account of extraordinary services in- 
curred, and paid by the right honourable Richard Rigby» 
paymaster^eneral of his Majesty's forces, betn^een 43xe $^ 
ofiyiarch 1775, and the 31st of January 1776, and not pro- 
vided for by Parliament, to have been advanced) to Thomas 
Harley and flenry Drummoiid, esquires, to be by th^ ap- 
plied and invested in the purchasing Spanish >and Portugal 
coins^^ for the use and service of his Majesty's forces ill 
North-Ameri(;a, together with an account of the expeo^ 
diture thereof, as far as the same can be made up.'* r. 

Mr. D. Hartley seconded the motion. He spoke of the pro- 
priety of it, and expatiated upon the necessity, on many ac- 
counts, of going into the proposed enquiry. 

Lor4 North promised to lay before the House the requiai^ 
tions of the commander in chief, on which the warrants froH^ 
the Treasury were issued 5 but as ibr the accounts of the ex* 
penditures, he said they were not made out •, many of them 
w^e not arrived ; all the money issued was not expended ; it 
was necessary, in case of emergencies, that the commander in 
jchief should have sums in hand; consequently of these it was 
imyossible to give any accoimt till they were expended bj 
1 La him: 
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him J but such accounts of expenditures as were arrived 
sfiould be laid before the House. 

Sir Grey Cooper said, the requisitions of the commander in 
chief were the vouchers for the warrants of the Treasury. 

Mr. Cornwall explained the nature of those accounts, and 
the method of passing them. 

•o Colonel Bane said, in transactions of a private nature, he 
knew no gentleman to whose word or assurance he would 
sooner trust than the last honourable gentleman, but in af- 
fairs of public concern, in which he was not permitted to act 
in a discretionary manner, he could not accept of any thing 
but the most satisfaftory proofe; the papers must therefore 
be produced j or flatly refxised. 

. Mr. Rigby objd^ed to that part of the motion, requiring 
^counts of the. expenditure.- He said, they could not always 
beiiad; that he had not heard from the deputy pay-master 
infiiis department for many months,* and then he had a large 
40n>in hand unexpended; and consequently of which no par- 
ticular account could yet be laid before the House; 
.. On this ground, Mr. Cornwall rose again, and wishM 
Colonel Barre to withdraw that part of the motibh ; but Mr. 
Hartley strenuously insisted on it, as the reason for his having 
Seconded the whole. 

• '(Colonel Barre ^gam observed, that he insisted not?- so much 
on- the requisitions of the commander in chief, btit on the 
grounds of those requisitions, which might appear in his let- 
ters to the noble Lord at the head of th6 Treasury, or to ■ano- 
ther noble Lord, secretary of state for the colonies •,• that the 
fninistcr and his friends seemed to evade this ; there mi^ht be 
secrets, as Lord North had hinted, improper to* lay before 
Parliament; may be, he said, with a smile, ioo,oool. was 
gone among the members of the congress. At length his 
motion was agreed to, 

-- Adjourned to March nth. 

March nth. 
Lord Barrington moved, that a sum not exceeding 845 1'6$\, 
•f4s. 8^d, be granted towards defraying the extraordfaiary cx- 
pences of the land forces, and *btber services incurred, be- 
tween the pth of March 1775, and .31st of January 1776. 
*' Colonel jB^irr^ said, the annals of this country did not furnish 
another instance in which a nominal body of ,11,000 men 
(never amounting at any time within the period meJitioned 
in the resolution to above 8500 eflfedtive men) had cOst the 
Ration sq much money, 'i he campaign of BunkerVHill 

• J . . and 
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and Lexington was ludicronsly con^pared with the glorious 
caxn|xiigns of the immortal John Duke of Marlborough ; and 
the forcing the lines thrown up by a mob in the course of a 
summer's ni^lit, opposed to the viftories of Blenheim, Schd-» 
Icnburgh, the conquest of Gibraltar and Minorca, the tr*- 
versing the vast circuit of the kingdom of Spain by Lord 
Peterborough, and the renowned {repressions made by the 
Duke of Ormond at Vigo anti Port St. Mary. Mystic river 
was compared to the Danube ^ and the operations of a war 
that pervaded half Europe, and in which a Brijtish army and 
foreigners in British pay, amounting to 70,000 men, had 
rendered the power and glory of the British arms immortal^ 
was balanccvl against those carried on within a circuit of little 
more extent than what is taken up by the acite of this metro* 
polis. The expence of the former was shewn to amount to n 
sum not more than two millions, while the other, indudihg 
the expences of the fleet, cost nearly three millions, the very 
extraordinarics and ordnance service alone amounting t^ 
1,300,0001. He finished with an eulogium upon General 
Montgomery, the. account of whose death, in an attempt to- 
take Quebec by escalade, had arrived but a few days be* 
fore. 

Mr. Burke drew several comparisons between the viftories 
of Mr. Pitt and those of the noble Lord, [Lord North] and 
contended, that the campaign which gave the great conti- 
nent of North America to this country, though the force 
consisted of 40,000 men, fell considerably shprt of the ex- 
pence of maintaining 8000 wretched men, starved, dis- 
graced, and cooped up in the single town of Boston, He 
paid very high compliments to General Montgomery, who 
had conquered two^thirds of Canada in one campaign, 

Mr. Fox vied with Mr, Burke i|i hi3 eulogiym of General 
Montgomery. 

Lord North censured, what he called this unqualified li- 
berality of the praises bestowed on General Montgomery, by 
the gentlemen in opposition, because they were bestowed up» 
on a rebel 5 and said, he could not join in lamenting his death 
as a public loss. He admitted indeed, that hp was brave, ' 
he was able, he was humane, he was generous; but still he 
was only a brave, able, humane, and generous rebel $ and 
said, that the verse of the tragedy of Cato ?night be applied to 
him-—** Curse on his virtues^ thefve undone his country'* 

Mr.' Fo?f rose a second time, and said, the term 01 rebel ap- 
plied by the noble lord to that exceliept person, was no cer^ 

L 3 tain 
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laiii mark of disgrace, and therefore he was the less earnest to 
clear him of the imputation ; for that all the great asscrtors 
of liberty, the saviours of their country, the benefaftors of 
mankind, in all ages, had been called rebels ; that they even 
owed the constitution, which enabled them to sit in that 

house, to a rebellion,'^ Sunt hie etiam sua premia laudi, sunt 

lachryma rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt, 

'Lord North said, whatever uneasiness this dispute with 
America might occasion, whatever consequences it might* 
iavche hoped it would be recoUefted, he had not raised, had 
not disturbed the question. It was in agitation before he came 
into office. He found it there. 

Govcmo:f Johnstone expressed his astonishment at this de- 
claration, thus uttered in the face of his country ! in the fecic 
of the house ! Instanced the Tea Dufyy and 

Lord North (suddenly) said, should he answer that / ■ ■ ■■■ 
The tea duty was not laid on by him, he only carried it for- 
ward. 

I Governor Johnstone to explain, said, it was very disor- 
ierXj to interrupt him in that very abrupt manner. How- 
ever, he thought the noble lord's explanation or vindication 
of himself, made the matter ten times worse against him. 

The question beSng called for, the house divided ; for it, 
180, against it 57. 

March I2» 

Sir Charles Whiiworth reported the resolution of yesterday 
on the army extraordinaries. 

Mr. Hartley lamented the state of this oppressed and al- 
most ruined country. He observed, it was not that the war 
was unjust, cruel, and unnatural; that the country was left 
naked and defenceless ; that the expences were already enor- 
mous; that the fund which was appropriated for the purpose of 
reducing the public debts, as a security to our public creditors 
in case of deficiencies, and as a dernier resource in case pf an 
attack from our natural enemies, was already anticipated for 
many years to come; these matters, however terrible in their 
appearance, or dreadful in their consequences, were already 
known or foreseen: but it was the confidence with which 
ministers asked, and the ready compliance of Parliament to 
every requisition, without either examining the nature of the 
service for which the money was given, or afterwards en- 
quiring into the expenditure, that astonished him. Such, in 
a great measure, was the nature of the account of extraordi- 
naries now before them. He said, he should itbt enter Into 

7 a mi- 
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a xniimte exafnlzuttion. of tha several items which kad sweUe4 
that vexy extraordinary accoufU^ but he woulcl be obliged ts> 
the noble lord, £Lord Nortli] if he would now rise and give 
the explanation he deciliuid to give the other night in debate^ 
though often pressed. He knew how little attention any 
thing he o&red was entitled to from the noble lord and tht. 
j^ntlemen on that side the house. But how little soever he 
xnight deserve to be attended to on his own account, he hQpe4 
that . some degree -pf attention^ was due- to liim on such.aA 
occasion, in the character of a representative giving away the 
money of his . constituents* The matter he desired tp hayf 
cleared up, was the requisition made by the cpmmaiider 14 
chief for a hundred thousand pounds, and the q^edit tali^ex 
Sxx that sum without being accompanied by a sin^ vouch^ 
.( seepage 106 )» He observed, that there were vouchers for th^ 
rest, stating to whom the payments were made,; but not <>p^ 
of the a£hial. expenditure. Before he sat down, he begged 
-the noble lord would explain to the house the nature ot the 
transaction j at present it bore; a very strange appearance; 
He observed, that there wss a circumstance attending money 
matters now, that was, he believed, before never known or 
pradis^d, even by the noble lord ; that was, ministers refused 
to ventiire at a gross computation, what the expence of 
the exti*aordinarits of die succeeding Campaign would 
amount to. He had heard it dropped in debate, that they 
would rise this year to the monstrous sum of four millions. 
Terrible as these tidings were, he should be glad to know the 
worst; not to come day after day to that house, and hear some 
.new demand made, under a fresh pretence and another deno- 
mination, though all dire<Slcd to the same service. If, there- 
fore, the minister, as he must by this time know what his 
plan was, and the probable expences of carrying it into ex- 
ecution, would rise, and fairly and ingenuouslyi state the 
gross computation, the house would then know what they 
Had to expeft, what tliey were to grant on one side, and what 
they were to get in return on the Other, and of course be en- 
abled to balance |Jie certain expence against the probable or 
possible benefits promised to accrue from the measures now 
pursuing. 

Lord North said, if the honourable gentleman alluded to 

any ne^^ shewn to the proposition^ which he had submitted 

to the house, he was himself conscious of not deserving ^ny 

. part c^the imputation. He thought the honourable gentleman 

Lad adled a very commendable part) and presumed he was ac- 

L 4 tuat^d 
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tuated by the purest motives ; it was fulfilling his duty, and 
in that light he always received and treated any proposition 
which came from him. His -lordship observed, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman gave a credit and appellation to the paf- 
pcrs on the table which they did not deserve, for they were 
"*©t vouchers. The vouchers were yet to come, and would 
contain a precise and a£hial account of the expenditure,, and 
^hen the house would have a full opportimity to examii^ 
tiiem. As to the ioo,oooL drawn by the commander in chief, 
f<Mr which no account of any kind appeared, that could be ea- 
sily explained, for it was so much in advance to remain in his 
^nds, and for which he must be accountable, till he shews 
the partictilar services for which it was issued. The usual 
manner of conducing this business, was for the commander 
in chief to draw on the deputy paymaster-general; but it 
being found that it was much more advantageous * to remit 
than draw, that mode was discontinued, and the present 
adopted in its stead, as it would be a considerable saving 
to the public. He said, the honourable gentleman was mi»> 
taken in asserting, that the permitting the commander in 
chief to draw was never known, for it was always the case 
with respe£l to extrdordinaries. The very nature of the ex- 
pence, and the manner it was incurred, made it necessary. 
Jt was uncertain j a previous credit was necessary, and 
the amount could not be known, nor the balance struckf 
till the several articles were brought into account, accompa- 
nied by the proper vouchers ; that this had not been the case 
formerly in America, for as there were no extraordinariet 
till since the late war, by way of establishment, no previous 
credit of this kind consequently subsisted. 

Mr. Hartley did not seem satisfied with this explanation^ 
and recurred to his former observation, that it was a matter 
unprecedented in the annals of Parliament, to propose mea- 
sures to them for their consideration, without even offering to 
guess at the expence. He said, he did not mean, by any 
tiling that had fallen from him, to limit the commander in 
chief to any specific sum in the first instance, but only to 
have a faithful, accurate, and satisfactory account of the ex- 
penditure, to see that the money had been applied to the pur- 
poses for which it was granted. 

Mr. Dempster spoke of the consequences arising from the 
contrafts in general. He said, every country where such a 
system was permitted to prevail, must, in the end, be un- 
done 5 and he had little doubt that a very considerable part 

of 
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of th)C burthenis we now*, labour under have been incurred 
through the means of jobs and contraAors. He informed 
the house, that when he had the honour of being in the di- 
T€£tion of a certain great company, the eril was feltj and he 
and some other gentlemen in the direction determined to 
{MTOvide some me^ns of removing it. The court of diredots 
at length agreed to advertise the contraAs, and the conse- 
quences waS| that thej not only made a very considerable sav- 
ing, but tl;ie articles were much better than were furnished 
in this way than before the contrafbs were laid open. He re- 
commended this, or some other similar plan to the minister^ 
and assured him that very singular advantages would accrue 
therebv to the public, as the articles would be both cheaper, 
and ot superior quality. He concluded with observing, that 
jobbers aiMl contrauStors were at once the disgrace and curse of 
this country, a well-authenticated instance of which ha[v> 
pencd during the late war, of a person whose contraA 
amounted only to 1,300,0001. but whose nett profits were full 
8oo,oool. 

Sir Joseph Mawhey bestowed almost every opprobrious ejrf- 
thet in the English language on the American war. He said 
it wias cruel, unjust, villainous, and that he trusted God and 
man would unite in reprobating it. He was no less severe on 
its advisers and conductors. He observed, that the noble 
lord who lately presided in the department to which Ameri- 
can afiairs more peculiarly belonged, was too honest and con- 
scientious to persist in so bloody and inhuman a business. He 
abhorred the thought of embruing his hands in the blood of 
his innocent unoffending fellow-subjedts, and resigned his office 
sooner than co-operate in so flagitious a work. It is true, he 
was succeeded by a noble lord now sitting opposite, [Lord 
G. Germain] who, he presumed, imagined he was adting 
right, but whose schemes of unconditional submission,^ he 
hoped he would never be able to effe<5l. He observed, that 
the majorities who daily sanftioncd the present measures, 
would sorely repent of it; and he recommended to the couur 
try gentlemen to seriously refle6b on the consequences, when 
the additional shilling on the land would npt half defray the 
account of extraordinaries, which was at present the $ubje& 
of consideration.. If then such an enormous expence was in- 
curred for the maintenance of 6000 men confined in Boston, 
would any person rise and say, that the whole of six shillings 
in the pound, instead of four, would defray even the extraor»- 
dinaries of the army that was to be employed in the course of 

the 
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the ensuing campaign ? It was pfain it cotild not, for k wis 
already confessed, that the' exttaordinaries would amount to 
four millions, and a l^nd-ta:x of six shillings in the pound 
would be considerably short of • du-ee, perha^ not quite tW6 
and ft half, after allowing for the deficiencies. Where then 
are the isuppfies to come ^omi? You cannot devise a tsat thtt 
will not cause a de&lcation in some other. The excise and 
customs >ill not produce ^ single shilling -more 5 and if they 
should, ybur tradti mantifasftwcs, and commerce^ will be 
ruined, tf you attempt to lay on any new duties. He then 
addressed himself to. Lord Howe and General Burgoyne, and 
after giving testimony to their personal worth, expressed 
his astonishment that such men would be concerned in so iit- 
femous and diabolical a business-, and owned, that however 
he might esteem them as men, he wished that they<might 
not succeed ; but that the cause of justice, huinaiilty, fnee- 
dom, aiid the constitution, might prevail. He said, admini- 
stration might pride themsdves in their great majorities; but 
he trusted the day was not far off, when they would be 
brought to a just and severe account for the ruin ^lid" dc- 
stru£tion in which they were wantonly involving theit* cooni- 
try, irl order to accomplish a detestable plan of despotism. 

Governor Johnstone wa» very severe on contraas and con- 
traftors, particularly in relation to two articles in the ap- 
count paid to Mr. A. Bacon, for the hire of Negroes in tke 
ceded islands. This, he said, was a most shameful squan^ 
fjering of public money. He observed, likewise, on an arti- 
cle of 4000I. drawn by the superintendiant of Indian afiairSj 
upon the receiver-general of Canada. 

Sir Grey Cooper said, this was the usual mode* The wiljr 
difference it made, was, that instead of drawing on the trea- 
sury, ^diere the account was audited, and s^nt back with an 
order on the receiver-general 5 in the present insftance, the 
tnoney was drawn immediately from^the receiver-general, but 
the superintendant's account still open to inspection \ and he 
remained still subjeA to be made accountable for the ^xpen^- 
ditirre of any sums thus obtained. 

Lord North answered Governor Johnstone, respefting the 
Negro cqntraft. He said, this expence was incurred mostly 
in the ceded islands, and was near expiring, as the piii*poses 
for which the Negroes were employed, that of clearing the 
Crown lands, and opening communications from one part of 
the islands to the other, were nearly completed j conse- 
quently 
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qnehtly th&t would be no further occasion for them, and 
tjhis expcnce would cease. 

' Mr. Pownall (secretary to the board of trade) gave a 
Im^er explanation relative to the expence of the superinten- 
dant of 'Indian affairs. He said that presents were made to 
several: Indian tribes, to the six nations, and other western 
Indians ; that the articles of which those presents consisted, 
were usually purchased here 5 that he was the person who 
fbrmeriy provided them, but on account of the present situa- 
tion of affairs in America, it was thought more convenient to 
have them provided on the spot ; and that was the true cause 
of that article making its appearance in the account. The 
jnresents commonly consisted of glass beads, cutlery, &c. 

Mr. Vyner replied to the address made to the coimtry gen- 
tlemen, and said, as being included in that number, he was 
much obliged to the honourable gentleman [Sir Joseph Maw- 
bcyO for his advice ; but for his own part, though the land- 
tax next year should be six shillings in the pound, or dou- 
ble, that he was willing to contribute his share, as on a for- 
mer occasion ; for if the supremacy of this country was to be 
preserved fully in its constitutional extent, no means proper 
to effeft it, ought to be neglefted or left untried. As to the 
question, what did those gentlemen expeft in return ? He, for 
one, fairly and openly declared, that he expcfted America 
would be ];axed for the purpose of raising a revenue, both to 
defray the expences of a war this country was wantonly 
forced into in the assertion of her own rights, and towards 
relieving us of the burdens incurred by protcfting the colonies 
during the late war. He insisted besides, that the legislative 
power of this country, independent of the reasons now stated, 
could never be maintained, if the exercise. of it was not to be 
Coupled with a tax submitted to by America, as the clearest, 
acknowledgment of the general controlling and governmental 
'power of Great Britain. Before he sat down, he begged 
leave to be understood, that his complaisance and unlimited 
confidence, however willing he might be to grant money for 
Ae purjjose of carrying on the war, did not extend so far as 
€hc honourable gentleman who spoke first in this debate [Mr. 
Hardey] for -he would never consent to give a commander in 
chief, or any other officer, an unlimited right to draw or 
nake requisitions ; for though he was willing to contribute 
largely, he still reserved to himself the power of judging and 
controlling the expenditure and application of the money 
<hiis granted. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tuffndl spoke of several articles in the account •, so 
much for sour crout ; so much for small beer ; and several 
thousand pounds for pepper and vinegar alone. Such a waste 
of public money was to die last degree shameful ; and it was 
no way wonderful that the minister should have the great 
majorities he had, when he had it in his power, by so ^many 
different means, to influence the representatives of the pedple. 
He then took a view of the intended operations, and shewed, 
that nothing decisive could possibly be effedled in the course of 
jhe ensuing campaign, as the troops would not arrive at their 
respective places pf destination till at the end of two, four, 
and perhaps six months. That posts must be secured, and 
communications opened j and that consequently the expence 
of the present year would be lost, or at least only lay a- foun- 
dation for the operations of the succeeding. Then, taking 
the matter purely on the ground laid down by the promoter* 
of the present measures, it would amount, to this ; that after 
the expence of this campaign, which was already allowed to 
be ten, though he had strong reason to believe it would be 
fifteen mijlipns, we should commence opera tiohs in the year 
1777 etFe6luully \ and supposing the success predicted should 
be the case, and that no one possible event should happen 
either from without or within, to interrupt our designs, th;\t 
America should be reduced to the unconditional submission 
contended for by the noble Lord over the way, lately come 
into office [Lord G. Germain] the consequence would be, 
that we should incur a debt of between thirty and forty millions, 
a sum he prophesied, much more than ever we should be able 
to reimburse ourselves, by all tlie taxes we could ever expeft 
to draw from that country. He doubted much therefore, 
whether the honourable gentleman's [Mr. Vyner] thirteen 
shillings, or more, in tlie pound, would be sufficient to bear 
the expence of such an undertaking -, or if he wodld ever see 
a single shilling of the money he was no^v so ready to grant- 
for the pur}K)se of coercing America, r<?turn in any form 
whatever. ... 

Lord Irnham said, it was really shameful that gentlemen, 
members of that House, should have the contrafts that npw^^ 
appcarcil. He alluded in particular to that of the negroes^ 
tuid the sour crout. He wished sincerely, that the account 
was printed, {the render ivUlfind it in page 106] that the nationt 
might see how they were plundered and fleeced, in order to 
gratify and enrich a set of mercenary and rapacious contrac- 
tors, wlio were raising immense fortunes, drawn from the very 

vitals 
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vitals of the people; and that "he. was not surprised to hear a 
certain set of men, the preceding evening, express themselves 
so warm for coercive measures, and so eager to grant away 
the public money. He did not know by what appellation to 
describe them. They were hot country gentlemen, nor 
placemen, nor pensioners, nor kifig's friends; but they were 
worse than nil: they were at present tjie disgrace, and would 
in the end occasion the total ruin of this country. 

Mr. Burke said a few words respefting the caution express- 
ed by an honourable gentleman, who professed himself a 
country Gentleman^ and said he was surprised to hear him 
itdopt the very language ustd by the people of America; 
that is, we will grant you aids or supplies, biit we will re- 
serve to ourselves a controul oVcr the expenditure, aiid be the 
judges of the quantum to be granted, and the mode of appli- 
cation. Hfe believed^ therefore, the gentleman was very snug 
and secure in hiis offer of a thirteen shillings in the pound 
land-tax, oh this condition: for it amounted to just nothing; 
while he rcserVcd to himself the' power of refusing' it wheh- 
cv^lr ht thought proper. He said, as" by the curious items in 
the account, he imagined the army in Boston had a sufficient 
supply of broccoloes^ cabbages, sour-crout, and a few aqJa- 
ragUs, there was no occasion for keeping c^pen a' begging sub- 
scription for the purpose of procuring those necessaries, when 
the natidn had already made such ample provision. On this 
ground he should submit two resolutions to the consideration 
of the House, which would, he presumed, put this matter in a 
clear light. They were, 

** That it appears to the House, that the extraordinary 
exigences amounting to 845,1651. 14s. S^d. have been in- 
curred, for the far greater part, for services within the town 
of Boston. 

•* That it. appears to this House, that ample provision, has 
been made by the public for the accommodation and conifort 
of the troops in Boston, which made the levying any further 
money, or begging any from the subje^, on that pretence, 
unnecessary." They both passed in the negative, without a 
division. 

March 13. 
^ No debate. 

March 14. 

Order of the day, to go into a committee on the Scotch 
inilitia bill. 

Mr. Grenvtlle, He said that not having had an opportunity^ 
of delivering his sentiments on this bill, he would take this 

stage, 
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^tage, and move an instruAiqn which would at least obyiatc 
one of the: many obje£tions.}i^ had to it. That he could not 
help thinking it incumbent on its supporters to evince the three 
subsequent propositions j First, That the present situation of 
the kingdom required an extraordinary force of 6000 men, 
(the number, to be raised); Secondly, That this method to b^ 
adopted is the cheapest; and Thirdly, That Scotland is the 
placej where, from local circumstances, these tropps should be- 
raised; that as he could not agree to eitlier of those three pro- 
positions, he should certainly combat evt^ stage of the bill; 
and proceeded to shew the inexpediency ^f it on- those three 
groiipds. He condu4cd by stating the expence of the pro-.- 
pose^ corps;, the estimate of which for twenty-reight days t»e 
staxed to be 34,9701. and if qmboidied, the pay for thirteen 
months would be io4>44q1. to be paid, from a Jbndrtax pro- 
ducing at 4s. in the poundj 47,9541. is, ^^d,. In. answer ;tQ 
some assertions relative to thq xevenue qf gcotlan^, he begged 
leave to produce some original papers, by wbid^ he stated the 
gross revenue of that kingdom to be so p^duqed.by mismanage** 
meht of every kind, as to produce on the. aiV^rage. of ten y^ars^ 
the very' inconsideraWe . sum of 94)94sl. clear. . of the baropi^ 
warrants^ drawbacks, and charges pf management, of which 
sum theland paid 47,954]. the malt. 19,^^8.01. the customs ^nd 
excise i^>555l. the stamps, seizures, crown-rents, and other 
articles 14,156!. He next stated the demands even on thi^ 
trifling sum, before it could be. remitted to the Exphequerjj 
for the roads, fortifications, ordnance, staff and military esta-r 
blishment, all which were expences immediately incurred for 
that kingdom. He assiure^ tiie House, that so far frocp: un- 
dervaluing the Scotch revenue, he had in many instances even 
over*charged it, by taking it at the period at which it was the 
highest, and stating the land-tax (which was the principial 
article) at 4s. in the pound. He concluded by calling on -the 
justice, the honour, and the generosity of that kingdom, to 
/consent to a proposition which would not draw one shUiing 
from their country, and which (if the bill were to pass) would 
make the measiure less obnoxious, and less invidious to 
England. He moved, That it be an instnidlion to tl^g 
committee, that they do make provision in the said bill, for 
direding and enabling the' commissioners to be named under 
the said bill, to raise and levy, on their respective counties 
pr places, such sums as shall be sufficient to defray the ex- 
]xmces of the militia to be raised within the same, suchsess 
Sft levy to be made in,thc same manner, and in the same piro- 

portipnj 
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|tf)itkm, aathe land-tax ha&'U9Udlly been levied lA such (countf 
9r place. 

. . R^hfhonoux^aible T. Td^nshetifl s^onded th6 motioiv He 
«aid» the wonds.of the motioQ: contaja^ed almost every thing 
accessary to convince every persojB »wlio had coiisidcred the 
sabje£L If Scotland is to be putoa a footing with England^ 
y» jr^peiSl of constitutional defence why not t^e the institu* 
tion.with tU its consequences of pay, as well ^s -estaUishmentJ 
The English surdy would ^^sarve to be both pitied and con* 
tfiraticAy shouki they be such >dupes tocoaseiit tO so monstroiM 
aod unreasonable a proposition. -^ ' ji • 

Sir Adam Fergusson .iilsifitifd, that Scotland ?hafd as good % 
tight tc^lfaave her militia paid qh^:q£ the ta:nes» gs Ex^hunL 
That shctpays in proportion to :all .the burdens^ imth .this pai« 
of the island in every one paiti<pul2ir. but the landntax. That 
the duties^ -customs^ and excbes.coUeAed within 'Scotland, do 
net exhibit a true state of -wh&jtlthat country really contri- 
butes. That great quantities of gpods are taken by Scotland, 
andthd.iluties paid byit, though they are collected licre^ the 
Sccvtch 'being the consumers. fHe instanced the articles par* 
ticul^riy which: are imported into this metropolis from the 
£aait-]mies( hesides several other commodities> Such as gro« 
eeriest-cottons^ &c« On these' accounts, as wellas that a verjr 
tdttsidei^ble ^diare of the iwhtde landed property of : that coun* 
try was ^)ent-in this, he wats astcHaished hbvr any man couU 
aeriotis]r)r propose to tax 'them locally^ for the purpose of pay*** 
sng their own militia, when, they * had for so many years con* 
tributed 4:oward8 the pafymeot of ithe militia iin;thiis part of the 
kingdom,, thoiigh.partiaiiy deprived of such an establishment 
thcitiselias. '. ' 

Right ibpn^^Sh: Oi/iert'.£iliot' expressed his astonishment 
thftt gentlsraeh should think..of madcing their militia a pro^ 
^rinieisdafiair^ it was not int€!tided as apartial benefit to a pard* 
cukr .part of this, island, but as la.plaa of general utility, and a 
means of security to the nation' at large. He agreed to the 
faonouraUe gciitleman'i [Mr. Grenville] account crtf the Scotch 
revenue^ but contended, that great sums were spent in £ng« 
land? by Scotch gentlemen, whom he would call resident ab? 
jcntees, and by persons who resorted to London for amuse- 
ment or on business. He observed that great stress had 
been laid on the circumstance that Scotland did not con- 
tribute propcrtionably to the land-tax with England ; for hit 
|nrt he had no objection to tlie removing that impediment^ 
nor did he doubt, if an equal land-tax took place throughout 
every part of the united kingdom, that Scotland, instead of 

being 
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^ '. ^o>.i ^ such a regulation, would be a very considerate 
;cr. > 

>ir, f ;^.v.-iww/ replied, that the arguments of the right 
u .:v oi .ii>Mr i;tmleinan proved too much, or proved nothing ^ 
i*x: V i>rv>vcd that Ireland and America were taxed, because 
thcv *fH:n:hased certain commodities in this countrji nay, that 
every foreign nation in Europe, contributed to our bnrdenif^ 
because they are the consumers of some of our maQufaAures. 
In point of absenteeiB and residents, the same argument held 
good; for he knew no part of the dominions of the British 
crown from which there were not persons constantly residing 
in London and oth^r piaxts of England. He went further; 
he contended, that he did not know a bounty in England that 
miffht not vfgt the same plea with equal weight and plausi- 
bility. We^piy duties/ for we are the consumers.: Our gen^ 
tlemen of landed property are absent for nearly six Aionths 
in the year; the produce df their estates is spent in Middle- 
$ex, therefore as we do not pay any thing like a proportionable 
share of the land-tax, give us a militia, but do not oblige us 
to contribute to its support. He then spoke to the propriety 
of the measure, independent of its equity. . He insisted, that 
the militia wojild be better exercised, better di9ci{^ed, and 
in. every respeidl: more properly regulated, by making the 
tax local, as it would be a controid on the spot, and would 
thereby prevent those abuses which pass by unnoticed, when 
the support was to be drawn out of a genial fimd, in which 
no body of men could claim a-, distinfk property. He spoke 
of the Highland independent companies, and observed what 
little service they were of, for at onetime, when General 
Wade received them, they were found to be deficient at least 
one half, on which he reprimanded Lohl Lbvat, and com- 
plained to his lordship by message, how very incomplete his 
corps in particular happened to be; to which Lovat replied', 
That signifies very little, I can have 1200 men to turn out 
upon any service, wlienever I please. 

Lord North against the motion. He said he never enter- 
tained an idea that a local tax would be proposed instead of a 
national one. He was of opinion that the proposed national 
establishment would be an additional safeguard and security to 
the united kingdom, and as such should be taken up and sup- 
ported on the most liberal ground, and would answer every 
beneficial and salutary purpose of the English militia. 

Mr. Vyner said he was much puzzled before he came down, 
how to conduA himself, or whether to vote for or against 

tho 
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the bill, and confessed his obligations to the honorable geiv- 
tleman who framed the motion, for steering clear of tlie ob- 
jection, which presented itself on either hand, that of rejc^- 
ing the bill entirely, or agreeing to it upon terms that no man 
in his senses could possibly submit to or accept. 

Sir Walter Blacket and Mr. Tufihell spoke likewise in supj- 
pprt of the motion. 

The House divided ; for the motion 54, against it 57. 

The House went into the committee on the bill, and a clause 
being offered, that the eldest.son of a peer should be qualified 
to serve as an officer, without what is in other instances 
deemed a legal qualification, this produced a debate, and th« 
committee divided, ayes 41, noes 38. The main argument 
urged in favour of the clause was, that if it should be re- 
jected, it would at once decide the fate of the bill, for it 
would be the occasion of throwing it out in the House of 
Lords. The Committee adjourned till tomorrow. 

March i^th, 
. Committee on the Scotch militia bill. Some of the clauses 
produced a debate, particularly respecting the number of 
men, the clause relating to substitutes, and in relation. to 
qualifications. At length it was agreed to let the bill- go 
through the committee, to report it immediately, and to 
take it into consideration on the 20th, previous to any motion 
for ordering it to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill for better supplying marines, to serve on board 
his Majesty's ships of war, and for the more speedy supply 
of seamen to serve on board trading vessels, was. read a second 
time, and committed. 

Adjourned to March 18. 

March 1 8. 

Mr. D. Hartley pressed the necessity of laying before the 
House the real expence of the navy. He said, the accounts 
produced by way of estimats, seldom contained above two 
thirds of the expence: that under the title cf the navy 
debt, and services not provided for, and of navy extraordi- 
naries, a custom had been by degrees introduced, which gave 
ministers an absolute and unli united possession and command 
over the public purse. The present was a season, he insisted, 
when Parliament ought to take double care that this ministe- 
rial licence was not abused, as immense sums might be 
expended in this way, entirely unknown, and without the 
participation of the House. He was awai*e how inefncacious 
anv application of this kind would prove, if the noble lord- 
Vol. III. M on 
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on the opposite (the treasury) bench should think proper to 
set his face against ;t. He therefore exhorted his lordship to 
fcring forward an account of the expenditure of last year, ' 
for he assured him that it was a matter his lordship's honour, 
and thfc credit of his administration, were equally concerned 
in. He said, that the transport service must have amounted 
to a very considerable sum, in the course of the last year, 
that no account of that particular service had yet been pro- 
duced, that he intended to move for that, and an account of 
the navy debt ; but he was convinced wliat little purpose it 
would answer to frame any motion, should the noble Lord a^ 
usual seem to averse it. 

Lord North said, it was not the wish of administration to 
conceal any thing from the House, nor was it in their powers 
were they desirous of so doing. As to incurring expenccs, 
the exact amount of which could not be ascertained at the 
time J it was the constant usage of office at all times, and was 
not peculiar to the present administration. It arose from- the 
nature of the service: for how was it possible to state wh^ 
the extraordinaries in any given year vrould amount to,, till 
they were first known ? They might be more, they mighfe 
be less ; and as to the power vested in administration, he 
could see no possible abuse that could be made of it. It 
was impossible that the money .expended could be known to 
Parliament at the very time it was issuing, nor the cxaft 
amount of the debt incurred, but still the house retained the 
efficient controul ; for if the debt was improperly incurred iii 
the first instance, or if there appeared any ibuse or malversa- 
tion when the accounts came to be inspected, those who had 
abused the trust necessarily reposed in them, were liable to 
be severely punished, and to suffer under the displeasure of 
that House. His lordship added, that for his part he had no 
objection to give the honourable gentleman every information, 
he desired ; but he believed that several of the accounts were 
not yet closed or comj^lete 5 such as were, he was very ready 
to comply with the honourable gentleman's requisition. 

Mr. Hartley then moved, that an account of navy, vio- 
tuallihg, and transport bills, that were made out on or before 
tlie 29th of February, 1776, be laid before this House. 
And that anaccouut of the increase of the debt of the navy, 
between the 31st of December, 1774, and the 3ist of De- 
cember, 1775, be laid before tliis House ; together with the 
specification of the respective services for which said debt was 
incurred, as far as the same can be made up. 

An 
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A, 1776. DEBATES. 

Navycffice 6th March^ i 

An istimate of the debt rf his Majesty* s nanyy on the heads hereafter 
tionedf as it stood on the jist December, 1775. 

HEADS OF THE NAVAL ESTIMATES. 

Wear and tear^ ordinary, extra, repairs, and transports, 

PARTICULARS. TOTA 

Due to pay off and discharge all £• s» d. £. /• 
the bills registered on the course of 
the navy for stores, freight of trans- 
ports, &c. supplied for the service 
thereof - - - ' - 1,381,701 19 5 

Due to pay off and discharge bilk 
registered on the said course for 
premium allowed by aft of par- 
liament on naval stores - - 89,818 15 I 

Due for freight of transports and 
tenders, and for stores delivered into 
his Majesty's several yards, &c. for 
which no bills were made out on the 
aforesaid 31st December, 1775, as 
also to several bills of Exchange - 151,039 4 6 

Due to his Majesty's several yards 
and rope yards, for the ordinary and 
extraordinary - - - 77>907 ^5 ^ 

Due for half-pay te sea-officers, 
according to an establishment made 
by his late Majesty in council on that 
behalf - - . - - 72,148 I 8 



Seamen^s wages. 

Due to pay men, -&c. unpaid on 
the books of ships paid off - 119,907 11 7^^ 

Due to pay ships in sea pay on the 
aforesaid 3 lit December, 1775 - 352,604 16 2 

Due to discharge and pay off all 
the bills entered in course for stop* 
cloaths, bedding for seamen, sur- 
geons necessaries, free gifts, &c. 58,842 10 6 

Viilualling debt as per estimate. 
Received from those commissioners, viz. 
Due for short allowance to the 
companies of his Msljesty's ships in 
pay, and which have been paid off I7>650 14 6 

Due 



1,772,615 J 



531*354 iJ 
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£• /.• d, £. J. d* 

Due for paying off all the bills ^ 

tered on their course - - 795*439 5 4 
Due for provisions delivered, and 
vices pOTormed, for which no 
b were made out on the aforesaid 
St December, 1775 - - 18,557 112 

Due for necessary money, extra 
:essary money, bills of exchange, 
d contingencies - - . 3>28o 15 7 
Due to the officers,- workmen, 
i labourers employed at the seve- 
ports - - r - 9,445 19 4 

: -844>374 5 ^* 

Sick and hurt y the debt rf that office^ 
as per estimate^ received from those commissioners^ viz. 
Due for the quarters and cure 
sick and hurt seamen, set on 
•re from his Majesty's ships, at 
? several ports, and for contingen- 

s rebting to the said office * - ^5>33^ ^ 2 

The total amounts to the sum 



I 




3: 


.i<J3,<S8i 


I 


74 


147,274 


74 


^^ 








317.827 


7 


o| 


465,102 


r 


H 



From whence deducing the mo- 
f in the treasurer's hands 
And also the money that remained 
come in of supplies, as in p. 167 



The debt will then be 2,698,579/. 2,698,579 o o| ' 

N. B. In this debt' is ' included 

: charge of transports, between ist 

luary, 1775, and 31st December 

lowing - * - - - 148,670 83 

And it appears by an account 

reived from the commissioners of 

e victualling, that the expence of 

fhials supplied the soldier$, be- 

'een ist Jan. 1775, and the 31st 

eceniber following, amounts to 96,291 55} 



?or which sum of 244,961 7.13/. 8|^/. 

► provision has been made by par- 

ment, but if thought fit to be 

granted, 



244,961 13 8i 
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granted, as the like service was pro-^ 

vided for in former years jT j. 

The net debt of the navy will 

then be ----- 2j453,(Ji7 ( 

M. Suckling. J. Williams. T. Brett. W. Palmer. 

Mfmoramiumy There *was remaining, in the hands gf the late and :f 

treasures of the navy^ on the 31// December^ ^775» ''^ ''^^ 

under mentioned^ and tnay be reck-jned towards satisfying the aforesm 

of the navy. 

On rSe beds of 
Wear and tear, ] j To' 



In what 


In money. 


)rdinary 


aiici 


Scamens wages. 


Viftuah 






\ reasurer 




trans )ofts. 










£' 


hands. 




• f,: «. 


d 


,r. «. d- 


C t. 


d. 




Rt. h«n. 


In money 


7G4j 2 


71 


2247 3 1 


2379 19 


11 




Ditto lowar<l- 












I 12404 


George 
Grc.iviile, 


• the d(»bt for 
sick and hurt 








^ 




r 


esq. 


seamen. 






131 19 lOj 






J 


Rt. hon. " 


In money 


7051 19 


H 


3720 3 Hi 


1640 7 


n 




Wm. lord 


Ditto to\rard> 












I 12448 


Tiscoimt 


* the debt for 














Barring- 


sick and hurt 












' 


ton. , 


seamen. 






35 10 101 








Rt. hon. 
Rd. lord 


In money 


15G23 9 


6i 


U533 12 2| 


2739 12 


4i 


S891G 


Ditto towards 
* the debt for 












* 


discount 
Howe. 


sick and hurt 














seamen. 






19 12 6:5 






■^ 


Rt. hon. 
Sir Gil- 
bert El- 
liot, bart. ~ 


In money 
Ditto towards 


20812 14 


9J 


61110 14 9i 


5916 5 


li 


8950€ 


► the debt for 
sick and hurt 












^ 




seamen. 






1666 5 94 












51133 6 


4] 


83465 3 li 


12676 5 


OJ 


147274 



There remained on the 31 st December, 1775, to come m from the ex- 
chequer of the su/plies of the year 1775 



317827 



Navy-officey loth March^ i 
An account y she'wing the increase of the debt of his Majesty s navy on t 
£/" December, I775> ivith the reasons for the said increase prepare 
Debt of the navy, on the 31st December, 1775 ^^9^5 79 

Debt of the navy, on the 31st December, 1774 1 8861 00 

Shews the debt of the tiavy, on the 31st December, 

1775, to be increased " - - - - 8/2478 ] 

Reasons for the raid increase y on account of the navy* 
To be accounted for by the 
Interest incurred on navy Navy. Vidhial 

bills - - C'Zn^^. X3 I ;t453^^2 2 8| £.'iS9^ 
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Premium on the importation of naval 

stores - - - - 44866 15 o 

lead money for privateers taken in the 

last war - - - - - 680 o o 

►undry cxpcnces on account of the 

longitude - - - - - 2795 9 10 
Charge of transports - - - 14867b 8 3 

IJharge of raising volunteer seamen on 

shore - - - - ^107 7 4 

♦"or 1,946 seamen and marines, borne 
moi-e than voted for wear and tear, 
and wages - - - . 68394 o o 

Dr building ships by contraclcrs in 
merchant's yards - - - 22096 12 2 

ills of' exchange drawn by vice ad- 
miral Graves, at Boston, for the pur- 
chase of vessels to be employed in 
North America - - - 4CC5CO 

)ecie sent out to the naval officer at 
Boston and Halifax, the latter end 
of liast year, to save the great dis- 
count that has lately been given on 
bills drawn at those places - -1500000 
>r the value of hemp, foreign oak 
plank, American masts, and Eng- 
lish oak timber, contracted for. in 
1774, which should have made part 
of the expcnce of that year, but not 
being delivered until 1775, the 
whole of the supplies for naval 
services for 1774 (exclusive of the 
extraordinary expences not provided 
for by parliament) was not expended, 
to the amount of - - - 40297 O 

jr- the value of sundry naval stores, 
such as tar, turpentine, oil, tal- 
low, sheathing board, hammacoes, 
lead, canvas, and iron, purchased 
in part to increase the magazine in 
such of the articles, as were of Ame- 
rican growth, and under the present 
circumstances of that country might 
not be procured from thence, and 
Others purchased in addition to what 

had 



A. 1776. DEBATES. 

had been estimated to be necessary 
at the beginning of the year, on 
account of the fitting out the great 

' number ofships lately commissioned 47766 o o 

To pay Sir John St. Aubyn for rent 
and fine of certain premises at Ply- 
mouth, which had been running in 
arrear from the year 1765, on ac- 
count of the instruments relative 
thereto not being executed till the 
year 1775 - - - Ii8x o o 

Levy money for an augmentation of 
3 1 men per company to the ma- 
rines, and money advanced on the 
recruiting service for the marines 
in Ireland -* - - - 105 10 o o 

For considerable repairs done to the 
royal hospitals at Plymouth and 
Jamaica, &c. - - - - 2956 12 10 



452686 

On Account of the ViElualling^ as received frmi those Commissioners^ 

Expence of vi<Ehialling land forces 96,291 5 5^ 
Extra freights and demurrage - 566 17 6 

Interest paid and incurred on bills 139 148 15 2 
Additional allowance of vinegar - 1,828 16 6 
A new wharf building at Portsmouth 1,000 o O 
Vegetables purcliased and making 
sour crout, sent for the service of 
his Majesty's ships employed in 
North- America - - . - l>652 5 7 

Bills of Exchange drawn from the 
East-Indies for the service of his 
Majesty's ships there in the pre- 
ceding year, which have been paid 
in the present year - - - 23,355 ^4 3 
Bills made out to pursers on the ba- 
lance of their viftualling accounrs 
numbered in this year, for ac- 
counts which terminated in for- 
mer years, and not included in any 
former debt, in regard it could not 
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C s. d. jr. . J. d. 

be known until their accounts were 
made up, whether they were deb- 
tor or creditor - - - 7jI43 I 3 
Is made out for provisiops delivered 
1 services performed on or before 
tlie3ist of December, 1774, re- 
ceived and numbered since, and 
were not included in the estimate 
rf the debt for that time, the ac- 
counts of which not coming to 
Hand tin the year 1775 - - 14,885 15 10 

)unt of provisions, &c. shipped 
to supply his Majesty's ships at 
Boston - - - S5>5i4 i 9 

Lmount of ditto, shipped to supply . 
his Majesty's ships in the Mediter- 
ranean - ' - - 1,217 8 ' li 

lmount o^ ditto, shipped to supply 
his Majesty's ships in the East- 
Indies -i ♦ ■ •, - 7>265 13 41- 
at of (Ktto, shipped for supply 
nis Majesty's ships at the Out 

i;t5 - - - I91SS3 I<5 2i 

I of the remains in store on the 
J] of^ Dece5d)er, 1775, exceed 
the remains of the prccediiigyeaF 27,271 II 2 

lerc were a greater number of his 
Kfajesty's ships in commission on 
the 3 1 st of Deciamberi 7 75j than on 
the 31st of December, 1774, and 
consequently, remains of the pro- 
visions on board on the 31st of 
December, 1 775, must greatly ex- 
ceed the remains of the preceding 
year; which with the higlf prices 
paid for provisions for the use of ^ 

his Majesty's ships in foreign parts, 
together with ^e waste and decay 
of provisions, may be presumed to 
be reasons for the remaining sum 
of - - - - 91^524 9 loi 

■ ■ 356^229 6 I 

M. Suckling. J. miliams. T. Brett. . W. Palmer. 

Navjm 
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Navy-Office 21st of March^i^ 
An Account of the number of Seamen and Mariners employed in the Sers 
of the I^oyal Navy from the 1st £/* January 1775, ^^ ^^^ 2^thQf:FthTU\ 
1776, upon a medium of each months distinguishing the Seameiffrom. 
Marines^ and what number of each were borne and mustered in the i 
vice prepared^ pursuant to a precept of the honourable House of Comnu 
dated the 13/A instant. 

Seamen. Marines. 



177s 



1776 



Months. 

January- 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
paober 
November 
December 
January 
February 



Borne. 


Muster'd. 


Borne. 


14863 


14707 


4099 


J 5069 


1484a 


4032 


150 10 


I4768 


4'32 


15257 


I5079 


4169 


• 14874 


14628 


4M1 


13728 


13630 


4123 


14406 


14283 


4497 


15091 


14949 


4664 


15380 


15224 


5035 


»5723 


»SS7i 


519*5 


16257 


16109 


SS^i 


17100 


16956 


5832 


17894 


1767a 





18413 


18162 





Mustei 
2232 
205s 

lo8i 
191: 

ipK 
1961 
2071 
229^ 

246( 

- 2505 

278' 



219070 21(5580 55403 264^ 

XTpon a medium to the 

ejid of February 1 5647 15470 

Ditto, to December last ----- 4616 220 

The medium of the seamen is taken for the whole time, but tha 
the marines is taken only to the 3 1st of December last, no account of 
shore musters having been yet received from the ports for the moi 
of January and February. 

M. Suclling. y. Williams. T* Brett. R. Temple. 

March 19. 
Hindon incapacitating bill. 

March ?o. 
Ord.er of the day, to take into consideration the report of 
the Scotch militia bill. 

5.ight hon. ST. Townshend moved to put it off to this day 
four months. He said, it was -to the last degree unreasonable 
to expeft that England should bear the expence of a land- 
tax in so monstrous a disproportion, and it was an attempt of 
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the first impression to add to this ^equitable mode of raising 
that tax, the bmthen of paying their militia. If Scotland 
wants a militia, in God's name let her have it, but let her 
pay for it. If she shuns the expence, either by way of a 
county rate, or contributing proportionably with this part of 
the united kingdom, to the very tax which is particulaiiy ap^ 
IMTopriated'to defraying the charge of the militia, what is that 
but in other words telling us, we want such an establishment, 
but we have the modesty to expedl that you will agree to be at 
the expence ? ^ 

RJr. P(rwjs seconded the motion, and'observed, that North 
Britain does not pay above the one-fortieth part of the land- 
tax, though the value of the lands is about one-sixth. The 
present biTl, he observed, kept the last proportion in view, but 
made no provision for the maintenance and support of the 
militia thus to 'be raised and embodied. Therefore, in his 
opinion, Scotland should have the option of contributing her 
full share to the land-tax, and to have a militia according to 
that proportion, or of paying the militia by a local tax. If 
she refused to consent to either of those propositions, he trust- 
ed there was not one Engliihman in that House, who could 
so far forget the duty he owed to his constituents, or the inte- 
rests and honour of his country, as to vote for the bill ; or if 
any such could be found, he trusted he would -find himself in 
a minority. ** 

Lord Mountstuarty who brought in the bill, supported it. 
He said, a national militia was the great constitutional bul- 
wark of this kingdom, and why exclude any part of the 
imited kingdom from contributing to the general security ? 
He observed, that the people of England were trained to die 
use of arms, while Scotland was left weak and defenceless ; 
that the land-tax was no fair criterion of what Scotland really 
contributed towards the common support, for her consump- 
tion of commodities, which paid duties here, was very con- 
siderable, and one half of the produce of the lands of that 
country, he believed, was expended in this. As a proof of 
the weakness of government there, he said a smuggling cutter 
with a few guns and twenty men, had last year come into the 
Firth of Forth, and landed her cargo in the middle of the 
day 'y that the excise ofiicers applied for a serjeant and twelve 
men, but none were to be had, but such as were at so great 
a distance, that the smuggler^ had time to dispose of their 
cargo, and to retire unmolested, before the detachment ar- 
rived. 

Sir 
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. Sir Philip Jennings Clerke against the bill ; said he could not 
imagine, however confident of their great power and in- 
fluence the Scotch nation might be, how they could possibly 
.expert, that besides paying their land-tax for them, we should 
likewise be at the expcnce of paying their militia. 

Mr. JF. H. Hartley declared his disapprobation of the bUL 
He insisted the whole matter lay within a narrow compass. 
Xs Scotland willing to support her own militia by a local tax, 
or by contributing proportionably to the land-ta:t ; or is she 
not ? If she be, I see no reason why she should be deb;^rred 
that privilege. If she be not, I take it, she is not 'really in 
earnest, or she thinks that England is as forgetful of her 
own honour as she is blind to her interests, by even listening 
to such a proposition. 

Mr. Turner replied to some of the arguments used by lord 
Movntstuart, particularly as a militia might prevent smug- 
gling ; said he lived near the sea, and had always observed 
that the militia were the greatest smugglers in the whole 
country, except another description of men the noble lord 
mentioned, the custom-house officers, and such as they se- 
cretly permitted, who were sharers in the profits. 

Mr. Stanhope against the bill; he condemned it throughout. 
He spoke of the expence, and the poverty of the nation, of 
the complexion of the bill, and the unconstitutional power 
it would put into the King's hands, of disarming the nulitia 
at his pleasure, perhaps when their aid was most wanted. Is 
it possible that the noble Lord on the treasury-bench can come 
into this House, and give a bill his countcnr^nce and support, 
by which such an expence is to be incurred, and at the same 
time assure his Majesty that w could not pay a civil list debt ' 
of 500,0001 ? Or does his Lordship thuik that the cbusc 
where the tliree guineas per man may be given, will recruit 
J:he army, and save the trouble and expence of sending a body 
of foreign mercenaries to America, to cut the tliroats of our 
feilow*subje£ls in that country? He then enumerated several 
of the expences incurred last year, and prediAed that we must 
either lay on new taxes, or submit to pay a premium of 50 
per cent, on our contradh, to tiie whole tribe of money jobbers, 
contraftors, &c. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] condemned militias In 
general. He said they could be no longer deemed a con- 
stitutional defence, undt:r the immediate controul and direc- 
tion of the people; for by the bill passed befoiy Christmas, 
they were rendered a standing army to all intents and piir- 

po:»s,j 

s 
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poses whatever, as much as the - body of men which passed 
under that name, the King having it in his power to call 
them out on the most frivolous . occasions, and when they 
were embodied, of employing them in any service, and for 
what purpose he pleased. He said he knew many of the gfin- 
deinen of Scotland, who were as warm assertors of freedom^ 
tiS any in that House; but the body of the people were itt 
general tin<fhired with notions of despotism ; their laws arid 
education inclined them thsit way; he should therefore be 
unwilling to trust them with such an establishment ; for when 
they once got arms in their hands, their dispositions uniting 
with their interest, might render them fit instruments in the 
hands of a treacherous, tyrannic and unprincipled admini- 
stration. He instanced this in the spirit shewn in the addresses', 
which came from that country, where though they did not 
say that they were ready to cut the throats of every mail 
in America, they hinted pretty roundly that they were ready 
and willing, whenever his Majesty thought proper, to 
cut the throats of their fellow subje^s at home. If e ob- 
served likewise, that the exception he made in favour 
of individuals, did not contradict his general assertions, for 
there were worthy valuable men in the most despotic coun- 
tries; ,and that he believed more addresses were presented 
from Scotland than there were towns, villages, and hamlets 
in the whole kingdom. 

Lord North supported the bill on the ground of constitu- 
tional defence. He said he could not agree in the construc- 
tion put by the honourable magistrate on the Scotch addresses^ 
He had read them, and, for his part, he could see nothing 
contained in them which would admit of such an interpre- 
tation. He imagined the honourable gentleman read and 
run, or otherwise he could not bave possibly hit on such a 
construdKon as that they offered to cut the throats of their 
fellow-subje^s, either at home or in America. 

The House divided; for Mr. Townshend's motion Ii2> 
agcdnst it, 95. So the bill was lost. 

fThe billy in general^ was framed ttpon the Model of the En^ 

glish Billy It dijferedy however y in seme places. These variations 

^ tt will noty perhaps y he improper to note : and therefore ive 

have €xtraBed such Parts of the Bill as cotitain those varU 

ations, '". 

And be k further enafted. That the number of private 

men 
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m^ to be raised, by virtue of this a<St, in that paft of Great 
Britain, called Scotland, shall be, 

For the county of Aberdeen, five hundred and fifty-one. 

For the county of Air, two hundred and eighty. 

For the county of Argyl, three hundred and fourteen. 

For the county of Bute, thiyty-four. 

For the county of Banff, one hundred and eighty-two. 

For the county of Berwick, one hundred and twenty. ^ 

• For the county of Caithness, one hundred and five. 
For the county of Sutherland, one hundred. 

For the county of Dumfries, one hundred and eiglity-cight. 
For the county of Dumbarton, sixty-six. 
Fbrthe county of Edinburgh, two hundred and eighty-six. 
For the city and county of the city of Edinburgh, one hun- 
dred and forty-three. 
For the county of Elgin, one hundred forty-five. 
For the county of Nairn, twenty-seven. 
For the county of Fife, three hundred and eighty-seven. 
For the county of Kinross, twenty-three. 
For the county of Forfar, three hundred and twenty-six. 

• FcH* the county of Haddington, one hundred and forty-one 
For the county of Inverness, two hundred ^nd eighty-tw^o- 
For the county of Kincardine, one hundred and nine. 

For the stewartry of Kircudbright, one hundred. 

For the county of Lanark, three hundred and eighty-eight. 

JFor the county of Linlithgow, eighty. 

For th^*county of Orkney and Zetland, one himdred aild 
eighty-three. 

For the county of Peebles, forty^-two 

For the county of Perth, five hundred and sixty-four. 

For the county of Renfrew, one hundred and twenty-six. 

For the county of Ross, two hundred and three. 

For the coimty of Cromarty, twenty-four. 

For the county of Roxburgh, one hundred and sixty-five. 

For the county of Selkirk, nineteen. 

For the county of Stirling, one hundred and seventy-six. 

For the county of Clackmannan, forty-tbree. 

For the county of Wigton or Galloway, seventy-eight. . • 

And be it enabled, That no peer of this realm^ nor any 
|)erson who shall serve as a commission officer in his Majesty's 
other forces, or in any one of his castles or forts, nor any 
non-commission officer or private man serving in any of his 
j^ajesty's other forces, nor any commission officer serving, of 
who has served three years in the militia, nor any person 

being 
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being a member of any of the universities, nor any clergy- 
man, nor any licensed teacher of any separate congregation, 
nor any articled clerk, apprentice, seaman, or sea-faring- 
man, nor any person mustered and doing duty in any of his 
Majesty's docks, nor any man not possessed of the qualifica- 
tion necessary to enable him to be a deputy lieutenant or com- 
mission officer in the militia, who has a living child born in 
lawful wedlock, shall be compelled to serve personally, or pro- 
vide a substitute to serve, in the militia 

And be it further enafted, That no person shall be admit- 
ted to serve as a substitute in the militia for any county or 
stewartry, who shall not have had his ordinary residence in 
the county or stewartry for which he shall offer to serve, for 
twelve calendar months immediately preceding ; nor shall any 
person be admitted to serve as a substitute, who shall before 
have served for three years, either for the county or stewartry 
for which he is proposed as a substitute, or for any other in 
Scotland, until the expiration of six years from the time of 
his former service 

And be it enafted, That it shall be optional to any bat- 
talion or independant company of militia, within that part 
of the united kingdom, called Scotland, to be cloathed in the 
Highland dress, if the commanding officer thereof shall 
thinfk fit 

And be it further ena£l:ed. That at the end of the first 
year's service of any battalion or independant company of 
militia, one third part of the private men of such battalion 
or independant company shall be discharged by ballot, and 
the private men so discharged, and also such vacancies as may 
have happened, (hall be supplied by ballot ; and after the 
second year's service of any battalion or independant com- 
pany of militia', one other of the two remaing third parts 
of the private men shall be discharged, and others supplied, 
in like manner ; and at the end of the third year's service of 
any battalion or independant company of mil ilia, the re- 
maining third part of the private men shall be discharged, 
and supplied in like manner ; and from thenceforth a ballot 
shall be regularly made each year, for supplyii^g the private 
men so discharged in rotation, and also for supplying such va- 
cancies as may have happened in any battalion or independant 
company of. militia 

And be it further enabled, That if any person, who is sworn 
and inrolled to serve in the said militia, shall enlist into his 
Majesty's other forces, the colonel or commanding officer 

of 
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of such regiment or corps in which he shall enlist, shall pay 
to the clerk of the corps of militia to which such militia man 
belongs, the sum of three pounds three shillings sterling, which 
shall be accounted for and paid by him to the commanding 
officer of the corps for which such militia man was enrolled 
to serve, and shall be applied towards finding another man to 
serve in such militia, in the room of the person so inlisting 1 
and if such colonel or commanding officer shall, on demand, 
rcfiise to pay such sum of money to the clerk of the corps of 
militia^ such enlisting shall be from thenceforth null and 
void. And if any militia man shall deny to any officer, Ser- 
jeant, or any other person, recruiting for men to enlist or serve 
in his Majesty's other forces, that he is, at the time of his 
offering to enlist, a militia man then a^bially enrolled and 
engaged to serve (which the said officer, serjeant, or other 
person, is hereby required to ask any man offeriilg to enlist) 
and shall enlist in his Majesty's othei* forces, such person so 
offending, and who shall thereof be conviftcd before any jus- 
tice of the peace for such county or stewartry, shall be com- 
mitted to the common goal of such county or stewartry, there 
to remain without bail, for any time not exceeding six ca« 
lendar months, over and above any penalty or punishment 
to which such person so offending shall be otherwise liable by 
law, and firom the day on which his engagement to serve in 
the miUtia shall end, and not sooner, except on payment of 
such sum of money as aforesaid, he shall belong as a soldier to 
such corps of liis Majesty's other forces into which he shaH 
have been so enlisted. . . * . . [Upon this clause the bill was 
lost.1 

And be it enafted. That if any person serving in any of 
his Majesty's regular forces shall offer to serve, and be en- 
rolled, as a substitute, in the mihtia, he shall for every such 
offence, .forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding ten pounds 
sterling. ...... 

[The Right Hon. T. Townshend and Mr, W. H. Hartley 
remarked upon the following clause, that it had a most unfa- 
voiurable and suspicious appearance ; it vested, they said, a 
power in the crown that might be employed to the v^ worst 
purposes.] 

And be it enabled, That his Majesty's lieutenants, or any 
three deputy lieutenants, of any county or stewartry, is and 
are hereby authorised, by warrant under his hand and seal^ 
or theii* hands and seals, to (employ such person or persons as 
he or they shall think £t, to seize and remove the arms 
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dothes and accoutrements, belonging to the militia of such 
county or stewartry, whenever his Majesty's said lieutenants, 
or the deputy lieutenants, shall adjudge it necessary to the 
kingdom, and to deliver the said arms, clothes, and accoutre- 
fnents, into the custody of such person or persons as his Ma- 
jesty's said lieutenants, or deputy lieutenants, ^all appoint to 

teceive the same, for the purposes of this aft 

March 21. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes, All wise governments, and wcH- 
fegulated states, have been particularly careful to mark and 
correct the various abuses, which a considerable length of 
time almost necessarily creates. Among these, one of the 
inost striking and irtiportant in our country is, the present 
unfair and inadequate state of the representation of the peo- 
ple of England in Parliament. It is now become so partial 
and unequal from the lapse of time, that I believe almost 
irvcry gentleman in the House will agree with me m the he* 
cessity of its being taken into our most serious consideration, 
and of our endeavouring to find a remedy for this great and 
growing evil. 

1 wish. Sir, my slender abilities were equal to a thorough 
Investigation of this momentous business. Very diligent and 
well-meant endeavours have not been wanting to trace it 
JFrom the first origin. The most natural and pcrfeft idea of 
a ff'ee government is, m my mind, that of the people them- 
selves assembling to determine by what laws they chusc ta 
be governed, and to establish the regulations they think ne- 
cessary for the proteftion of their property and liberty against 
-all violence and fraud. Every member of such a commu- 
nity would submit with alacrity to the observance of what 
Txad been enafted by himself, and assist whh spirit in giving 
'cflScacy and vigour to laws and ordinances, which de- 
rived all their authority from his own approbation and con- 
currence. In small inconsiderable states, this mode t)f legisk- 
tion has been happily followed, both in ancient and modern 
times. The extent and populousness of a great empire 
seems scarcely to admit it without confiision or tumult ; and 
therefore, our ancestors^ more wise in this than the ancient 
Romans, adopted the representation. of the many by a few, 
9s answering more fully the true ends of government, Rome 
'was enslaved from inattention to this very circumstance, and 
by one other fatal aft, which ought to be a strong warning 
to the people, even against their own representatives terc,. 
the leaving power too long in the hands orthe same pcrw 
sons; by which the armies of the republic became the ar- 
mies 
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mks of Sylla, Pompey, and Caesarl When all the burgh^fs 
of Italy obtained the freedom of Rome^ and voted in public 
assemblies, their multitudes rendered the distindtion of the 
citizen of Rome and the alien impossible. Their assemblies 
and deliberations became disorderly and tumultuous. U&- 
tirincii^ed and ambitious men found out the secret of turn- 
mg them to the ruin of tlie Roman liberty, and the com- 
mon wealth'; among us this evil is avoided by representa- 
tion, and yet the justice of this principle is preserved. Every 
Englishman is supposed to be present in Parliament, either 
in person, or by deputy chosen by himself, and therefore 
the resolution of Parliament is taken to be the resolution of 
every individual, and to give to the public the consent and ap- 
ptt>beition of every free agent of the community. 

According to the first formation of this excellent consti- 
tution, so long and so justly our greatest boast and best in- 
heritance, we find that the people thus took care no laws 
should be ena<fled, no taxes levied but by their consent, ex- 
pressed by their representatives in the great council of the 
nation. The mode of representation in antient times being 
tolerably adequate and proportionate, the sense of the people 
was known by that of Parliament j their share of power 
in the legislature was preserved^ and founded in equal 
justice; at present it is become insufficient, {nrtial, and 
unjust.. 

From so pleasing a view as that of the equal power,^ which 
our ancestors had, with great wisdom and care, modelled for 
the commons of this realm, the present scene gives us not 
very venerable ruins of that majestic and beautiful fabric, 
the English constitution. As the whole seems in disorder aad 
confusion, all the former union and harmony of the parts 
are lost and destroyed. It appears. Sir, from the vrrits re- 
maining in the King's remembrancer's office in the exche- 
quer, that no less than 22 towns sent members to the Par- 
liaments in the 23d, 25th, and 26th, of King Edward I. 
which have long ceased to be represented. The names of 
some of them are scarcely known to us, such as those of 
Canebrig and Bamburgh in Northumberland, Pershore and 
Brem in Worcestershire, Jarvall and TykhuU in Yorkshire. 
What a happy fate. Sir, has attended the boroughs of Gai- 
fon and old Sarum, of which, although ipsa periere ruin^t^ 
the names are familiar to us, the clerk regularly calls them 
over, and fbiur respeftable gentlemen represent their departed, 
greatness, a» the knights of a coronation represent Aquitaine 
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and Normandy! The little town of Banbuiy, petite viUt 
grand rertom, as Rabelais says of Chinon) has, I believe^ only 
17 electors, yet gives us, in its representative, what is of the 
utmost importance to the majority here, a first Lord of the 
treasury, and a Chancellor of the Exchequer. Its ilV- 
fiuence and weight, on a division, I have oftea seen 
overpower the united force of the members for London, 
Bristol, and several of the most populous counties. East- 
Grinstead too, I think, has only about 30 eleAors, yet 

fives a seat among us to that brave, hei:oic lord at the 
ead of a great department, now very military, who has 
fiilly determined to conquer America — ^but not in Germany. 
Jt is not. Sir, my purpose to weary the patience of the 
House by the researches of an antiquarian into the antient 
state of our representation, and its variations at different pe- 
riods. I shall only remark shortly on what passed in the 
reign of Henry VI. and some of his successors. In that 
reign. Sir John Fortescue, his chancellor, observed that the 
House of conmions consisted of morp than 300 chosep men ; . 
various alterations were made by succeeding Kings till 
James II. since which period no change has happened. Gresit 
abuses, it must be owned, contrary to the primary ideas of 
the English constitution, wer^ committed by our former 
princes, in eiving the right of representation to several 
paltry boroughs, TCcause the places were poor, and dependent 
on them, or on a favourite over-grown peer. The land- 
marks of the constitution have often beea removed. The 
marked partiality of Cornwall, which single county still sendsj 
within one, as many members as the whole kingdon of Scot- 
land, is striking, and arose from its yielding to the crown 
in tin and lands a larger hereditary revenue than any other 
English coimty, as well as frpm the duchy being in the 
crQwn and giving an amazing command and influence. By 
such 2L&S of our princes the constitution was wounded in its 
most vital part. Henry VIII. restpred two members, E<^ 
ward VI. twenty. Queen Mary four. Queen Elizabeth 
twelve, James I. sixteen, Charles I. eighteen, in all seventy- 
two. The alterations by creation in the same period were 
m9re considerable, for Henry VIII. created thirty-three, 
Edward VI. twenty-eight. Queen Mary seventeen. Queen 
Elizabeth^ forty-eight, James I. eleven 5 in all 137. Charles I. 
made no new creation of this kind. Charles 11. added two 
for the county, and two for the city of Durham, and two 
for Ne:«rarke on Trent. This House is at this hour com- 
posed of the same representation it was at his demise, not- 
withstanding 
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withstanding the many and important changes which have since 
happened ; it becomes us therefore to enquire, whether the 
sense of Parliament can be now, on solid grounds, from the 
present representation, said to be the sense of the nation, as in 
the time of our forefathers. I am satisfied^ Sir, the senti- 
ments of the people cannot be justly known at this time from 
the resolutions of a Parliament, composed as the present is, 
even tho' no undue influence was practised after the return of 
the members to the House; even supposing for a moment the 
mfluence of all the baneful arts of corruption to be sus- 
pended, which, for a moment, I believe, they have not been, 
under the present profligate administration. Let us examine. 
Sir, with exaftness and candour, of what the efRcicnt parts of 
this Houisq are composed, and what proportion they bear oh the 
large scale, to the body of the people of England, who arc 
supposed to be represented. 

The southern part of this island, to which I now confine 
my ideas, consists of about five millions of people, accords 
faig to the most received calculation. I will state by what 
numbers the majority of this House is eleAed, and I sup* 
pose the largest number present of any recorded in our jour* 
nals, which was in the famous year 1741. In that year 
the three largest divisions appear on our journals.— —♦ 
The first is that of the 2ist of January, when the num* 
bers were 253 to 250 ; the second on the 28th of the 
same month, 236 to 235 5 the third on the pth of March, 
^4 to 242. In these divisions the members of Scotland 
are included 5 but I will state my calculations only for £ng-i 
land, because it gives the argument more force. The divi- 
sion therefore, I adopt, is that of January 21 5 the number 
of members present on that day, were 503. Let me how- 
ever suppose the number of 254 to be the majority of menv* 
bers, who will ever be able to attend in their places. I state * 
it high, from the accidents of sickness, service in foreign 
parts, travelling, and necessary avocations. From the ma- 
jority of ele^ors in the boroughs, which return members to 
this House, it has been demonstrated that this number of 2^4 
members are a6hially elefted by no more than 5723 personsi 
generally the inhabitants of Cornish, and other boroughs, and 
perhaps not the most respectable part of the community. 
Is our Sovereign then to learn the sense of his whole people 
from these few persons ? Are these the men to give laws to 
this vast empire, and to tax this weidthy nation ? I do not 
mention all the tedious calculations, because gentlemen may 
find them at length in the works of the incomparable Dr. 

N 3 ^vss;r.^ 
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Price, in Postlethwaitc, and in Burgh's political disquisi« 
tions. Figures aflFord the clearest demonstration, incapable 
of cavil or sophistry. Since Burgh's calculation only ohe altera- 
tion hks haj^ned j I allude to the borough of Shoreham, in 
Sussex i for by the aft of 1771, all the freeholders of forty 
shillings per annum, in the. neighbouring rape or hundred of 
Bramber, arc admitted to vote for that borough, but many 
of the old cleftors were disfranchised. It appears likew^iset 
that 56 of our members are clefted by only 364 persons. 
Lord Chancellor Talbot supposed that the majority of this 
^ouse was elefted by 50,000 persons, and he exclaimed 
against the injustice of that idea. More accurate calcula- 
tions than his Lordship's, and the unerring rules of political 
arithijietic, have shewn the injustice to be vastly beyond what * 
his Lordship even suspefted. 

When we consider. Sir, that the most important powers of 
this house, the levying taxes on, and cnrw^ting laws for, five, 
millions of persons, is thus usurped and unconstitutionally 
exercised jjy the small number I have mentioned, it becomes 
our duty to the people to restore to them their clear rights, 
ilicir original share in the legislature. The ancient repre- 
icntation of this, kingdom we find was founded by our ances- 
tors injustice, wisdom, and equality. The present state of 
it would be continued by us in folly, obstinacy, and injustice: 
This evil Kas been complained of by some or the wisest pa>» 
triots Qur cour»try has eVer produced. I shall beg leave to 
give that close reasoncr, Mr. Locke's ideas in his own words. 
ric says, in the treatise on civil government, " Things not 
always changing equally, and private interest often keeping 
up customs and privileges, when the reasons of them are 
ceased, it often comes to pass, that in governments, where 
p^ of the legislative consists of representatives chosen by the 
people, than in trail of time this representation becomes very 
unequal and disproportionate to the reasons it was at first esta- 
blished upon. To what gross absurdities, the following of 
a custom, when reason has left it, may lead, we may be satis- 
fied, when we see the bare name of a town, of which there 
remains not so much as the ruins, where scarce so much 
housing as a sfheep-cote, or more inhabitants than a shepherd 
is to be found, sends as many representatives to the grand as- 
sembly of law-makers, as a whole county, numerous in peo- 
ple, and powerful in riches. This strangers stand amazed at, 
*nd every one must confess needs a remedy." After so great 
an authority as that of Mr. Locke, I shall scarcely be treated 
on this oGca^icii as ^ jgiere visionary, and tlie propriety of the 

motion 
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motion I shall have the honour of sdbmitting to the house^ 
will scarcely be disputed. Even the members for such placeg 
as Old Sarum, and Gatton, who I may venture to say at pre- 
sent ^afit nominis umbra^ will, I am persuaded, have too much, 
candour to complain of the right of their few constituents, if 
indeed they have constituents, if they are not self-created, 
sdf-clefted, self-existent, of this pretended right being trans- 
ferred to the county, while the rich and populous manufac- 
turing towns of Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, 
and others, may have at lea$t an equita])le share in the for- 
mation of those laws by which they are governed. My idea^. 
Sir, in this case, as to the wretched and depopulated towfH 
and boroughs in general, I own is amputation. I say .witl^; 
Horace, Inutiles ramos amputans^feliciores inserit. 

This is not. Sir, the first attempt of the kind to corre^ 
although in an inconsiderable degree, this growing eviL 
Pi'oceedings of a similar nature were had among us above a 
century past. The clerk will read from our journals what 
passed on the 26th of March, 1668, on a bill to enable the 
county palatine of Durham to send two knights for the 
county, and two citizens for the city of Durban;. \Thi 
clerk reads."] In a book of authority, Anchitell Grey's de- 
bates, we have a more particular account of what passed in the 
house on that occasion. He says, that " Sir Thomas Meres 
moved, that the shires may have an increase of knights, and 
that some of the small boroughs, where there ar^ but few 
cleftors, may be taken away, and a bill for that purpose.** 
** On a division, the bill was rejected, 65 to 50. This, 
however, alludes only to the bill then before the house, re- 
spefting the county and city of Durham. I desire to add the 
few remarkable words of Sir Thomas Strickland in this debate, 
because I have not seen them quoted on the late important 
American questions. " The county palatine of Durham wa« 
never taxed in Parliament by ancient privilege before King 
James's time, and so needed no representatives, but now being 
taxed, it is but reasonable they should have." Such senti- 
ments, Sir, were promulgated in this house even sq long ago 
as the reign of Charles II. 

I am aware, sir, that the power, </<? jure^ of the legislature 
to disfranchise a number of boroughs, upon the general ground* 
of improving the constitution, has been doubted \ and gentle- 
men will ask, whether a power is lodged in the representative 
to destroy his immediate constituent ? Such a question is best 
answered by another: How originated the right, and upon 
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what grounds was it granted ? Old Sarum and Gatton, for 
instance, vere populous towns, when ,the right of represen- 
tation was first given them. They are now desolate, and 
therefore ought not to retain a pivilege, which they acquired 
only by their extent and populousness. We ought in every 
thing, as far as we can, to make the theory and pra£Hce of 
the constitution coincide, and the supreme legislative body 
of a state must surely have this power inherent in them. It 
was defaSio lately exercised to its fiill extent by this house in 
the case of Shoreham, with universal approbation, for near a 
tondrcd corrupt voters were disfranchised, and about twice 
ifet number of freeholders admitted from the county of 
Sussex. 

It will be objeftcd, I foresee, that a time of perfeft calm 
flid peace throughout this vast empire, is the most proper to 
propose internal regulations of this importance \ and that 
while intestine discord rages in the whole northern continent 
of America, our attention ought to be fixed upon that most 
alarming objeft, and all our efforts employed to extinguish 
the devouring flame of a civil war. In my opinion, Sir, the 
American war is in this truly critical aera one of the strongest 
arguments for the regulations of our representation, which I 
now subrr.it to the house. During the rest of our lives, like- 
wise, I may venture to prophecy, America will be the lead- 
ing feature of this age. In our late disputes with the Ame- 
ricans, we have always taken it for granted, that the people 
of England justified all the iniquitous, cruel, arbitrary, and 
mad proceedings of administration, because they had the ap- 
prob;ition of the majority of this hou3e. The absurdity of 
such an argument is apparent, for the majority of this house 
we know speak only the sense of 5723 persons, even suppos* 
ing, according to the constitutional custom of our ancestcH^, 
the constituent had been consulted on this great national 
point as he ought to have been. We have seen in what man- 
ner the acquiescence of a lyiajority here is obtained. The 
people in the southern part of this island amount to upwards 
of five millions. The sense, therefore, of five millions can- 
not be ascertained by the opinion of not six thousand, even 
• supposing it had been colle^ed. The Americans with great 
reason insist, that the present war is carried on contrary to 
the sense of the nation, by a ministerial junto, and an ar- 
bitrary faftion, equally hostile to Ihe rights of Englishmen^ 
and the claims of Americans. The various addresses to the 
throne from jnost numerots bodies, praying that the sworA 

may 
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may be returned to the scabbard, and all hostilities cease» con- 
firm this assertion. The capital of our country has repeated- 
ly declared, by various public afts, its abhorrence of the pre- 
sent unnatural civil war, begun on principles subversive of our 
constitution. Our history rarmshes frequent instances of the 
sense of Parliament running direftly counter to the sense of the , 
nation. It was notoriously of late the case in the business of 
the Middlesex eleftion. I believe the fiift to be equally cer- 
tain in the grand American dispute, at least as to the aAual 
hostilities now carrying on against our brethren and fellow- 
subjeAs. The proposal before us will bring the case to an 
4ssue, and from a fair and equal representation of the people, 
America may at length distinguish the real sentiments of 
freemen and Englishmen. 

I do not mean, Sir, at this time, to go into a tedious detail 
of all the various proposals, which have been made for re- 
dressing this irregularity in the representation of the people. 
I will not intrude on the indulgence of the House, which I 
have always found so favourable to me. When the bill is 
brought in, and sent to a committee, it will be the proper 
time to examine all the minutiae of this great plan, and to 
determine on the propriety of what ought now to be done, 
as well as of what formerly was aftually accomplished. The 
journals of Cromwell's Parliaments prove, that a more equal 
representation was settled, and carried by him into execution. 
That wonderful, comprehensive mind embraced the whole 
of this powerful empire. Ireland was put on a par with 
Scotland, and each kingdom sent thirty members to Par- 
liament, which consistediikewise of foiir hundred from Eng- 
land and Wales, and was to be triennial. Our colonies 
were then a speck on the face of the globe j now they cover 
half the new world, I will at this time. Sir, only throw out 
general ideas, that every free agent in this kingdom should, 
in my wish, be represented in Parliament ; that the metro- 
polis, which contains in itself a ninth part of the people, and 
the counties of Middlesex, York, and others, which so great- . 
ly abound with inhabitants, should receive an increase in 
their representation; that the mean and insignificant bo- 
roughs, so emphatically styled the rotten part of our constitu- 
. tion, should be lopped off, and the eleftors in them thrown 
into the counties •, and the rich, populous, trading towns, 
Birmingham, Manch-jster, Sheffield, Leeds, and others, be 
permitted to send deputies to the great council of the nation. 

The 
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The disfiranchising of the mean^ venal, and dependent 
boroughs would be laying the axe to the root of corruption 
and treasury influence, as well as aristocratical tyranny. We 
ought equally to guard against those who sell themselves, or 
whose Lords sell them. Burgage teniires, and private pi'o-, 
perty in a share of the legislate, are monstrous absurdities 
in a free state, as well as an insult to common sense. I wish. 
Sir, an English Parliament to speak the free, unbiassed sense 
of the body of the English people, and of every man among 
us, of each individual, who may be justly supposed to be con>- 
prehended in a fair majority. The meanest mechanic, the 
poorest peasant and day-labourer, has important rights re^ 
ipe£ting his personal liberty, that of his wife and children, his 
property, however inconsiderable, his wages, his earnings, 
the very jwice and value of each day's hard labour, whidi are 
in many trades and manufafbires regulated by the power of 
Parliament. Every law relative to marriage, to the protection 
of a wife, sister, or daughter, against violence and Ixiital lust^ 
to every contraft or agreement with a rapacious or unjust 
master, interest the manufadturer, the cottager, the servant^ 
9S well as the rich subjefts of the state. Some share therefore in 
the power of making those laws, which deeply interest them, 
and to which they are expelled to pay obedience, should be 
referred even to this inferior, but most useful set of men in 
the community ; and we ought always to remember this im-» 
portant truth, acknowledged by every free state, that aU go- 
vernment is instituted for the good of the mass of the people 
to be governed 5 that they are the original fountain of power, 
and even of revenue, and in all events the. last resource. 

The various instances of partial injustice throughout this 
kingdom will likewise become the proper subjedb of enquiry 
in the course of the bill before the committee, such as the 
many freeholders in the city of London, which are not rcpre- 
jsented in this House. These freeholds, being within the 
particular jurisdiftion of the city, are excluded from giving ji 
vote in the county of ' Middlesex, and by aft of Parliament 
only liverymen can vote for members of' parliament in Lon- 
don. These and other particulars, I leave. I mention them 
now to shew the necessity of a new regulation of the represen- 
tation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, Sir, are confined to the southern part of the 
island. Scotland I leave to the care of its own careftd ^nd 
prudent sons. I hope they will spare a few moments from 
the management of the "arduous affairs of Ijigland and 

America, 
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America, which at present so much engross their time, to 
attend t6 the state of representation among their own people, 
if they have not all emigrated to this warmer and more miit* 
fttl climate. I am almost afraid the fortpfive Scottish gen^ 
tlemen among ns represent themselves. Perhaps in my plan 
for the improvement of the representation of England, ali' 
most all the natives of Scotland may be included. I sfaatt 
only remark, that the proportion of representation between 
the two countries cannot be changed. In the twenty-second 
article of the treaty of Union the number of forty-five is tn 
be the representative body in the Parliament of Great Bri* 
tain for the northern part of this island. To increase the 
members for England and Wales beyond the number of 
which the English Parliament consisted at the period of that 
treaty in 1 706, would be a breach of public faith, and a 
violation of a solemn treaty between two independent states. 
My proposition has for its basis the preservation of that com- 
pafl:, the proportional share of each kingdom in the legislative 
body remaining exa<^y according to its present establish- 
ment. 

The monstrous injustice and glaring partiality of the jpro- 
sent representation of the commons of England has been rnllr 
stat^, and is, I believe, almost universally acknowkdgec^ 
as weU as the necessity of our recurring to the great leading 
principle of our free constitution, which declares this House 
of Parliament to be only a delegated power from the people 
at large. Policy, no less than justice, calls our attention 
to this momentous point ; and reasbn, not custom, ought to 
be our guide in a business of this consequence, where the 
rights of a free people are materially interested. Without % 
true representation of the Commons our constitution is essetK 
tially defeftivej our Parliament is a delusive name, a menfe. 
phantom, and all other remedies to recover the pristine purity 
of the form of government established by our ancestors wouM 
be ineffedtual, even the shortenmg the period of Parliaments^ 
and a place and pension bill, bodbi which I highly approve, 
and think absolutely necessary. I therefore flatter myself 
Sir, that I shall have the concurrence of the House with^ 
the motion, which I have now the honour of making, " That 
leave be given to bring in a biil for a just and equal represetw 
tation of the people of England in Parliament.^ 
Mr. Alderman j^i^// seconded the motion. 
Lord N(4!th was very jocular. He said, whatever reason 
other geatlemexi. had to complain, he imagined the honour- 
able 
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ble gcritlemair was tolerably well pleased with his success in 
London and Middlesex. ' fie supposed the honourable gen- 
tleman was not serious, nor ever meant his proposition should 
go to a committee. If he should prevail, he assured him it 
would cause great discontent ; and he would find it no easy 
task to prevail on those who had an interest in the boroughSf 
«n which he bestowed so many hard names, to sacrifice to ideal 
schemes of reformation, so beneficial a species of propertyy 
His Lordship* entered into a physical, chirurgical, and politi- 
cal disquisition on the nature and effefb of amputations m ge- 
neral, as operating on the body natural and body politic ; and 
shewed how dangerous such experiments have proved, ahd 
the risque of overthrowing or dissolving the constitutions such 
cxjperiments were intended to correft and amend. He thought 
the proposition could do no good, and might do much harm ; 
and added^ that he did not approve of it. 

Mr. Wilkes made a short reply; and the question being put, 
it passed in the negative, without a division. 

Order for second reading of the bill for the better supply of 
mariners and seamen on board the King's ships and merchants? 
ihqps (being to employ foreign seamen, not exceeding in num- 
ber, on board one vessel, three-fourths of her .crew.) 

Hon. 2". Lutterell s2a6, he would maintain the veracity of hit 
assertions in a former debate on naval affairs, and which had 
•been publicly called in question in another place by the first 
naval authority in Great Britain. He said, that the same noble 
earl had likewise in that other place [meaning, no doubt, 
the House of Lords] positively, and with consummate ef- 
frontery, denied, that any vagrants had been admitted on 
board the King's ships, and had recourse to the miserable sub- 
terfiige, when a noble Duke, [his Grace of Richmond] pro-; 
duced the minute books of the last sessions for Hampshire, of 
protesting, that though this'^was a proof of commitment on 
the part of the magistrates, it was no proof of their having 
been received on board any of his Majesty's vessels ; and that 
he was particularly careful to preserve the morals of the sea^ 
inen by preventing such wretches as those spokenof firom be- 
ing entered for the naval service. He produced the dearest 
testimony, that several of those vagrants, whose names had 
•been iread in the other house by the noble Duke before- 
mentioned, were on the first day of February last delivered 
by the gaoler at Gpsport on board his Majesty^s frigate Grey- 
-hound, Captain Dickson, lately gone to America. He wish- 
ed /the ministers to recoiled wkit happened from, a similar 

measiirc 
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measure In 1755, when, for the purpose of getting men for 
Admiral Boscawen's fleet, the outcasts of the prisons were^ 
by an order of Privy Council, couch^ in the same terms 
vnth a recent one, admitted on boards and cost no less than 
two thousand hves in the squadron of eleven ships of the line^ 
within the space of eight months. He reprehended in very 
severe terms, what he called the supercilious confidence with 
^hich the noble lord [Lord Sandwich] contradi Aed the most 
notorious fa&, and asserted day after day falshoods so very 
glaring, that he had no chance to escape being deteded^ 
though lie infamously shut the door to all official mformatlon 
w:hatever, unless derived from himself in person; going to so 
extraordinary length, as to desire that professional men might 
be referred to an audience with him to be convinced that they 
knew nothing of a service, to the theory and practice of which 
they had devoted the better part of their lives, and which he 
odly could possess in ideal presumption. He shewed the 
we^ state of the nineteen guard-ships ; that their present 
complements, scarcely exceeded altogether 6000 men, and 
their war establishment, to be fit for addon, would exceed 
12,000; that to procure the other 6000 upon an emergency 
yon would be obliged to disman at least 1000 trading vessels 
of dififerent sorts; for the raw men, such as ploughmen or 
menial servants, could never be taken for a squadron that 
was to relieve Gibraltar in case of a siege, or to protedt Ir^ 
land, or to cover the British coasts. The marines, he said, 
were mostly in America. The French and Spaniards will 
have by the latter end of next month, in their several ports 
of the Mediterranean and the Bay of Biscay, near 30 men of 
war of the line ready for aftual service, and may, if they 
judge expedient, by means of their registers, augment that 
number to at least 40 within the same space of time. The * 
utmost exertion of this country could not find maritime re* 
sources nearly equal to that strength of the House of Bouiv 
bon, in case of a threatened Invasion, under five or six months. 
The ships foi^ America have scarce any able seamen at all. 
The l<e Blonde, commanded by Captain Pownall, on whom 
Lord Sandwich had bestowed such lavish compliments for 
completely manning his ship in a few days, had in &d, when 
she sailed from Chatham, only 30 able seamen out of 220. 
The Flora, another frigate of 32 guns, had only four able 
seamen when she left that port> and was obliged to borrow 50 
men from the Ramillies guard-ship to carry her out of the rir 
verMedway to Blackstakcs. A very diligent officer at one 

of 
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t^ the rcftdczvous atationt in 18 flays was able to procure 
five seamen only ; and Lord Howe's own ship, the Eagle^ 
had on Saturday last scarce more than 40 seamen out of about 
108 nominal sailors, t great part of which 108 Were lent 
from the yachts, and for occasional operations, and her ftili 
complement, as a 64 gun ship, is 520 men. He asked ho^ 
this state rf the flag-ship, which had been several weeks 
cdmmissioned, and vrzs, at so central a department for the re- 
ception of volunteers, agreed with the hoble Earl's asiisertio^, • 
fl^ the character of the commander was sufficient at thk 
time to supply the ship's complement expeditiously and con*- 
l^etcly. Did the noble Earl mean, when he observed, that 
kc should further the naval service by putting less reliance olft 
the admiralty board, and more confidence in the captains, 
to throw the miscarriage in raising men off his own shouklers, 
upon those gentlemen, and hope by that means to shelter 
himself from the censure and vengeance of his insulted coun« 
try ? The censure of his country he had long and deservedly 
l>cen in possession of; and there was every appearance, that 
if he purtued the same profligate and imposing c»eer, 
the vengeaiice of f his nation must very soon overtake hkn. 
*the noble Earl had said in another place, that more had 
1>een done within two months by the aiftivity and talents of 
the present admiralty board, than during the whole course 
itf the last glorious war. If the noble Earl meant by more 
having been done, that more mischief had been done, and 
more absurd and reprehensible afts, he heartily joined issue 
with him; but certain it is, that more good was done at the 
tdmiralty board in two months when Lord Anson presided 
there, than during the whole five years of the present first 
commissioner's naval administration. 

Sir Hugh Palliser denied the fafts relative to the deficiency 
tjf seamen, and said, that all the ships gone to America were 
perfeftly well manned and equipped for service. As to the 
vagrants, he said he knew nothing of them ; but was clearly 
of opinion they ought not to be received aboard. 

Governor Johnstone strongly condemned the measure of ad- 
mitting on board his Majesty's ships men of slovenly, proflf- 
gate, slothful habits, to vitiate the good discipline and order 
of the generality of the lower order in the profession. 

Lord North said, a vagrant or two mJght accidentaUy have 
feeen admitted; and censured Mr. Luttrell as disorderly, for 
lepeating what had passed in the other House* 

Hon* 
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Hon. T, Luttrell said the vagrants gone from Winchester 
gaol, were an inconsiderable part of a great numbor that he 
could prove to have been sent on bou-d the King's ships from 
other quarters ; and as to referring to the debates of the other 
House, he appealed to the gentlemto present, whether he was 
Bot justified in so doing, from the example of that pattern q£ 
good order, wisdom, and redlitude, the Earl of Sandwich, who 
had in the House of Lords reviled him in the most indecent 
terms for what had been said in the House of Commons ; aiKl 
falsely imputed the part he had taken in the present distraftcd 
condition of navy affairs, and misconduft of ministers, to pcr- 
ional spleen, ignorance and rancour. 

The bill was committed. 

March 22. 

In committee on the bill. 

The Hon. T. Luttrell offered an amendment, to excqit tte 
natives, and naturalized subjedls of France and Spain. He 
observed, that though this bill was almost verbatim the saxne 
as that in 1775 $ yet it should be considered, that from the 
nature of that war, the French seamen were of course afanost 
out of the case, and so were those belonging to the whole 
House of Bourbon ; and as to the Genoese, who carry on the 
greatest coasting trade of any of the Italian po\irers, their na» 
tural or bigotted attachment to France, put them also out of 
the case; as a proof of this, it was weU known that M. de 
Gallisoniere's fieet, in 1756, was almost half manned by the 
natives of that republic. This bill, he said, was giving bet- 
ter encouragement to our natural enemies, than our own ma- 
riners ; for the former might enter into our merchants ser- 
vice, wtdiottt a rilk of being pressed, as we could by'^no means . 
compel them to serve on board the King's ships : and it was this 
apprehension that deterred the seamen of this country from 
Agreeing with the merchants ; for they would find it more to 
their advantage to go over to Holland, or any remote trading 
country, tod accept of the current wages there, than serve 
against their fellow-subjefts of America, carrying flaughter and 
unprofitable plunder along the coasts of that fated continent, 
for the hire of 24 shillings per montli. — So, in faft, if this bill 
passed in its present fcrm, so far from encreasing our naval 
strength, it would only weaken it, by exchanging British scac 
men tor French, Spaniards, and Russians. 

•Right Hon* T, Townshend seconded the motion.. 
■ Sir Grey Cooper said, when a similar bill to this passed in 
1755, at the breaking out of the late war, not one of the con- 

sequencs 
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sequences stated by tb,e hon.. gt^ntleman who moved the dause, 
were complained of, felt, or imagined. 

The committee divided $ for the amendment 2a» against 
it 53,— Adjourned to March 25. 

March 25-. 
A bill having been brought in by Mr. Joliffe, for laying a 
tax upon dogs, in order to ease the poor rates, the order of the 
day was to go into a committee on the bill, and the motion be- 
ing made for the Speaker to leave the chair, it passed inr the 
iiegative> and the bill, of course, was dropt. 
March 26. 
Third reading of the bill for the better supply of mariners 
and seamen to serve in his Majesty's and merchant ships. . 

Hon. r. Luttrell said the bill would destroy the British nur- 
series for seamen (of late years confined by adls of the legisla- 
ture within narrow limits) and establish nurseries for foreign- - 
ers, who are our rivals in commerce, and in them thesovo* 
rdgnty of the seas. He stated the bad policy of instructing, 
the Russians to excel in seamanship, and making our natural 
enemies of France and Spain perfeftly acquainted with out 
ports, our fortresses, and arsenals in Qreat Britain and the 
colonies: he said, that this bill, added to the measure of 
employing foreign vessels to carry the German mercenaries to 
America> effeftually repealed all the navigation afls, unless 
it were admitted that such foreign vessels were seizable, and 
would become legal captures. This bill was direftly coun- 
ter to our treaties with the African powers, and to our 
passes for the Mediterranean, and Levant trade ; which passes 
state, that two-thirds of the crew shall be natives or natu- 
ralized subjedls of Great Britain. That from the continued, 
communication with the Barbary-rovers, which must be the 
consequence of this bill, and the admission of Levant-sea- 
men, there would be much danger of the plague, the only 
calamity wanted to perfeft the present picture of distress, 
and of sinister fatality to the nation, when we have battle, 
murder, famine, and nearly a state of bankrupcy ; but nor 
thing ever so impolitic, ever so rash, ever so desperate, was 
to check our career in prosecuting the most unjust, barbarous, 
disgraceful and destruiftive war to be foimd in the annals of 
any civilized nation since the commencement of the world. — 
Foreigners were to compose our army in America, foreigners 
to take charge of our most important garrisons in Europe i 
two-thirds ol our commercial fleets, to be manned by foreign- 
ers, and foreigners (the Scotch-Dutch) to have possession 

7 of 
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Df PottsiikHiths Plymouth^ and the very c^iitre of your exn<^ 
Ipirc. ' y'- 

Sir George Tonge said, two things struck him, which he 
could not help taking notice of: The first was, the necessity 

• that drove administration to adopt the present expedient ; the 
Other, that it went, directly to weaken that ipecies of strengttu 

• which was our only sure protection against any schemes of 
ambition, revenge, or national envy, which might be fortir- 
cd on the continent. The first did not barely furnish an argu- 
ment^ that the present war carrying on against our brethren 
in America, was an unpopular war 5 it carried dtmonstr^- 
tidii with it, that the body of the people condemned it; and 

•that it was unaccompanied by thit degree of convidlion and 
approbation sufficient to rouse the spirit of the English na- 
tion> which ihust be always convinced of the justice of the 
cause they are called to support, before they engage in it 
with firmness and alacrity. On the second point, he insist^ 
cd)| that as soon as we became dependent on rival nations for 
seamen to serve, on board our ships of war, or mariners to 
navigate our trading vessels, at that instant our maritime 
power, and consequently our great commercial importance, 
.wpuld be at an end. He lamented the present state of qur 
public affairs, and the impolitic measures pursuing against. 
America. He foresaw nothing but inevitable destruction. 
He feared there were many violent spirits on both sides of the 
Atlantic. A faint prospect of conciliation appeared on the 
opening of the session : that, however, through the means of 
some dangerous, dark, over-ruling influence, was quite va- 
nished 5 and all hopes of any sort of healing measures were 
now entirely over. 

. Lord North said, the same sort of law was passed at the 
commencement of the late war, and that very singular ad- 
vantages were then derived from it to the naval strength and 
commercial interests of this country. 
There was no division. The bill passed. 

Cofy of Lieutenant General G^igt^i requisition for 11,500/. dated 

the "jth of Jbebruary^ ^775* 

Sir, ^ Boston y Fehruary 7, 177$^ 

IN obedience to the orders of the Lords Commissioners of 

his Majesty's Treasury, I have the honour to inclose a copy 

of my letter to the honourable John Watts, Esq. agent to 

the contradtors for supplying moiley for his Majesty's forces 

in North America; requiring him to prepare the sum of 

Vol- IIL O aojOooL 
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^0,090!. sterling,, for tbc cofitingcint or *ciami9s4in9fy W- 
pences of his Majesty's forces in North America for thfJ fift- 
suing quarter. ... 

You will also receive, by this oco^sioiiy a copy ci^nyXf^f^ 
to Colin Drummondy £sq. ^ent to the cpDtra£):QrvjBi &r 9^- 
plying money for his Majfssty's forces in North AiQerim»l 
•'requiring him to prepare the sum of j.5ooL.s|erli^g, for jooa-* 
,tingent or extraqrdiniiry expei^ces <rf Hi^ .M?yc$ty's :io0ie$ in 
_North America for the ei^suing quarter. 

I have the honour to be* with gr^at regftrd^ 
Sir, 
•yohn Robinson^ Esq. Your most obedient liuiTibk Scrvantt 
Treasury Chambers. T»ow4S Gm»^ 

SiR> Bostony February 7, 1775* 

THE Lordi Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, hav- 
ing been pleased to desire, that I should give you notice in 
writing of the sums of money that will be wanted in eadi quar* 
ter to defray the contingent and extraordinary expences of his 
Majesty's forces under my comihand ; I am therefore to sic- 
quaint. you, that the sum of 2o,oool. sterling will, as nearly as 
the same can be calculated, be wanting to answer said expences 
for the ensuing quarter, at this place, New York atid Halifex. 

I am, Sir, §cc* 

Homitrable yohn Watts^ Esq. agent, 
to the contfaElors for supplying Money 
for his Mnjestfs forces in North Ame^ 
rica, at New York, 

Sir, Boston, February TfiTjg, 

THE Lords Comipisbioners of his Majesty's Treasury, hav^ 
ing been pleased to desire, that I should give you notice v;k 
writing of the sums of money that will be wanted in each 
quarter, to defray the contingent and extraordinary expences 
of. bis Majesty's forces under my command 5 I am tnerefore to 
acquaint you, that the sum of 1500I. sterling, will as ne^tf-ly as 
the same can be cajcu^ted, be wanting to answer said expences 
for the ensuing quarter, in the province of Quebec. . 

I am^ Sir^ Sfc. 

Colin Drummondy Esq. agent fo the 
€OtitraSlors for fupplying money for his 
Majestfs forces in North America, al 
^tebec. jC^ 
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tify of I4n(iemifit General GfigeV reqtdsiAmfif ftOjpooL <to«f 

/!& 17/i rfJprU, 1775. 

Sir, BodmyApril i^^iTj^. 

IN obedience to the orders of the Lords Commissioners of 

hit Majeitty's Treamuy, I have the honour to inclose a copy 

of cjdy letter to the'hpnoprable John Watts, Esq. agent to the 

cof^y^prs lor supplpne money for his Majest/s forces in 

jtlorth Axnerica ; requiring him to prepare the further sum of 

•^0,000)* sterling, for the contingent or extraordinary expences 

fHoiA Majesty's forces in North America, for the present quar* 

j|€|> I have the honour to be, wkh great regard. 

Sir, 
lUis RMsA$$i Esq. your most obedient humble servant, 
Ureafury Ubamtprs. Thomas Gags. 

Sir, Bostotiy jiprll 17, 1775. 

THE Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, hav- 
ing been pleased to desire, that I should give you noiice in 
Wfiting, of the sums of money that will be wanted in each 
quarter, to defray the contingent and extraordinary exjpences 
of his Majesty's forces under my command \ I am thcretore to 
acquaint you, that the further sum of 20,oool. sterling, will be 
Wanted to answer said expences for the present quarter. 

I am. Sir, &^* 
HonmraMe yishn Watts ^ Esq. agent 
to the (^ontraBors for supplying money 
for hif Majesty s forces in iforib Anie^ 
rica^ at New Tori. 

Boston, Mdy 23, 177^^ 
The like requisition by General G^ge for io,oooC in the 
same terms. 

Soston,yuneif tyj^m 
The like requi4tion by General Gage, for 2o,oooL 

Boston, July 22y 1775. 
The like requisition by General Gage, for 20 oool. 

Boston August 7, X775» 
The like reqni^on by General Gage, for 40,000!. 

Boston^ September ^Of ^775* 
The like requisition by General Gage, for ioo,oqoL 

Boston, Novetnbet i, I77y» 
1^ like requisition by General Howe, for ioo,oool. in the 
santf terms* 

Boston, yanpary i, 1775* 
The like requbftion by General Howe, for lopjoool. 
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March 27. 
' Mr. Burhe moved for leave to bring in a bill ** to prevent 
the inhuman praftice of plundering ships wrecked on the 
coast of Great Britain ; and for the further relief of ships in 
distress on said coast.," He said, he thought something ought 
to be done to prevent such shameful and horrid prances as 
had been frequently committed on the several coasts of this 
kingdom, scarcely a winter passing but our public prints con^- 
tained accounts which were a disgrace to any civilized coun^ 
try 5 such matters ought not to pass unnoticed and unpunished. 
He «aid, that commei'cial countries, particularly this, which 
prided itself so much on its national honour, should take care 
to do every thing possible in its power to discourage such out- 
rageous proceedings. 

The I^ord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] opposed the mof iQR. He 
thought the remedy would be worse than the disease; that the 
laws in being were sufficient, if well executed ; and observed, 
that the same bill had been brought in last session, but after it 
was read a second time, was, in his opinion, very properly 
thrown out. ' 

Lordj Mulgrave said, he had no obje£lion to the bill. He 
thought some remedy ought to be applied to prevent ah evil 
which must be a disgrace to any country where it was permit- 
ted ; but he doubted of the efficacy of any law brought in on 
the phn now proposed. 

Mr. Rashleigh said, he lived near the sea-coast, where 
such melancholy accidents, hq was sorry to say, too fre- 
quently happened ; yet he could affirm, from his own know- 
ledge, as well as by every thing he could learn concerning 
the matter, that the plundering ships, was generally pre- 
vented by the assiduity and exertions of the neighbouring 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Rice said, the laws in being were sufficient to prevent 
the mischief, and no new law would answer any eifedlual pur- 
pose, if the gentlemen of property and consequence in the 
neighbourhood were remiss in their duty. 

Sir Grey Cooper said he would vote for the motion, be- 
cause, if negatived, it would have a very strange appear- 
ance in the votes, that a bill bearing such a title should be 
stopped in the first instance, but desired it might not be un- 
derstood that he meant to vote for or support the bill after it 
was brought in. 

Sir George Tonge said, he lived in a maritime county, and 
insisted th^ execution of the present laws depended on the 

magistrates \ 
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magistrates ; wherever any injury therefore was sustained, it 
was owing to their neglect ; hence it followed, that jGraming 
new laws, without ensuring their punctual execution, ¥ras do- 
ing nothing. 

Mr. Burike said, it seemed very extraordinary, that the 
first magistrate of the first trading city in the world, should 
oppose a bill designed to protect the property of persons con- 
cerned in trade and commerce. He hoped, however, before 
the matter was further pursued, that gentlemen would risCf 
declare their sentiments, and take a decided part. For his 
part, he had no particular reason for pushing such a law. It 
is true, he thought it might be of service, but if the House 
disapproved of it, there his task ended, and he should chear- 
fully acquiesce in whatever it determined. He entreated* 
therefore, that gentleman would speak out, and not permit 
the bill to be brought in, merely for an opportunity to throw 
it out, after trouble and time had been spent in framing and 
bringing it in. The question being put, the bill was ordered 
in by a majority of 56 to 13. 

March 28, 
No debate ; thin house. 

March 29. 
No debate ; only 36 members. 
Adjourned to April i. 

April I. 

Lord North moved for leave to bring a bill to authorize, 
for a time to be limited, the punishment by hard labour of 
oflFenders, who for certain crimes are now liable to be trans- 
ported to any of his Majesty's colonies and plantations. 

Mr. y. Johtjitone said, he saw no reason why felons might 
not be sent to the West India islands, or to Falkland's island \ 
but he forgot, for he supposed a pusillanimous administra- 
tion, who had betrayed the honour and charafter of this 
country, to every petty, shabby state in Europe, and reserv- 
ed all their spirit for the purpose of oppressing and massacring 
their fellow-subjcdts in America, probably in the prevail- 
ing rage of ministerial cringing and subsidizing, had given up 
that island, which cost this notion some millions, by private 
agreement to Spain. The motion was agreed to, and a bill 
ordered in. 

Mr. D. Hartley, The noble Lord, who presides in the de- 
partment of the revenue, having announced to the House, 
that he intends to lay the state of the nation before ys, on 

the 
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the first day of business after the recess ; I hope that it w3l 
not appear foreign to that purpose, if I suggest to them the 
necessity of some proper materials being laid upon the table> 
by the help of which we may be better prepared to enter 
upon so important a discussion. The state qf the national 
revenue and expenditure, together with the sufficiency and in- 
Mifficiency of the national powers, are very properiy termed 
by the very noble Lord, to be the state of the nation. It is a^ 
subjeft of such infinite importance, that I need make no apo- 
logy to the House, in the present state of things, for recom"* 
mending a prudent forecast of the ruinous consequences, 
which must inevitably attend the civil war with our colo- 
nies, into which this nation is so blindly and precipitately 
driven by its ministers. The enormity of the expence, whrch 
1 shall endeavour to explain to you under the several branches 
.of this day, is but the least part of the evil Even what ad- 
ministration would call success, would be more irrecoverable 
ruin, by destroying the very source of wealth and strength to 
this country, than almost any anticipation of the revenue in 
the first instance. 

These are matters of such importance, that I should think 
myself highly criminal, and a deserter of the trust reposed 
in me as a member of Parliament, if I did not offi^r to the 
House, witli great deference, such materials and information 
as have fallen in my own way, in the course of my best en- 
deavours to obtain information for myself, on the subjeft of 
the public revenue. Reposing myself upon that candour of 
the House which I have so often experienced, I will endea- 
vour to state a few plain fadls and plain consequences, with- 
out partiality or bias, without respeft of persons, and without 
fear or favour. 

It is so much the more necessary that we should come to 
some ' explicit understanding of these matters, as the most 
profound secrecy and concealment have been praftised to 
keep alarming truths from the public eye, and false pre- 
tences have been thrown out to amuse the credulous con- 
fidence of this House. It is not many months ago, (no longer 
than the last session) that any member, who got up to warn 
yon of the serious and fatal consequences of the war then re- 
commended against America, was laughed at in his place \ 
the very suggestion was treated as being so ridiculous, that 
the minister proposed to you to begin by disarming 5 ' by 
voting four thousand seamen less than you had kept the 
year before ; and not many days after the meeting of the 

JtiCW. 
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new Parliament, a vote of a three shilling land-tax was pro- 
posed, with a view to sooth the landed men into a confiden- 
tial compliance with the measures of administration, and into 
the adoption of this fatal war. That this step was taken 
with no other view than to quiet and to prevent the alarms 
of the landed interest is past dispute, because the vote for 
the three shilling land-tax was passed before -Christmas, 
though the bill was not brought in till after the holidays 5 
ithe vote therefore was studiously thrown out before-hand, to 
prevent the discontents that might happen, and to mislead 
the public into a fallacious dependence, that a few superficial 
and unimportant discontents in America, as they were then 
represented to be, would soon be subdued. Under this decep- 
tion, the landed gentlemen in this House have been trepanned 
by every artifice, and the public out of doors have been way- 
laid by every insidious practice to induce them to acquies- 
■cence> in the dependance that ministry would guarantee 
'their country against the evils only suggested by groundless 
fear. Where are we now ? Have not our forebodings beea 
more than realized ? Has it been arrant folly in administra- 
tion, to plunge us into our present situation ; or, has it beea 
downright treachery afore-thought, to lead their unsusped- 
ing countiT', step by step, into an irreconcileable civil war, ta 
dip Great Britain and America in blood, and to cut oflf the 
retreat to peace and safety.? 

Whichever be the case, the administration have now 
at least forfeited all claim to the confidence of this House 
and of the pubhc. We are now told, with great composure, 
by those very men who but a few months ago, laughed 
to scorn every foreboding word of prudence, that the whole 
power of this country is unequal to the undertakmg ; ajtid 
that however reasonable it might have been last year to have 
foreseen the immensity of the war, yet that Parliament in 
the last session would not have been disposed to have granted 
more expensive aids, and therefore that no more were then 
applied for : but that we are now dipt in, and must wade 
through. If an army of fifty thousand men, and one hundred 
ships of force, are now found necessary, the word to Parlia^ 
ment is, you must go through, there is no retreat : it must 
be done. Every corner of the three kingdoms is to be ran^ 
sacked for recruits ; every power in Europe is to be solicite4 
for mercenary aid ; every trading vessel heretofore employed 
in the American commerce, is now destined to transport 
the means of destroying the commercial wealth of Great 

Britain, 
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Britain, and all the sources of its naval empire. The no- 
ble lord has announced to us, that he will, upon the 19th 
of this month, lay before us the most speedy and efFeftual 
way of accomplishing these important objefts ; and that is 
what, I presume, he calls, laying before us the state of the 
nation. 

As I wish the public may no longer be deceived, but 
that they may be put into possession of the reall state of 
b&Sy and of the probable expeftation of consequences, t 
shall offer to the House some motions for the proper mate- 
rials to be prepared and laid before us, to be our guide and 
assistance in forming our judgment and decision. The three 
great branches of national expcnce are, the navy, the army, 
and the ordnance ; and each of these branches is divided 
into two parts, viz. expences which are voted upon specific 
estimates, and extraordinary expences which are incurred 
every year in the three services, partly at the discretion of 
the respective commanders, and partly at the discretion of 
the ministry in their Several departments. These extraor- 
dinaries in former times were kept within narrow bouiids, 
but of late years they are grown- to an enormous amount^ 
almost equal to the expences voted in each service upon esti- 
mate ; which latitude, thus negligently and tacitly allowed 
to ministers in dispensing the public purse, has been, and I 
fear will continue to be, the cause of a mofl ruinous waste 
of the public revenue. As to the present year, the House 
have before them all the expences of the American war^ 
which have been formed into specific estimates : but the 
tiiimeasurable part of the expence will be in the secret and 
hidden class of extraordinarieS, left to the unrestrained 
discretion of ministers, commanders, commissaries, and con- 
traftors. The House and the public are amused with no-, 
minal estimates, while this bottomless giilph is opened be- 
hind us, and not to be satiated but with the last farthing. 
If experience can teach us wisdom, it is high time that we 
were possessed of it. This chaos of extraordinaries may, 
doubtless, be reduced to some reasonable shape of computa- 
tion. Ministers will hardly tell this House seriously, that 
they have not the least measure of what they recoiT>mend 
or undertake ; nor, I think, would it be very decent for them 
to come in the next session with a boundless demand of 
debts incurred upon the confidence which we arc now de- 
sired to repose in them, and to tell us then, we foresaw all 

these 
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these expences, but we concealed them carefully from you, 
that we might lead you insensibly on. 

Then let us forecast the account now. — ^I shall begin with 
the navy. The motion which I shall make upon the subject 
of the navy is copied word for word out of the journals upon 
a former occasion, and a very accurate estimate was made in 
return, of the probable expence of the navy, article by ar^ 
tide : Therefore I am sure the minister can give us this in* 
formation if he will. 

My motion is, " That there be laid before this House aii 
estimate of the probable expence of his Majesty's navy for 
the present year, distinguished under proper heads, upon the 
Services voted by this House ; shewing also hov far the said 
expence may probably exceed or fall short of the sums al- 
ready voted for those services j and also an estimate of the 
probable expence of transports and vidhialling during the pre- 
sent year." 

My second and third motions, respecting the extraordina- 
ries of the army, and ordnance for land-service, are nearly to 
the same effciSl, vi2. 

' ** That an estimate of the probable amount of the extraor- 
dinary services likely to be incurred by his Majesty's land 
forces in one year, from March 9th, 1776, be prepared, and 
kid before this House." 

*^ That an estimate of the probable expence of the office' 
of ordnance for land service, during the present year, over and 
above the provision already made in this session of Parliament^ 
be prepared, and laid before this House." 

These are the materials which, as it seems to me, arc ne- 
cessary for us to form our judgment upon. Many of them may . 
be estimated with great accuracy ; and, from the experience 
and assistance of the official lights which the noble lord ha^ 
access to, he may give us a general view of the whole pro- 
bable expence of the year. This is what I should call laying 
the state of the nation before us. By this time of the year, 
which is the month of April, you ought to have formed your 
plans. You cannot be ignorant of the number of ships 
which are destined for sea-service for this year. You know 
the complement of men for each' rate ; therefore you may 
know by how many they, will exceed the number of seamen 
voted by Parliament. In the forming such an estimate, the 
board of admiralty can give you a list of the seamen to be 
employed, the paymaster of the marines can send you the 
number of marines. The value of stores contracted for, and 

to 
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to be purchased for ships> and building-^arda^ and ropc-yardst 
ought to be minutely known, or else how is the navy to be 
provided ? I will read you three or four principal beads of 
cxpcnce in the estimate of the navy, which was returned to 
this House on thef 2d of May, 177^, (and which is printed in 
the journals) upon the very identical motion that I offer to 

Jou now. Take them as a specimen that the estimates that 
now ask for may be v^ methodically made out, unless you 
are determined to with-hold every requisite information £rom 
this House. 

Value of stores and materials contraSfed for and to be pur* 

chased for his Majesty's ^ships and yards. 
IVages to inferior officers and- workmen in his Majestfs several 

docl-yardSf &c^ 
Value of stores and materials for the use of the several rope* 

yards. 
Wages to seamen, calculated uppn the list received, front the 
admiralty^ of ships to be employed at sea in the course of the 
year. 
Value of provisions to be purchased, &c. &c. . * . 
These are enough for a specimen 5 the farther distribution 
of the heads of naval estimates may be seen in the original 
paper itself in your journals. 

Let us know what we are doing. What is it that you 
cannot compute ? Have you not made provision for stores 
and materials necessary to careen, repair, and refit your 
fleet at Halifax ? or, if that place should fall into the hands 
of the Provincials, have you made no supplemental provi- 
sion for the safety of the navy at the distance of three 
thousand miles ? Let Us have the option whether wc will 
seek our safety (more frugally at least) by a timely recon-* 
ciliation with the once hospitable shore of America, or 
upon the dependance of some wild estimates of administra- 
tion, made for commissaries and contraftors ; or, which is 
most probable, must we patiently stand by the consequences 
of theit total negleft of every prudent and necessary precaui* 
tion? 

As for the extraordinaries of the land service,^ some esti- 
mate may likewise be made of them, as well as of the na^ 
val extraordinaries \ or, how are they to be provided -for ? 
What else is to guide administration in the execution of 
tfieir own plan ? Does not general Howe inform the admi- 
nistration, from time to time, what necessaries he may stand 
in need of? His general letters of requisition during the 

last 
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last campaign, are now lying "upon the table; and the noble 
Lord has told us, that the ministry do from time to time 
receive letters of more explanatory detail, according as he 
foresees such or such necessary services. Look at the bill of 
extras for the last year: they are not classed methodically 
into heads, of Supply to the forces at Boston — at Montreal — 
^lebecy &c. — Cloathing and accoutrements—^Forage — Live-^ 
stock-^P^egetahles — Beer^^ &c. &c. Have you calculated any" 
of these, to reduce them within some estimable compass ? 
or diO you merely hold out your measure to the ruinous 
profusion of commissaries, and the merciless avidity of cori- 
traftors ? 

The last estimate of extraordinaries that I apply for, is . 
from the board of ordnance. Will you tell us, that they are 
still at a loss for their computation? Is their powder not 
yet shipped ? Are their guns not yet cast ? Are their scaling- 
ladders not yet made? Are their baggage-waggons not yet 
built? Give us the best account you have; if it be but 
an estimate of the waggons which were reviewed the other 
day by the master-general of the ordnance in Portman- 
square. 

You may give plain and direft answers to these entjuiries, 
if you mean well : It is not a captious or perplexing estimate 
that I ask for, to an ounce of powder, or a gun-lock, or a 
hand-spike, I speak upon the scale of millions. You either 
cannot give these estimates, or you will not. If you will 
not, speak out, that we may know what we have to depend 
upon. If you acknowledge that you cannot, then will yoii 
dare to undertake the condu(n: of that war of which you con- 
fess your own inability to form even an idea or an estimate ? 
Will this House, will the public at large, commit a proposed 
armament of thirty, forty, or fifty thousand men, with a 
hundred ships' of force, at the distance of three thousand miles, 
and upon a line of action of fifteen hundred, with the national 
honour at stake, to the hands of those men, who profess 
their inability to form any estimate but for the emolu- 
ment of commissaries and contradlors? , 

If the ministers will condescend to lay the true state of the 
nation fully before Parliament, the question will then be 
fairly before this House and the public, whether they will, 
with their eyes open, enter into a civil war, which in any 
event must feed upon, and exhaust every vital source of this 
country, at the certain expence of ten or twelve millions for 
tills year? Whether they will double that expence' in the next" 

Vox,. III. Q campaign? 
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campaign ? And whether they will, in a third year, commit 
themselves, helpless, exhausted, and defenceless, to the mercy 
of France or Spain, and of every power in Europe that 
can build its future prosperity upon our ruin ? Have we for- 
ot that it was the discontent of taxes and anticipations in the 
ast war that brought us down, when in the fiill career of vic- 
tory a\'er the hereditary enemies of this country, to become 
t-ie humble suitors of a timid peace? That it was this want 
of forecast in the day of our then prosperity, which has en- 
tailed upon us thjit load of millions which both then and since 
have severely served to quicken the sense of humiliating resti- 
tutions, and the regret of viftories wantonly thrown away ? 
—Then let us be wiser now. The estimates that I call for 
are not only in the highest degree necessary, but perfectly 
prafticable. To tell us, that the precedent from which 1 
take my example, of the naval estimates delivered in 1772, 
was in the time of peace, is only saying, that it was less ne- 
cessary then than it is now. My only reason for making 
this motion now is, because we are nol» at peace. Nor can 
the wisest of us all foresee the day^ if you proceed a single 
step farther in tliese fatal measures, when this country may 
return to peace again. 

I have now explained to the House the substance and view 
of my motions for estimates, which I fear will not be com- 
plied with, as I see no token of consent,^ or of any disposition 
on the other side of the House, to depart from their custo- 
mary secrecy and silence: If the noble tiOrd, with liis bet- 
ter lights and superior abilities, will lay before us the proper 
estimates and information, my end will be answered. If 
not, I can only offer to the House (what I qould not offer to 
them as an objc6l of any attention but at a dead lift) my poor 
services to hunt out these matters of inquiry, upon such lights 
as are not conjined witliln the pale of offici;il departments. 

The whole extent of my proposition is this; either that 
the noble Lord would lay before this House the best evidence 
and information upon the case, by authentic estimates 5 or 
that he will allow me to oira* my conjedlurai estimates, as a 
ground for the House to come to some opinion upon ; or 
that he will give himself the trouble to point out in what 
parts he may think them materially erroneous. 

Having no wish to misrepresent, and hardly room to exag- 
gerate, I commit myself frcvily to the candour of the House in 
the iiivesti;^at ion of th^^se necessary points of information, in 
which we are not likely to receive any assistance from more 

authentic 
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authentic estimates. I will endeavour to be as distinS and 
methodical as I can, at the same time trusting that the noble 
Lord will not cavil with me for little matters. Points of mi- 
nute accuracy may be reserved for some other day. A few 
thousands more or less make no difference in my argument 5 
I speak upon the scale of millions. 

To bring the whole question into one point of view, we 
should state the following particulars : 

First, The sums already voted upon estimate £. 

for the present year - - - 6,157,000 

2dly, The sum remaining to vote upon esti- 
mate, computed at , - - - 750,000 
3dly, The probable excess of the expences of 
th« navy, army, and ordnance, over and above 
. the provisions already made, computed at 5>3bo,ooo 

:'. These three sums will make the total of the 

. cxpence of 1776 - - - 12,207,000 

To which we must add, 
4thly, The amount of the present out-stand- 
ing debts, viz. 
Navy debt on 31 Dec. 1775 - 2,698,000 
Exchequer bills - - 1,250,000 

Civillistdebt,asstatcdbyLordStair 800,000 

4,748,000 

Making a gross total of - 16,955,000 

Deducing from this total, 
5thly, One year's produce of the ordinary re- 
vdaue, computed at- - - - 4,950,000 

The remainder unprovided for will then be - 12,005,000 
If the expence of the extraordinaries should exceed the 
proportion above stated, of which I can have no doubt, if 
this armament goes on according to its present train, just in 
the same proportion will this last unprovided sum oiP twelve 
millions and ^vc thousand pounds be increased. To avoid 
the least imputation of aggravating matters, I have stated the 
extras of the three services at no more than five millions three 
hundred thousand pounds; and I desire that it may be re- 
membered that this was my reason : We may compute the. 
least possible sum, but the greatest possible amount is incom- 
putable. I will not ventm-e to say what that may be. This 
is the true state of the question in one view, without aggrava- 

Q 2 tion 
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tion o£ colburing. Upon the balance of this year there wiH 
temain unprovided for, the sum of twelve millions, or perhaps 
Bi sreat deal more. 

I vrill no.w enter, as shortly, as I can, into the detail,, ta justify 
the estimates of the "several articles as I offer them, to thJj 
House; always remembering, as I said before, that I ^leak 
Upon the scale of millions. The twelve millions, whach I 
state as remaining unprovided for, may be fifteen millions ; 
or, if it should possibly prove no more than ten. miliions^ 
tiiough the latitude seems so- very great, yet, in my opinion^ 
the. argument is not altered / for I hope that neither this 
House, nor the public at large^ being apprized, and in. their 
sober senses, would be reconciled to saddle themselves, at the 
end of this year, with an unprovided sum of tenmillions> 
for a mere possible pittance of revenue firom America, to be 
balanced by the certain destrudlion of national commerce, 
and even that poor possible pittance requiring to be coUedkd 
and maintained by a perpetual standing force and civil sror. 
But to return to the articles of my estimate: 
The first ar-ticle is the amount of the sums 
already voted, being merely a summation 
of the articles as standing upon the votes, ' ;^.6> 157,000 
The second article of estimates remaining to 

vote, stated at - - - - - ■' 75,0006 
L explain thus, 
Militia- to be embodied - 500,000 

Sundry services - - 250,00a 

Total - ;f. 750,000 
As for the estimate of the militia, I have taken It from 
your journab during the late war. I do not know that it will 
be voted at all this- year; but that it seems reasonable to sup- 
pose, that the ministry will not leave us unguarded at home, 
and because a special n£t has been passed this session to enable 
the King to do it. It is not to be expefted that I should 
know whether the whole is likely to be called out, or only 
part, or what part or proportion j for I verily believe the mi- 
nistry do ntrt know tkemsebes. As to the two hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds for sundry services, I include some esti- 
mates already lying upon the table unprovided for. The 
deficiency of the funds of 1758 — possibly some deficiency of 
the grants of the last year — possibly some coinage expences— » 
the rebuilding of Somerset- House, 8cc. &c. So much for the 

first 
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first Jind second articles; the third is that which requires the 
most discussion. 

T^he total of the third article being - £• 5,300,000 
I divide thus. 

Naval extras . - £, 2,500,000 

Army extras - 2,500,000 ^ 

Ordnance extras 300,000 

Total £. 5,300,000 . 

As for the naval extras, the single article of tralisport 
sen?icc and viftualling, will go deep into two millions five 
hundred thousand pounds : there is an estimate which I have 
S€«n in print, drawn up by an experienced and able hand, 
of all the necessary attendances upon an army of thirty 
thousand men ; in that estimate, the necessary transports are 
stated at two hundred thousand tons. Then compute two 
hundred thousand tons at eleven shilings per ton per month 
or more, and add the viftualHng estimates, that is enough 
for the first article towards the two millions five hundred 
thous^tid pounds. The next article is beyond my power to 
specify; but I think I may venture to assume, that the pre- 
sent armament of one hundred ships of force in America 
cannot possibly be manned without ten or fifteen thousand 
men more than the number of men as yet voted. Your 
seamen, exclusive of marines, which are chiefly used as land 
forces, and many of them now shut up in Boston, amount 
to but little more than eighteen thousand* Your American 
armament singly would require that number. Your foreign 
stations cannot be stripped. The East Indies, the West Indies, 
the Mediterranean, Newfoundland, your home guard, many 
convoys that will soon be applied for (I have myself applied 
for one convoy already) ought to be supplied with as many 
more. Calculate the seamen, with their bounty money' or press 
money, and their ordinary rate of ex pence ; then add, stores 
consumed and destroyed, provisions for ships in sea-service, 
interest running on upon navy bills, old arrears coming to 
light, with an endless catalogue of nevcr-faihng items, and I 
think I shall have out gone my stint of two millions five hun- 
dred thousand pounds. 

Comparing these considerations with the amount of the 
total naval expenceof the early years of the late war, 1757 
and 1758, the result is to the same conclusion; therefore I 
sliall pass on the second sum of two millions five hundred 
thousand .pounds calculated for army extras. If I could form 

Q3 any 
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any guess of the price of a bushels of wheat, or of a sack of 
oats, transported by force of arms from Bear Key to Ticon- 
deroga, or Crown-Point, I might hope to make some im- 
pression upon this estimate. It must put to scorn all esti- 
mates from German extraordinaries ; and yet the extraordi- 
naries for several years of the late war, for forage and pro- 
visions, amoimted to four or five millions per annum, . The 
petty extraordinaries of a few men, circumscribed within the . 
peninsula of Boston for a f(?w months, has amounted, by the 
accounts of the last year, to an enormous sum 5 then what 
estimate shall we form for a twelvemonth's provision and 
forage for an army of thirty or forty thousand men at the 
distance of three thousand miles from home, besieging and 
besieged, spread, or at least expe£ling to be spread, over that 
immense continent, but without one hospitable acre to afford 
them sustenance ! It is out of my bounds to undertake the 
calculation. If I have not over-rated the total, it is enough 
for my argument j and I fear, when the bill comes to be 
paid, it will be more than enough for us all. As to the 
office of ordnance, one word will settle that account ; their 
usual stint, during the last war for extras, was three hundred 
thousand pounds a year. In the year 1775 they got up to two 
hundred and twenty-three thousand pounds for extras ; and I 
dare believe, that their industry will not be backward to sup- 
port the good old custom of a round sum for unaccounted 
extras. 

Having, as I hope, verified my estimate for the extras^ 
and clearly having not over-rated them, I am returned to my 
iir^t total of the expencesof 1776, as stated above at 

£. 1 2,207,000 

The amount of the present outstanding debt, 
as already explained - - - . 4,748,000 

The total of the supply of 1 776, added to the 
debts outstanding, amounts, as before stated, to 16^955,000 

As for the amount of the ordinary revenue, 
there cannot be much dispute. 

A four shilling land-tax, and the malt-duty, 
' yield net about - - - - ^.2,250,000 

T'he sinking fund, upon an average of five 
yeai's, somewhat less than - - 2,700,000 

Total 4,050,000 
The 
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■ The remainder therefore unprovided for will £, 

be, as I stated it before — — i2,ooj,ooo 

But that I may not seem to exaggerate, I do riot state that 
it is indispensible to provide for the whole of the twelve 
millions, because I know it has been customary^ though 
not commendable, to suffer an out standing debt of two or 
three millions. And to be perfeftly explicit, I wish to statfe 
the precise sum which will be necessary before the end of this 
very year, to place us in the same condition as we were before; 
the American war. 1 think it very fair to take my line 
from the noble I^ord's own condudl, respefting the outstand-* 
ing debt. In his administration, the navy debt has been re- 
duced as low as one million and eighty-two thousand pounds,' 
and the exchequer bills to one million, I shall therefore on 
this head throw in another million, and strike off three mil- 
lions from my last total of twelve millions. The noble Lord's 
.own conduct marks what even a minister thinks to be the 
reasonable line of indulgence, and justifies me in saying, 
that the least sum to be raised, which can be sufficient to 
restore this country to that degree of ease and affluence (such 
as it was) which we enjoyed before this American war, must 
be nine , millions. I make no demands of impradticable 
austerity, with any view to aggravate 5 but I state the simple- 
and certain difference, such as it will be at the end of thisi* 
campaign, with the situation in which a commendable at- 
tention of the noble I-.ord in the early part of his ministry 
had once placed us. I call it the certain difference of nine 
millions, because there can be no doubt that the extras, as 
estimated at five millions three hundred thousand pounds, ' 
must be much below the mark ; if so, the result of the whole 
is this 5 that the nation must be prepared to support the bur- 
den of ten or twelve millions at the end of this year for the 
American war. 

I have often stated these matters to the noble Lord in this 
House, without any correction from him as having over- 
rated them. I told the country gentlemen, both last year and 
this year, that they must take their leave of a three shilling" 
land-tax ; the fourth is mortgaged in perpetuity. If you • 
are already ten or twelve millions deep, where will you be in 
the next year, and the next ? and what taxes or funds are 
you provided with, or can you find ? A noble person (the 
carl of Stair) has given us a very accurate state of the public 
revenue, and has shewn that the annual surplus, even of a 
four shilling establishment^ is but about five hundred thou- 

Q 4 sand 
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sand pounds z year : how is tiiis pictan<;e to clear off a 
debt cf ten mlHions ? or, if you go on with these destruc- 
tive measures, perhaps twenty or thirty millions. Take 
o^" the fourth shilling, and you will lind the remainder 
barely equal to your peace eftablishment^ therefore the 
fourth shilling upon land is all that ycu have left to clear 
yput debts, or to provide for future contingencies, till the 
landed gentlemen shall consent to give six shillings in the 
pound* 

I have endeavoured to draw up my motions, argmnerita- 
tively dependent upon each other, in the manner and order 
that I have opened then), viz. The services of 1776, — 
the debts out standing, — tiie ordinary ways and means,—— 
and the deficiency improvid:fd for. — ^That they m^y stand 
upon your journals, as a caveat at least entered before these 
fatal measures are irretrievable. But as I do not mean to 
throw out any false colouring, either to the House, or to 
the public by the means of your votes, and as one of my 
resolutions contain a recital of the total navy debt, lest 
therefore it should appear that I made a demand for .the pay- 
ment of the whole, I shall odcr to the House a subsequent 
resolution, explaining what proponion of the navy debt I do 
think it necessary to have discharged, for the better security 
of public credit, viz. The navy bills outstanding, or at 
least such part as now carry interest at four per cent, amount- 
ing to about one million six hundred thousand pounds (exclu- 
sive of interest) as appears by a paper laid this day upon your 
table at my request. The paper is intituled " An account 
of navy, vidhialling, and transport bills outstanding on the 
29th of February, 1776." 

The reasons which induce me to offer this measure to the 
House, are in my poor opinion of some importance. If you 
look at your navy debt, or upon the paper just now presented, 
you will see that there are more bills of credit now outstand- 
ing than in any year for the iirst five years of the late 
war, when we had the greatest powers in Europe to contend 
with. What description of mine, or even what possible ex- 
aggeration, could paint the present stnte of this country in 
more alarming colours! ^t the very outset of this war we 
ace driven to the same shifts, vv-hich we were not driven to in 
the late war, till we had attained every objedl of it, and till 
by the vigorous exertion of a great minister, we had girt the 
gtcbc with conquest. When every nerve had been so long 
stajaiAedj ^rA §0 svccessfully, something niight then have 

beea 
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iieen said for slackening the springs, and efcing ovt with ci> 
pedients; biit to begin with secret shifts and hazqrdoi^ ex- 
pedients, what is tt^t but cpitfessing to a certainty, that you 
^ fc»*esee the enormity of the expepce j that you take ev^ry 
meajis of concealing it from. the public eye ; that you know 
and feel the inability of your country to support a civil war, 
which wiU destroy every source of it3 strength and power; but 
that you are secretly and treacherously meditating to lead u« 
pa, confiding as we are, uninformed, and unsuspecting as 
you would haye us to be, step by. step, to ruin? 

The public have been alarmed, and perhaps not without 
rc^ason, upon some supposed measures of the bank, with 
respe£l to navy billsJ Wherever there are mysteries in mat- 
ters of mportance suspicion is justifiable. Immediately after 
the navy debt was- moved for in - Parliament, it was announ- 
W, that the bank had stopped their hands in buying up navy 
.hills, and they fell to a double discount. It was the calling 
for the navy debt that first brought to light the total amount 
of the outstanding bills, which on the 31st of December 
J 775 was greater than in any of the five first years of the 
late war. The public concluded very naturally, that there 
was some secret understanding between the ministry and the 
bank upon this subjeft. Doubtless, buying up tlie navy bills 
by the bank was a voluntary aft of their own, even if it 
were concerted with the ministry ; but still the circumstances, 
taken altogether, appear suspicious. Why should the bank 
have prevented themselves, as they seem to have done, from 
purchasing navy bills at the double discount ? For the mo- 
ment they left off buying, the discount became double. Why 
should they even seem to be assisting to government in their 
system of contradting debts secretly and underhand ? This is 
tender ground. It was not originally any suspicion of mine ; 
but I confess I took it from a paper circulated, and which I 
believe was sent to most members of this House, stating, 
that the bank had advanced above eight millions to the trea- 
sury, upon distant funds, out of the reach of circulation, to 
the great risque of public credit. If that be so, I still think, 
as I did when it was first suggested to me, that it is a most 
dangerous system. Its tendency is to convert the bank of 
England into a ministerial engine of state ; and the danger 
nothing less, than making the executive power independent 
on the knowledge and consent of Parliament for money.- 
May not twenty-four directors, in some future time, be 
prevailed upon materially to sacrifice the interest of the pro- 
prietors 
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prictors at large to serve a minister ? Even in the case just 
mentioned,' it was a fortunate incident for the ministry, that, 
just at a time when it was their obje6t to get what advance of 
money they could in secret, the. bank should seem studious to 
take up their navy bills at half the discoimt to which they 
fell, upon the very day on which they ceased to purchase. I 
repeat it again, this is tender ground : more so than is gene* 
rally imagined. 

I believe no one can doubt the responsibility of the bank of 
England: but any bank, whether public or private, may be 
broken, notwithstanding a very certain final responsibility of 
paying twenty shillings in the pound, and even a great surplus 
remaining. It is a ready responsibility that must support any 
bank at a pinch; distant funds, out of reach, will' not give 
support against a sudden alarm and run. Any indiscretion of 
the bank in advancing large sums upon very distant funds, may 
be extremely hazardous to themselves, and to every shop, 
' which by habit and gradual custom considers bank notes to be 
as good as coin. They are all upon one bottom. ' I havd not 
all the alarms about paper credit that some gentlemen have, 
particularly not about bank paper; but still I think it a point 
<rf material prudence, that the bank should not be too free in 
advancing millions upon very remote funds. This is a very 
important point. I hope that I have touched it tenderly. I 
think I need say no more in support of my last motion, for mak- 
ing a satisfactory provision for the outstsfnding navy bills. 

I will now state my motions as they follow each other ar- 
gumentatively in order: 
That it appears to this House, That the supplies 

already voted in this session amount to the sum £, 
(or thereabouts) of - - - - - 6,157,006 
exclusive of several other services as yet unpro- 
vided, for *##^*** 

That it is the opinion of this House, That the 
expence of the navy for the year 1776 may 
probably exceed the provisions hitherto made 
by Parliament, to tbe amount of - - 2,500,900 

That it is the opinion of this House, That the 
extraordinaries of the land forces for one y.*ar, 
from March 9, 1776, may probably amount to 
the sum of - - - - - - 2,500,000 

That it is the opinion of this House, That the 
expcnces of t\\t office of orndnancc for land 
service for 1776 may probably exceed the 
' provisions 
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provisions hitherto made in this session by the £ 

sum of - - - 300,000 

That it appears to this House, That there Sre 
Exchequer bills outstanding, charged upon the 
first aids of tliis session, to the amount in 
principal money of - - - 1,250,000 

That it appears to this House, That the navy 
debt on the 3 ist of December last amounted to 
the sum (or thereabouts) of - - 2,698,000 

^at it is the opinion of this Hotiteey That fir the 
better security of ptibtic credit it njuoutd be proper 
to provide for the navy^ vi&ualling^ and transport 
billsy outstanding on the l^th of February^ 1 776, 
amounting to the principal sum of l^io^^ooXiL or 
thereabouts (exclusive of interest already due) or at 
least for such part of the said hills as do at present 
carry interest at 4 per cent. 

I have now stated all that I have to offer on the subjeft of 
the present state of the nation, and its revenue, which I ad- 
dress specially to the noble Lord who is Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, It is not the first time that I have addressed him 
upon that subje<Sl:, and to this very efFedl. I have done it 
many times in this session, both before and since Christmas; 
but he has always confined himself to general terms. No re- 
peated applications have been able to extort any thing ex- 
plicit from him. How can the noble Lord justify such secrcsy 
and silence, and backwardness to communicate information 
to this House at this important crisis? it is the duty of his 
office to be aftive and vigilant, and forward to apprize this 
House, in time, of every important circumstance, and not to 
leave the burthen upon private and uninformed members of 
dragging every unwilling estimate into day-light. - Why will 
he not cultivate the confidence of the House by fair and 
open dealing? What interest can the nobl^ 'Lord have in 
keeping us in a state of deception ? Is he afraid, that if the 
whole truth were la,id before us, this house and the public 
would be less sanguine in the prosecution of the American 
war ? I remember the day when the noble Lord told us, that 
others were more sanguine and impatient than himself. 
What are we to think of this inconsistence, that he should 
sufier himself to be driven to every sanguinary measure, con- 
trary to his own better judgment ? He professes the most 
earnest desire for peace, but submits to and supports every 
measure and principle of the most sanguinary kind. In the 

very 
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▼cry banning of diB sesfiioa be exclaimed with the most ap- 
parent earnestness and sinceritr-;— Would to God that all 
things were as they were in 1763 ! He rxpressly declared his 
readiness to dispense with taxaticm ; he iias even pinoposed 
terms with America (such as they are) which at least proves, 
liiat he does not maintain the doctrine of uneonditionzd sub- 
mission ; the next day, perhaps, he is ta^^en to task, and in<- 
sulted publicly before us all, for his indolence and inactivity; 
dien again he resumes his taxation and oHnpalsory revenne : 
He submits to be the mere instrument of carrying through 
this House every merciless and vindictive act that is suggested 
to him ; and very placidly acquiesces with the noUe Lord 
lately advanced to the head of the American departm^it, 
who declares in the most peremptory tone, that he will re- 
duce America to uncon^tional submission with fire and 
sword. 

The place of first Lord of the Treasury has usually been 
considered as the post of minister; but whether it be from in- 
dolence or indisposition to the service, we know not ; certain 
however it is, that the present noble Lord in that office sufiers 
himself to be controuled and superseded, at least in American 
measures. A secretary of state for the American department 
b introduced, to give vigour to sanguinary measures, to 
counteract the more pacific disposition of the apparent mi* 
nister, lest the House should catch the relenting mood, which 
in truth they appear very well disposed to, yrhenever the 
noble Ix)rd at the head of the^ treasury gives the least open- 
ing. These are the dispositions which all his finends (and I 
myself am not without my partialities to him) wish to see con- 
firmed into steady and persevering principles of adtion. Why 
will he not justify the favourable opinion of his fi-iends, by a 
manly adherence to the line of lenient justice ? If these prin- 
ciples are not merely transitory and complexional in him, let 
him confirm them by his aftions. If he will take a decided 
part now, according to his professions, and not suffer himself 
to be over-ruled by some secret and destrudlive influence, he 
may give i^eace to his country and to America. It is an im- 
portant moment that does not fall to every man's lot. A 
manly steadiness, and exertion of that influenc- which he 
possesses, may rescue his country from all the horrors pf a 
civil war ; and when I have said thus much to him, his own 
rellc^lion will snj:c;est to him, thut the man who has so much 
in his power, and neglects the exertion, either through in- 

dolence^ 
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dolence, or any private or personal views, wiH have a very 
heavy load of guilt lying at his door. 

Hovcvcr, Sir, for the present, and with respeA to the 
materials which I have now offered to the House, I shall con«* 
fine my address to the noble Lord as Chancellor of the £x« 
chequer, distinct from die efficient and responsible minister of 
the American war; a distinflion which perhaps he may not 
be displeased with at present, and which he may find it very 
material to be able hereafter to justify. 

I now submit myself to the noble Lord^ comment and cor« 
re£lion, if I have fallen' into any material error in my cal« 
culations : if not, I will, under favour of the House, res^ervc 
myself for a few words upon the general subjeft of the Ame- 
rican civil war, which it is the sole and ultimate objeft of all 
my prayers and labours to avert 

Lord Noffh said, the honourable gentleman looked for 
impossibilities, he could not divine what the expence of the 
campaign would amount to. It was impossible to tell, tiB 
long after. Such accounts as were brought into the respec* 
tive offites, were regularly laid before the House, and that 
was all tliat could be done. He was against the motion, he» 
cause it could not be-complied with ; the sums might be right, 
but the House had no documents before them to come to sncli 
a vote 

Hon. James Luttrell supported Mr. Hartle/s motion ; but 
many ot his arguments led to prove, that the informatiolt 
required by Mr. Hartley would be very insufficient, . if Par- 
liament were to be imposed on by such mutilated and garbled 
estimates as were then laid upon the table, tending to mislead 
rather than inform the House; that though they were so 
very artfully and intricately drawn up, that it would be 
found difficult to -decypher them, it was indeed necessary 
to attempt it ; for he would undertake to prove that they 
Were replete with fraud and imposition, the money not 
having appeared to be applied to the several purposes for 
which Parliament had granted it ; that the prance was to 
raise money upon false pretences; that Parliament had voted 
6o,oool. for- the express purposes of repairing two 74 gun 
ships and one frigate, not a shilling 'of which money had 
been so expended, the two large ships being decayed for want 
of repair, and the frigate broken up as soon as the money was 
asked for. He then proved several other impositions not less 
gross; but contended, that the large supplies granted an- 
nually 
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Dually by Parliament were sufficient, with good mans^ement, 
to answer all the necessary cxpences of the navy. He shewed^ 
that either by ignorance or fraud, a great and heavy debt 
was inciu-red ; but said he was sure that the House was not 
before acquainted with the means by which that debt was 
contradled, and was persuaded government could only trust 
to the indolence of Parliament, and the insufficiency of the 
estimates, to shelter themselves from that resentment such 
impositions on the public and insuk on the Commons merited. , 
He then stated that more than half a million of money had 
been voted for naval^ stores since 177*1, exclusive of half the 
four pound per mim for each month, which is a very great 
supply towards the wear and tear ; that several articles in the 
ordinary estimates have increased nearly double in the space 
of a few years ; that naval stores supplied by America brfore 
the war, had of late years fallen one third in their price; that 
harbour moorings now stand government in 50,0001. a year, 
which a few years ago did not exceed 20,oool. though they 
are not so frequently shifted, nqr attended with the same ex- 
pence as formerly ; that 400^0001. had been granted annually 
towards the repairs of our fleet, which is more than double 
the sum voted the year after the war, though new ships had 
replaced many of the old ones 5 and the service our navy had 
been employed in during the peace could not occasion the 
necessity of frequent repairs. He then stated many more 
supplies, such as 264,7951. for improving the 400,0001. to* 
wards paying off the navy debt, &c. but which way all 
these sums had really been applied, he contended, could not 
be traced out by means of the estimates, or other account^ 
laid before Parliament j certain it was however that the navs 
debt (reckoning the 400,0001. granted by Parliament) from 
the 3 1 St of December, 1 7 7 1 , to the 3 1 st of December, 1775, 
had increased from 1,179,375!. 12s. li|d. to 31098,579 0^:5. 
He then took many exceptions to several articles in the navy 
estimate laid before Parliament, such as the number of sea- 
men charged more than had been voted, a mutilated account 
of 20^0961. 1 2s. 2d. as the whole expence that appeared for 
building King's ships in contractors yards, when I7,574L 
granted for the same purpose, had been smuggled into another 
estimate the same year; that no less than 91,5241.9s. lod. 
was not to be accounted for by the ingenuity of office, but by 
a supposition of the navy boards, that there might be more 
provisions on board the ships than last year, and that the 
price was higher. He concluded by insisting, that the charge 
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ef 96,2911. 5s.. 5d. for victualling lan^d forces, ought not to 
have been included in the navy debt ; and in support of this 
assertion, as well as to point out the necessity of a stridt par- 
liamentary enquiry into the many impositions he had alluded 
to, and the remedy necessary to be applied, he desired that 
die clerk might re^d an address from the Commons to the 
crown, on Thursday, May 31, 171 1, in which they set 
forth, that it is their privilege to adjust the proportion of the 
money they grant, or are for the sake of public credit 
bound to pay; that when the sums are stated and granted, 
those through whose hands the disposition of them passes, 
are not to be allowed in any shape to alter or enlarge them ; 
that when uses are found out, such as wer;j neither voted 
nor addressed for, it is a misapplication of the public money ; 
the Commons set forth the abuse of diyertihg several sums 
issued for one service, and transferring them to other pur- 
poses, for which they were not intended, and that such 
prafticcs amount to attempts, which differ very little 
from levying money without the consent of Parliament at 
all. That the sum of 660,806 1. 7s. 7d. charged to tlie navy 
debt, has been paid for viftualling land forces sent to the 
garrison of Gibraltar, &c. for which no redudlion appears to 
be made from the pay of those forces, nor any part of that 
5um re-assigned to the viftualling, which is a breach of seve- 
ral a<Sb» of Parliament; and the address, setting forth exafl: 
similar abuses to those now practised towards the navy, prays, 
that for the sake of her Majesty's honour, and for the public 
good, she will be pleased to remove those persons from office 
and public trust, who have been found guilty of such frauds, 
and that they may be prosecuted by law for their offences. 

Lord John Cavendish seconded Mr. Hartley's motion. He 
desired to know wjiat money would be wanted, that the 
House might be enabled to judge fairly of the expediency of 
xSxz undertaking, and entreated that administration would de- 
sist from their shameful disingenuous conduifir, of bringing in 
their accounts by piecemeal, recommending them to speak 
out like men, who had nothing to fear or conceal, and were 
ready to submit the me:is!ire at large, with all its conse- 
quences, to the eye of Parliament. 

Mr. Hartley. Interested as I am .not to incur the dis* 
pleasure or slight opinion of t?ie House, whicii must have 
been my punishment if I had presumcil to make myself so 
much the object of their attention, as I have done this day, 
upon frivolous, crude, unwarranted, or undigested mate** 

rials, 
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Tialj, I n&tr address them with more coilfidciice, as the noble 
Lord has neither dcnied> nor even contest(?d, any matcttdi 
fed or probabk calctdation which I have offered to you^ 
He has not entered much iiito detail 5 but he has told 116 in 
' general terms, that the exptence must be encJfmous ; that no 
estimate could be made that could give any satisfaction to 
Parliament (which is but poor encouragement to proceed 5) 
that it has not been usual to forecast, or to provide for thtf 
aftual expences of each year within the year, but thit it fiiay 
be proper to provide for a few navy bills; and thdUgh he has 
not consented to have authentic estimates laid before the Mouse, 
yet he has given a full confirmation to mine, as not being 
exaggerated, but probably much under-rated* 

Upon this warrant from- the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
I will no^ apply myself to another noble Lord, lately ad- 
vanced to the head of the American department, and who is 
therefore to be considered as standing in the place of efficient 
and responsible minister for the present civil war. As to the 
first Lord of the Treasury, his measures have been vilified y 
his plans have been ridiculed; ht has been publicly reproach- 
ed in this House with indolence. The other noble Lord, 
who is not of a disposition to be didtated to, is now brought 
forward to restore firmness to our counsels : He will turn over 
a new leaf: He will inspire new vigor into this civil war : 
His principles and conduft have always been consistent : He 
declares uniformly and repeatedly, in the most peremptory 
tone, that he will never consent to any trcatywith the colo- 
nies whatsoever, previous to unconditional submission. Let 
this noble Lord now look at the work that he has undertaken, 
and the support that he is liicely to receive from his col- 
leagues in office. Will he sit patiently in his place, and hear 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer admit the enormity of the 
financial provisions necessary, yet openly declaring in the 
House that he will not make the necessary provisions ? 

I appeal to the House, if the nobb Lord, who is Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, did not admit my estimates of the 
probable cxpence of this year to be under-rated, at the same 
time declaring that he would not make provision for them in 
this year's account, but leave them to time and chance? 
Concluding with telling us, that it might be proper to pro- 
vide for a few navy bills. 

Would the great minister of the late war have patiently 
submitted to such an undisguised declaration? No; nor 
would he under those conditions have stood responsible. I 

do 
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do not mean to instigate the war: No one will suspeft me of 
that ; but I apply to the discretion of those men who have 
undertaken it. Granted, that they can still think it may be 
within the limits of possibility to make a conquest of Ame- 
rica (which I think madness) ; yet without concert, without 
union, without seamen ; your levies not raised, your trans- 
ports not hired, your embarkations already two months after 
their time, and still not in forwardness \ your Chancellor of 
the Exchequer starving the service ; one of your commanders 
declaring in his place in this House, for himself and his col- 
leagues, that the service was unsought; will not ministers 
pause for a moment ? Is the prospeft so encouraging, or do 
they not begain to suspeft that they have undertaken more 
than they can accomplish, at least in the disunion and distrac- 
tion of their present counsels ? It is now avowed, that we are 
too late to expeft the conquest of America in this campaign ; 
that point has slipt already ; set down ten or twelve millions 
more for that sleepy fit. I apply to the prudence of ministers, 
whether, in the present circumstances at least, they may not 
think it advisable to relax from the peremptory terms of un- 
conditional submission. 

The whole of my objeft in applying to you this day, is to 
submit to the consideration of the House, and of the public^ 
whether for the sake of justice, and upon a review of the 
state of the nation, and of all the consequences which must 
attend this fatal war, they will not think it reasonable and 
expedient (if this armament must proceed) to send at the 
same time a solemn, clear, distinct, and unambiguous spe- 
cification of just and honourable terms to be offered to your 
colonies, previous to any further afts of hostility. I think 
that Parliament owe to their own dignity, and to the honour 
of the kingdom which they rejpresent, to set up the standard 
of national justice upon that ground. I do not take it as a 
simple proposition, either of concession or accommodation, 
but of indispr^nsable justice^ as connefted with these arma- 
ments of vengeance which you are preparing. Let it be 
avowed openly and unequivocally to every member of the 
constitution, that the British government knows no other 
foundation, and acknowledges no other principle for its title 
and demands, but the compacfl of rational obedience and 
conditional submission. I take my line from the address and 
petition of the corporation of the city of London lately pre- 
sented to the throne. That address will remain to the latest 
times a perpetyal testimony and memorial of their prudence 
. Vol. in. R ai.d 
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and diHgcnce to dircift, as far as their influence ca^ e^te^id, 
the movements of government by justice and reason, and of 
their earnestness and zeal for the support of good order and 
just obedience, as long as government will, abide by their part 
of the compaft. No people can be bound to surrender the^:' 
rights and liberties in return for proteftion. When any go- 
vcmment make such demands, the compadl: is void. Thec^ 
arc bold and manly principles. They ai-e the pillars of o^r 
own constitution. That great and respeftable corporation^ 
fhe city of London, have taken a decided part worthy of 
themselves. They earnestly implore his Majesty, through the 
means of Parliament, to assure the colonies that they shall 
be proteftcd in their rights and liberties, and upon that ground 
to demand, in return, ration^ and contented obedience, Lest 
the justice of the legislature stand vindicated in th? (;ontest^ 
and they offer their hands and hearts to support you. In a 
confederate state, where there are dependences and subordi- 
nations, the term of a supreme legislature has a yery intel-' 
iigible* import ; but an arbitrary legislature is as totally repug- 
nant to every principle of sound and just government, as ap 
arbitrary monarch. Reason is the law to legislatures, and th^ 
measure of obedience to subjects. 

Whatever be the event of this unhappy civil coDt(fSt, the 
city of London, as a very important member of the stat^, 
have discharged their duty with prudence and firmness. 
They have not presumed to didlate the terms ; but upon the 
most liberal principles, they have suggested, that the furida*- 
mentab of this government, which are taxation by represent 
tatives, and security of charters, ought, in the spirit of jusr ^ 
tice, to be conllrmed to all. parts of the British dominion^. 
I tliink that it now remains with us, in conjundlion with the 
other branches of the legislature, to fulfil our parts. If w<fc 
negleiSl this step of justice now, the future national reproach 
wiQ lie at our door. The answer which the city of London 
have received, too plainly imports unconditional submission, 
or no peace. Whoever has advised that answer, and stiU 
takes upon himself to persist inflexibly in these principles, 
has, in my opinion, taken a very desperate responsibility upoi;i 
himself. 

If ministers have no regard for the honour and justice of 
their country, let them at least pause for one moment ; and 
before thty cut otF all retreat, let them refle^l upon their pre- 
sent enterprise and future rcfJtponsibility : And first, I apply 
myself to the wisdom of the House upon the arguments of 

prudence. 
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prudence, which the present state of the nation, as I have en^ 
cleavoured to lay it before you, seems to me irresistibly to sug- 
gest ; I then address myself to the noble Lord at the head of 
the American department, to remind him of his own respon- 
sibility, and I make my tender to him of the proposition of 
conditional terms, as arising oiit of the address of the city of 
London to the king. I have drawn up the sentiments of 
that address, in a form of an address from the House to the 
Kling, which I confess appears to me most indispensable, and 
which, with great deference, but most earnestly, I recom- 
mend to the consideration of the House. The substance of 
the proposition is to put the American colonies upon the same? 
footing of taxation that Ireland is, and always has been ; and 
to give them security for charters. If you do not meditate 
to introduce the same innovations into the mode of taxation 
m Irdand, which you have attempted in America, then put 
them both upon the same ground, and let them be mutually 
a secujfity to each other. The example of Ireland is entirely 
pertihem to the case of the colonies 5 your provinces in Ame- 
rica ha^e always hitherto been upon the same footing in taxa* 
tion as Ireland. Let them be simply replaced as they werej 
and then the principles and uniformity of your provincial go- 
vernments in all your dependencies will be maintained. Your 
colonies, in their late humble and dutiftil petition to the King, 
have implicitly submitted themselves to his wisdom and graci- 
ous interposition, to prescribe the terms of. peace: Then let 
these terms precede your afts of vengeance. Assure to them 
the security of their rights and liberties, and then make your 
demand of submission. 

One word. Sir, of apology for myself. My situation is at 
present distressing to me. I have so often troubled you upon 
the subjeft of America, which I confess engrosses all my 
thoughts, that I do not know how to trespass upon your pa- 
tience any further, especially at the conclusion of an intri- 
cate debate upon the state of the nation. But having set be- 
fore you on die one side the very alarming, though real state 
of things ; if I do not, on the other hand, offer to you the 
alternative, by which you may a^ert the calamities impend- 
ing upon this count ry^ my work will be incomplete, and the 
ultimate obje<^ of it will be frustrated. Let me entreat you 
to open the door to reconciliation and peace, and not to drive 
them from you while they are yet within your reach. With 
the permission of the House, I will read to you an address to 
the King for specific terms of peace to be offered to the colo- 
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i^ies. J will importune you no farther, but to recommend it 
to the serious consideration of the House j I wish I might add, 
to their adoption, that it might receive the weight of their 
sanftion and authority before it be too late. 
It is as follows : 

** That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, set- 
ting forth, That this House, having taken into their serious 
consideration the very alarming state of the present distur- 
bances in America, and the ruinous prospeft thence arising 
to the commerce and public credit of these kingdoms, and to 
the safety of all liis Majesty's dominions, together with the 
enormous debt, deficiencies, and boundless expence which 
every day and hour accumulate, out of measure, in this de- 
structive and exliausting civil war y and that his Majesty's 
faithful Commons being most anxious to provide for the 
peace, prosperity, and security of all his Majesty's domi- 
nions, and to save the effusion of blood, and thinking that 
the most probable means of restoring peace to his Majesty's 
?ubje6b in America, and of securing their constitutional de- 
peiidence on Great Britain, would be, to empower his com- 
missioner or commissioners to offer to them some specific line 
of rational obedience, instead of unconditional submission, 
and to give them assurance of redress to all their reasonable 
complaints of grievances, together with a full security of all 
their constitutional rights j beg leave to recommend to his 
Majesty to give instructions to his commissioner or conmiis- 
sioners to issue a proclamation in his Majesty's name, de- 
claring. That his Majesty's colonies in America shall be put 
upon the same footing of giving and granting their own 
money, by their own representatives, as his Majesty's sub- 
je£ls in Ireland arc, and always have been ; and that all 
charters which ha,ve at any time been granted to any of 
the said colonies by his Majesty, or any of his predecessors, 
^hall be confirmed and secured to. them ; and to assm-e his 
^Majesty, that this House will give his Majesty every possible 
Sissistancs to put such assurances into full eff€(5l and execu- 
tion." 

A negative was put upon all the motions except the last, 
(distinguised by Italics in page 235) upon which Lord North 
put the previous question. There was no division. 

Jp'i/ 2. 
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jfpril iS. 

Adjourned to the 24th. 

! ^pril 24. 

The day appointed for opening the budget. 

Lord North began with recapitulating the grants made by 
the committee of supply, which he said, amounted to ninp 
millions ninety-seven thousand pounds, consisting of the army, 
navy, ordnance, navy-debt, expence of coinage, exchequer 
bills, deficiencies of land and malt, deficiencies of grants, and 
miscellaneous articles. 

He next stated the sums granted In the committee of ways 
and means, consisting of land ^nd malt, produce of the sink- 
ing fund and exchequer bills, 'to be issued for the service of 
the year 1776, all which amounted to seven millions one 
hunc&ed and forty three thousand pounds. 

The difference between the amount of grants and monies 
provided for, he computed to be one million nine hundred 
and fifty-six thousand pounds. 

He informed the committee, that to balance this deficiency 
between the grants and supplies, he meant to borrow two mil- 
lions, which would make an overplus of sixty-four thousand' 
pounds. 

To raise this $um, he proposed that annuities should be 
granted at three per cent, per annum, on one million four 
hun4red thousand pounds, and that the other six hundred 
thousand pounds, to be Tailed by lottery, the prizes of which 
were to be funded and incorporated into the two millions 
stock; that is to say, every man subscribing one hundred 
pounds, Should be intitled to interest for seventy-seven pounds 
ten shillings, at the rate of three per cent, per anninxi, and 
have three Ipttery tickets, which, computed at eleven pounds 
ten shillings per ticket, amounted X9 thirty-four pounds ten 
shillings. 

The seven pounds ten shillings was by way of pr<?mium, 
which, with the profit on the ticket, would stand the pub- 
lic in pn> hundred and twelve pounds, and if the tickets sold 
git their usual price, would, in fa6t, cost the public one hun- 
dred and fifteen pounds, but as in the first place the three per 
cents, consolidated, bore no higher a price than eighty-five 
and a fraftion j and as the prizes in the lottery being to be 
funded, he did not compute the terms the money thus bor- 
rowed, stood in relation to the public, but see what the lender 
was actually to receive. On this ground, then, he said, the 
seventy-seven pounds ten shillings, three per cent, conso- 
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lidated, was worth at market sixty-five pounds, seventeen 
shillings and six-pence, and the three lottery tickets thirty- 
^ four pounds ten shillings, by which means every subscriber 
of one hundred pounds would receive in stock and money 
pne hundred pounds seven shillings and six-pence, and if 
the tickets should sell higher, every thing more they brought 
would be an additional profit to the seven shillings and six^ 
pence. 

To pay the interest on the two millions one himdred 
and fifty thousand pounds thus borrowed ; that is, the two 
millions loan and one hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
premium, the interest of which, he said, would amount to 
sixty-four thousand pounds, he proposed to lay on the follow- 
ing taxes : 

On four wheel carriages a tax of twenty shillings eachf 
which he comp.uted would amount to seventeen thousand 
pounds per annum. 

On stage coaches at five pounds each, amounting to two 
^ousand pounds. 

On deeds, or all writings to be stampedj at one shilling a 
stamp,' amounting to thirty thousand pounds. 

On news-papers one half-penny per stamp, eighteen thou- 
sand pounds per annum*. 

Cards and dice ; six-pence a pack oh cards, and two and 
six-pence on dice, six thousand pounds per annum. 

Those difierent sums would amouAt to seventy-two thou- 
sand pounds, which would have a surplus of eight thousand 
pounds, to go to the credit of the sinking-fund. 

His Lordship then gave a particular account of the pre- 
sent flourishing state of the sinking ftmd. He observed, 
that the preceding session that fund had been charged with 
two millions eight hundred thousand pounds, besides one hun- 
dred thousand pounds paid to his Majesty for the purchase of 
Somerset-house, which together made the prodigious sum of 
two millions nine hundred thousand pounds. Xet notwith- 
standing tills heavy charge, considerably more than had ever 
been laid on that fund before, there was a surplus lying in 
the exchequer at the end of the Christmas quarter, of 
seventeen thousand pounds, which was now brought to the 
credit of the ways ajid means. To this prosperous state he 
said it might be objedled, that the present troubles in Ame- 
rica being foreseen, greater importations might have been 
made from that country in the course of last year than 
usualj which produced a kind of unnatural increase of the 
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customs 5 but the very reverse, he assured the committee, was 
the faft, for in the course of the last quarter, however u»- 
accountable it might appear, the produce of the sinking 
fund on the 4th of the present month, was found to be nine 
hundred and sixty thousand pounds, so that the last five quar- 
ters produce amounted to the almost incredible sum of fbuf 
millions, or three millions eight hundred and seventy-scvca 
thousand pounds. Though this state of that fund might ap- 
pear* as if the trade with the colonies was of little or no conse^ 
quence to this nation, he did not mean to draw any such conclii* 
sion from the premises. He was convinced of the great impor* 
tance of that very valuable; branch of commerce 5 but it autho* 
rised him to draw another conclusion of singular imjjortanc^ 
which was> that it proved the great opulence, private con- 
sumption, public wealth, and immense resources of this 
country. When those fadis fir^ came to his knowledge, he 
confessed he was much astonished; he suspedled that the im*. 
ports from America must have been much greater than at 
any other time, at least in the beginning of the preceding 
year; he found to his surprise that that was not the fiiftj 
^nd the produce of the last quarter convinced him to demon- 
stration. He again enquired, if the decrease in the debcn-» 
tures and drawbacks might not have contributed in a great 
m';.^.sure to the irtctease of the sinking fiind ; but here again 
ie was disappointed, fdr though the debentures ai^ drawA 
backs had decreased^ they had not decreased in any propor- 
tion at all sufficient to compensate the loss of our American 
trade. But still, (m further enquiry, he found himself more 
puzzled, for it appeared that it was hot by the customs alond 
that the fund was enriched, but froni the excises on inland 
consumption, the most irrefragable evidence of the increasing 
internal, and domestic wealth of the people, who were the 
consumers of those excised articles. 

From this pleasing apptarance, he said he was warranted 
in charging the sinking fund with the sum 'of two millions 
nine hundred thousand pounJS| now proposed, as he found 
it so rapidly on the increase. It appeared by taking the ave-^ 
f age of the two last years, the produce was two millions 
eight hundred thousand pounds, and on the three last, two 
millions seven hundred th(>usand pounds and a fraftion^ 
whereas the average of the fiiire preceding years amduftted 
to no more than two millions five hundred thousand pounds^ 
pr hardly so much •, and previous to the breaking out of the 
Jate war to not more than half that sum. This led him 
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to repeat what he had before mentioned, that our commerce 
was immense, our resources great, and our internal opulence 
almost beyond conception; for though the national debt was 
considerable, and our burthens heavy, the tradesmen, me- 
chanics, and labourers in this country, lived in a manner un- 
known to any country whatever. Examine the labourer's 
stile and manner of living; examine his food, his cloathing, 
his house, and even his little luxuries, and compare him 
with men of the same class in Ireland, in any other part of 
the ,empire, or Europe 5 and it would amount to this de- 
monstrative proof, that although our taxes were great, 
oiu: burthens were heavy, that yet the means of procur- 
ing the necessaries, nay even the comforts of life, were 
easier attainable in this country, than in any other under 
the sun. 

On the other operation of finance, that of raising one 
million five hundred thousand pounds by exchequer bills, he 
begged leave to explain himself, as it arose from circum- 
stances which related to a matter not immediately before 
the committee, that was the present state of the East-India 
company, concerning their transaftibns with the bank. In 
the year 1773, government issued one million four hundred 
thousand pounds exchequer bills, in order to extricate that 
company out of its difficulties, one million one hundred 
thousand pounds of which has been since paid ; so that three 
hundred thousand pounds only remaining in circulation, he 
thought he had a fair opportunity of issuing two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds in exchequer bills, more than the 
last year, without running the risque of a glutted mar- 
ket. On this ground therefore, it was, that he encreased 
the exchequer bills from one million two hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds, to one million five hundred thousand 
pounds. 

His Lordship repeated, that the money to be borrow- 
ed and funded, would be two millions. In this operation 
he had two points in view 5 one was, to make the best 
bargain he could for the public -, the other, to give the 
stockholder a reasonable profit and encouragement to sub- 
scribe •, both those he hoped would be efie^led. It is true 
there would be a nominal loss to the public of 15 per 
cent, but it could not possibly be otherwise, and the sub- 
scriber would be no real gainer, on account of the very low 
price of stock, for the premium and the advance on the lot- 
tery 
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terj tickets would amount to more than a fair market-price 
for his subscription. 

The interest on this stock would amount to sixty-four 
thousand pounds per annum\ and as it was not meant to 
break in on thet sinking fund, the interest money must be 
paid by new taxes. 

Taxes in all countries, where necessity did not compel^ 
'should, as much as possible, be laid on luxury, and the ele- 
gant conveniencies of life; but much more where the con- 
sequence and strength of a kingdom chiefly depend on its 
trade and commerce. In those he meant to submit to the 
committee, he should have that great objeft steadily in view. 
In many instances this mode of levying taxes would not 
answer. Where great sums were to be borrowed, the burden 
must lie on the bulk of the people at large, who were only 
capable of bearing it ; but in every operation, such as the 
present, luxuries ought to be taxed, both because the first 
weight ought to fall on the rich anS opulent, and because 
every tax, which might in its consequences tend to afFeft our 
manufaftures, so as to enhance their value to foreign pur- 
chasers, ought, if possible, to be avoided. 

The tax on four-wheel carriages, though an objeft of 
convenience, was in another light, a luxury, because none 
kept them but such as wete really or nominally rich. Thc^ 
tax on two-wheel carriages came under the same descrip- 
tion in a secondary degree; but on inspefting into the pro- 
duce of the last mentioned tax, he observed that it decreased 
while the other was yearly on the increase. The number 
of four-wheel carriages which paid the tax last year, he said, 
was 1 8,600 : but supposing that gentlemen, who had several 
of them, would on this acfcount lay down one, or that the 
number of four-wheel' carriages might from other causes 
aAually decrease, he would allow for that decrease, and fix 
the number at 1 7,000, which, at twenty shillings each, would 
produce the sum of seventeen thousand pounds. 

The next proper objeft of taxation, he thought, would 
be stage-coaches and machines. He said, that gentlemen 
who paid the tax for their own carriages, thought it a little 
extraordinary that hackney carriages should be exempted, 
particularly v/hen they saw four or six insides, and eight or 
ten outsides daily passing them on the road, without con- 
tributing a shilling towards the public expence. Those he 
coniputed at 400, though he believed them to be considerably 

more. 
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more, which, at five pounds each, would produce about two 
thousand pounds a year. 

There had been taxes already laid on all deeds and paper 
writings sealed, but he thought from the easy manner of 
collecting the stamp-duties, and the be&efits supposed to 
arise to the parties from such transactions at die time, that 
deeds wovdd bear an additional stamp of one shilling, Thd 
shilling stamp laid on in 1736, produced the last year thirty-* 
two- thousand pounds,, but taking it on an average of thirty 
thousand pounds, he pro(K)sed that an additional tax of one 
shilling each should be laid on all deeds or paper writings, 
sealed, heretofore liable to the payment of stamp-duties. . 

Cards and dice were matters of real luxury, and ought 
therefore to be taxed. 164,000 packs of cards had been 
stamped the last year, wliich amounted to between three and 
four thousand pounds. Another six-penny stamp would pro- 
duce a like sum, and the half-crown stamp on dice, about four 
hundred pounds, and both taken together, to upwards of four 
thousand pounds. 

Newspapers in general, he thought a very fit otgeft of 
taxation. He said, many persons thought they did more 
•harm than good, while others looked upon them to be of 
great public benefit. He did not pretend to determine whe- 
ther they were, or were not; but he could not help observ* 
ing that they inculcated one thing which he believed was 
not to be credited, which was, that the liberties of this 
country were in danger from cruel, ambitious, and tyran- 
nical ministers, when, under this tyrannic govemmentj news- 
writers were daily permitted to abuse the persons, and mis- 
represent the measures, of those very men whom they de- 
scribed as enemies of liberty, with impunity. He could fur- 
ther inform them that those calumnies and fialseh6ods, were 
propagated and repeated in the course of a year, in no less 
than 12,230,000 newspapers. It was difficult to determine 
whence this avidity for reading neAvspapers arose. He coul4 
not s^y it was from a thirst of knowledge or improvement. 
He presumed, therefore, it was from a general desire of 
knowing what was ' passing, of spending half an hour that 
lay heavy on their 'hands, or from an idle Yoolish curiosity ^ 
but let the reason be what it might, it was a species of luxury 
that ought to be taxed, and from the prop'nisity just men- 
tioned, would, he made no doubt, well bear it. He said, 
by the last returns in the stamp-ofiice, the amount of the 
tax was tiftv thousand pounds on the penny stamp. He 

proposed 
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proposed now to lay on an additional halfpenny^ which 
would, if the sale were to continue the same, produce twenty- 
five thousand pounds, but ais the sale might possibly decrease^ 
somewhat, and thereby affedt the penny stamp, aQd that se- 
veral papsrs which were charged, were returned as unsold, 
and the stamp afterwards allowed for, he would compute the 
produce of this tax to be no more than eighteen thousand 
pounds per annum. Taking those severd sums together^ 
they made about seventy thousands pounds per annum^ out of 
which dedu£Hng the interest of the two millions one hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds, which was sixty-four thousand 
pounds, there would remain about six or eight thousand 
pounds a year to be applied to the uses of the sinking-fund, 
that is, provided those several taxes produced what he now 
stated. 

His Lordship ,^en reminded the committee, that the 
power and wealth of this country were great, and its spirit 
high, notwithstanding the pains that had been taken to de- 

Exiate one, and villify and traduce the other. Though 
glishmcn were degraded in the eyes of all Europe as 
tame, spiritless, and cowardly, though this country had 
been represented to be exhausted, borne down by taxes, and 
on the eve of a general bajtikruptcy ; though the disappoint- 
ments of the last campaign were magnified into defeats ; and 
though America was represented by the same persons, to be 
the seat of virtue, liberty, courage and heroism, he never- 
theless, trusted that this country had both the spirit left to 
assert her rights, to resent the insults she had received, and to 
convince her public and domestic enemies, that as she had 
the will, so she had likewise the means, of repairing her in- 
jured honour* He observed, that this country, when roused 
to a sense of her injuries, had never failed to chastise her 
foes, whether foreign or domestic ; and that however slow 
she might be in the beginning, experience had taught them 
to their cost, that she was not to be injured or insulted with 
impunity. 

He observed, that the loan had turned out better than it 
would have done three or four days since, as the 3 per cent* 
consolidated annuities had fallen ^ or f per cent, within that 
time, on account of a pretended account lately received by 
a ship lately arrived from Jamaica, giving an account of the 
hostile preparations of the French and Spaniards in that quar- 
ter, and of martial law being proclaimed through that island. 
He could not think of passing it over in silence, and suffering 
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it to remain uncontradifted ; for if there was the least founda* 
tion for it, the government would never have permitted a vessel 
to depart for Eurppe without sending an account of it ; there- 
fore he would assure the House the report w^s totally false. 

His Lordship spoke above an hour, to prove the solid 
grounds the credit of the bank of England stood on; and con- 
tended, that it was no less supported by its own ability,, than 
its known regard to public faith, which had secured it a cre- 
dit and reputation, not only within this island, but in almost 
every part of the mtercantile world. He alluded to Dr. Price, 
Lord Stair, &c. several of whose arguments, he said, were 
built upon hypothetical reasonings. They often contained matter 
well deserving of public and private consideration ; but there 
was one observation he learnt by perusing them, that however 
their fadls might be just, pertinent, or important, their conclu- 
sions and prediftions generally turned out to be false. When 
even men, thfe best Versed in business, and who had afted in 
the most important stations, quitted praftice for theory, they 
were no less liable to fall into error than mere abstraft reason- 
ers. Such was th^ case of a great minister (Sir Robert Wal- 
pole) who was pften heard to say, that whenever the nation 
owed looTKiUfons, it would be undone, and would become a 
bankrupt. The event has since falsified the prediction of that 
able politician, for in less than thirty years after pronouncing 
this authoritative sentence, the nation owed near 150 millions, 
and was neither bankrupt nor undone. 

He observed, that gx-eat pains had been taken to decry the 
bank, and to depreciate its credit, but to no purpose. It had 
been called a bubble; but to use the words employed on ano- 
ther occasion, if the bank was a bubble, so was the world. 
Many attempts have been made tO' prove its conneftion and- 
dependence on government, and the influence it gave the 
minister. If by the minister was meant the first lord of the 
treasury, he assured the committee he had no influence on 
them; if he had, he should, he hoped, use it to the best 
purposes, that of the public welfare. It was said too, that 
the bank had joined government agamst the people, than 
which nothing could be more fallacious, for by joining and 
co-operating with government, they essentially served the 
people, and no surer test could be given than this, which was, 
that if the people withdrew their contidence from government 
but for one day, he would engage that the next the individu- 
als who compose the present administration, would have no 
more iniiuence ^vith the bank, than a;iy otlier set of indivi- 
duals 
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duals whatever; and on the whole, he could fairly declare, 
that he did not know a single instance in which the bank had 
assisted government, which was in faft assisting the public, 
but in circulating the exchequer and navy bills, which ' 
brought them into the market, and lowered the premium half 
per cent. 

It might be objefted, he said, that the grants already 
made, and the services already provided for, would not be 
sufficient, particularly that no provision had been made for 
the army extraordinaries, which would be a certain expence. 
The observation would be a just one, if made, for there was 
none. He foresaw it, and intended, if something liad not 
jprevented him, to have taken his Majesty's direftions on that 
point. He, however, .would take the earliest opportunity of 
waiting on his Majesty, in pursuance of which, he presumed, 
he would to-morrow deliver a royal message, desiring a vote 
of credit. 

The events of war were uncertain; but he had every rea- 
son to be satisfied, that such steps had been taken as would be 
the means of bringing America to a proper sense of her duty. 
There was nothing he so much desired, nor notliing more 
disagreeable to him, than to assert the rights of this country 
by force of arms, if it were possible to secure them by any 
other means. He sincerely wished for accommodation, if it 
could be obtained consistently with the honour and interests 
of the parent state, and the dignity and legislative supremacy 
of the British Parliament. He wished sincerely for concilia- 
tion, and was heartily disposed to treat America with tender- 
ness and afFeftion. But he trusted to the spirit and insulted 
honour of the British nation, that it would not let its most 
valuable and important rights be wrested by force, violence, 
and rebellion, out of its hand; and if occasion should require 
it, that it would exert that strength, which, when properly ex- 
erted, never failed to prevail. 

His Lordship, in reply, sceniliigly, to such as had asserted 
in print, that the current gold and silver coin- of the king- 
dom had been decreased, stated several fadls to prove it was 
not. He said nine miilions sterling luid been aheady coined 
since the passing of the a(Sl; that four millions of light and 
cut gold remained in the bank ready for coining; that pro- 
bably the present proclamation, relative to the calling in such 
guineas as were under five penny%veights six grains, and which 
exceeded five pennyweights three grains, would produce three 
millions; to which, if were added such guineas as were within 

the 
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the SIX and eight grains, for which no prodamation had been 
issued, with the silver coin, probably amounting to between 
three and four millions, supposing the last to be veiy base, 
and not worth half its nominal value ; the whole, he bcKeved, 
would not fall much short of twenty millions, a sum far ex- 
ceeding any thing that had been yet asserted in print respeft- 
ing any other period. 

He dwelt upon the wealth, strength, and high spirit of the 
nation; talked nrach of the pitiful figure we made in the be- 
ginning of the late war, and afterwards how vigorously wc 
prosecuted, and how gloriously we terminated it. [He alluded 
to Do6lor Brown's Estimate of the Manners and Princijdes of 
of the timcs.l 

Governor Johnstone observed, it was a little extraordinary 
that the gallery should be open on that day, and shut up upon 
almost every other, since the commencement of the session, 
on which matters of importance came unddr discussion. He 
assured the House, that he was always pleased to see jhe 
gallery as full as the convenience of the members would per- 
mit; but the admission on such a day as this, which gave the 
minister an advantage over his opponents, by giving any sen- 
timents as his own, and imputing any sentiments he pleased 
to others, fully convinced him that his Lordship's influence 
extended to every matter relative to the condudl and ordering 
of that House, be the occasion ever so trivial or important. 
If strangers are to be shut out one day, none can be at a loss 
to know whence the mandate originated; if the gallexy is 
to be open on another day, it was equally evident to whom 
the public were indebted for the indulgence. He knew he was 
disorderly in alluding to such a circumstance, and he should 
hardly have mentioned it, but for another, which was of no 
small importance to him, as well as all the other gentlemen 
on that side of the House. The matter he alluded to was the 
indireft charges made against them, as if they had vilified the 
nation, questioned its spirit and ability, and drawn compari- 
sons between it and America much to its disgrace, than which 
nothing could be more false or ill founded. The arguments 
he alluded to were, he insisted, mis-stated and misrepresent- 
ed. It was not the courage nor the spirit of the nation that 
was questioned; it was that the war was unpopular, that the 
people did not approve of it, that they were cool, languid, 
and irresolute. He said it was happy for the noble Lord that 
the people were so, for if it was a foreign w^ar that had been 
so unsuccessful, that had been so replete with mismanagement 

and 
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and miscondufl:, it would probably by this time have cost the 
minister his head. He adverted to the very great and heavy 
expence, and spoke of the present taxes proposed, as only a 
foretaste oif what the people were to expeft. He said the 
war was diabolical^ but he would not takd advantage of an 
open gallery to d^lare his sentiments, but he was certain it 
was an ynjust and. impolitic war. The noble Lord, and his 
colleagues iii ofBce in that House, had frequently asserted that 
Am.erica wpuld be subdued in one cam]f)aign ; but he called 
upon any one gentleman, either in the army or navy, to rise and 
pledge himself^ as a professional man^ for the truth of it. He 
was very certain not one of them would or could. If so, 
then it would follow that our additional taxes werct but just 
commencing J and if we were to borrow two millions this 
year, five times the sum would hardly be sufficient to defray 
the expences of the next year. He observed that the lan- 
guage of. the noble Lord had been greatly changed of late. 
The general tenor of it,^ for the purpose of inducing the na- 
tion to^ go to w^» was, that our burthens were intolerable % 
th^t our debt was enormous, our resources exhausted; that 
we paid seventeen shillings and sixpence in the pound, while 
America did not and would not contribute a pepper-oom 
towards the support of those biuthens which she had been 
instnimjentjil in incurring. Now the note is suddenly chang- 
ed: Britain is the mos^ rich, flourishing, and opulent Country 
on the fax:e of the earth* Her taxes are great, but her re- 
sources ajre immense, and her strength irresistible. He obr 
jested to the tax on. hackney-coaches and newspapers, on 
the ground of being stated by the noble Lord as articles of 
hixury. Stage-rcoaches, he said, were very useful modes of 
conveyance. They were . calculated for the conveniency of 
the midxiliog and lower orders of people. They were expe- 
ditious^ and were of national benefii , that of opening a com- 
munication between one part of the kingdom and another, 
which, in a trading, manufa<Shu*ing nation, was of no small 
consequence. As to newspapers, he thought the tax had 
better be laid on the political pamphlets, or rather the poli- 
tical trash, countenanced by government. But if newspapers 
are an objeft of luxury, it was a luxury whiph it would be 
cruel to deprive those of who thought it so. But even on 
the noWe Lord's own state, he could not think it so great as 
he represented it. He remarked on the noble Lord's rea- 
sonings relative to the ship-news received from Jamaica. He 
said hQ had made it his business to enquire of the captain, 

and 
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and had found it to correspond with what had appeared in 
the public prints. His Lordship has said if there had been 
any foundation for the report, the governor would have sent 
an account of it. But does it follow, that the report must be 
falsCf because the ministry have received no intelligence of it? 
The ship which brought the news from Jamaica came by the 
north passage, which was the safest, and frequently the most 
expeditious^ another vessel, with the dispatches, might be on 
her voyage; and martial Jaw might be proclaimed di: it mjght 
not; still the fa£l was not invalidated, of the governor of Ja- 
rmaica being alarmed by the great force the French had in the 
West Indies. 

Mr. i^px began with remarking on an observation made by 
his honourable friend, relative to the opening the gallery on 
one day, and shutting it every other day during the session^ 
.in which public business was transacted. He presumed, the 
.cause was, that the noble Lord over the way could learn to 
.be consistent one day, though not a second day in the year. 
It gave him an opportunity, besides, to misrepresent what had 
been said at the other side of the House, by charging them 
with assertions that never entered their thoughts, reflecting on 
the spirit of the nation, and the bravery and native courage of 
its inhabitants. 

Sir Fletcher Norton said he could not sit silent and hear it 
thrown out as if he had been the means of shutting the doors 
at sometimesi and opening them at others. He disclaimed 
the imputation. He said, whatever had been done, was in 
pursuance of the order of the House ; that there was a stand*- 
ing order, that no strangers should be admitted into the gal*- 
lery, and that frequent applications had been made to him by 
several gentlemen to have it striClly enforced. If the order 
was thought to be an improper one, a motion ought to be 
made to take it into consideration; and if the House thought 
proper, they might rescind it. Till that was done, or until 
the House unanimously agreed to relax it, for it would be in 
the power of any one member to move to have the gallery 
cleared as long as the order stood, it was impossible he could 
a<St otherwise. 

Mr. Rig/?y insisted, that no person of any description had 
any right to enter into either- House of Parliament but the 
members. He said, that the Speaker had no power to dis- 
pense with the standing order no more than anyone eke; nor 
did he see what business strangers had at any time in the 
gallery. He was extremely violent against America, and 
contended, that Great Britain ought never to make any spe- 
cific 
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cific promisey or sigr«e to any previous conditions} till (he 
people of America threw down their anns; and if they sbonU 
obstinately persist, Britain ought to persevere till America 
vras subdued. He contended that Axi^^ca aimed at indepcnr 
d«nce. It was plain, from the pamphlet called Cemmm Setuif 
written by a member of the congress. 

G>lond JBarre desired to know if Lord Howe was to go out 
to America, and whether, if he should, it was intended to 
arm his Lordship with powers sufficient to treat with the cor 
lonies) because he understood firom his Lordship^ that he 
would not go, unless he had powers to treat on, terms of con- 
ciliation. No aftjw^. 

Lord JN<»r/^said he did not mean to assure the House» that 
the report of advices from Jamaica was not true} but that he 
did not believe those advices. 

N Reportfram the Committee af Way and Means* 

Resolved^ That, towards raising the supply granted to Im 
Majesty, the sum of 2,ooo,oool, shall be raised in manner f<^ 
lowing; that is to say, the sum of i^oo,oooL by annuities, 
after the rate of 3L per cent, with an additional capital thereto, 
ill manner herein-after mentioned; and the sum of 6oo,oooL 
by a lottery, attended with like 3I per cent, annuities. 

That every contributor tows^*ds raising the said sum of 
2,ooo,oool. shall in respect of every one hundred pounds by 
him subscribed, upon payment of 70!. to the chief cashier or 
cashiers of the governor and company of the bank of England, 
at the times herein after mentioned, have and be entided to 
the principal sum of 77L los. in annuities, after the rate of 3I. 
per centum per annum, to commence from 5th day of April 
1776; the first payment thereon to be made for one quarter, 
from the said 5th day of April 1776, to the 5th of July fol- 
lowing; and such contributors, upon payment of the further 
sum of 30I. on each lool. so subscribed, shall have and receive 
from the said chief cashier or cashiers three tickets (zs soon 
as the same can conveniently be made out) in a lottery to con- 
sist of 60,000 tickets, of the value of loL each, amounting to 
the sum of 6oo,oool. the whole of which sum shall be distri- 
buted into prizes for the benefit of the said contributors, and 
shall be attended with like 3l./^r cent, annuities, to commence 
from the 5th day of January 1777. 

That the sum of 1,400,000!. to be contributed for 2^*pir 
cent, annuities as aforesaid, together with the additional ca- 
pital of 7I. I OS. for every 70L to be paid in to the said chief 
cashier or cashiers, making in the whole 1,550^001 and the 

Vol. la S sum 
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*iim <tf 66o,o6bl. the amount of the prizes iri the lottery, 
'*hall, from the time of their respcftive commencements, be 
mdded to, and made one joint stock with the 3I. per cent, annu- 
ities consolidated per a£b 25, aB, 29, 32 and 33 Geo. II. and 
^6y several subsequent afts, and charged upon the sinking fnnd, 
and shall be payable (except as to the annuity after tjie rate of 
^\*per cent per annum to be paid for one quarter to the 5th of 
July 1776, in respeft of the sum of 77I. los. to be aUoweti 
csich contributor of 70I. as aforesaid) and transferrable at the 
bank of England, and subjeft to redemption, in the samtf maAf^ 
ner as the said 3I. per cent, consolidated annuities are payable 
and transferable there, and redeemable by Parliament. 

That eiref y contribtitof towards raising the said sum of 
2,ooO|06ol. shall, en or before the 30th day of this instanrt 
April, make a deposit with the said chief cashier or cashiers cf 
the governor and company of the bank of England of 15L per 
centunty on the whole sum by him subscribed, as a secm-ity for 
making the respcftive future payments to the said cashiers of 
the bank of England, on or before the times herein after li- 
mited, that is to say, 

On 1,400,0001. fdf annuities. 

1 5I. per cent, on or before the 30th of May next. 

2ol. per cent, on or before, the 28th of June next. 

15I. per cent, on of before the 3 1st of July next. 

\^\,per cent, on or before the lofh of September next* 

20I. per cent, on or before the 24th of Oftober next. 
On 6oo,oool. lottery. 

25I. per cent, on or before the 14th of June next. 

3oL^^r cent, on or before the lOth of August next. 

3dL per cent, on or before the 3d of 06lober next, 
and that all the monies so to be received by the said chief ca- 
shier or cashiers of the bank of England shall be paid into the 
receipt of his Majesty*s exchequer, to be applied^ from time to 
time, to such services as shall then have been voted by this 
' House in this session of Parliament. 

That every contributor, who shall pay in the whole of his! 
• contribution money towards the said sum of 1,400,000!. to be 
contributed for the annuities, at any time after the 5th day df 
July next, and before the 7th day of September following; or 
on account of his share in the said lottery for 6oo,oool. on or 
before the 8th day of August next, shall be allowed an interest, 
by way df discount, after the rate of '^l.per cenUnn per annttm^ 
on tlie sum so compleating his contribution respedtively, to be 
computed from the day of compleating the same, to the 24tlv 

day 
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day of Oftober next, ihregard to the sumpaidon account of the 
aforementioned sum to be paid for annuities ^ and to the third 
day of OElober hext, in respeA of the sum paid on account of 
the said lottery. 

Thati towards making good the supply granted to his Ma- 
jesty, there be issued and applied the sum of nine hundred and 
eighty thousand four hundred forty^ne pounds, one shilling, 
and one penny half-penny, remaining in die receipt of the ex- 
chequer on the 5th day of April 1776, for the disposition of 
Parliament, of the monies which had then arisen, of the sur^ 
plusses, excesses, and overplus monies, and other revenues, 
composing the fund commonly called the sinking fund. 
' That, towards raising the supply granted to his Majesty, 
there be issued and applied, the sum 01 one million eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven thousand four hundred and twenty^ 
eight pounds, three shillings, and ten pence, out of such mo- 
nies as shall or may arise of the surplusses, excesses, or over- 
plus monies, and other revenues, composing the fund com- 
monly called the sinking fund. 

That, towardsf making good the supply granted to his Ma- 
jesty, there, be issued and applied the sum of eleven thousand 
four hundred forty-four poundis, four shillings and three pence 
farthing, remaining in the receipt of the exchequer on the 5th 
day of April 1776, for the disposition of Parliament, of the 
monies arisen by the duties on rice exported, the du|:ies on 
sugars and cambricks granted by an zCt of the sixth year of 
his present Majesty's reign, the duty on apples imported, the 
monies paid by the counties which have not raised the militia, 
and also of imprest monies repaid there. 

That an additional rate, or duty, of twenty shillings per 
annumy be raised, levied, collected, and paid, for and upon 
every coach, bcrlin, landau, chariot, calash, with four wheels^ 
chaise marine, chaise with four wheels, and caravan, or by 
what name soever ;5uch carriages now are, or hereafter may 
be, called or known, that shall be kept by or for any person, 
for his or her own use, or to be let out to hire (other than and 
except such coaches and other carriages as now are, or here- 
after may be, licenced by the commissioners for the duties 
arising by hackney coaches) which said additional duty of 
twenty shillings shall, from time to time, be paid down in like 
manner, and at the same time, and be raised, coUe£led, and 
paid, by the same means and methods, and imder the like 
rules and penalties, as the annual duty of four pounds,. given 
and granted by an aft passed in the twentieth year of the reign 
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i^hishtfe Majesty King Geoi^ th6 S^<mdi,ii direAed to be 
tailed^ leviedi coUe9)ed, and paid. 

Hitt there shall 6e raised, leviedi coUefted, and paid, unto 
and for the use of his A^jesty, his heirs and successors, 
for and upoii eircry coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calash 
witii four wheels, chaise marine, chaise with four wheels, 
caravan, or by what name soever such carriages now arc, or 
hereafter may be, called or known, that shall be kept by or 
for any person, and employed in carrying passengers for hire 
to and m>f)i difierent places within this kingdom, as public 
stage coaches (other than and except such coaches and other 
carriages as shall be licenced by the commissioners for the 
duties arising by hackney coadies) the yearly sum of fiye 
pounds for every such coach, beriin, and landau, chariot, ca- 
lash with four wheels^ chaise marine, chaise with four wheels, 
and caravan, or by what name soever such carriages now are, 
or hereafter may be called or known, so to be kept and em- 
ployed as aforesaid, the said duties to be paid by the person or 
persons who keep the same. 

That, towards raising the supply mnted to his Majesty, an 
additional stamp duty of one shiHmg be charged for every 
skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet <»* piece of 
paper, upon which shall be engrossed, written or printed, any 
indenture lease, bond or other deed (for which a stamp duty 
of one shilling is payable by virtue of an aft made in the 30th 
year of his late Majesty) over and above the several duties now 
. payable thereon. 

That, towards raising the supply granted to his Majesty, an 
additional stamp duty of one halfpenny be charged upon every 
news-paper printed in Great Britain, to be dispersed and made 
public, *fver and above the duties now papMe thereon. 

That, towards raising the supply granted to his Majesty, an 
additional stamp duty of six pence be charged upon every . 
pack of playing cards made fit for sale or use in Great Britain, 
to be paid by the maker thereof, over and above the duties 
now payable tliereon^ 

That, towards raising the supply granted to his Majesty, an 
additional stamp duty of two shillings and six pence be charg- 
ed upon every pair of dice made fit for sale or use in Great 
Britain, to be paid by the maker thereof, over and above the 
duties now payable thereon. 

That such of the monies as shall be paid into the receipt of 
the exchequer, after the 5th day of April 1776, and on or 

before 
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before the fifth day of April 1777, of theproducc ofthe duties 
i^arged by two a6h made in the fifth and fourteenth years of 
his present Majesty's reign^ upon the importation and eKpor* 
tation of gum Senega and gum*. Arabic, be aj^lied towardi 
making good the supply granted to his Majesty. 

Ordered* 

That bills be brought in upon the said resolutions. 
April 2^. 

The resolutions firotfi the committee of supply being read, 
Mr. Hartley observed, that the accounts were at once the 
most slovenly and delusive he ever saw laid before that Houses 
That, unwilling to take up the time of the House to no pur- 
pose, he should just make an observation or two relative to 
the immediate probable efiedb of the present war; that is, 
that the end of this year would nearly leave us in the same 
situation we were at the conclusion of the hte peace ; an4 
that another campaign, computed at the same expence as thac ' 
of 1776, would leave us fourteen millions in debt, which was 
five mcH'e than were cleared off at the end of thirteen years 
peace. 

Mr. Vyner observed, that the coach aA had a clause iti it 
which enabled the colle£lors to compound with such ,as had 
more than five carriages for lol. per, annum\ he therefore 
hoped the composition would be raised in proportion, that the 
compounders mi^tnot escape the efieA ofthe proposed tax( 
ibr it might be presumed that those who kept the greatest 
number of carriages, would be best able Co pay the tax. 

L(Mrd Niirth said, it would be time enough to speak of that 
^rhen the bill imposing thetax should come before the House. 
When that time should arrive, ht proposed to move that the 
composition in future .diould be 25I. per, ann. 

Mr. Vyner stated a complaint against the Lord Great 
Chamberlain, for shutting up the avenues to the House during 
the trial of the Duchess of Kingston, in Westminster-Hall. 
That he and mahy other gentlemen wanted their votes and 
letters, and could not get them. He was certain the cotoduA 
<Qf that ofiicer was unprecedented^ he should therefore be glad 
to know hf what new authority he a^ed. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot said, he wished the honourable gentleman 
would refrain making any motion for a few days, because it 
would be proper to gain foil information on the subjeA before 
the House came to any resolution, and be sure first what was 
the ancient and established usage in such cases. 

S3 Mr. 
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Mr. Vyner said, he readily acquiesced in the justice of the 
honourable gentleman's reasoning; he should therefore wave 
his motion for the present, but he should take care, however, 
in the course of a few days, to move for a comnnittee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to enquire into the antient mode of pro- 
ceeding, and if it had been varied, or the privileges of the 
House infringed, he would certainly follow it with such other 
motion as he should think the particular circumstances of the 
case required. 

Sir yames Lowther then made the following motion, pur- 
suant to the notice given by him previous to the Easter recess, 
•' That it is the opinion of this House, that the introducing 
of foreign troops into any part of the dominions of the crown 
of Great Britain, without the previous consent or approha-. 
tion of the Parliament of Great Britain, is contrary to the 
principles of the constitution, and not warranted by law." 
He gave an historical detail of the introduftion of foreigner* 
into this kingdom since the earliest periods of the monarchy, 
and shewed that it had always been looked upon to be illegal 
and unconstitutional to introduce foreign troops into the 
kingdom without the consent of Parliament. He said, afl 
our liberties would be no more than a shadow, if such things 
were permitted or maintained on the ground of prerogative, 
for instead of a limited, the very nature and eflFeft of such a 
pretended claim In the crown, would render this government 
an absolute monarchy. Among the points he most urged, 
was the conduft of King William's Parliament towards his 
Dutch guards, and the sense the nation had of the law at the 
time of its being passed; and that construftion which the 
framcrs of the bill of rights law immediately gave it, was to 
him the fullest proof that the obvious constru£Hon of the law 
as it now appeared, was likewise the intention of those who 
passed it, which was, that no foreigners could be constitution- 
ally introduced into this country without the consent of Par- 
liament. 

Governor Johnstone seconded the motion, and was extremely 
pointed and severe on Lord North. He insisted his lordship 
had insulted the nation^ and that House, in the manner of 
conduddng the indemnity bill. The preamble was no better 
than a mere farce, and it was all along condi:6led in that light 
in the House; so the fate it met with in the other shewed how 
little the minister, when his turn was served, regarded the 
wishes of either his friends or his enemies. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cosmo Gordon said, it was an improper time to t^'-ce 
any step which might have the appearance of passing a cen- 
sure on his Majesty's ministers j and though he did njot eft^ 
tirely approve of the measure the niotion vas intended to 
condemn, yet he believed the minUters always afted a.ccorcl^ 
ing to the King*s inclinations. He sai4, he wpulci not move 
the previous question, because he had donp it upon the ho- 
nourable gentleman's former similar motion but he hoped 
somebody else would. 

The right honourable T. Townshend spoke of the dan- 
ger of bringing foreigners into the British dominions, \yith- 
out tlie consent of Parliament. It was a new experiment, 
and should have been adopted with great caution. It is 
true, foreigners were taken into the British pay in every 
war since the Hijvolutfon ; but it made a very great differ- 
ence, in hiring them to fight our battles on the . continent^ 
or to defend their own dominions, and introducing them into 
the BA-itish empire ; perhaps not long before it Would be for 
' the purpose of defending this very capital. The mode, h^ 
^aid, of recruiting the British troops with foreigners was 
besides extremely exceptionable^ They were inlisted in the 
Hans towns, which were known to be the asylum of all the 
rogues and vagabonds of the rest of Germany; men who 
had fled their respeftive countries for their crimes. When 
such men therefore came to serve in America, tosuppo:g 
that they would fight cordially for this country, and for its 
rights, was folly and absurdity in the extreme : They wou'd 
certainly enlist with the best pay-master, or join with thct 
party which held out the best prospers of improving thc'r 
present situation or future fortunes, fie s^iid, what miuic 
him the more solicitous about the success of the present mo- 
tion was, that he understood the measure of introducing fo- 
reign troops had not been supported upon the ground of ne- 
cessity, or the exigencies of affairs, but had been expressly 
Tn?vintained by several eminent lawyers as a positive uncondi- 
tional prerogative inherent in the crown. 

Lord Mulgravey in answer to Sir James Lowther, said the 
fafts alluded to by that gentleman did not mean '.he domi- 
nions of the crown at large, but were specifically confined to 
this country. He thert^fore did not conceiye that any law 
or ^usage whatever, reached the present case^ or could prevent 
the King from bringing foreigners into any part of the domi- 
nions of the crown he pleased, Great- Britain excepted. 

S 4 * ' Tl e 
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*tht Lord Advocate of Scot/and wished to let matters rest 
ttpbh their former footing. The usage had always been 
thlt the crown had a right to exercise the di«cretionary power 
now obj^Aed to j but as the motion stated was not one that 
bii;^ht to have a direft negative put upon it, he should mov^ 
the previous question. He said^ on which side the law lay 
"he would not pretend to determine ; but, for his part he 
Idiould think a minister very inexcusable and bkrne-worthy, 
who did aot, when the exigencies of the state, and the most 
important interests of his country were at stake, Venture 
even to transgriess the exaft limits and bounds of the law 5 
tad in such a case he was sure Parliament would chearfuUy 
indemnify him. And if Gibraltar and Minorca, for want o( 
i sufficient defence, had fallen into the hands of the French 
and Spaniards, he would be one of the first who would givd 
his vote for hanging that minister who neglefted to procure 
jj^eigners for their se^rurity, were it in his power. 

Mr. Dunning confined himself chiefly to the defini- 
tion of the law, and shewed, that if interpreted in the man- 
tier contended for on the other side, 100,000 Russians or 
Germans might be introduced into Scotland, because Scot- 
land at the time of passing the bill of rights formed no part 
6f this kingdom. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn s^d, that the motion now made became 
iDore necessary by throwing out the indemnity bill; it was a 
proper motion to prevent the measure of introducing foreigners 
Without the consent of Parliament, having the full weight 
apd authority of a precedent. 

Mr. Attorney General said, that ministers always do things 
at their own peril when they overstep the law. It was 
therefore idle to be talking or insisting on the legality or ille- 
gality of the measure \ if they should aft in a manner not 
warranted by the constitution. Parliament were the best 
judgeSf and would proceed to acquital or condemnation, ac- 
cording to the nature of the case. 

Mr. Fox said, that it was illegal for one part of the legis- 
lature to sanftify the introduftion of foreigners. Parliament 
' Were the proper judges of the. measure. 
' Honourable T. jLf///r^// shewed, that the sending iiome the 
Putch guards, was in consequence of the conduft of James, 
not any real jealousy the , nation entertained of King Wil- 
liam. 

The previous question was put, that the question be now 
fhit. The House divided, ayes 88 ; noes 149. 

Aprtl 
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April 26. 

The House resolved itself into a committee, to consider of 
a more effectual method of securing the freedom of eleftions 
of members to serve in Parliament \ but came to no reso- 
lution. 

Adjourned till April 29. 

April 29. 

Report of committee of ways and means. No debate. lo 
committee on Shaftesbuiy incapacitating bill ; to sit again. 
April 30. 

Mr. Vyner complained of a breach of privilege committed 
by the Lord Great Chamberlain, who, during the trial of the 
Duchess of Kingston, had shut up all the avenues to the House. 

Sir G. Elliot said, the noble Duke [Duke of Ancaster] had 
assured him it proceeded from mistake. 

Mr. SeymotiT mentioned, that a member of the House 
f Lord Barrington] had been called upon to give evidence at 
the trial without leave of the House. 

Mr. Townshend said, leave of the House ought to have 
been first asked. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes. The veneration with which I am 
deeply impressed for the constitution of my country, the love 
and affeftion of a native to the noble privileges, the laws 
and liberties of England, as well as duty and gratitude to 
the much injured freeholders of Middlesex, are the powerful 
motives of my again troubling the House with a question so 
frequently agitated within these walls, and so fully discussed 
ieven the last session, although not hitherto followed with the 
success I hope on the present occasion. 

T&e profligacy, venality, and daring attempts against li- 
berty of the last House of Commons, have made their me- 
mory odious to the people. The annals of our country are 
disgraced with their various violations of the rights of the 
subjeft. I shall now confine myself to a single case, but it 
was of the blackest nature and deepest dye, branched out into 
many enormities, and still demands ample atonement. I 
allude to the ^ irious resolutions respefting the eleftions foi* 
the county of Middlesex, and the seating Mr. LuttreU in the 
House, although he had confessedly only a minority of the 
suffrages of the freeholders, in whom the constitution has 
placed the right of elaftion. While these resolutions, Sir, 
remain among our records, I consider a precedent established 
under the sandtion of this House of Parliament to rob not 
only a whole county, but the entire colieftive body of 
electors of this kiagdoiii of their hirdiright,'and most valua- 
ble 
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ble inheritance. It is a precedent, which may be brought 
home to every borough, city, and county, to every freeholder, 
every eleftor in the island. 

The fa£ls were fully stated to the House in the debate on 
this subje^H: the last year, and I am persuaded they live m the 
memory of every gentleman. 1 shall desire the Clerk to 
read only one resolution. It is that of February 17, 1769, 
** That John Wilkes, esq. having been, in this session of 
Parliament, expelled this House, was, and is, incapable of ber 
ing elefted-a member to serve in this present Parliament." 
This declaration, in my opinion, transfers from the people to 
this House the right of election, and by an unbounded, un-r 
controuled exercise of the negative power, the House iri ef- 
fect assume tlie positive right of making whom they please 
the representatives of the people in Parliament, I am very 
ready to admit that there are various natural and legal inca- 
pacities, and when the party is subjeft to any one of them, 
he is not eligible. Aliens, minors, bishops, are incapable of 
being elefted into a House of Commons. Besides these, 
tliere are other incapacities arising from the peculiar circum-;» 
stances of the case, and some created by particular statutes. 
Where however there is no natural or legal disability, the 
capacity of being elected is the inherent right of every free- 
man of the realm, and he cannot be divested of it without an 
equal injury to the party, and to the constituent, in whom 
the power is constitutionally lodged of determining whom he 
thinks the most fit and proper person to aft fof him in thq 
great council of the nation. The declaration of the House 
therefore that any man, duly qualified by law, shall not be 
allowed to sit in Parliament as a representative of the Com- 
mons of the realm, was assuming to themselves the making 
a new law, to which only the three estates are adequate. It 
was disfranchising a whole county, and consequently iii effeft 
the united kingdom. 

The public attention has been so long fixed upon this impor- 
tant business^ tliat it would be the weakest and vainest prcr 
sumption in me to attempt any new arguments in support of 
a right acknowledged by every man, who is not interested in 
the subversion of all our rights, liberties, and franchises. I 
shall not enter on a dull repetition of the debates, which for 
the last seven years have come on every session, nor repeat a 
multitude of cases and precedents ; but while I have a seat 
in this Flouse, I pledge myself to my country, that I will be 
firm and unwearied in my endeavours, till every syllable on 
our journals, which niarks tlie. injustice done to the frechol- 
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ders of Middlesex, and to every eleftor in the island, be fUly 
^erased or obliterated. • 

. Since the debate, however, on this question in the last ses- 
sion, almost within a fortnight after, a case respecting the 
ele<^ron at Abingdon was determined here in a manner dia^ 
metrically opposite to one part of this pretended law of Par- 
liament, solemnly laid down by all the advocates of the mi-, 
nistry in the affair of Mr. Luttrell. They agreed, that all 
the votes given to Mr. Wilkes were thrown away, because 
they were given, as they asserted, to a person labouring un- 
der a legal incapacity, and consequently Mr. Luttrell, with 
only 296 freeholders, was entitled to his seat in preference to 
the other candidate with 1143. '^^^ majority of the elec- 
tors of Middlesex, Sir, fully answered this argument in that 
remarkable petition presented to the House by the worthy 
baronet near me, on the 29th of April, 1769, in which they- 
asserted, " that Mr. Luttrell had not the majority of legal 
votes ; nor did they, when they voted for Mr. Wilkes, mean 
thereby to throw away their votes, or to wave their right of 
representation, nor would they, by any means, have chosen 
to be represented by Mr. Luttrell." Notwithstanding this 
petition, the House, on the 8th of May following, declared 
Mr. Luttrell duly elefted. Now let us examine the still 
more recent case of the Abingdon eleftion, the determina- 
tion of the seleft comriiittee,. with all the proceedings of the 
present Parliaments I will state them briefly, and shall af- 
terwards desire the clerk to read from the journab the more • 
important passages. Mr. Bayley's petition was presented to 
this House on the 6th of December, 1 774. It was confined 
to one single ohjeftion, the legal disability of the other can- 
didate, no accusation of bribery or corruption, riots, unfair 
pra6i:ices, or illegal votes, being exhibited. It stated, " that 
at the place of eleftion, and before the taking of the poll, 
the mayor of the said borough and the other eleftors Were 
publicly told, that as the other candidate, Mr. Jolin Mayor, 
Y/as then high sheriff of that county, he was incapable of 
being chosen a member to represent the said borough in this 
present Parliament, and that all votes given for the said high 
sheriff would be thrown away j notwithstanding which, the 
mayor of the said borough did himself vote, and also received 
the votes of divers other persons for the said high sheriff; 
and that the said high sheriff hath returned himself as duly 
elected for the said borough, in manifest prejudice of the pe- 
litioTier,. who, being the only candidate capable of being 
elected, ought to have been returned." The fafts, as stated 

in 
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ixx the petitioiii were admitted, as well as the numbers at the 
close of the poll, for Mr. Mayor, 146, for Mr. Bayley only 
116. The great question was, whether, if Mr. Mayor was 
not eligible, the votes for him were thrown away, and Mr^ 
Bayley, who had not the majority of eleftors, should be d^ 
clared duly elefted ? The seleft committee, on the 6th of 
March, i775> reported, that neither Mr. Mayor nor Mr. 
Bayley, was duly ele£led, and that the ele£tion was void. 
The House immediately direfted a new writ -to issue for 
Abingdon. The ministerial advocates, who insist on Mr* 
Wilkes's legal incapacity, can scarcely find a case more ex- 
a£Uy parallel. It is equalled only by the well known prece- 
dent of Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor in 1711. Yet the 
burgesses of Lynn were not insulted, by having a gentleman 
declared their representative, wliom they never ek&d. The 
Abingdon case was of the most public notoriety. The re- 
turning officer, and all the eleftors of Abingdon, were pub- 
licly informed of Mr. Mayor's legal incapacity* Mr. Bay- 
ley polled near half the voters of that borough. His opfo* 
sition however being not to a friend of liberty and the peo- 
ple, b^t the attack made on a subaltern in the nHnis^erial 
K>rces, he had little chance of being an akiopted child of the 
House, or of a committee seleded from the present majority. 

The arbitrary res(^ution on our journals, and the zpfdmt- 
ment of A&. Liittrell, I consider as an absolute surrender of 
the constitution to the minister. The laws of the land are 
of no avail, when this House alone can make a new law^ 
adapted to the caprice, violence, or injustice of every emer- 
gency, and when representation in Pariiament no longer 
depends upon the choice ei the electors. The people of 
England may in vain assencible with the fond hope of dSTeAu- 
ally exercising their noblest franchise, if the objeft of their 
choice is really what he ought to be, an independent friend 
of liberty, superior to menace or corruption. The minis- 
ter has found but a n^ay to baffle them in all their proceed- 
ings. He may, on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 
an expulsion— an expulsion, we know, means incapacitation ; 
90 /that during a long period of seven years, the favourite 
objeft of a county's choice may be kept out, and the nomi- 
nee of a minister be declared to represent a populous county^ 
Can there be a more sc^enm mockery of the rights of' a free 
people ? 

While such arbitrary resolutions as those respefting the 
Middlesex eleAions remain on our journals, J think the mi- 
nister holds high the red of vengeance over the head of every 
member of ihk House, He stands here with an uplifted arm, 

suUiitti 
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sublimi flageUp^ to .punish the refradiory, and almost every 
a£bion of the majority seems to betray their being either 
swayed by the dastardly passioa of fear^ or corrupted by the 
mean principle of reward. We are governed by Solon^s 
plan, pritrmo €t ptena, as Cicero has Summed it up in two 
words. Is a member obnosuous or refiradory? Accuse him 
«f a libelf or «ay other crime ; then vote away your ownpri- 
vilq;es to:get at him; and before the cause can come to a 
trial by a jury of his coontrymea on oath, examine two or 
three partial and weU^nstni Aed witnesses under no such sanc- 
tion, and you may proceed immediately to expulsion ; yon 
then vote htm tncapable of being re-ele£led, and you take 
the creature of the minister in his place, and declare him a 
representaitiye of the people. A House of Commons may iii 
this manner be^o garbled, as not to contain a single fair and 
hoiKSt re{aresentative, eleAed according to the law of the land. 

The motion of expunging from our records the resolutions 
of which I complain, I £now is considered by some gentlo- 
men as a violent measure. The case, I think, requires the 
most spirited mode of redress, and I wish for as mil atone- 
ment to the people as possible. The last Parliament gave us 
an instance of expunging from our journals what never ought 
-to have ]3edi moved in this House, the thanks to a stupid tory 
parson for a libel on the Revolution, and the present estabUsh- . 
ment, in a sermon preached on the anniversary of the merited 
death of the tyrant Charles I. If so trifling a business as u 
foolish sermon, neither heard nor read by a score persons, 
called fen* so spirited a measure, can it be deemed improper 
or violent, when the rights of all the ele^bors of the kingdom 
have been openly invaded, and the usurpation justified by gen- 
tlemen in the highest offices undpr the crown ? The circumi^ 
stance is truly alarming, and demands the utmost exertions of 
an honest zeal and generous ardoiu* for the public. 

I own I am not so nice and scrupulous about preserving 
every line of the immensity of the learned lumber of our 
journals. They arc become the mere registers of the edidfa; 
of the minister, of tm-npike roads, enclosures, and matters of 
private business. There are many whole pages disgraceful to 
the nation, among our trivial, fond records. My heart bleeds 
when I read aU the unjust and inhuman resolutions against 
our fellow sulsjedb in. America, the fleets and armies vpted ^ 
for the vain attempt of subduing the unconquerable spirit of 
. liberty among the descendants of Englishmen; and when. I 
refiedl: on the subsequent proceedings, the barbarous and sa- 
vage manner in which you have carried on the war, by at- 
tempting to starve thousands of industrious fishermen, and la^. 
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bcairing poor, with their families, as well as the burning open 
and defenceless towns and tillages, I wish, for the national 
humanity and honour; which formerly stood so high,, these 
black pages of our journals, dnd every trace of the cruelties 
and horrors which followed, were obliterated from the records 
' of this House, of this kingdom, of the human race; 

In justice to the usurped and violated rights of this coun- 
ty, in a full sense of dutjr to all my brtithcr eleAors at large^ 
and to prevent the most fatal and pefnicious precedent being 
ever used by a wicked and ill*designing ftiinbter to the d©* 
strudlion of the sacred right of eleftiott, of natlonalfreedom 
and independency, I move, " that the l^oltitions of thei 
House of the 17th of February, 1769, that John Wilke*, 
Esquire, having been in this session of P^Hiament expelled 
this House, was and is, incapable of sitting ih the present 
Parliament," be expunged from the journds of this House, 
as being subversive of the rights of the whole body of electors 
of this kingdom. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn seconded the motion. 

Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Moysey spoke on the same side^ 

There was no reply. 

The House divided $ for the question pa, against it i8(f. • 

Order for second reading of the bill for preventing the 
plundering of shipwrecked vessels. ' 

Mr. Rice sincerely wished that something might be devised 
to put a stop to so barbarous a praQice^ but as the bill proposed 
to lay a penalty on the hundred where the vn-eck happened, by 
way of indemnification, he could not consent to it, noi* could 
he consent to it though the money were to be raised on thc5 
county at large; but notwithstanding he vras against the 
provisions of the bill, he was not averse to the intentidh, 
which was vthat of putting a stop to so great an evil. He 
should therefore be for sending the bill to a committee, tliat 
gentlemen might have time to consider it. He presumed that 
nothing would answer the purpose better than pursuing some 
plan which might be the means of procuring early and timely 
information, but he would for his part never consent that the 
loss should be made good either by the county or the him^' 
dred. 

Lord Mulgrave said, for the honour and reputation of the 
nation he would be almost for any bill which would promise . 
to prevent such a scandalous praftice ; that when vice is be- 
come so flagrant, the only way to curb it is by punishments 
properly suited to the nature of the ofiencej that none would 
answer so well as compelling people by motives of mere interest 

to 
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to afts of humanity; that every man who lived in the hundred 
where the ship was wrecked, if the loss was to be made good 
by the hundred, would find an interest in protecting the wreck, 
for by so doing he would proted his own property; that this 
Was the very reason why the hundred was compelled to make 
good robberies committed on the highway, in order to make 
them more ready to assist in apprehending the offenders, or 
more aClivc in discovering ihem. 

Mr. Machworth. As the whole House seamed to be agreed 
in the principle of the bill, he did not see how any gentleman 
could consistently objeft to its being sent to a committee. 

Mr. Scijeant Adair observed, that pecuniary temptations 
should be restrained by pecuniary punishments. 

Mr. Harris said, it was direfted against the innocent as well 
as the guilty, and rt was a maxim in law, common sense, and 
morak, that it was always better that two guilty persons should 
escape, than one innocent person suffer. What was the rule 
here laid down ? A few of the most profligate persons in a 
hundred were to profit by public rapine and plunder, and all 
the reputable industrious inhabitants, persons who abhorred 
the aft as much as those really plundered, were to be made 
esponsible for the loss. 

Mr. Whitworth said, this country was the only civilized 
country under heaven where such outrages were permitted, 
without affording redress to the injured paaty. 

Mr. Henmher said, he had a ship wrecked on the northern 
coast of England, where gentlemen in the neighbourhood gave 
every assistance in their power, but to very little purpose. He 
had another wrecked on the coast of the Mediterranean, where 
he had every thing returned that was saved, and when he 
offered a gratuity for the trouble, the answer he received was, 
** No, you have already lost enough in the loss of your ship, 
wc will take nothing." 

Mr. Wallace. Whatever our private virtue might be, we 
should at least assume the appearance of public virtue; for 
this was the only country i.i Europe, in which such inhuman 
practices were suffered, without public punishment, or public 
redress. 

Sir George Savile painted, in strong colours^ the inhumanity 
of rendering the miserable and wretched still more so. As 
to the hardship of punishing the innocent, the argument had 
the appearance of plausibility, and that was all; for no parti- 
cular man had a right to complain, when they all were to feel 
the effe<Sts of the law indiscriminately, and that for public 
good, and private indemnification. 

The 
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The Lord Mayor [Mr, SawMJg^2 s^ ^ ▼oiild be ex^ 
.c^dingly cruel to make gentlemen pay fo^ matters which it 
was not in their power to prevent. He observed, that the 
hon. gentleman who patronised the billt had omitted Scot- 
land in the bill; and the gentlemen of that country had np* 
tired, as not being interested; but he assured such as jretnained 
in the House, that if the preseat bill should pass, he had not 
a doubt but it was intended to take them in by iaduding that 
country in a more general law, to be Ivougjf^ inM ^more con- 
venient occasion. 

Lord Advocate of Scotland vAAt that fcweiy Other cw m try ip 
Europe had provided a remedy fyr ^ifais temble cal^qr but 
theje kingdoms. 

Governor Pownall observed, that if the present l^-was 
brought fcMTward under any tuch idea, it was a total mistake 
through ignorance of the remedies which the laws with very 
severe penalties had provided against this most cruel and sa- 
vage of all crimes. If these were not understood or not suffi- 
cient, a bill to explain and amend them wal the proper me- 
thod, in which he would readily give his assistance. 

But he objefked to the principle of this bill. It reasons, 
which is its principle, that because in many cases the county 
or hundred, which do not prevent certain crimes, or baring 
to punishment the perpetrators of them, are made liable to 
make good the damages incurred; so it is proper and just that 
in this case oi plundering ships wrecked they shojudd likewise 
be made liable. In the first case, they have jurisdiftion to pre- 
vent and punish, therefore, it is proper. In this case, they 
have neither power or jurisdidUop, and therefore it would be 
both improper and unjust. The law hath pyt these matters 
under the jurisdiction of the courts of vice-admiralty. There 
are no divisions of counties or hundreds below low-water 
mark. If would be impossible to lay the fafts. The jurisdic- 
tion wo^ld be imprafticable; and the attempt to execute this 
»Iaw, should it pass, would confound all jurisdidlion. There is 
^o analogy in the case, though the princple of the bill pro- 
ceeds on the supposed analogy. It is therefore a total misap- 
/plication of a very just and wise principle, to cases where it 
does not and cannot apply. 

' Mr. Van called it a black bill, and insisted that it nxight b^ 
productive of the ffroste&t fraud and imposition. 

Mr. Medley spoke to many instances in fact to the same pur- 
purpose. 

Mr. Burke said, when he moved (or leave to bring in the 
bill the House seemed to be almost unanimous; but now he 

pei^ 
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perceived that gentlemen Jiad changed their minds, he teust 
submit 5 for he perceived the bell had rung the departing 
knell of .his bill. He shewed from the French laws, what 
great advantages they had over ours, in respeft of ships 
wrecked on tfieir coasts. He- observed, that gentlemen ^ 
fefted great caution in the present case, though it was wfell 
known we had laws ena^ed on the most trivial occasions* 
We had some against pulling a stake out of a hedge ; others 
against touching paling j others, still more extraordinary, 
against disturbing a thorn. All those, according to the lan- 
guage held this a^j, were, it seems, of more consequence in 
the estimation of some gentlemen, than the destroying, pil- 
laging, or purloining the cargo of a vessel worth several thou- 
sand pounds. 

The question'was put, and the House divided on the second 
reading, ayea 43, noes ^S' 

May I* 

Kew tax bills brought in. No debate. 

May 2. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] moved, that a com- 
mittee be appointed.to enquire into the use which the com- 
missioners of the admiralty have made of the power to grant 
licences to such ships and vessels as shall be actually retained 
or employed in his Majesty's service ; or to such ships and 
vessels as shall be laden with provisions for the use of his Ma- 
jesty's fleets,, armies, or garrifeons, or for the use of the in- 
habitants of suiiy town or place garrisoned, or possessed by any 
of Ins Majesty's troops, given them by an aft entitled. An 
aft to prohibit all trade and intercourse with the colonies of 
New Hampshire, Massachuset's Bay, Rhode Island, Con- 
nefticut. New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three 
lower counties on Debware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, and Georgia. In support cf his motion, 
he enumerated several species of goods sent under the autho- 
rity of those licences, particularly woollen and linen cloths 
of all kinds and values, painters colours, leather, tin plates for 
tinners work, sweet oil, &c. none of which, he presumed, 
would be brought within the description of food, according to 
the obvious construftion of the aft, besides Scotch snuff, and 
abundance of other things. 1 - • 

Governor Johnftone seconded the motion. He said, it al- 
ways had been the care of that H^use, to prevent monopolies 

Vol. in. T of 
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of every kind. He quoted an aft passed in the tdgn of Ed- 
ward IIL against the monopolies, and gave several instanees 
of their ruinous and * dcstruftive effefts, particularly in the 
reigns of Elizabeth, James, and Charles the First, during 
which times they were granted to the tools and emissaficfs of 
the court, and were the constant engine of court favouritism. 
He said, in Mr. Pelham^s administration two persons were pro- 
ceeded against with the most commendable rigour, one of 
them being obliged to flj the kingdom, and the other, Le- 
heup, was removed from his places, and the Attorney Gene- 
ral received direftions from the House to prosecute him on 
the statute. 

Lord North said, thdt two vessels only had sailed befoJre the 
licences were recalled ; for as soon as it was known at the ad- 
miralty that improper uses had been made of them, aU those 
already granted were immediately superseded or altered. Ap- 
plications, it is true, were first riaade to the admiralty ; those 
applications were referred to the treasury-board, and in a few 
instances liberty was given to export more than provisions^ 
but it was apparently on the best grounds. 

^ Sir Grey Cooper said, that no application had been made to 
him for leave to transport calves, or any other kind of live 
stock, for that any permission of that kmd given, was purely 
on the Idea of the necessity of supplying the army in Boston 
with fresh provisions* . 

Mr. £u//er (of the admiralty) defended the copduft of that 
board j said, that the few articles licensed for exportation were 
not objefts of commerce, but only such as it was impossible 
for the troops to do without. 

• Lord North assured the House, he had no objeftion to the 
proposed enquiry, but he thought, if that should appear to 
be the sense of the House, he. was of opinion that the mat- 
ter should be taken into consideration of a committee of the 
whole House, rather than by a seleft or open committee out 
of it. 

Agreed to be a committee of the whole House on the 8tli 
of May. 

Lord North, by his Majesty's command, laid the follow- 
ing treaty before the House. 



Translation 
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Translation of a Treaty between his Majefty and the Prince tf 
Waldeck, Signed at Arokeh, the 20th 2^ April, 1776. 

BE it known to those whom it may concon, that his Ma- 
jesty the king of Great Britain having judged proper to ao^ 
cept of a body of infantry of the troops of his Most Serene 

' Highness the reigning Prince of Waldeck, to be employed ill 
the service of Great Britain, the high contraAing parties 
have given their orders* on this subjdEt to their respective 
minister, to wit, his Britannic M^esty to Colonel William 
Faucitt, Captain in the Guards ; and the Most Serene Prince 
of Waldeck to his Privy Counsellor, and President of the 
Regency Frederick Lewis Wiepert de Zerbst j wha, after the 

s exchange of their respe£tive full powers, have s^greed upon the 
following articles. 

ARTICLE I. 

The said Most Serene Prince yields to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty a corps of infantry of six hundred and seventy men» 
which shall be at the entire disposition of the King of Great 
Britain, to be employed in his service on the same footing as 
the other German troops, both in Europe and in North Ame- 
rica. The regiment shaU moreover be provided with two 
pieces of field artillery, with two bombardiers, twelve gunners 
and other attendants, and the train thereto belonging. 

ARTICLE II. 

The Most Serene Prince engages to equip this corps com- ~ 
pletely, and that it shall be ready to march at the latest, on 
the 6th of May next. The said corps shall pass in review at 
the place of embarkation, before his Britannic Majesty's com-*- 
missary. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Most Serene Prince engages to fiimish the recruits 
annually necessary. These recruits shall be delivered to his 
Britannic Majesty's commissary disciplined and completdy 
equipped ; his Most Serene Highness will do his utmost for 
the whole to arrive at the place of embarkation at the time 
which his Msyesty shall appoint. 

ARTICLE IV. , 

His Majc^ty's^^ervitc and the preservation pf the troops re- 
quiring equally tha^ the commanding officers and subalterns 

i T 2 should 
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should be perfe£Uy skilled in the service, his Most Serene 
Highs^e^ will take prbpd* care in the choice of Itfacni* '. 

AkincLfe V, 

- "the iMott' Serene PVSce engages (o put this cot^ps oft the 
tkftt footSSfiig Ipissiblc ; ahd no nien ^hall be adiriltted therein 
tWit such ^fert? fit 'for feldyscrvicC, and acknowledged as such 
ftjr ikii Brif^hk: Mjgesty^s commissary. 

.: ':.■;;.; (. : . .: ARTICLE VJ. 

This cdrps^sKkll be farnudbted with tenti and all neeessdiry 
d^cnpiigc* ...-■■-.. 

. .AitTICIXVlI. 

The long 'j^rahiis to this copps the ordinary and extraordi- 
nary pay, as ^well- ^ -ail 'the Advantages in forage, provisioii, 
winter-quarters and refrehments, &c. enjoyed by the Royal 
troops } and the Most Serene ftrince engages to permit this 
corps to mgoy all the cmofoments cif pay which, his Britannic 
Msgesty ailowk them« The sick and wounded of the said 
t?Qrps shall be taken care of in the King's hospitals, and shaU 
jse treated in that respedl, as the troops of his Britsmnic Ma^- 
jesty; and the wounded, not in a condition to serve, shall be 
transported into Europe, landed in some port on the Weser, 



port oi 
King's 



^md sent biick to their own tountry at the King's cXpentc. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

There shall be paid to his !VfoA Serene Higliness as levy- 
money, for each foot soldier as well as guniier, thirty crowns 
Aa«n7, the crown to be reckoned at fifty-thrte soles of Hollandr 
nnc half of diis money shall be paid in tliree weeks after the 
aignature of the treaty-, and the other half in two months after 
the signature. / 

AR-riCLE IX. 

' Accordhig'tb custom three wounded men shall be reckoned 
as one man killed^ a man killed shall be paid'for at the rate of 
the levy-money. If it should happen that any company of 
this corps should be Wholly or in part ruined or destroyed, or 
that the pieces of artillery or other eftedls with which it 
might be furnished, should be lost by accident, his Majesty 
the King of Great Britain shall cause the expence of the ne- 
cessary recruits to be paid, as also the v^liie of the said field- 
pieces and efFeds, to re-est^lish -this corps and its artillery 
immediately. * - . . 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICILE X.' ,. **' 

The mo^t Serene Prince reserves to J^rn^self ther ^<amn^% 
tion to the vacant employments, as well as the ad^ninjstration 
of justice. His Bri;annic Majesty will give orders to the 
(omm^n4er, i^ chief qf th^ army ii) ^pich this corps shall 
serve, that he does not require from this corps any extraordi* 
nary, services, or such as ^r^ beyond its proportion with the 
rest of the army \ and when it shall serve witi the Eiiglxini 
troops or other auxiliaries, *the oflficers shall conunand, (as 
the military service requires of itself) accorditig to their rank, 
and the seniority of their cpmmission% if itJioiH filing sMiy 
distin<Slioi> with regard to wjiat corps the troops may belong, 
wltt^ wjiifh they shall serve in conjun£kipji». Thi^^orps pball 
.take th^ path of- fidelity to his Britannic Maj^^y^ v^ithout pf e*- 
judice to tl^a^ which th^y have taken to their own ^ovoreigi}. 

ARTICLE XI. *' ' 

All deserters from the Waldeck regiment shall be faithfully 
and immediately given up wherever they may be found, in the 
places dependent on his Britannic Majesty ; and especially, it 
shall not be permitted, a? far as i$ possible, that any of the sub- 
]e£ts whatsoever of his Most SeiTpue pighnesj establish them- 
selves in America without the consept of their Ijpvereign. 

ARTICLE Xli. 

The pay shall commence fifteen days before the march of 
this body of troops, and as soon is the troops shall have 
quitted their quarters, to repair tp the place off their destina- 
tion, all the expences of thefr mafch aiid transport shall be at 
the charge of his Britannic Majesty* 

ARTICLE XIII. 

. His Britannic Majesty shall grant to the M"ost Rerene Prince, 
during all the time that this body of troops shall be in his 
Majesty's pay, an annual subsidy oif twenty-five thousand and 
fifty crowns banco : his Majesty shall cayse notice of the de- 
termination of the said subsidy to be given a whole year be- 
fore it shall cease to be paid, provided that siicK notice shall 
not be given till after the return of the troops into the domi- 
nions of his Most Ser€;ne Highness. >^ 

This treaty shall be ratified by the high cpntrafting parties, 
and the ratifications thereof shall be exchanged as soon as pos- 
sible. 

T3 In 
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In testimony whereof, we the undersigned, by virtue of our 
fiill powers, have signed the present treaty, and have affixed 
thereto the seals of our arms^ Done at Arolseriy this 20th of 
Aprtly 1776. 

{I4. S.y William Faucitt. 

(L. S.) Frederick Jjmis Wiepert de Zerbst. 

Stifte of tie Regiment rf' his Most Serene Highness the reigning 
rrthce of "Waldeck* 

Staff, Staff. 

1 Lieutenaiit-colonel i Drum-major 

\ Major 4 Hautboys or fifes 

2 Captain-lieqteriants 2 Provost and his servant/ 

I Assistant-major • i Servant for the carriage with 

•I Auditor the military chest 

I Quarter-master i Servant for the carriage with 

J Chaplain' the medicine chcst« 

I Siffgeon-major — 

18 

Company of Grenadiers. 

2 Captain and his servant 

2 First Lieutenant and his servant 

2 Second Lieutenant and his servant 
I Surgeon 

3 Serjeants ,. 
I Fourier 

1 Captaine d'Armes 
6 Corporals 

3 Drummers 

2 Fifers 

1 Solicitor 

J 10 Grenadiers 

134 Men 

2 Bombardiers 
12 Gunners 

^ Three pounders. 

Company of the Regiments 
.; 2 Captain and his servant 

2 First Lieutenant and his servant 

2 Ensign 
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Company of the RegimenU 

; 2 Ensign and his servaiU 
I Surgeon 
3 Serjeants 
I Fourier 

I Capitaine d'Arihes 
I Standard bearer 
6 Corporals • . 

3 Drummers 
I Solicitor 
107 Private men 

130 Men 

390 Of three other companies 
134 The company of Grenadiers 
16 Of the staff 

Total 670 

Lord North presented the following message from his Ma*- 
jestv. 

GEORGE R. 

His Majesty, relying on the experienced zeal and affeftion 
of his laitliful Commons, and considering, that, during the 
present troubles in North-America, emergencies may arise, 
which may be ' of the utmost importance, and be attended 
with the most dangerous consequences, if proper means 
should not be immediately applied to prevent or defeat them, 
is desirous that this House will enable him to defray any ex- 
traordinary expences incurred, or to be incurred, on Account 
of military services, for the year one thousand seven hun* 
dred and seventy-six, and as the exigency of affairs may re- 
quire. And his Majesty, having judged it expedient to issue 
his proclamation^ in pursuance of an aft of Parliament, passed 
in the fourteenth year of his reign, for calling in* the remain- 
der of the deficient gold coin, doubts not but that his"1aith- 
ful Commons ^vill enable him to make good the charges which 
shall be incurred in this service, and which cannot at this 
time be ascertained. " 

G.R.^ 

Referred t6 the committee of supply. 

T4 M^y 
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May 3- 

Second reading of tkc bill for altering the pnnlshixient of 
felons* No debate. Adjourned to May 6. 

M0y6. 

Colonel Barre held a paper in his hand, ^diich he in£9nii- 
ed the House he had cut out of the London Gazette, and 
which he said contained t)ie only account or reason assigned 
for the British troops quitting Boston ; therefore he moved, 
** That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be graciously pleased to give directions to the proper 
officers to lay before this House copies of the last dispatches, 
and of all dbpatches received from the ist of March last from 
General Howe, aixd Vice Admiral Shuldham, in order that 
this House may have fiiU and authentic information of the 
present state of the war in North- America, before they pro- 
ceed to grant any further supplies for the carrying on said 
war." He had been informed, that there was a capitubtion 
concluded between General Howe and General Washington, 
through the intervention of the selefl: men, by which Gooeral 
Howe was to leave his stores and not to bum the town ; but 
the Gazette did not mention this circumstance ; nor gave the 
public any reason for General Howe's quitting Boston. He 
iaid the only paper published by authority was become a dis- 
grace to the nation : that the most shameful efforts had been 
made to mislead the people without doprs^ but what was of 
infinitely worse consequence to the nation at large, that 
House had been grossly misled in every communication which 
had come from his Majesty's servants, and whenever any de- 
gree or species of information had been desired^ it was coo^ 
stantly refused. He appealed to the candour and feelings c^ 
the two noble Lords in oflice. If ever such a conduct, in any 
situation of things, or upon any pretext or emergency what- 
ever, was before adopted by any administration. He was 
certain such a procedure could not continue much longer to 
be cndtu'ed. Here, says, he, we have already voted upwards 
of nine millions. We arc going to give a vote of credit for 
another million. I dare say, inaccurate as the minister is ia 
bis general assertions, he will hardly venture to rise and pledge 
himself to the House, that fjve millions more will defray the 
expcnces of the present campaign : What then, in the name 
bf decency, are we about ? Shall we vote fifteen millions of 

the 
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the publk money, without knowing whether there is the 
kast prosper of success ? No, it is impossible : I think I see 
the noble Lord relent, and tacitly confess at once the nrth 
priety and necessity of informing the representatives oTthc 
people what they are to exped):, and what are the obstacles on 
one hand, and the prospe^ 'of success on the other, hi the 
further prosectztion of thi^ btmhensome, cruel, and unnatural 
war. I , know the nOble Lord's power is great, and his hh- 
fluence extensive •, but however wiUing the majority of this 
House may be to obey his mandates, I trust that the noble 
Lord, as well for the sake of saving common appearances, as 
for his own eventual personal safety, will vouchsafe to givt 
this House some more satisfaAory information than what is 
contained ujpon this flimsy scrap of paper. 

Lord North asserted, that the contents of the London Gkn- 
aette were true* The -army was not compelled to abandon 
Boston ; that as the British troops met not the least intcn- 
ruption from the rebels, neither did the general come int6 
any compromise whatever. He said the stores, ammuni^ 
tlon, &c. were not abandoned j that the army suffered no 
loss either hnmediately before or in its embarkation j that 
the troops embarked with all possible coolness and regularity, 
and even perfectly at their ease; but that nevertheless it 
would not be proper, in his opinion, to lay all the dispatches 
before that House, because it might be the means of defeat^ 
ing, at least of impeding, the measures adopted, and the ope- 
rations meant to be carried into execution in the course of 
the present campaign. He affirmed, that the evacuation of 
Boston was no lo^s of glory> it was only a change of place* 
He saw no connexion oetween General Howe's letter and 
the vote of credit. He saw no disgrace in leaving Boston % 
we had the same men and the same ships ; only in another 
place. 

Lord John Cavendish observed, that the House had pro- 
ceeded in the beginning of this business on aAual mistnforma* 
tion. This was done to draw the nation imperceptibly intd 
the war. Y/hen that favourite point was obtained, then 
every kind of information was refused. It was owned that 
the information was false, or in the more mild language of 
administration, government was deceived ; but what of that ? 
The nation had been insidiously led into a war; when once 
embarked, it was too late to recede ; and from the very first 
day thj^ sword was drawn, his^ Majesty's ministers have refus* 

ed 
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ed to impart a single tittle relative to the conduct of this 
war ; and the minister^ with a confidence hitherto unexdn>- 
jded, comes down day after day to this House, and experts 
an implicit obedience and assent to whatever demand he 
pleases to make, without any other pretensions to favour than 
that under his administration the whole British empire has 
been lost, at the national expence of twenty millions of mo- 
ney, precisely in eleven months from day to day, th^t i% 
from the date of the defeat at Lexington> to the evacuation 
of Boston. 

Mr. Byng contended, that the public ought to be inform- 
ed what was doing in America, and to what purposes their 
money was applied ; and though there may be a pretence of 
with-holding fiiture plans, there could be none for refusing to 
lay before Parliament an account of what had been done. 

Sir George Tinge said, it was impossible but the conse- 
quences of the present war must be the destrudUon of the na^- 
tion : in any hands the event would be doubtful ; but in such 
hands, the disgrace and ruin of the natioUf and the loss of 
America, were inevitable. 

Mr. Hartley said, the Americans were averse to any no- 
tions of independency, unless driven to it by necessity, as they 
were determined never to submit to be taxed by the British 
Parliament. He contend^, that America desired no. more 
than a security and recognition of those rights she enjoyed 
before, to the year 1763. He insisted, notwithstanding the 
imqualiiied assertions of the noble Lord at the head of the 
treasury, that General Howe was driven from Boston, and 
w that nothing but a dread of having his whole army cut to 
pieces, or made prisoners^ induced him to make so precipi- 
tate and unexpeAed a retreat. . He said we had closed die 
first book of the American war ; shall we proceed to the se- 
cond with our eyes open ? Before, we were in ignorance of 
America ^ now, we see and know something of her. He con- 
cluded with observing that the great chain which held both 
countries was now broken by our late harsh, impolitic, andj 
he would add, cruel proceedings ; that he feared America was 
for ever lost ; yet a gleam of hope still broke in on his mind 
sufficient tp make him believe that America was still recover- 
able, if the management of public affairs was entrusted into 
other hands. 

Mr. Burke took a short view of the conduft of the war. 
from its commencement, and jocularly observed^ that if h«; 

had 
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had not the Jiighest opinion of the integrity and probity of 
the noble Lord and his colleagues in office, he should be in- 
clined to ?uspeft that they were secret friends to Americat 
and had been bribed to betray the honour and military repu- 
tation of this country j for from the first embarkation of 
troops from Ireland, to this instant, every measure which 
had i>een adopted or pursued was direAed to the impoverish- 
iQg this country, and emancipating America. He obseryed» 
that the noble l4ord bad disclaimed any intention of giving 
false colours to the account which appeared in the London 
Gazette ; but there was not room left for a possibility of mis- 
representation, for though the Boston extraordiflaries for 8000 
men, in the course of twelve months, had amounted to one 
million and a half, or nearly two himdred pounds a man, fat 
salt beef and sour crout, he would affirm, and called upon the 
noble Lord to contradiA him, that the troops could not have 
remained in that town ten days longer, if the Heavens had 
not rained down manna and quails ; and in a similar expe^- 
tion, he presumed, the troops were embarked for Halifax, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

Right hon. W. EllU said, the evacuation of Boston was a 
diminution of credit, and a very great calamity. It was an 
event that would give great eclat to the American cause ; for 
though a part of the plan for foture operations, it was at that 
time the eflFeft of harsh necetoity: it was a refleftion upon 
General Howe to say it was any thing else but harsh necessity. 

Mr. Lytthton insisted, that any communication would be 
. exceedingly improper in the present critical situation of af- 
fairs. 

General Conway said, the British arms had been disho- 
noured, the British councils were fallen into contempt, and 
the honour of the nation deeply wounded. The evacuation 
of Boston was dishonourable. He condemned the conduA 
of administration without reserve, and said the army which 
was destined for the conquest of America was now lying in- 
aftive, part stuQed into transports, waiting at Spithead 5 ano- 
ther part was still in Germany, and none of them where they 
should long since have been. That he always thought the 
measure of coercing America, for the purpose of raising a re-' 
venue, an tmjust one ; he always looked upon it to be im- 
praiiieable 5 but was certain it was to the last degree cruel and 
4>ppressive. It was destruftive of the commerce, importance, 
and dearest interests of this country, if in case it should mis- 
carry, 



284 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 

carjjr, which he thought more than probable. It was destruc- 
tive of what was still, if possible, more valuable, its liberties, 
if it should succeed. 

Lord George Germain said, by what he had seen of the cor- 
respondence, he never understood that General Howe intend- 
ed to begin his operations from Boston. His opinion v^s 
well known: it was the opinion of the majority of thp 
House ; as long, therefore, as the House thought it proper 
to support the war, he thought it would be right to pursue 
it, and no longer. "When he came into office, the nation 
was already eligaged in it; he did not begin it. Orders 
were sent by Admiral Shuldham for General Howe to leave 
Boston whenever he thought proper. But he supposed the 
C^eneral had prepared his winter quarters, and thinking he 
should remain quiet, had resolved to winter there. But he 
would certainly have left BostQn in the spring. His Lord- 
ship asserted, that there was no agreement between General 
Howe and Washington 5 that Washington had changed his 
position, which no doubt obliged General Howe to change 
his ; and that there was so much of our force thrown into 
circulation. 

Colonel Barre observed, that the embarkations were all . 
made too late last year 5 that convoys were negleAed ; that 
the provisions, ammunition, and stores, by that means had 
fallen into the hands of the provincials. That the naval force 
was inadequate to the service ; and that unequal as it was to 
the service, it was still worse provided, and more improperly 
direfled. He should be glad to know to whom those delays, 
mismanagements, if not malversations in office, were to be 
imputed. He took a view of the conduft of administration 
since Christmas last, and desired to know how it happened, 
that now, on the 6th of May, the greatest part of th^ army 
should be lying at Spithead, or what was the reason that 
some of the Hessians, who ought to have been in America, 
had not yet left Germany. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sanvhridge"] said, if the noble Lord 
at the head of the American department had any intelli- 
gence fi^m America, why not lay it before the House ? He 
belived he had not, for all he knew was at second hand. 
General Howe did not so much as know his Lordship wns 
in office ; for his dispatches were direfled to a noble Lord, a 
member of the other House, who held the office his Lordship 
now enjoys. 

The 
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'"' Hie question was put> and the House divided; ayes 54; 
noes 171. 

Went kito a Cbmmittee on the King's message. Voted 
Ome million. 

March 7. 

Mr. Bullefy by his Majesty's command (pursuant to an ad- 
dress of the House) laid before the House the following 
papers. 

jidmiralty-Officey jth May, 1776. 

Copies of all Kcenccs granted by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, for exporting provisions or other goods to 
America, in consequence of ** An aft to prohibit all trade 
and intercourse with the colonies of New Hampshire, 'Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connefticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three low;er counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, during the continuance of the- present rebelliotl 
Wthin the said colonies rcspeftively; for repealing an aft 
made in the fourteenth year pf the reign of his present Ma- 
jesty, 'to dfecomihue, the landing and discharging, lading or 
shipping of goods, wares, and merchandize, at the town 
and within the harbour of Boston, in the province of Mbo* 
sachuset's Bay ; and sdso two afts made in the last session 
of Par'Kament for restraining -the trade and commerce of 
the colonies in the said z& respeftively mentioned ; and 
to enable any person or persons (appointed and authorised 
by his Majesty to grant pardons) to issue proclamations, in 
the cases, and for the purposes, therein mentioned,** to- 
gether with the alterations that have been made in such 
licences. 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of 
L. S. Lord High Admiral of Great-Britam and 

Ireland, i^c. 

In pursuance of an ' Aft passed in the present sessions of 
Parliament, entituled, " An Aft to prohibit all trade and 
** interco\u"se with the several colonies therein mentioned.** 
We do hereby license, authorize, and permit, Nathaniel Pen- 
dleton, master of the ship Industry, of the burthen of ninety 
tons, to proceed with the said ship and cargo, consisting m 
the particulars specified in the schedule annexed, from the 

port 
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Kwt of Liverpool to the port of Boston, or txif other ilt 
orth America, there to unload and deliver the said cargo^ 
and to return from thence with his said ship to Great-Britain 
cwr Ireland. This licence to subsist and* be in forge from the 
day of the date hereof, until her return as aforesaid, 

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the 
Office of Admiralty, the i st day of February,^ 
1776. 

21? all Flag Officers y Capteufis^ Commanders^ and 
other commissioned Officers in his Majesty^ s Pay; 
and also to all ethers whom these Presents shall 
or may concern. 

By command of their Lordships^ 

Note^ If any goods, wares, or merchandize, other than 
stores and provisions for his Majesty's use, or provisions for 
the use of the inhabitants of any town or place, garrisoned or 
possessed by his Majesty's troops, shall be found on board 
any licensed ship, or if the cargoes shall not correspond with 
the particulars specified in the bodies of the respective licences^ 
^e necessary stores for the ship's use and the baggage of th<^ 
passengers only excepted) in either of those cases, the said 
goods, wares, &c. shall be fi>rfeited, seized, and prosecutedy 
as the said aft dirpftsr 

Schedule of the cargo, to be shipped in the Industry^ 
from Liverpool. 

Tong. Tons. 



Potatoes 


32 


Tobacco 


2 


Bread 


10 


Sugar 


2 


Flour 


10 


Tobaeco pipes 10 boxes, 




Cheese 


5 


20<ialks ofsalt 


10 


Beer 


12 


4 Boxes lemons 




Wine 


2 


2 Barrels red herrings. 




Raifms 


1 







Tljie like licence granted for the ship Renown, to carry 
shoes, stockings, bay waiscoats, caps, gloves, flannels, and 
manufaftured tobacco, and other articles purchased by the 
munificence of a number of individuals, who on account of 
the rebellion in North- America, hacl thought fit to give large 
sums for that purpose. 

The like licence for the ship Endeavour, her cargo ccmabt- 

ing 
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ing of aoo oxen and 500 sheep, to be taken from Magadore^ 
or some other port on the coast of Africa. 

The like hcence for the cargo in the ship Providence. 

The like licence for the ship Elatty, from Glasgow, her 
cargo consisting of 336 barrels of strong beer contained in 
ioo hogsheads, and 3000 dozen of bottles packed in casks. 

The like licence for the ship City of London, from London, 
her cargo consisting of 

Cheese Briti(h fpirits 

Slops Camp neceflkries. 



Beef 
Pork 
Herrings 



Groceries 

Lineu 

Hofiery 



Porter 



The like licence for the ship Christian, from Waterford, 
her cargo consisting of 

150 barrels of porter 
224 ditto beef 

Q tons oatmeal 
10 ditto peas 
10 ditto biscuits 
25 puncheons rum 

4 tons of barley 

3 ditto potatoes 

2 ditto bacon hams 

2 ditto mutton ditto 



1 ton flitches bacon 

2 ditto tongues ^ 
$ ditto cheese 

4 ditto flour 
48 barrels of herringi 

2 tons of onions 

1 ditto raisins 
170 firkins of butter 
800 pounds of black pepper 
200 ditto musurd. 



The like licence for the Le Soye^ Planterj from Lon(|||||^ 
her cargo consisting of 



80 chaldron of coals 
200 oxen 
300 iheep 
100 hogs 

150 pieces of cloth assorted 
250 pieces of Irish linen 
250 reams paper , 
500 hundred quills 

50 lb. wafers and 30 lb. sealing wax 
Pins and haberdashery to the Talue of 

7501. 
^5 tons nails or wrought iron 

5 tons Spanish and Portugal wines, 
aflbrted 
300 dozen ale and bottled beer 
Hosiery assorted to the value of 7501. 
Slops for sailors to ditto 5001. 
2| tons of cheese, Cheshire and 
Gloucefter ' ' 



1000 gallons fallad oil 

25 barrels anchovies 

50 cwt. raiiins 

56 ditto currants 

50 lb. flour of mustard 

25 bushels split peas 
2501. worth of hats assorted ? 

8501. ditto oils and painters colours 
250 pieces of check or hides 
10000 butt soles for ihoes 
6000 gro{s of corks 

" 5 tons soap 
Window glafs to the value of 12001. 
Twift, ftay tape, buttons, buckram, and 

and all materials for taylors ufe, to 

the value of 20001. 
- 40000 tin plates for tinmen 
5 tons pewter aflbrted 
5 puncheons rum - 
5 cwt. candles 



25 barrels Iriih tongues 

This was stopt on an application made to the Commis- 
sioners of the customs on the 15th of March. 

The like licence for the ship Mentor, from London, her 
cargo consbting of 

80 chaldron 



ttt 
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#0 'CMdroQ cofdB. 
too oxen 
SOO sheep 
iOO hogs 
t6d' iY«cQBQfdQfth,afl<nte4 

J)3 tiitto Irish ^iueu 

52 ineams of pap^r 
50800 qnills 

SO lbs. wafers aad 30 lbs. ijaaUng .wmc 
Pens and .Haberdashery to the amount 

of 7501. 
15 tons of joaih or wrought iron 

5 toasSpanlih and l^rtuguefe wirvcff^ 
aflorted 
SOO dozen of ale and bottled porter 
Boilersr jl^rled to the y«lue of ^501. 
Slops for failors to amount of 5001. 
2} tons of cheefe, Cheshire and GIou- 

cefter 
25 barrels Irifh tongues' 
10()0 gallons fallad oil 



t5 barrels tnelioiAift 

j^O owt. rai«int ' , 

50 ditto currants 

^ Hw. flour of muflai4^ 

25 bairreLi fplit peas 

^501. worth of hats, ^oitod 

2^01. worth oil and painters colopi^ft 

250 piccM of check 

10000 butt foles or hidos for flkiip 

6000 grofs of cx>rks 

5 chefts green and bohea tta' 

50 dozep poultry 

5 tonsoffoap 

Window glals |Q the value of tSSI0l. 

Twift. ftay-tape, buttons, bu(jkram, 

and all materials for tajlois>ilfe^ to 

the value of ,20001. 
40000 tin plates for tinmen 
5 tons pewter afTorted 
5 puncheons rum 
5 cwt. of candles 



This was stopt upon the same application as madcfor the , 
preceding licence. 

The like licence for the ship Sukey, from Malagjtj her 
cargo consisting of 
50 tons of wine^ 500 chefts of lemons and orai^jiqs 

« pounds of raifins 50 dozen of fowls ^ 

rhe like licence for the ^»p Jean and Sally^ from Air an4 
Cork} her cargo consisting of 

22 casks, containing 260 idoz^ef fhoes 
20 ditto, contaioiag 61 doaen ttinttoa 

hams 
10 bales, containing 4800 yards jri&id- 
ing 
730 boxes of cazidles 

4 tons cheefe 
14<^ casks wine^-coBtuning 1460 ^kiaen 

port 
50 barrels of betf 
30 ditto pork 
10 hhds. leaf tobacco 
, 4 tons pigtail 
;25 bales Ofhaburghs 
AOO barrels of flour 
720 dozen porter 

The like licence for the ship Friendshipj from Air, her 
cargo consisting of 

750 barrels of beef 200 boxes of foap 

100 ditto pork .10 tons bif<*uit 

200 ditto herrings 5 ditto potatoes 

200 iirkinsofbuttor 1 160 bushels of i>eas 
500 boxes of candles 

Tlie like licence for the ship Pricridship, from Air, her 
caii'go, consisting of 

65 tons 



100 dozen ale 

60 casks barley 

10 tons bifcuit 
5 ditto potatoes 

40 ditto coals 

161 dozen thread dockings 
809 yards Iheeting 

4 boxes, containg paper, pinfl^ 

needles, threkd and combs 

1 cask glafs ware 

2 ditto pewter and tin ware 
2 ditto earthen ware 

1 ditto knares and forks 

5 pipes and 6 half pipes Madeira 

wine 
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65 tons of coals 260 tierces of beef , . » 

619 barrels of herrings 1 8 barrels of pork 

120 ditto of flour 2 ton^ of cheefe 

160 bufhels of peas- r,00 boxes candles 

50 bolls of potatoes 50 ditto foap 

200 dozen of yrine 

The like licence for the ship Jean, from Greenock and 
Cork, her cargo consisting of 

960 barrels of beef 1 50 ditto pork 60 tons of coals 

The like licence for the ship Juno, from Greenock, her 

cargo consisting of 

60 tons Scots coals 200 dozen white thread liockings 

flO ditto bifcuit 2 ditto filk ftockings 

!yO barrels flour 20 dozen men's hats 

100 bulhels white peas 6 ditto pair of leather gloves 

100 bulhels potatoes 12 ditto milled yarn mitts or glove« 
100 tierces and barrels of Irilh faltedl>eef 500 pieces Irilh while linen cloths 

40 barrels pork 150 ditto brown linen cloths 

40 ditto butter 100 jjounds white thread 

8 tonsofcheefe 50 ditto brown thread 

24 calks of red herrings 20 pieces Scotch cambrick 

. 50 puncheons of Britilh plantation 4 ditto fuperfine fcarlet broad cloth 

rum . and trimmings 
800. dozen quart bottles of London 110 dozen pair worfted and yam 

porter ftockings 

600 ditto Portugal wine 2 pieces pf fuperfine white clotl|' 

75 ditto French ditto and trimmings 

14 quarter calks Spanilh ditto . 10 ditto ftriped Manchefter fluff fot 

5 tons refined fugar vefl« 

3 ditto candles 47 ditto Ruflia d-rab for breecheJ 

2 ditto hard foap 100 dozen linen handkerchiefs 
10 hhds. plantation leaf tobacco 200 j>ieces coarfe woollen cloth 

3 ditto manufaduretl tobacco 20 ditto Scotch milled flannel 

500 pounds Scotch nianufadured fnuff SO ditto fhalloons and callidi3.ncoesf 

in bottles 200 pair bed blankets 

150 dozon pair of leather (hoes 50 chefts and boxes of lemons 

It was thought ^t to alter the aforementioned form of li- 
cence, and to make another more prohibitory, by expressing 
in the body, as was done in the note at the foot of the licence 
copied at the head of this account, that the ship having such 
licence, would be permitted to go to such town or place oply 
as might be garrisoned or possessed by his Majesty's troops^ 
and the licence last settled is in the words following, viz. 

By the Commissioners for executing the office cf 
Lord High Admiral cf Great-Britain, and 
Ireland, l^fc. 

In pursuance of an Adt passed in the present session pjf 
Parliament, entituled, "An A6t to' prohibit aU trade and 
" intercourse with the several colonies therein mentioned." 
We do hereby, license, authorize, and permit, Mr. M^Lach* 

Vol. III. ^ U leu. 
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len, master of the ship Pallas, of the burthen of one hundred 
and sixty tons, to proceed with the said ship and cargo, con- 
sisting of the particulars specified in the schedule annexed* 
from the port of London to the port of Boston, or any other 
town or place in North America, garrisoned or possessed by 
^y of his Majesty's troops and not elsewhere, and there to 
unload and deliver the said Cargo, and to return from thence 
^th his sa^d ship to Great-Britain or Ireland. The licence 
to subsist and be in force from the day of the date hereof9 
until her return as aforesaid, 

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the Office of 
Admiralty, the 6th day of March, 1776. 
To all Flag Officers', Captains, Commanders , and 
other commissioned Officers of his Majestfs ships 
and vessels. • 

By command of their Lordships, 

Note, If any goods, wares, or merchandize, other than 
stores and provisions for his Majesty's use, or provisions foi* 
the use of the inhabitants of any town or place, garrisoned or 
possessed by his Majesty's troops, shall be found on board 
any licensed ship, or if the cargoes shall not correspond with 
tbe particulars specified in the bodies of the respeftive licences, 
{the necessary stores for the ship's use and the haggage of the 
passengers only excepted) in either of those cases, the said 
goods, wares, &c. shall be forfeited, seized, and prosecuted, 
as the said Aft direfb. 

Schedule of the cargo to be shipped in the Pallas, from 
London. 

Holieiy Iron pots 

Grocery and lemons ' Gold lace for the officers" clothes 

Cheefe Silk handkerchiefs and cravats 

Bacon . Starch 

Hams Hair powder and pomatum 

Tongues Drugs of fcveral forts 

Linens Wiues and corks 

I^ondoQ porter Oils and pickles, foap and candles 

Shirts Pins and needles 

Shifts Stationary 

Shoes, wrought and tanned leather Habeidafhery 

Woollen cloths, fluffs and cottons Huts 

Wrought iron 

The like licence for the ship Adventure, from Lpndon^^cr 
cargo consisting of 

; 2 grofsofclarei • i)00 gallons ufquebaugh 

10 ho^eads of red port 70 grofs porter 

J^OO gallons of ^feq^Tfi J20 gtofe Taunton ale, and 10 -grofs of 

500 ditto French brandy Poiclie^er 



A.i77^« 



DEBATES. 



Dorchester beer packed in^utfks 
of 6 dozen each 
3 hogsheads of vinegar 
10} chests of Florence oil 

6 gross of mus^rd 

5 dozen bottles each capers, oliveSy 

and^chovies 
1 2 chests and 1$ tubs of tea 
100 pounds of nutmegs 
10 pounds cloves^ cinnamon and 
mac^ each 

7 tons of loaf sugar 
1000 pounds fig blue 
1000 pounds starch 

10 casks almonds, raisins, jirunes 
and currants 
6000 pounds of pepper 
1400 pair of shoes 
20 dozen pair of bend leather soles, 
and 20 hides of upper leathers 
100 dozen thread, and ^2 dozen wor- 
sted stockings 
dO ditto worsted night-caps 
IdSd pieces coarse Irish linens 
112 ditto Russia drabs 

6 ditto towelling 
6 dozen table-cloths 

dOOOO ells Osuabuighs 
$2000 needles 

SO gross shirt-buttons 
100 dozen pins 
S55 pounds of thread 
120 grp^ button moulds 
42 ditto linen and woollen tf^pes 
60 pieces silk, 20 pieces cotton, and 
Id dozen linen handkerchiefs 
800 dozen shoe buckles 
lOe ditto knives 
SO ditto scissars 
300 ditto combs 
^5000 fishing hooks 
6 grc^ razors 
40 dozen knives and fprki 
1 grogs stock buckles 
SOO lb chocolate 
.20 lb. sallop 
50 .jb. .sagoe 

The like licence for the ship Lord RcKhford^frcmi London, 
her cargo consisting of 



200 lb. cocoa 
• GOO lb. jesuit^bark 

10 lb. tartar emetic 
40 lb. rhubarb 

6 gross Stoughton^s bitters 
.80 bo;cesandkegs8o^pand candles 
200 lb. candlewick 

11 dozen Jan thorns and oandler 

sticks 
6 ditto tin pans 
18 ditto tin j^cl$^ 
18 ditto lamps, camp kettle^ and 

tin plates 
14 do9eniBa*4cisttI^9Csindl«-«aQv]ds 

■^dtea-poU 
.S tons cheese 
4o dfizen tqhjjues 
ibO pieces checks 
120 dozen hats 
llG casks naUs 
30 iaggots of steel 
34 dozen frying p^s, sad iroiiitf 
spades, broad axes & hammers 
2 dozen cr6ss cutting and 4 dos^ 
iiand ^ws 

5 hhd?. tobacco 
14 gro^ssnufF 

26 kegs and boxes pipes 
120 pieced sail cloth 
2300 lb. pail and seine tw^e 
24 dozen lines 

14 coils JTop^ 
4 casjc^. rosin 

220 reams paper 

6 ^CQS? m^ powder 
lOQOO q^iUs 

^0 Jb. spsJing wax 

12 lb. w^crs 

li}D doi^en.playiiig cards 
^iQ dozen small blank bookfi 
60 ksgs l^arley.and oatmeal • 

15 dozsn pair shoe buckles 
IB dozen black balls 

IS dozen read_y xnade shirts 
26 doieh slopsycoats & waistcoatl 
100 pieces (;ailiQoe:and pxlnted eo^ 
tpns 



80 chaldron coaLs • 
200 oxen 
,>300 sheep 
100 hogs 

16Q pieces of t^loth assorted 
250 pieces of Irish linen 
250 reams paper 
500 hmidred quills 

30 lb. wafers aiul l^ib. seaUog.trax 
^ V2 



Pins and h^berdasbe^T-to thaTalueiof 
. 7501. 

15 tons nails or wrought iron 
5 tons Spanish and Poctogal irin«l 
600 dozeiiale and bottled be^ 
Hosiery asaoiKted to theYaliie of 76QL 
iSic^ &>T f«ilon.to diU9 dOOl. 
2f tons cheese 
25 barrels aiafcyriK 

J»»lb. 
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50 lb. raisins 
50 lb. curraiits 
50 lb. ftourof mustard 
9b busbels.split peas 
5r>ol. .worth" of hats assorted 
$*i6\ . ditto oils ai]d painters colours 
250 pieces of check 
ICOO butt so' es or hides for ftloos 
6000 grofs of corks 
5 tons tobacco 



20000 oranges and lemons 
10000 pair ihoes afForted 

5 tons soap - 
Window glafs to the v:iTue of I2OOI. 
.Twift, fiay tape, buttons, buckram, 
and all niaterials for taylors ufe 
4000 tin plates for ti'iTnoii 

5 tons j)ewrer affortird 

5 cwt. candles " 
' 5 puncheons run; . 



5 tons loaf fugar 

. The like licence for the ship Jameson and Peggy, from 
London, her cargo consisting of 



Linens for Ihirts, &c. &c. value 

about — L.2000 

KuflTia drilling and ravenducks for 

breeches — 800 

Woollen and thread hofe, 5000 pair 800 
Shoes and leather, 5000 ditto 1200 
Wipes and rum — 2000 

Croceries, tea, &c. — 1000 

Coarfe and fine woollen blankets 5000 
Mats . -^ — 200 

Porter — — . 100 

Cheese — -- 3OO 



Beef — . — L.lOO 

Sail cloth .for tents, beds, &c. 1^00 
Nails and hardware — 200 

Tin wares ai}d plates — 200 

Candles ~ -- • 150 

Tobacco — - — 200 

Stationary — — 200 

Butter, peas, ham, tripe, &c. 150 
Haberdafherv, and fundry fmall . 

wares ' — -— 300 

Loaf fugar — — 500 



The like licence for the ship Resolution, from London, hht 
cargo consisting of 

50 oxen * 50 ftieep . 



59 hogs 
50 tous of iron and fteel 
1 00 ditto of fheet lead, Ihot affbrted,and 

folder 
SO ditto hard foap and walhballs 
Sundry cloths, other woollens, fuftians, 
and other goods to the value of 30001. 
10 tons wrought pewter 
Tin plates and tin ware to th& value of 

12001.. 
Linens, checks, Ruffia flieetihg, Irilh 
. linens, diaper" and other table-linen, 
priijtcd linens, cottons and muflins, 
to the amount of 600QI. 
Taper, quills, and other ftationar)', to 
•• tkeamount of 15001. 
Pins, needles, and other haberdalher}', 

to the value of SOOOl. 
'30 tons ^f nails, carpenters tools, and 

other wrought iron. 
. 10 tons Spaliilh, .Portugal, Tenefiflfe, 
and Madeira -wines. 
5 ditto French wine. 
tlOOOtlozeu bottled ale, beer and porter 
Hofiery aflbrted, to the value of 20001 . 
*£lo}>s and other ready made goods, from 

a flopouui, to the amount of i;^001. 
10 tons of cheefe 
50 barrels Irifhooaguec 
■yO0D gallons falUdoU 



200 barrels anchovies 
100 cwt. raiiins 
100 ditto .currants 

20 tons loaf and refined fugar 
100 bufhelsfplit peas- 
Felt, coarfe and other hats, alTbrted^ 

to the amount of 10001. . 
Muflard, pickles, and fundry other 

articles, from the oilman, to the 

value of 12001. 
Oil and painters colours, from the 

colourman, to amount of 12001. 
500 pieces of chei;k 
1 0000 butt foles or hides for ftioes 
Upper leathers for Ihoes to the value- 

of 12001. 
6000 u:rofs of corks 

Window glafs aflbrted, to the value. 
. of 26001. 
Twi(i, ftay-tape, buttons, buckram, 

and all materials for taylors ufe, to 

the amount of 12001. 
Decnnters and drinking-glaflTes, and 

other glaflfes, to amount of 12001. 
5 tons foap and wa(h-balls 
40000 tin plates for tinmen,and 5 tons 

folder 
5 tons pewter aborted 
5 puncheons rum 
5 cwt. of candles . • 

The 
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The like licence for the ship Friendship, from 'Apr'arui 
Cork, her cargo consisting of c ' ": .'. 

50 boxes soap , ^ . • T 

278 pierces of beef ' 
' 14 barrels of pork _ : .. 

i?0 casks of barley 
2 tons meal 

14 baskets or hampers of cheefe 

The like for the -ship Jean, from Greenock and. Cork, Hcij 
cargo consisting of 

60 hhds. coals ' 
500 ditto beef ' 
.130 barrels of pork 
300 firkiiis of butter 



619 barrels of herrings 
160 bushels of peas 

10 chaldron of coals 
140 barrels of flour 

13 casks, contaiinng 179 doz. of fherry 
300 boxes of candles 



5 bales miln\l plaiding 
49 casks of flour 
52 ditto barley 
18 hhds. bread 



8 casks bacon hams 
300 boxes of candles 
100 ditto soap ' . / 



The like licence for the ship Princess Royal, froxri Loudonj 
her cargo consisting of 

Muflard, vinegar, pickles,and fundry 
articles from the oilib'an,' to the va* 
lueof2001. . 
2 J tons of cheefe alTorted 
Bark, rhubarb, camphire, and «ther 
- drugs, tothe-Yalue of 4P0l. 
5 tons tobacco 

portable fou p to the value of I^OOl. '- 
1000 gallons faliad oil 
26 barrels anchovies 
20000 oranges and lemons 
Sundry hams, tongues j cheeks, fmok* 
ed beef, and other dried proviiions^ 
to the value of 4001. 
As many roots, greeijs, and wither her- 
bage, as the fliip can. flow 

Lord Rochford, from London^ 



80 chaldron oT coals 
300 oxen 200 Iheep 

100 dogs 
50 dozen of fowls 

5 tons Spanifh and Portugal wines 
afTorted 

5 ditto French 
Ale and beer in casks and bottles, tp the 

amount of 5001. 
Grocery, fuch as raifins, almonds, air- 
. rants, loaf fugar, tea, dates, prunes, 

f!gs, jaearl barley, fago and fago pc^v- 

der, falop, pepper, and all other kind 

of fpices, and vermicelli, to the a- 

momit of 20001. 
50 barrels Irilh tongues 

The like licence for the ship 
her cargo consisting of 

80 chaldron coals 
200 oxen 300 fheep 

100 hogs 
50 dozen fowls 
5 tons Spanilh and Portugal wine af- 

forted . 
5 ditto French 
Ale and beer in casks and bottles to the. 

amount Oi 50OI. 
Grocery, fuch as raiiins, almonds, cur- 
rants, loaf fugar, tea, dates, prunes, 
ligs, pearl barley, (ago and fago pow- 
der, falop, pepper, and all other kinds 
of fpices, and vermicelli, to the a- 
• mount of 20001. 
Muftard, vinegar, pickles, and fundry 



other articles, from the oilman, tf 

the value of 2001. . 
50 barrels Iriih tongues 
2\ tdns of chesfe, alTorted 
Bark, rhubarb, canx^hire,.and.ptlier 

dru gs, to ^ amouat of 4001 , /, 
5 Ions of tobacco .' ,'. ' 

PortdUlefoup to the taltte of 2001. f 
1000 gallons (filled oi^ 
25 barrels anclWvies ,• ,„ . r 

20!000 oranges and lemons 
Sundry hams, tongues, cheeks, fmek- 

ed beef, and other dHed provifipus; 

to the value of 4001. 
•As many roots, greens, and other her- 

hage,iMtfaeLihip can flow : ' -^i 



The like licence for the ship Lc Soyc, Plafitcr, from lipn- 
don, her cargo consisting of . ..'■•■* ^ -^ 

^ . . XJ(S 90chal4rQi^ 
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99* 

SO chaldron of coals 

000 iheep 
TOO hogs 
50 dozen fowls 

50 tons SpaniCi aadi Portuguefb wine, 
aflbrtftd 
5 ditto French 
Ale and beer in casks and bbttles, to the 

amount of 50gl. 

Ttftifins, almonds, currants, tea loaf fu- 

, gar, dates, prunes, fig?, pearl barley, 

&go and fago powder, falop, peppci-, 

Ind all otheir kinds c^fpices, and vcr- 

miceHi, t<> the amount of 20001 " 

Muftard, Wnegar, pickles, and fundry 
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other eatable articles, from the oil* 
roan, to the -value of 2001. 

fi-§ tons chefcfe, aflbrted 

50 barrels lr>fti tongues 

Bark, rhubarb, camphire, and otiicr 
drugs, to the value of 40(A. 

5 tons tobacco 

Portable foup to the value of 9001. 

1000 gallons fallad oil 

25 barrels anchovies 

20000 oranges and lemons 

Sundry hams, tongues, cheeks, frnok* 
ed beef, and other dried proviiiooSy 
to the value of 4001. 

As many roots, greens, and other her- 
bage, as the ihip can (low. 



The Ukc licence for the ship Resolution, from London^ 
het eargo Consisting of 



50 oxen 50 ihoep 

50ho^tf 

50 dozen fowls 

10 tons Spanifh and -Portugal wine af- 
forte<l . 
5 dtttk> French 

Ale and beer in casks and bottles, to the 
value of 5001. 

Kaitins, almonds, .currants, loaf fut|ar, 
tea, dates, prunes, figs,- pearl barley, 
fago, and fago powder, falop pepper, 
and all other fpices,^nd venniceUi, to 
the value of 80001. 



the value of 3001. 

2| tons of cheefe afTofted 

50 barrels Irllh tongues 

bark, rhubarb, camphire, and other 
drugs, to the amount of 8001. 

5 tons tobacco . 

Portable foup to the vsUue of SOQI. 

1000 gallons fallad oil 

200 barrels anchovies 

2($b60 oranges and lemons 

Sundry hams, tongues, cheeks, (mo|> 
ed beef, s^id other dried provifions, 

to the value of 5001. 

As ni^ny greens, roots, and other her- 
bage, as the ihip can flow 



Mnftard, vioie^r, pickles, .and other 
eatable articles, from the oilman, to 

The like Itcerice for th? ship Mentor, from London, her 
cargo consisting of 



80 chaHlton co«ls 

200 oxen 

'900 Iheep 

too liciigs 
50 dozen fowls 
5 tons Spanish and Foriugal wiiie af- 

forted'^' 
$- ditto Fwrich * 

Ale and he^r In casks and bottles, to the 
amount of 5001. 

flaifinsf^ alAoiids, currants, loaf sugar, 
tea, dates, pikines, 6gt; pearl barley, 
fago and fago powder, iklop, pepper, 
and all otlietr kinds of fp ices, and ver- 
minelK, to theamotfnt of 20001. 

Mu^i^, vinel^r, pickles, and fundry 



other -eatable articles; front the Qil« 

man, to the value of 2001* 
2§ tons oT cheefe aflbrtied 
50 barrels Irifh tongues 
Bark, rhubarb, camphire, a!nd other 

4rugs, to the amount of 4001. 
5 tons of tobacco 

Portable'foup to the value of 2001. 
1000 gallons fallad oil . 

25 barrels anchovies 
20000 oran^p and lemons 
Sundry hams, tongues^ checks, (Vhok* 

ed beef, and other dried provifions, 

to the value of 40001. 
As inany rocfCs; greens, and oth€rher' 

bage, as the Ihip can iVow 



The like licence for the ship Brunswick, from Gre<»K>ck^ 
her cargo consistiiig of 

150 firkins. butter j^O puncheons rum ., 

^ hKAf. potatbe» 15 cw^. tobacco manuftf^red " 

00 bsmHsr hwifip ^^^QtOftflr casks wine " . 

10 pipe» 
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IQ pipes wine 
20. boxes lemons 
50 hhds. oats 
100 chaldron coals 
6 dozen bacon hams 
6 -cafks tongues 
S tons cheefo 
40 cwt. -hariey 
40 barrels oatmeal 



& E B A T E S. ' 

. eObarwlsbccf 

4 hhds. leaf tobacco 
iSfO dosen bbttfed vtilh " 

6 caflcs rice ' 
SO cwt. refined f agar 
ZO bag^ wHite peas 
30 firfcihs fplit peal 
60 dozen bottles mufiard 
10 caiksraifin^ 



^ 



The like licence for the ship True Britony from- XaOfcKiovfc 



her cargo consisting of 

200 barrels flour 
8 puncheons rum 

15 tons butter 

15 tons cheefe 

25 barrels pickled provifioos 

50 cafes ditto 
From Guernfey 15 tons wine 
Ditto 100 cafes ditto 



to 

From Guernfey 100 cafes poit«d m«Mi 
and 100 pickles and (weevqie^ts 

Ditto SO ca{ks prunes for the.uie pf d»^ 
ho(pital 

From Madeira and the weftem iflondl 
too tons wine 

From ditto 10 tons fruit 

From ditto 6001. worth of live ftocW * 



The like licence for the ship Adventure, from London, 
her cargo consia^ing of 



40 chefts and tubs of tea 

10 cwt. fpices 

20 cwt. almonds, raifins, and prunes 

4 tons pepper 
50 hhds. fugar 
10 tons cheefe 

4 caiks tongues 

15 ditto, and cafes of muftard and 
20 chefts oils [pickles 

10 cafks vinegar 
10 tons wine 

2 tons medicines, Jesuits bark, rhu- 



barb, bitters. Sec. 
70 ke^ barley and oatmeal ^ 

6 hhds. tobacco ' 
200 calks porter and ale 
10 caiks fhutf 
10 kegs tripe 

2 cwt. fattliigei 
$0 barrel^ beef and poHc ' 
20 ditto bread 
50 ditto flour 

50 chefts lemoiit and omngeB 
40 calks butter 



The like licence for the ship Minerva, from London, her 
cargo consisting of 



400 barrels flour 
3 tons bread 
60 barrels beef 
40 ditto pork 
60 ditto rautton 
10 caftcs hams 
SO ditto tongue^ 
20 fides bacon 



100 firkins butter 

4 tons cheefe 

5 hhds. fugar 
30 bolls railins 
20 calks currants 

5 cwt. figs 
10 calks prunes 
10 ditto rice 



1 bag pepper 
1 trunk fpices 

20 calks wine 
200 do2ea porter 

10 half chefts oil 
4 hhds. vinegar 

40 cafes pickles 

10 casks cyder 



15 boxes muftard 
100 ditto iemous 1 
& cwi: foap 

lOcwtnioiftfugar 

50 calks pais 

20 facks oat^ 

15 casks barlej^ 
100 facks potatoes 



By the Commissioners for executitig the Office of Lord 
L. & High Adnural of Qreat-Britain and Ireland) isfc. 

. Whereas the ship Jameson and Peggy has been tak^ up 
in pursuance of his Majesty's {Measure, signified to us by Lora^ 
George Gwtnain in has letter of the 7th of February lastj 
and is a6tually retained and employed in his Maje^irs ser* 
vice to carry stores and provision^ for the use of hu li^est/s 

U4 troops 
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troops in America, and also in carrying recruits: Wc dq, 
in pursuance of the powers granted to us by an Act of Parlia- 
ment, passed in the present session, intituled, ** An A£t to 
prohibit all trade and intercourse with the several colonies 
therein mentioned,'* ' hereby authorize, license, and permit 

the aforesaid ship, of the burthen of tons, whereof 

James Patterson is master, to proceed with her, having on 
board a cargo consisting of the particulars specified on the 
other side, from the port of London to tjie port of Boston, 
or any other town or place in North America, garrisoned or 
possessed by any of his Majesty's troops, and not elsewhere, 
there to unload and deliver the said cargo, and to return from 
thence with his said ship to Great-Britain or Ireland. This 
licence to subsist and be in fot-ce from the day of the dat^ 
hereof until her return as aforesiiid. 

Given under oiu- Hands, and the Seal of the Qffice 
of Admiralty, the i oth day of April, I776, 

Ti all Flag Officers y Captains ^ Commanders y and other com-^ 
missioned Officers (f his Majestfs ships and vessels. 

Note. If any goods, wares, or merchandize, other than th^ 
stores and provisions for his Majesty's troops mentioned in 
the specification of the above ship's cargo shall be found on 
her, or if the cargo shall not correspond with the several ar- 
ticles of the s?id specification (the necessary stores for the 
ship's use and the baggage of the passengers only excepted) in 
cither of those cases, the said goods, wares, &c. shall be for- 
feited, seized and prosecuted, as the said A6t: dire<^. 

I Schedule - of the cargo to be shipped in the Jameson and 
Peggy, from London. 

Linens for fhirt.s, &c. .X'c L.'SCCO C.indlc> — " L.150 

RuHTia drilling and raveiiclucks Tobacco — 200 

for brecchts — 

iiOOO v/oollerj in6. thread hofe 
5000 Ihocf. and leather 
Wihes and rum — 

Groceries, teas, &c. . . — 
Coarfe and fine wooUcft blan- 
kett — 

^, HM" — — . 

. 'T'o/tf-r — — 

■ Che«f6 — — 

: V^^i ' — — ■ 

. 3ail cl<rth for tents, bed?, <kc^ 
■ . Nail^ and hajdware — 

•Tiu wiirfc and i^Iates . — . ' 



. 800 


S^itionary — 


200- 


800 


B<.!ttor, pcafcjham. tripe, <S:c. 
Fiabv:rdalhery and Uindry fmall 


2b0 


1200 




2000 


wares — — 


300 


J 000 


Loaflugar . — 


500 




Lineijs — • — . 


3o0p 


300O 


Riiflia drilling, ravendncks and 




200 


foreign liiien —7 


2000 


100 


Eiiglifh and Rufriafail cloth for 




800 


tents — — 


-500 


100 


Loaf fugar — 


1500 


200 


T(?as — — 


4000 


200 


CaUitoes and mercery 


1500 


2^0 
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By the Commissioners for executing the Offiii of 
L. S. Lord High Adtniral of Great-Britain and 

Ireland, ^c. - ■ . ....... 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury -iaTv 
ing represented to us, that Mr. James Bogle French, mer- 
chant, has chartered the ship Barbadoes Planter, Isaac Black- 
burne, master, for the purpose of carrying from Glrenod^ td 
America a quantity of rum, which he has contracted to sup- 
ply for the use of the army in America ; and their Lordships 
-having desired that, the said ship may have. ar licence to pro- 
ceed and carry the said rum to America ; We do, in piirsu^ 
ance of an Aft passed in the present session of Parliament, 
intituled, " A;i Aft to prohibit all trade and intercourse 
•with the several colonies therein mentioned, hereby license, 
authorize, and permit Isaac Blackburne, master of the said 

ship Barbadoes Planter, 9f the burthen of tons, to pror 

jceed with her and the said cargo of rum, from the islands of 
Grenada, St. Vincent, Dominica or Tobago, to the port of * 
Boston or any other town or place in North America, garri«> 
;soned or possessed by any of hi^ Majesty's troops, and not elsjB-^ 
where, there to unload and deliver the said cargo, and retur^ 
from thence with his said ship to Great-Britain or Ireland.* 
■Ihis licence to subsist and be in force from the day of the 
jSate hereof until her return as aforesaid, \ 

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the 
Office of Admiralty, the loth day of April, 
1776. 

51? all Flag Officers^ Captains^ CoinmanderSy and 
other commissioned Officers ofhisMajestfs ships 
and vessels. • 

By command of their Lordihips. 
Note^ If any goods, wares, or merchandizes, other than 
provisions for his Majesty's use, provisions for the use of the 
inhabitants of any town or place garrisoned or possessed' by 
Jxis Majesty's troops, shall be found on board any licensed 
ship, or if the cargoes shall not correspond with the particu- 
Jars specified in the bodies of the respeftive licences, (the n©r 
cessary stores for the ship's use and the baggage of the passen- 
gers, only excepted) in either of those cases the said goodsj 
wares, &c. shall be forfeited, seized, and prosecuted, as the 
jaid Aft direfts. 

The 
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\. TRc' life* Uccttccw for th« ships Nancy and Betsey, and for 
the Elizabeth, chartered in ptirsuance of a*contra£l made bjr 
the Lords of the Treasury with Sir Jaiiies Cockburne^ bart. 
to carry rum from .the islands of Grenada . for the supply of 
fhci navy and army iii NcHh America. 

Cofrfes of all Licences granted for Ti'anspiDrts, ViftuaU«rs, 
and Ordnance Storcships. 

By the C&ntikissioners for executing the Offici cf 
t. SL Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain and 

Ireland, i^c. 

Ifri pursuance of an aft passed in tlie present sessions of 
Parliamtent, intituled, ** An a6l to prohibit^ all trade and in- 
tercourse i^ith the several colonies in North America therein 
lAcntioned," We do, hereby license, authorize and permit 
master of the ship of the 

Ihirtheti of tons, being employed 

m his Majest/s service, to proceed in his said ship to some 
J^OTt o^ ports in North America, and to return from thence 
trtth his said ship to Great-Britain or Ireland. This licence 
to subi^st and be in force from the day of the date hereof, uiS- 
til her return to Great-Britaim or Ireland. 

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the 
Office of Admiralty, the day of 
1776. 

^To all Flag Officers^ Captains j Commanders ^ and 
other commissioned Officers of his Majesty s ships 
and vessels. 

By command of their LordshipSy 

Note,- If any goods, wares^ or merchandize, other than 
fl^ores and provisions for his Majesty's use, shall be found on 
lyoatd the ^ip for which this licence is granted (the necessary 
stores for the ship's use, and the baggage of the passengers, 
tJUly excepted) such goods, wares, &c. shall be forfeited^ 
0eiased» and prosecuted as the said aft direAs. 

Licences 



A. 1776. 



DEBATED 



^ 



Licences which have been granted accordmg to flbe fore- 
going forpi are for the * 



Tonil 


* 


ftftA 


Minerva, v. 


870 






Howe, ▼. 


412 


fconntefs of Darling- 




Mars, V. 


25^ 


ton 


26$ 


Waters, v. 


241 


te^y 


2$i 


Belle, V. 


232 


Francis 


261 


Silly, V. 


100 


Union 


S37 


Thomas and Richard 


887 


' Grand DUchefs of Ruf 




' Ocean 


244 


Ua 


808 


Sea Venture 


299 


James and WilKam 
Two Brothers 


393 


Empreis of Ruffia 


688 


S3S 


Hunter 


811 


John and Jantf 


371 


Lively 


245 


Love and Unity 


415 


Syttietry ^ 


336 


John and Rebecca 


276 


Father's Goodwai 


33^ 


Amity's Providence 


327 






Henry 


832 


Edward 


268 


Savile 


858 


Charming Polly 


271 


Ifabella and Dorothy 


244 


Glen 


306 


William and Mary 


893 


Satisfadion 


858 


Argo 


838 


Profperous Armilla 


882 


Spy 


223 


llkhella 


862 


Gtofvenpr 


713 


Arcity*s Admonition 


410 , 


Whitby 


370 


Diana 


242 


Venus 


327 


Three Si/Fers 


288 


America 


805 


Rochford 


297 


John and Chrillopher 


293 


PalJifer 


851 


266 


Eagle 


344 


Grand Duke of Rnf* 




Brilliant 


225 


fia . 


672 


Favourite 


280 


, Enterprise 


425 


Borothy and Cathe- 




Ocean 


299 


rina 


327 


Mercury 


294 


Iftartgor 


861 


Peace and Plenty 


820 


Refolution 


858 


Juliana 


33^ 


Venus 


809 


Harcuurt 


706 


William 




Argo 


289 


Henry and Eflher 


Chatham 


189 


Refolution 


309 


Savile 


851 


Gbod Intent 


858 


Union 


348 


Sutcefe I 


22s 


Nancy 


151 


Hope 


218 


Mxrtle 


fS^ 


H^field 


404 


BldTmg 


229 


Royal George 


844 


Admiral Shtildhai& 


d6t 


Three Siftei^ 


212 


Khlg George 


278 



* Note. Thofe marked v. are viAualler?} o. otdnance.; ta4 Uie i«ft tran& 

pony©»*L 

'^ Racha4 



Sep 
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Tons. Tons. 



Kacha^ and Maiv 


020 


Prince of Wales - 


.447 


JeaV - - 


256 


Harmony 


449 


Nancy 


388 


Cojitent 


3-35 


Golden Rule 


214 


Martha 


326 


I/nd North 


009 


Three Sifters 


469 


Aorora 


369 


P«ggy - . . 


360 


Good Intent 


315 


Stagg 


317 


Neva . - 


215 


Margaret and Martha 


3^ 


JEarl of Orford 


23t 


Bute - 


683 


Robert and Elizabeth 


234 


Lord Howe 


720 


Emanuel 


154 


Dorothy 


237 


Anna IfabeUa 


287 


Speke 


745 


Content' 


282 


Benjamin and Ann 


402 


Pigot, hofpital fhip 


717 


Providence, (1 ft) 


310 


Friend f hip, armed 


- 


Charming Sally 


290 


trail fport 


.849 


Ciefar 


223 


Charming Nancy 


443 


Favourite 


221 


Charming Sally 


267 


Chi^mpion 


233*' 


j^itoii 


258 


Lucretia, / 


335 


Munificence 


275 


Amity's Succeflion 


235 


Amity's Defire 


313 


Jo^n and Bella 


191 


Archer 


, 286 


Sarah 


243 


Adamant 


249 


Antelope 


'207 


Xi^^y - , 


Sb7 


Diana 


298 


Myrtle 


309 


Charming Nelly 


256 


Fatonritft 


219 


Kitty ■ -. 


171 


Kent 


70d 


•Unajiimity , r. ,. 


176 


ridelity 


26i 


London - 


276 


Jot^n 


209 


Tweed - .' 


162 


King George 


337 


Gale - • ' ^ 


221 


Friend Ihip 


250 


Rouffeau - 


275 


Garland . • . - 


270 


Roman Emperor 


181 


Henry 


250 


Mary . - " 


' 293 


Succefe Increafc 


321- 


Thornton 


281 


Britannia 


298 


Kent's Reg;ard 


182 


Jteverley 


218 


Anne 


259 


Grace 


294 


M^ilaga 


205 


Alicia 


32G 


Thomas and "Belftiy 


218 


lane 

Henry 


221 


Mernjuid - . 


3^2 


^60 


Harrietta > 


221 


Britannia - • 


371 


Fame -* ' ' 


333 


Minerva 


311 


Polly 


240 


Lawrie 


283 


Happy Janet 


. 275 


New Bleffing 


256. 


Lord Sandwich 


368 


Pallas 


344 


Minerva >• 


261 


Lord Sandwich 


317 


MelUlh 


313 


Apollo 


361 


Three Johns 


240 


Frovidence, (2(1) 


366 


Lily , " - : 


203 


Barnes and John 


355 


Mermaid 


161 


Elizabeth 


320 


PoUy . . 


212 


Nancy 


304 


Rainbow 


179 


PoUy 


309 


Hunter - . 


171 


ITnion 


261 


Monimla 


207 


Ro^al Briton 


803 


. . . • -.:■',■.■ 





Lily 
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Tons. 




Tons. 


■Lny,(2d> - 


193 


Thames 


306 


' Margaret . 


.215 


Royal Exchange 


S73 


' Glasgow 


257 


i Minerva ' - 


219 


'Houfton 


95^ 


Glencaim 


.193 


^Boyd 


230 


Chtford 


219 


Brilliant 


272 


•Ocean - .'. . 


304 


' Prince George 


197 


William - 


223 


Sifters 


175 


Ann 


223 


Elizabeth 


218 


Walter 


265 


Thomas 


209 


Katty - - 


278 


Peggy 


234 


Neptune 


179 


Briftol 


219 


St. Helena 


270 


Swan 


297 


Bowman - 


206 


Sufannah 


2.')4 


Clementina 


265 


Queen 


298 


Neptune 


215 


Berry 


316 


Caledonia 


224 


Friend fhip ^ 


275 


Ven\is 


256 


Sifters . 


353 


George 


239 


Kennii f^on 


223 


Britannia 


179 


Royiil George 


398 


Liberty 


203 


Albion 


325 • 


Woodcock 


254 


Gleudina 


188 


Christie - - 


277 


Emprefs 


250 


Friendfhip 


201 


Henley 


150 


Princefs Royal 


152 


Trial 


230 


Oftenbottom 


376 


Hope 


286 


Speedwell 


198 


Sprinjc 


378 


Succefs, V. 


200 


Edgle - 


324 


Succefs IncreaCe, v. 


• 220 


Jamefon and Peggy 


188 


Providence, v. 


Si^ 


Elizabeth 


297 


Integrity, V. . - - 


32a 


Elk 


304 


Nancy, v. 


340 


EleoRora 


286 


Aldborough, v. 


- 250 


Greyhound 


245 


Stanley, v. 


250 


udlth 
! Lxperiment 


377 ' . 


Britannia, v. 


-230 


162 


Medway, v 


- 230 


Jenny 


298 


George 


244 


^ peed well 


281 


Peggy 


,209 


Union 


3^2 


Friendfhip 


217 


Charming Sally 


311 


May Flower 


197 


St. George 


385 


Annabella 


203 


Bird 


277 


Friends 


. 162 


Ma.y . 


186 


Badtjei 


179 


Hannah 


348 


Shipwright, v. 


300 


Triton 


280 


Minerva - 


133 


iEolus 


413 


[eanie 


227 


Union 


172 


Hartley 


1 205 


• Union S*Ticcefs 


255 


Molly 


' 212 


Queenborough 


104 . 


Thomas ' - 


190 


Kitty 


214 ,-«. 


.I-jknry and Joseph 


148 


Selina 


330 


.Favourite . . -, 


1^6 


Rofe 


141 


"Mermaid 


247 


George and Molly 


129 y 


Alary and Ann • 


191 






Int/igrity 



yn 



^02 



PARLIAMEKTART A. r??^ 

Tons* Tqqs. 



Uaegfkf 


179 


Tartar, v. • 


!«> 


Vaney # 


BiS 


QliTe Braodi, t. 


lao 


Soreai 


fa> 


f ion, ▼. 


180 


Fanny 


aos 


I>okeofLeinfier»T. 


asa 


£40. 


Lonidale,T. 


S44 


BriftoIP^Mket 


206 


Lord LewiflEUD, T. 


SOI 


Juno 


1294 


Bopeveliy o. 


S5Q 


Meltbam 


191 


The Woodlands o. 


S26 


Neptune 


208 


Pilnceof Wales, o. 


200 


Cbbbom 


dOO 


DcTonihiTe, o. 


200 


SL Ceorg«, T. 


375 


Hdlen, o. 


200 


Loiey, ▼. * 


157 


Frieudihip, o. 


200 


PoUv,r. - , 


, 180 


Prince GeoTge, o. 


200 


i«ilff,T. 


^800 


Charmiug Nancy, o. 


SOO 


FanceofWaiQS, f. 


180 


Fleetwood, o. 


230 


JjMiny, T. 


259 






Favourite 


148 


Globe - 


160 


184 


Crawfurd 


222 


Oolombus 


279 






Jameg 


164 


Betty 


164 


Eflher 


214 


NafTau 


260 


Surprize 


265 


Duke William 


424 


Lively 


230 


Good Intent 


241 


Br'ttifh Queen 


248 


Lord Howe - ' 


299 


ilatty 


IW 




' 


Mediator - • 


i8i 


Three Sifters 


279 


MUfurd 


217 







The following papers were also presented to the House, 
pursuant to address : 

Copy of Sir James CockbumV contraB for rum* 

ARTICLES of agreement indented, made, and concluded 
this ad of May, 1776, in the i6th year of the reign of our 
Sovcreim Lord Geo'fge the Thirds by the grace of God, 
King of Great Britain,' France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, and so forth, by and between the Right Honourable 
the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, on the 
part ai^ behalf of his Majesty of the one part, and Sir James 
Cockbom, fiart, of the other part. 

Whereas it is thought necessary that a contraft ^uld be 
entered into with some fit and reisponsible person for fur- 
/Dishiog a quantity of rum, for the use of his Majesty^s troops 

on 
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on service i» America; such rum to be delivered at such 
phces, and to such persons in America, as the said Lords 
Commissioners shall appoint. And whereas Sir Jajaaes Cock- 
burn, Bart, "has proposed to furnish and ddiver to the army 
in America 100,000 » gallons of rum, the produce of the 
islands of Grenada, St. Vincent, Dominica, and TobagOy 
at the rate of four shillings, sterling, per gallon, for all rum 
the produce of, and exported from, the island of Grenada^ 
arid at the rate of three shillings arid sixpence per gallon fop 
all rum, the produce of, and exported from, the islands of 
St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, imder jwoper and due 
certificates &om the officers of his Majesty's customs of tho 
several islands respedHvely, and to be taken and furnished 
from the said respedUve islands in proportion to the produce 
of such island ; which said proposal the Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's Treasury have, on the part and behalf of his 
Majesty, thought fit to accept. Now thisf indenture wit- 
nesseth, that the said Sir James Cockbiu-n doth fpr himself, 
his executors, and administrators and assigns, agree with the 
said Lords Commissioners, that he the said Sir James Cock- 
burn, pursuant to the said recited proposal, and according ta 
the terms and restridtions abovementioned, shall and will de- 
liver, clear of all charges and expences, at such places, and 
to such persops in America, as the said Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's Treasury shall please to appoint to receive 
•the same, for the service of the said troops there, 100,000 
gallons of rum, of the usual and proper proof and strength 
of each of the said islands respedHvcly, from which the same 
shall be shipped, according to an instrument sent to the 
commander in chief for ascertainiug the proof and strength 
thereof, a duplicate of which instrument the said Sir James 
Cockburn doth hereby acknowledge to have received for his 
use. And the said Lords Commissioners, on the part and 
behalf of his Majesty, do covenant, promise, and agree^ that 
upon the said Sir James Cockbm'n, his executors, admini- 
strators, and assigns, producing a certificate, or certificates, 
signed by the officer commanding his Majesty's troopa at the 
port of importation, or commissary of stores, or deputj or 
iassistant commissary of stores th^e, or by such other peraon • 
or persons as shall be authorized to receive the said ^orum, 
jand to sign such certificate, or certificates 5 wliich cortificatq, 
or certificates, are to specify the quantity of mm jddivi^gad^' 

the 
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the island and place from whence exported, and to have 
annexed thereto the certifioate or clearance of the officers of 
the customs of the respective islands from whence such nun 
shall be exported, or an attested copy thereof; and shall 
also specify, that the same was of the usual and proper proof 
and strength of each of the said isknds, respectively, from 
whence the same was exported, according to the said instru- 
ment ; they the said Commissioners of his Majest/s Treasury 
shall and will diredl, and cause to be paid unto the said Sir 
James Cockburn, his executors, administrators, and assigns^ 
all such sums of money as shall appear to be justly and truly 
due to the said Sir James Cockburn, according to the prices, 
and to the rates aforesaid, agreeably to the said recited pro- 
posal, for the several quantities of rum so delivered and cer- 
tified for as aforesaid. 

And the said Lords Commissioners do likewise covenant 
and agree, that they will bear harmless, and indenmify the 
said Sir James Cockburn, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, from the payment of any custom-house duties for or 
upon any of the said quantities of rum to be delivered pur- 
suant to this conti-aft. 

Lastly, it is covenanted and agreed between the parties to 
these presents, that the said I^ords Commissioners of his Ma- 
.^Jesty*s Treasury, or any of them, shall not be liable in their 
persons or estates to any action whatever, by reason or means 
of their being, on his Majesty's behalf, made parties to this 
contradt : In witness whereof, the said Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's Treasury, and the said Sir James Cockburn, 
have hereunto interchangeably put their hands and seals, the 
day and year above written. 

North. C. Townsjhend. E. W. Cornwall. 

Cop'j of Mr. Bogle French'/ contraElfor rum. 

ARTICLES of agreement, indented, made, and concluded 
this 2d day of May, 1776, in the i6th year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God 
King of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, and so forth, by and between the Right Honourable 
the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, on the 
part and behalf of his Majesty of the one part, and James 
Bogle French, Esq. of the other part. 

Whereas^ 
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Whereas it is thought necessary that a contrail should be 
entered into with some fit and responsible person for fur- 
nishing a quantity of rum, for the use of his Majesty's troops 
on service in America, such rum to be delivered at such places, 
and to such persons in America, as the said Lords Commis- 
sioners shall appoint. And whereas James Bogle French has 
proposed to furnish and deliver to the army in America 
100,000 gallons of rum, the produce of the islands of Gre- 
• nada, St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, at the rate of four 
shillings sterling per gallon, for all ruin, the produce of, and 
exported from, the island of Grenada 5 and at the rate of 
three shillings and sixpence sterling per gallon, for all rum 
the produce of, and exported from, the islands of St. Vin- 
cent, Dominica, and Tobago, under proper and due certifi- 
cates from the ofiicers of his Majesty's customs of the said 
several islands respectively, and to be taken and furnished 
from the said respe(5live islands in proportion to the produce 
of such island ; which said proposal the Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's treasury have, on the part and behalf of his 
Majesty, thought fit to accept. Now this indenture witnes- 
seth, that the said James Bogle French doth, for himself, 
his executors, administrators, and assigns, agree with the said 
Lords Commissioners, that he the said James Bogle French, 
pursuant to the said recited proposal, and according to the 
terms and restrictions above-mentioned, shall and will de- 
liver, clear of all charges and expences, at such places, and 
to such persons iii America, as the said Lords Corrimissioners 
of his Majesty's treasury shall please to appoint to receive the 
same, for the service of the said troops there, 100,000 gal- 
lons of rum, of the usual and proper proof and strength, of 
each of the said islands, respecStively, from which the same 
shall be shipped, according to an instrument sent to the com- 
mander in chief for ascertaining the proof and strength there- 
of, a duplicate of which instrument the said James Bogle 
French doth hereby acknowledge to have received for his 
use. And the said Lords Commissioners, on the part and 
behalf of his Majesty, do covenant, promise and agree, that 
upon the said James Bogle French, his . executors, admini- 
strators, or assigns, producing a certificate, or certificates, 
signed by the officer commanding his Majesty's troops at the 
port of importation, or commissary of stores, or deputy or 
assistant commissary of stores there, or by such other person 
or persons as shall be authorized to receive the said rum. 
Vol. m. X and 
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and to sign such certificate, or certificates, which certificate, 
or certificates, are to specify the quantity of mm delivered^ 
the island and place firom whence exported, and to have an- 
nexed thereto the certificate • or clearance of the officers of 
the customs of the respective islands from whence such rum 
shall be exported, or an attested copy thereof; and shall also 
specify, that the same was of the usual and proper proof and 
Strength of each of the said islands, respectively, from whence 
the same was exported, according to the said instrument^ 
they the said Commissioners of his Majesty's treasury shall 
and will direA, and cause to be paid unto the said James Bogle 
French, his executors, administrators, or assigns, all such sums 
of money as shall appear to be justly and truly due to the said 
James Bogle French, according to the prices and to the rates 
aforesaid, agreeably to the said recited proposal for the seve- 
ral quantities of rum so delivered and certified for as afore- 
said. And the said Lords Commissioners do likewise cove- 
nant and agree, that they will bear harmless and indemnify 
the said James Bogle French, his executors, administrators^ 
and assigns, from the payment of any custom-house duties 
for, or upoo account of the said quantities of rum to be de- 
livered pursuant to this contrad. 

Lastly, it is covenanted and agreed between the parties to 
these presents, that the said Lc^ds Comissioners of his Ma- 
jesty's treasury, or any of them, shall not be liable, in their 
persons or estates, to any adtion whatever, by reason or means 
of their being, on his Majesty's behalf, made parties to this 
contraft : In witness whereof, the said Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's treasury, and the said James Bogle French, 
have hereunto interchangeably put their hands and seals, the 
day and y^r first above written. 

North. C. Townshend. E. W. Cornwall. 

tlopy of a Memorial from Mr. James Anderson to Lord George 
Germain. 2d Aprils i^']6. 

To the Right Honourable Lord George Germain, one of bis Ma^ 
jestfs Principal Secretaries of State y ksfc. isfc, 

THE memorial of James Anderson, humbly sheweth. 
That your Lordship's memorialist, in December last, v^ras 
sent home by General Howe, to carry out stores and neces- 
saries for the garrison at Boston. 

That 
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That in cdnsequetice of tlie general representation to the 
Wai'-Qffice, a vessel was provided for that purpose, with a 
licence from the Lords of the Admiralty. 

That the stores are all bought up, «nd grpajt part of theip 
put on bo^d the ship Peggy and Jameson ; but the licences 
being recalled by the Treasury Board, has for some time pre- 
vented his proceeding. 

That your Lordship's memorialist begs leave to represent 
his case as different from those who had the common trading 
licences 5 and to obviate any objection that may have arisen, 
your Lordship's memorialist hereby obligates himself to - bcr 
come boiiind in any sum to consign the whole of the stores tp 
the direction of General Howe, or the commander in chic^ 
on the ship's arival at Boston. 

Your Lordship's m^norialist humbly prays that his lie 
cence may be returned, so as he may proceed with dispatch, 
as the season is far advanced, and the troops in w^iAt of the 
necessaries. Jamks Anderson. 

Copy of, a Letter from Lieutenant General Harvey to Mr. PowJ« 
nail, dated CleveJand-Court, ^^ April^ i??^- • 

Dear Sir, 
AS I find there are some difficulties as to Mr. Ander- 
son's receiving a licence for sailing with the several particu- 
lars which he has provided for tlie army itnder the command 
of General Howe, I take tha liberty of troubling you with 
a line to acquaint you, that the General mentioned to mc 
in one of his letters, that he had employed Mr. Anderson on 
this service, and wished that I could assist him in what he 
had undertaken. 

I take the liberty of mentioning this, as many inconvc-^ 
niencies must happen if the General's intentions arc pre- 
vented, by Mr. Anderson's not having the proper powers to 
sail. 

I ani, dear Sir,> 
Your faithAil and obedient servant, 

Edw* Harvet*. • 
John Ponvnally Esq, 

March 5. 
Mr. John Ponvnall (Secretary) presented to the House 
(pursuant to an address of the House) the {pllipwing copy of 

X i a letter 
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a l^ter from Lord GecM-ge Germain, to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty. 

Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to the Lords of the 
Admtraltyy dated Whitehall, 7/A of February 1776^ 

My Lords, 
HIS Majesty's secretary at war having represented to me, 
that a considerable quantity of necessaries, for the use of the 
army at Boston, has been purchased here by Mr. Anderson, 
employed as agent by Major General Howe for that purpose, 
and is now ready to be sent out, I have received the King's 
command to signify to your Lordships his Majesty's pleasure, 
that you give the necessary orders for taking up a proper vessel 
to carry out the said necessaries, which are computed to amount 
to about 200 tons, and it is his Majesty's further pleasure, 
that proper accommodation be provided on board such vessel 
for the reception of such a detachment of recruits as there 
may be ro6m for. I am, &c. 

(Signed) George Germain. 

Sir Grey Cooper presented to the House (pursuant to an ad- 
dress of the House) the following papers. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Robinson to the Admiralty y that the 
Specifications in the Licences granted certain Ships are too ge^ 
neraly and that the Licences should be conjined to Ships laden 
with Provisions J dated l^th March, 1776. 

Sir, 

THE Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury hav- 
.ing taken into consideration your letter of the 1 2th instant, 
respefting the licences to be granted to certain ships going 
to North America ; I am commanded by their Lordships to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, that the Lords of the Treasury are of opinion, that the 
specifications for the ships the Resolution, the Daniel, the 
Brunswick, and the Citj of London, are too general, tend to 
open trade with North America, and are not warranted by 
the proviso in .the aft of Parliament giving the power to grant 
such licences \ but are contrary thereto. And their Lord- 
ships think it right that such licences should be confined to 
such ships and vessels as shall be laden with provisions for 
the use of his Majesty's fleets, armies, or garrisons, or for the 

use 
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use of the inhabitants of any town or place garrisoned or pos" 
sessed by any of his Majesty's forces, according to the direc- 
tion of the aft of ParHament. 

Inclosed I return you the several specifications above re- 
ferred to. I am, &c. 

Geo. Jachotiy Esq. (Signed) John Robinson. 

Copy of Mr. 'Robinson's Letter of the 15/A March, 1776, to 
the Commissioners of the Customs y relating to Licences for Ships 
going to North America. 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers. 

THE lords commissioners of his Majesty's treasury having 
taken into consideration a letter from Mr. Jackson, secretary 
to the lords commissioners of the admiralty, stating, that ap- 
plication had been made to the lords of the admiralty for li- 
cences to be granted to ships going to NoBth America ; and 
having read the specifications of the cargoes of the ships, 
the Resolution, the Daniel, the Brunswick, and the City of 
London, and also the aft passed in the present session of Par- 
liament, for prohibiting all trade and intercourse with seve- 
ral colonies in America ; their lordships are of opinion, that 
the specifications for the ships the Resolution, the Daniel, 
the Brunswick, and the City of London, are too general, 
tend to open trade with North America, and are not v^ar* 
ranted by the proviso in the aft of Parliament, giving the 
power to grant such licences, but are contrary thereto, with 
which I have, by their lordships' orders, acquainted Mr. 
Jackson, for the information of the lords of the admiralty, 
and I am direfted to acquaint you therewith for your govern- 
ment. I am. Gentlemen, 

Your most humble servant, 

John Robinson. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Robinson to the Admiralty y that Li^ 
cenres may be granted to the Ships Loyalty^ and True Briton, 
to carry Provisians to America^ for the use of the Army, ilfc 
dated 2T^d March, 1776. 

Sir, 
THE lords commissioners of his Majesty's treasury having 
taken into consideration your letter of the 21st instant, to- 
gether with the specifications of the cargoes of the ships Loy^ 

X3 iilty, 
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alty, and the True Briton, for which application has been 
made to the board of admiralty for licences to proceed to 
America, I am commanded by their lordships to return you 
the said specifications, ^nd to acquaint you, for the informa-* 
tion of the lords of the admiralty, that my lords are of opii- 
nion, that the board of admiralty may grant licences for the 
said ships to import into America, from any place from whence 
the same may be legally imported thither, all articles of prcw 
vision for the supply of his Majesty's fleets, armies, or garri- 
sons, or for the use of the inhabitants of any town or place 
garrisoned or possessed by any of his Majesty's forces, accord- 
ing to the dire6lions of the late a6l of Parliament 5 but that 
the articles of wine from Bourdeaux and Oporto ^e by law 
prohibited to be carried thither. I am, &c. 
George Jachon^ Esq. (Signed) John Robinson. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Robinson to the Admiralty^ thai 
Mr, Watlinetpn has agreed to withdraw the licence he had 
applied f or y dated ^'^d March y 1776. 

. Sir, 

THE lords commissioners of his Majesty'^ treasury having 
taken into consideration your letter of the 21st instant, tOr 
gether with the specifications of the cargo of the ^ip Pallas, 
tor which application has been made to the board of admi*,, 
j-alty for a licence to proceed to America ; and haying beei^ 
attended by Mr. Watlington, who has applied for such li- 
pence, I am direfted to return the same to you, and to ac- 
quaint you, that Mr. Watlington has agreed to withdraw the 
said licence. I am, &c. 
George Jackson^ Esq, . Jqhn Robinson. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr^ Robinson to the Admiralty^ that a 
Licence may he grafited to the Ship Nancy y to carry Provisions 
to America for the use of the Armyy dated 234/ Marchy 1776., - 

Sir, 

The lords commissioners of his Majesty's treasury having 
taken into consideration your letter of the 2 1 st instant, toger 
ther with the specifications of the cargo of the Nancy, captain 
Knowles, for which application has been made to the board 
of admiralty for a licence to proceed to America j I am com- 
manded by their lordships to return you the specification, 
and to acquaint you, for the information of the lords of the 
admiralty, that my lords are of opinion, that the board of adr 
jniralty may grant a licence for the said ship to import into 

America, 
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America, from any place from whence the same may be le- 
gally imported thither, all articles of provision for the supply 
of his Majesty's fleets, armies, or garrisons, or for the use of 
the inhabitants of any town or place garrisoned or possessed 
by any of his Majesty's forces, according to the dire<5Hon of 
the late aft of Parliament. I am, &c. 

Mr. Jackson. John Robinson. 

Mr. Robinson'/ Letter to the Adtniraltyy that the Board are of 
opinion the Admiralty may grant Mr. Merry the Licence he 
prays for^ dated 7,6th March ^ 1776. 

Sir, 

THE lords commissioners of his Majesty's treasury having 
returned the consideration of your letter of the 21st instant, 
together with the specifications of the cargoes of the ships 
Princess Royal, le Soye Planter, Mentor, Lord Rochford, and 
the Resolution, for which Mr. Anthony Merry has applied to 
the board of admiralty for licences to proceed to America; and 
having been attended by Mr. Merry this day thereon, I am 
commanded by their lordships to return you the specifications, 
and to acquaint you, for the information of the lords of the 
admiralty, that my lords are of opinion, that the board of ad- 
miralty may grant licences for the said ships, in respeft to the 
cattle and hve stock prayed for, and to all other articles of 
provision, for the supply of his Majesty's fleets, armies, and 
garrisons, or for the use of the inhabitants of any town or 
place garrisoned or possessed by any of his Majesty's forces; 
and I am also directed to desire you will acquaint the board of 
admiralty, that the lords of his Majesty's treasury are of opi- 
nion, that if all the licences, which shall hereafter be granted, 
be confined to articles of provision for the supply of his Ma- 
jesty's fleets, armies, or garrisons, or for the use of the inha- 
bitants of any town or place garrisoned or possessed by any of 
his Majesty's troops, according to the diredHons of the aft of 
Parliaittent, and agreeably to the opinion of this board, signi- 
fied in my letter of the 15 th instant, it will not be necessary to 
transmit to this board the several applications made to the 
board of admiralty for licences. I am, &c. 

Mr. Jackson. J. RoBINSON. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Grey Cooper to Mr. Merry, dated 
26th January, 1776. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers. 

I HAVE laid before the lords commissioners of his Majes- 
ty's treasury your proposal for chartering four ships, to be sent 

X- to 
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to Mogadore to load cattle, and from thence to transport them 
to Boston, or to such other place in North America, where 
the commander in chief of his Majesty's forces shall direft 
them to be landed, and delivered for the use of the army: and 
I have also submitted to their lordships' consideration, your es- 
timate or calculation of the cost of four cargoes of 100 oxen, 
and 300 sheep, in each ship, to be so laden, transported and 
delivered; and I am commanded to acquaint you, that they 
would have wished that you could have undertaker^ to per- 
form tiiis service by contract, at a certain stipulated rate ; but 
as you represent, that the particular circumstances under 
which this supply is to hd provided, and the many contin- 
gencies to which the execution of it must be liable, render 
the undertaking to contradl for the delivery of the cattle arid 
sheep, at a certain rate, im-pra(!licable ; a^d as their lordships 
are most anxious that his Majesty's forces in America should 
be supplied with fresh provisions from every place where there 
is a fair probability of such supply being obtained and con- 
veyed to the army, I have it in command to authorise ydu to 
provide four vessels properly fitted for this service, and to pur- 
chase the cargoes according to your proposal, on account of 
government; and to ship and transport them, under the di- 
rection of captains well acquainted with the trade of Moga- 
dore, experienced in the manner of transporting live cattle, 
and with orders to deliver them to such person or persons as 
shall be appointed or directed by the commander in chief to 
receive them at Boston, or wherever his Majesty's army shall 
be at the time of their arrival in America: And I am further 
to assure you, that on your producing proper vouchers for each 
particular charge, confirmed by your letters of advice, and 
copies of the letters and orders which you may write or give 
in the execution of this business, you may depend on the 
regular and pun(Stual payment of all monies by you so expend- 
ed; and on your rendering a general account, such commis- 
sion will be allowed you, as shall appear to be adequate to 
the business done, and the service performed by you to the 
public, I am, &c. 

Anthony Alerryy Esq. (Signed) Grey Cooper. 

Copy of a Letter fr 01)1 Sir Grey Cooper to Mr, Merry, dated 
2^th February, 1776. 

Sir, Treasury Chmnhers, 

SINCE my last letter I am direCled by the lords commis- 
sioners of his Majesty's treasury to acquaint you, that if from 
any advices or intelligence you may have received you shall 

have 
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have reason to apprehend any disappointment in obtaining 
cargoes of live cattle for your ships at Mogadore, their lord- 
ships auriiorizc you to load the four ships which you have 
chartered, with oxen, sheep, and hogs, at any port or place in 
Great-Britain, Ireland, or America, from which the service 
may be performed most speedily and advantageously ; and in 
case the charters for two vessels, which you have ordered to 
be made in Spain by Consul March, should have been exe- . 
cuted, you are diredbed to give such orders respecting them 
and their destination, as may secure their cargoes from all 
risque by insurance. I am, &c. 
Anthony Merry^ Esq. (Signed) Grey Cooper. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Grey Cooper to Mr. Merry, dated 
28/^ February, 1776. 
Sir, Treasury Chambers. 

IN consequence of your last letter, in which you apply, 
that all goods put on board the armed ship which you have 
purchased, and the four other vessels which you have chartered 
as stores or provisions for his Majesty's forces in America, or 
for the use of the inhabitants of such towns or places as shall 
be ih their possession, should be paid for in the same manner 
as the oxen, sheep, or hogs, furnished by you for, that service, 
upon your producing proper bills of lading, and invoices of 
such goods, I am commanded to acquaint you, that upon 
your producing such bills of lading and invoices, warrants 
will be ordered for the monies which it shall appear that you 
have disbursed in the pi^rchase of such goods, together with 
the commission usual in such cases. I am at the same time 
to diredl you to take care that the goods which you shall pur- 
chase and ship for this service, be such as may be carried to 
America as stores and provisions for the army, or for the use 
of the inhabitants of such towns and places as aforesaid, pur- 
suant to the exceptions in the late zOi of Parliament, and in 
conformity to the licences which may be granted to you for 
that purpose. I am, &c» 

Grey Cooper. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Robinson to the Secretary at. Wafy 
to know if the Arhdes for which a Licence is prayea for by 
Mr. Anderson, are Stores for his Majesty's Troops in Ame- 
rica, dated 24th March, 1776. 
My Lord, 

MR. Jackson having,, by dire<Etiohs of the lords of the ad- 
miralty, transmitted to me for the information of the lords of 

his 
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his Majesty's treasury, a specification of the cargo of the ship 
called the Jameson and Peggy, for which Mr. James Ander* 
son has applied to the board of admiralty for a licence to pro- 
ceed to America, and Mr. Anderson having attended my 
lords, and informed them that the several articles applied for 
are stores for the use of the army, and that he was sent over 
by General Howe and the officers, to provide them for their 
service, I am direfted to transmit the same to your Lordship^ 
and to desire that your Lordship will please to acquwit me^ 
for the information of this beard, whether the several articles 
for which a licence is prayed for by Mr. Anderson, are stores 
for the use of his Majegt/s troops. I am, &c. 

John Robinson. 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Mr^ Robinson^ 
on Mr. Anderson's Application for a Licence^ dated zStb 
March, 1776. 

Sir, War^Office, 

I HAVE just received your letter, inclosing a specification 
of the cargo of the Ship Jameson and Peggy, which I here- 
with return, and am to desire you will be pleased to acquaint . 
the right honourable the lords commissioners of his Majesty's - 
treasury, that Mr. James Anderson was^sent over by General 
Howe, and the officers at Boston, to provide stores for the 
army there ; and that the ship above-mentioned has been ap- 

K'opriated, by order of government, to carry the said stores to 
orth America. 

As General Mowe has not transmitted to me any list -of the 
articles ordered by him, or the officers under his command, I 
cannot take upon me to assure their lordships, that the several 
articles for which Mr. Anderson desires a licence, are intended 
for stores for the use of his Majesty's troops. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant,. 
Barrington. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Pownall to Mr. Robinson, about 
^r. Anderson's Application for a Licence^ dated ^d April, 

Sir, Whitehall. 

I AM direfted by Lord George Germaine to transmit to 
you a memorial presented to his Lordship by Mr. James Anr 
derson, who, with the approbation of General Howe, has 
been appointed, by the commanding officers of the different 
regiments at Boston, to procure here, arid convey to America, 
sUndry stores and necessaries for the use of the said regiments, 

and 
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;^nd as it appears by a letter to me from Lieut, Gen. Hervey, a 
copy of which I enclose, that there can be no doubt of 
Mr. Anderson's having proper authority to provide these 
stores, and that they are intended solely for the use of the 
King's troops 5 I am to desire you will submit it to the con- 
sideration of the lords commissioners of the treasury, whether 
it may not be necessary to give immediate orders that the 
licence he had obtained be returned to him. I am. Sir, 
John Robinson, Esq. J. Pownall. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Robinson to G. Jackson, Esq. 
dated /^h April, 1776. 
Sir, 

I am commanded by my lords commissioners of his Ma- 
jesty's treasury to transmit to you, for the information of the 
lords of the admiralty, the enclosed copies of letters from Mr. 
Pownall and General Hervey, relative to an application from 
Mr. James Anderson, for a licence for the ship Jameson and 
Peggy, laden with sundry stores for the use of the army at 
Boston, and to acquaint you, for the information of the 
lords of the admiralty, that my lords are of opinion, that un- 
der the particular circumstances of this case, a licence may 
be granted for the said ship, on his giving the security oflFcrcd 
in his memorial. I am, &c. 

G. Jackson, Esq. J. RoMNSON. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Robinson to John Pownall, Esq. 
dated /\th April, 1776. 
Sir, 

The lords commissioners of his Majesty's ' treasury having 
taken into consideration your letter of yesterday, with the en- 
closures relative to the licence applied for by Mr. James An- 
jderson, to export sundry stores to America, for the use of the 
King's troops there serving under General Howe, I am di- 
rected by their lordships to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of Lord George Germaine, that they are of opinion, 
under the particular circumstances of this case, a licence -may 
be granted on his giving the security offered in his mem^iSal, 
and that I haye, by their lordships' order, signified th^same 
to the admiralty, and returned the licence transmitted to the 
)3oard of, treasury, I am^ &c. 

John Pownall, Esq. John Robinson. 

Trea-- 
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Treasury Minute^ 15/A March, 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury Chambers* 
Present, Lord North, Mr. Onslow, Mr. Townshend. 

READ letter from Mr. Jackson, deputy secretary to the 
admiralty, transmitting, for the information of my lords, spe- 
cifications of the cargoes of two vessels, for which applica- 
tion has been made to the board of admiralty for licences to 
proceed to North America, but of which cargoes, several ar- 
ticles appear not to come within the intention of the aft for 
prohibiting all intercourse with certain colonies. 

Read thje said specifications. 

Read specifications of the cargoes of the ships Resolution 
and City of London. 

Write to Mr. Jackson, acquainting him, for the informa- 
tion of the lords of the admiralty, that my lords are of opinion, 
that the specifications for the said ships are too general, tend 
to open trade with North America, and are not warranted by 
the proviso in the aft of Parliament, giving the power to grant 
such licences, but are contrary thereto ; and my lords think 
it right that such licences should be confined to such ships and 
vessels as shall be laden with provisions for the use of his Ma- 
jesty's fleets, armies, or garrisons, or for the use of the inha- 
bitants of any town or place, garrisoned or possessed by any of 
his Majesty's forces, according to the directions of the aft of 
Parliament. 

Treasury Minute , 22d March, 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury Chambers. 

Present, I^ord North, Mr. Onslow, Mr. Townshend, 
Mr. Cornwall. 

Read letter from Mr. Jackson, deputy secretary of the ad- 
miralty, transmitting specifications of the cargoes of four ships. 
Princess Royal, Loyalty, True Briton, and Nancy, for 
which applications have been made for licences, and desiring 
to know whether my lords have any objeftions to licences 
"being granted for the said ships, transmitting also two licences 
which have been granted for the ships Pallas, Jameson and 
Peggy, but since recalled, and desiring to know if there be 
any objeftion to delivering them back to the persons who ap- 
plied for them, with the addition of some articles to the cargo 
of the Jameson and Peggy, li'cewise inclosing specifications 
of the cargoes of four ships, Le Soye, Planter, Lord Rochford, 
and 'Resolution, for which licences have been granted, but 
stopt at the custom-house, and desiring to know whether new 

licences 
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licences may be granted for such ships, according to fresh in- 
voices delivered in by the merchants. 

Read all the said application^ and licences. 

Diredt Mr. IMerry to attend my lords hereon on Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. Watlington attends, in consequence of the application 
made by him for the ship Pallas, and is heard, and thereon ac- 
quaints my lords, that he agrees to withdraw his licence. 

Transmit to Lord Barrington the specification of the cargo 
of the ship Jameson and Peggy, and desire that his Lordship 
will be pleased to acquaint this board, whether the sev^r^l arti- 
cles, for which a licence is prayed by Mr. Anderson, are stores 
for the use of his Majesty's troops. 

Treasury MinutCy 26th of March, 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury Chambers, 

Present, Lord North, Mr. Onslow, Mr. Townshend, Lord 
Beauchamp, Mr Cornwall. 

My lords resume the consideration of Mr. Jackson's letter 
of the 2 1st instant, jrespefting the applications that have been 
made to the board of admiralty for licences for ships to pro- 
ceed to North America. 

Read letter from Mr. Merry to Mr. Jackson, containing 
his application for licences for the ships Resolution, Princess 
Royal, Lc SoyjC Planter, Mentor, and Lord Rochford, to- 
gether with specifications of the cargoes intended to be ex- 
ported in the said ships. Mr. Merry attends, and informs 
my lords, that he had provided a niunbcr of cattle and live 
stock for the supply of the troops 'in America, agreeably to 
the order of Sir Grey Cooper, Bart, but that he has applied 
for the other articles, mentioned in the specifications, upon 
his own account. 

Write to Mr. Jackson, desiring him to acquaint the lords 
of the admiralty, that my lords think the board of admiralty 
may grant licences for the said ships in respeft to the catde and 
live stock, and to all other articles of provision ; an4&that if 
tlie board of admiralty confine all licences to artidtft o£ pro- 
vision for the supply of his Majesty '§ fleets, armies, or gar- 
risons, or for the uoo of the inhabitants of any town or p^e 
garrisoned or possessed by any of his Majesty's forces, accord- 
ing to the diredlions of the adt, and agreeably to the opinion 
of this board, signified in Mr. Robinson's letter of the 15th 
instant, my lords are of opiiiion, that it will not be necessary 
to transmit to this board the several applications made to the 
admiralty for licences. 

Treamry 
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Treasury Minute^ 29th of March, 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury Chambers. - 
Present, Lord North, Mr. Townshend, Lord Beauchamp, 
Mr. Cotnwall. 

Read letter from the secretary of war, relative to the appli* 
caticm of Mr. James Anderson for a licence to ship for Boston 
sundry stores for the use of the army there ; in which the se- 
cretary of war states, that Mr. James Anderson was sent over 
by general Howe, and the officers at Boston, to provide stores 
ioix the army there, and that the ship abovementioned has 
been appropriated, by order of government, to carry the said 
stores to North America \ but that as genaral Howe has not 
transmitted to him any list of the articles ordered by him, or 
the officers under his command, he cannot assure their lord- 
ships that the several articles for which Mr. Anderson desires 
a licence, are intended for stores for the use of his Majesty's 
troops. 

Treasury Minute y 3d April, 1 776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury ChanAers. 
Present, Lord North, Mr. Townshend, Mr. ComwaiL 
Read letters from Mr. Pownall, dated 3d April l^^6f 
transmitting, by dire£tions of Lord George Germaine, a me- 
jnorial presented to his lordship, by Mr. James Anderson^ 
who, with the approbation of general Howe, has been ap- 
pointed by the commanding officers of the di£Ebrent regiinents 
at Boston to prooure here, and convey to Ainerica, sundry 
stores of necessaries for the use of the said raiments ; and 
4Btating, that as it appears by a letter to his lorddiip from 
lieutenant general Harvey, that there can be no doubt of Mr. 
Anderson's having proper authority to provide these stores, 
and that they are intended solely for the use of the King's 
troops, he desires my lords will take into consideration, whe- 
^bsa it may not be necessary £0 give immediate orders that the 
HioeiMf he had obtained may be returned to him. 

RoMi Jir. Anderson's memorial, wherein lie oficrs to be 
'bound-ii Wxj sum to deliver the whole of the stores to the 
order of general Hovre, or the commander in chief of the 
forces. 

Read general Harvey's letter to lord George Germaine; 
Write to Mr. Jackson, acquainting him, tor the informa- 
t|ion of the lords of the admiralty, that my lords are of opi- 
nion, that under the particular circumstances of this case a 
jioence may be granted for the said ship, on Mr. Anderson's 
giving the security offered in his memorial. 

Write 
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Write to Mr. Pownall, for the information of lord George 
Germaine, acquainting him with the dire<Stion which my 
lords have given. 

May 7. 
Committee on Hindon incapacitating Bill dissolved ; being 
only 26 members. 

May 8. 
Sir George Tonge said, the Shaftesbury incapacitating bill 
having been so ill attended, he should move, to put it off for 
threp months; which was agreed to. He next moved the 
new writ for Shaftesbury; Mr. Byng seconded the motion. 
The House divided: for the writ, 123J against it, 25. A 
new writ for Hindon was next moved- The House divided 
again: for the writ, 128 ; against it, 20. 

Order to go into a committee of enquiry into the licences 
granted by the Admiralty. 

Mr. Burhe moved, that the American merchants should be 
admitted during the examination of the witnesses. It was 
refused. 

Motion being made, to read the order of the day for the 
committee on the admiralty licences ; and notice being taken 
that no return had yet been made by the commissioners of 
the customs to the orders of the House of Monday last, tQ 
lay the papers therein mentioned before the House ; 

Mr. Stanley y secretary to the commissioners of the customs^ 
was called in, and examined in relation thereto, and said, 
that he was served with the said orders of the House yesterday^ 
Q^ Have you got the accounts which were order^, or any 
part of them ? 
A. No. 
Q^ Why not? 

A. The board have ordered them to be prepared, but tbenjr 
will take up much time in preparing. 

Order was read, as follows : . J^' 

Ordered, That the commissioners of his Majestyfe^stoms 
do lay before this House, copies of all entries of 4gi(>ds ;md 
merchandize outward for North America (Canada and Nova 
Scotia excepted) which have been made at the port of liOn- 
don, or any other port within Great Britain or Ireland, and 
also of any cockets or permits that may have passed for ship* 
ping of goods, in any ships taken into his Majesty's service 
bound to Nortli America, as far as such entries, cockets, or 
permits, have as yet come to'their knowledge, since passing 
the aft for prohibiting all trade and intercourse with the 

colonies 
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colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, &c. with 
the dates thereof; and also the several quantities of goods 
actually shipped from each port in Great Britain or Ireland, 
in consequence of such entries, cockets, or permits, as afore- 
said, distinguishing the species of each, by whom, and for 
whose account they were entered, when shipped, in what ship 
or vessel they have been shipped off, by whose licence or per- 
mission, and also copies of all minutes in their books, or any 
orders, notes, messages, or letters in their office, received 
from, or sent to, the lords commissioners of the treasury, or 
the lords commissioners of the admiralty, or their respective 
secretaries, or to any other person or officer of government 
whatsoever, relative to the subject of sending goods to Ame- 
rica under the restridtions imposed by the said a£t; also an 
account of any goods (distinguished as above) that may 
have been re-landed from any ship or vessel, in consequence 
of any order or alteration in the regulations that may have 
taken place for licensing the above commerce, as permitted 
by the aforesaid a6l, and the reasons for such alterations and 
re-landing, 

Q^ When can the accounts be prepared ? 

A. The colleftor outwards can tell that best ? Mr. Bates, 
his deputy, is here. 

Q^ Does not some part of the order fall under your de- 
partment ? 

A. Yes ; the letters and reports can be furnished by the 
board. 

Q^ How long would it take to prepare those? 

A. Four or Kvq days. 

Q^ Would they take four days? 

A. There are a vast number ; many must be sent for from 
the out-ports; those that relate to London might be ready 
in four or five days. 

Q. Have you read the order? 

AT Yes. 
. Q^ Do you understand by it that it is necessary to send to 
the out-ports? 

A. Yes. 

(^ Have you read these words of the order (as far as 
comes to their knowledge) ? 

A. If the House would know all, they must wait for what 
comes from the out-ports. We cannot suppose the House 
wants a particular account. 

Q^Does 
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Q. Does not the ordcf require only what is come to their 

knowledge? 

A. Yes; but when this House oalls for such an account, 
vre do not understand they can mean only the port of London, 

but also the out-ports. / 

Order read. ^ 

The words of limitation In the order (so far as cotnes to their 
knowledge) relates only to the first part of the order, and 
these may be prepared in two or three days. . Withdrew. 

'Mr. Burke said, it had been always customary to bring ac*^ 
counts before the House, as far as they could be made up, an4 
accompany them with reasons . why the order could not ht 
fully complied with; in which caie,'the House judged whether, 
the reasons were satisfadlory; but to produce a few partial ac-^ 
counts of no moment, and hold all those back which were of 
consequence, wais a condudl as insolent and contemptible, as 
it was unprecedented. 

Lord North spoke relative, to the fate of a similar enquiry in 
the other House. He said, after the matter had been taken 
up with great parade, aCnd papers called for, it wtis dropped, 
because the noble Lord who moved it, found, on being better 
informed, that both the treasury and admiralty boards had 
adled perfe<St:ly righf. Now the same question, stale as it is, is 
brought down here, and as in the other House he was wdl 
satisfied, and foresaw it would end in nothing, it would meet 
with the same fate here. 

Mr. RIgby said, the matter was set on foot purposely to tease 
and embarrass administration, and would, as in the other 
House, vanish in smoke. 

Honourable T. Luttrell said, he^had no doubt of the gentle- 
man's zeal in the good cause in which he was embarked. It 
was his business, and that of his friends, to smother this ini^ 
quitous traffic, and not suffer it to cause either fire or smoke. 
But for his part, he hoped it would be probed to the bottom. 
That monopolies were always hateful and oppressive, and still 
more so, when exercised under the colour of law. That the 
present was of the darkest and worst complexion, and the enor-* 
mity of it still heightened, by being employed to the basest 
and most corrupt purposes. That he understood the licenses 
were granted to obscure, mean persons, not known to trade 
to America, and probably, should the matter be properly sift- 
ed, it would be discovered, th'at those pretended merchants, 
though the enquiry might end in nothing, were not thus fa* 
Voured for nothing. 

Vol. in. Y The 
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The House resolved itself into x committee, to enquire into 
the use which the commissioners of the admiralty have mada 
of the power to. grant licences to ships and vessels, given ttiem 
by the aft to prohibit all trade and intercourse with ceitain ; 
colonies therein mentioned. 

Mr. Pulteney in the chair. 

Papers referred; read. 

Prohibitory a£t; read. 

Mr, StofiUyy secretary of the customs. 

Q. Whether the first licences granted by the admiralty 
were ever under the consideration of the commissioners erf" this 
customs? 

A. The board of customs said they had nothing to do with. 
them, but to receive the licences when brought. 

Q. How came they tosay so? 

A. Because they were asked touching the form of the 11-^ 
cences, and they said it must be settled by the admiralty* 
board. 

Q. By whom were they asked? 

A. I believe some of the merchants asked. The board 
said, they had nothing to do with it in an official way; i( 
came before the board from the cblleftor outw^ds. He adceds 
what he should do with respeA to the licences ? The board 
said, they were to be settled by the admiralty. 

Q. When the colleftor applied to the commissionersj did 
he state any doubts as to the legality of the licences ? 

A. No; not that I remember. 

Q. Were th^ licences produced to the commissioners by the 
colleftor outwards when he applied for information? 

A. No; the commissioners never saw the licences. 

Q. Did the matter never come under the consideration of 
the board in any other shape ? 

A. No; except that there was a letter wrote by Mr. Jack- 
son from the admiralty, desiring the licences to be sent back* 

Q. What wasthepurp(wt of that letter? 

A. That they were too general; therefore it was desired 
that they might be sent back. 

Q. Did the commissioners of the customs take any opiniott 
as to the legality of those licQices? 

A. No. 
. Q. Did the conunissioners of the customs receive any or» 
ders from the treasury, respe£iing any drawbacks to be allowed 
on any goods exported under these licences ? 

A. There 
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A:./niere was <me warrant to t^ frui'potfQ?. ic<ivttTo.a(Bow 
tt'drswback on tome tobaqco«. , . . , . .. * 

Q. Had no aj^lkation be<en madlA-bf^J^ rto tbe. oomnttt» 
nooers with respcft to a dttwrback^ ; . 

A* No» I ■ ■ ' '. t ■ ; 

-Q. Not from the merchantjs? 

A. No. 1 ■ • 

Q- Was there no official appliostimi micle to t]be board?. 

A. The deputy coUeftor oiULwards sUfide an aipi^eation^his 
^me is^ BaC»« 

Q. Was there not some doubts at the cu^jtodOHhoiuie with 
iregardto admitting: the eatr^ o£ sDmegoc^tndiUitedia'the 
licences as warranted bf the a&of Parlia9)fsiiti 

A. I do not know that there was. 

Q. Does he not know that there was 9^h a doubt ? 

. A. That question the ccdk<5tor outwards will answet^ better. 
I can't say. The manner of proceeding ia this : If any doubCf 
arise, they are always delivered in Writii^g to the commiiii 
fiioners, and must have been referred to the solicitor of the 
customs. The colledtor outwards-would have put it in writing 
and delivered it to the solicitor} and he would hftve made hii 
report to the board. 

Q. Was there no such writing? 

A. I don't know that there was. 

Q. In what ship was the tobacco? 

A. I can't say. 

Q^ Were there not some doubts about that tobacco ? 

A. There might be-, I can't $ay j it does not con^ officially 
before me. 

Q. Is it usual for the treasury to send orders to the com« 
missioners about matters not sent to them by the treasury ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you the order respecting the tobacco about you ? 

A. No. 

Q. What was the contentsrof thatord^, and the occasion 
of it? 

A. I think it was an order for allowing a drawback on the 
tobacco. 

Q. Was that tobacco part of the cargo of the subscription 
ship ? 

A. I can't say, I am not the proper officer? 

Q. Does he know whether this order was the only one (o/r 
allowing a drawback? 

A. I believe it is the only one; Iknow of no mhers. 

Ya Q.W^iiethar 



w:?i^ - WlWtllirrffeelie v* aiiy entries^ of goods artd fliirclian- 
dize outwards to North America, Canada, and Nov^ Scot lat 
^3bcept^y^#h^t)ba^be6hiBade at the port of London^ orixij 
other port within Great Britain 'or Ireland, 6r any *cqcke<ij'<)if 
permits passed for shipping of goods into any ships taken^jnto 
his Majesty's service, bound to* North- America, since passing 
the prohibitory aft^ which have come to the knowledge of the 
coiiUrti68ibn«fec4f4he4:iiW()4m?:-' -^- --* ■ - ' - ^' : ; V 

• Q. Have any such entries, cockets, or perrhits>* dome t6 

s^VU'.We fctldw licences have been grapted-,' and gdods mtfsf 
have been ship{5od-i» consequences ©ftlieAi." ** • ■' -~ - ' -^- -• 

Q. Do you know of any such entries riiade ? ' ' 

A. I b^ievt thefch^ve, but I dori'tknow it. 
,:*Q;: "Whether the commissioners of the customs know any 
lliJftg of aiiy ehtrie^ from the port* of ' London, excej»t from 
thereport of the proper officers? « , 

tviA*. Nov "We-kitow nothing except from the' report of the 
Jjfiiceri. • If any 'particular- ' account ' is catted for • by this 
Keu^-wh€p4heM^er comes it is sent to the proper offiicer 
in the port of London; and letters are also i^ritten to the rji 
out-ports to send up returns agfceaible to the order of the 
House. -» 1 ^ . 

Q. Have any such returns b^en received at the custom- 
house from the port of London, or elsewhere? 

A. t^o; there have been no orders for them. 
.; (^. H^ ve any been received ? - ' ^ 

A. No 5 not to my knowledge. 

* Q. Are thtre any minutes. in the" custom-house books, re- 
lative to sending goods to Ameriqay since the prohibitory aft? 

- A. It is impossible for me to say: not that 1 know of. 

Q« .When was the letter of Mr. -Robinson, dated 15th 
March, received at the custom-house ? 

-A. Theiriext day 1 suppose;- it' will^ppcar in the minutes 
of the custom-house. 

* Kh BtlpfJoW the letter was wrote on a Frid?,y? 
A. Then it appears on the Saturday's minutes. • 

^•Q» Has- «tiy 'thing becri-done at tlie custom-house in con- 
sequence of the order of this House of Monday last ? 

A. On the m*nut€9 of yesterday there was an order to pre- 
fMMre the account, ind- letters ordered' to bfe sent to the cut- 
ports for the same purpose. * 

vYithdreiir, -- --. ■ , \. . . .-.. 



■A. 17^. y ¥-p W T i y^ , .% 

Mr. William £atej, 3eputy^ coUcftoi: outwards of the peat 
of London., . , . ' \ \, , > \ 

Q. In the course of office' at; the custbmThoiise vr^c t^^e li- 
cences first brought to ygu ? ' . . 

A. Yes. , ^ . .-; ' . ,; [7 

Q. Ori seeing those licences did you make any pbjcjfltions ip 
the^l.^ .. ' 

A. Mir: Greenwood first brought licences to me, and I told 
him it was necessary to apply to the comniissioners for in- 
structions. Mr. Greenwood was* ageiit to thC; person who had 
the licences. 

Q. Did you apply to the cpmmissioner>i 

A. Yes.. 

Q. What was the consequence? 

A. The commissioners said, that they should not trbuWe 
themselves with it, as the proceedings Were pointed out Jbjy 
law. , " 

Q. Had' you found aiiy objeftion to them in point of law? 

A« No^ but I thought it was necessary to have dire^ons 
firom the board, \ 

Q. Did you think the licences were agreeable to law? 

A. We did apprehend they were. 

Q. Did you make any objcftions to any licence in parti« 
cular? 

A. One entry was presented by Mr. Watlington, which I 
thought did not agree with the licence, and therefore I re- 
fused it. 

Q. State the circumstances of that entry. '^ 

A. The goods mentioned in the entry did not seem to cor- 
respond with the schedule annexed to tl^e licence: there wa$ 
a good deal of difference between them, and I think he took 
back the schedule, and got it amended. 

Q. Where did he get it amended? 

A. I imagine at the admiralty. 

Q. Upon what article of merchandize did this difference 
happen? 

A. I don't recolleft. 

Q. Does he recoUeft any thing about a parcel of teas ? 

A. There was an entry of tea to be shipped on board the 
Jameson and Peggy. The licence expressed tea and grocery, 
of the value of^iooo; the tea alone was of more lvalue, 
therefore I refused it. 

Q. What was the value of the tea? 

Y 3 A. I 
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; A. rl ean*t sny precisdy, but more than ^looo. 1 bdxcve 
.^IfeWccn two and tlurce thousand pounds. 
^.. Q. To wh^it amount F5W'the liccnce^apicndcd? 
''" A. Of tea to the value of ;^40oo. rbclicve I mistook; 4t 
was the P^as, not the Jameson and Peggy. There was about 
/3000 worth of tea shipped on board: it was the Pallas» and 
^y licence from tte admu^lty. 

Q. Did you ever see apy lawyer's opmion on thb sobjeft ? 
" A. Ko. 

Q. Do you recoBeft when the licences were stopped? 

A. The 19th of March: the commissioners minute is qf 
that date, 

Q. How many licences did you objeft to? 

A. Those two, and another of Mr. Anthony MaTy> with 
ycspeft to some greens, herbage being omitted in the Kccncc. 

, Q. Has he read the clause in the prohibitory ifl, limiting 
the articles to be exported? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Js^brdadcloth comprized in that clause? 

A. I di^ hot think so; but I thou^t we ought to take the 
entries .?iccQi:ding to the licences. My brother officers ajgia^ 
with me' In that opinion, that we were obliged to pass entries 
according to the licenecs| we thowght we h»d no power to re* 
fuse such entries. , 

. Q. W^ it your opinion ? 
"'7i. It was, and. of all the oflSccrs that I consulted.* 
* Q. "Was it the opinion of the officers that cloth, lina^ and 
haberdashery, not sent for the use of his Mary's troops, 
could be licenced? 

'" A. We understood the commissioner^ of the admiralty were 
hetter judges than we were on that subjeft. 

Q. Do vou know of any reference to the treasury ? 

A. No. 

Q. Was there not a note at the bottom of the licences, thzt 
|f other -goods than thos.e mentioned in the licences, and pro*. 
visions for the ship's use, were found on board, the ship zoi 
pargo was to be forfeited? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did not this create a doubt ? 

A. We have no power of seizing; that's the loisincss of 
r>tli«r cheers, the shipping officers and searchers. 
^Withdrew, 

Mr. y a fries Hume, deputy comptroller of the customs. 

Q- Did 
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Q. Did he refuse to pass entriei for Mr. Merry iirMltt*ch 
last, in consequence of a licence jErom the admiralty^ 

A. I don't remember particularly for Mr. Merry. 

Q. For any other person? 

A. We renised to pass entries when they did not correspond 
with the licence. 

Q. When any licence were presented, did any obje^onfc 
occur to you or any of the other officers ? 

A. None to the licences. 

Q. Were they referred to the commissioners ? 

A. Yes 'y they said the law must be our diredi<m. 

Q. Why did you ^pply to them? 

A. Because it was a new businessj and we wanted their au^ 
thority. . 

Q. Did you conceive the lords of the admiralty could U» 
cence any other goods except stores and provisions? 

A. Our ideas of stores were what was specified in the li- 
cence of the admiralty. > 

Q. Do you think broadcloth and haberdashery goods are, 
£tores? 

A. We understood it in the licences as stores. Stores we 
take to be any species of goods. 

Q. Do you consider aU the articles for the American trade 
were comprized under the word stores?. 

A. I was not authorized to determine what was stores. 

Q. If you had bad authority, what should you have de- 
cided? 

A. Not being used to trade, I can't say. 

Q. Did you think you had no power to objeft to any ar- 
ticle found in the licences? 

A. No. 

Q. Of any kind? 

A. No. 

Q. Are playing-cards stores and provisions ? 

A. If mentioned in the licence, I should have admitted 
them. 

Q. Were there no objedions made to any entries mentiom 
ed in the schedule to any licence ? 

A. The first entry firom the committee appointed for send- 
ing goods for tbe relief of the soldiers, in which there was no 
difficulty but about the brawback on the tobacco. 

Q. Was any otjeftioo made to the entry oi the goods on 
board the Pallas ? 

Y 4 A. Some 
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A. Some goods entered for that ship which were wanting 
in the schedule, and before the licence was taken back and al- 
tered. 

Q. Were any goods objefted to in the Jameson and Peggy? 
A. I don't recollect there was. ■ . 

Ak Were any obje£Hons made to goods offered to be entered 
by Mr. Mqry.^ 

A. I don't recoUeft. * • 

Q. Does hie recoUeft the licepce granted to the ship City of 
London? 

A. Not of that particular ship. 

B. Did you require that the particular quantity of goods 
should be specified in the licence ? 

A. It was generally specified, 

Q. Did you pass any entry where the quantities were not 
specified. * 

A. We did in 3uch articles as haberdashery, and where the 
quantities could not be ascertained. 

Q. Were there not some schedules in which the quantities 
were not specified ? 

A. Not that passed, I think, to the best of my recollection. 
[Schedule of the licence of the ship City of London, cth Feb, 
svas then read.] 

Did you pass any entry under such a licence? 

A. I dorft recolledt 
• Q. Informed as you now are, would you pass an entry on 
such a licence as that ? 

A. I apprehend I should not. 

Q. Did you ever send back a licence for an &g. put at the 
end of an article? 

A. Some such \fere tendered, but whether they passed or 
no I can't say. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the assortment of goods for the 
American tnartet? 

A. Yes, I believe I am. 

Q. Whether the articles mentioned in those schedules arc 
not' the usual assortment of goods for the American market ? 

A. I apprehend they are. 
~ Withdrew. 

Mr. Anthony Merry called for. Committee informed that 
he was out of town when the order for his attendance W4s 
left at his house, but that his clerk, Mr'. Henry Mathison, at- 
jendcd. ... ;>*ii . t • 

Q. Where 
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'. Mr. Henry Matihon. ■'. ; v!V/ . 

: Q. Where IS Mr. Merry i. r ' ; 

A. At Milford. . .. ::•..-... 

Q. When is heexpeftedintown? / .: . ;^:. 
-.A. It is uncertain: he has been gone a fortnight to*clay. .: ? 

Q. Do you know of the different cargoes of goods which 
Mr. Merry sent to North America? 

A. Yes. -' ■ . 

Q. On whose account were they purchased? 

A. On Mr. Merry's account. 

Q. What are the names of the ships ? 

A. Princess lloyal, Lord Rochfbrd^ Le Siyye Plabterj, Men- 
tor, Resolution. , • ' 
. Q. Are they gone to Boston? • 

A. They were intended for Boston. i ' - 

Q. Has Mr. Merry ever dealt in the North AmcriGan trade 
jbefore.^- c : • . • • 

He has occasionally; but that was not the general track of 
his business. y.izn .-. : 

Q. When did he begin ? r •' 

A. I can't i:ccolle<^. .' , . . " • 
> Q* Were any of the goods rshipped on the account of go-- 
vernment? •: 

A. Noneofthem. 

Q. What paper is that you have in your hand? . 

A. Bills of lading of Mr. Merry's ships. _ ' 

Q. What do they contain? 

A. Tobacco, French and Portugal winesy.sallstd Oil, an- 
chovies^ raisins^ cheese, portable soup, and sundry diied pro-* 
visions. .'..*. 

Q. Is this the cargo of all the ships ? . .:. • 

A. They all consist of the same article?. * . 

Q. Are there any live cattle aboard? ." ■ 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Is the same kind of cargo in each ship? ' 

A, Yes. 

Q. Have they full cargo of those goods? •.-•.-.. 

A. They are not fully laden: not one-third. . ;. ■ 

Q. Are there any ^ve cattle on board? 

A. I believe none. 

Q. Where are the ships? : - . i 

A. At Milford. » . ' v .1.;. : 

Q. Are they taking in live cattle there? - *■. i 

A. I have had no advices of it. • :- .v? - * ■ 

Q. When 
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Q^ When were they cleared out from London ? 

A- I don't cxaftly remember; I bdieve about t mbhth 
since. I heard of their arrival at Milford Haven about ten 
days ago; they are bound to Boston; at kast they were in- 
tended to go there. 

Q^ Only to Boston? 

A. I don't know; I understood so. 

Q^ What quantity of tea is there on board? 

A. No tea. 

<^ Was none in the licence? 

A. I don't know; but there was none shipped^ 

(^ Had Mr. Merry any ship stopped in the port of Lcmdon? 

A. The Mentor was stopped^ and some goods relaftdedl 

Qi, Were not some things shipped by Mr. Sxnith for Mr. 
Merry for Boston? 

A* I don't recolleA the name of Smith. 

Q^ What became of the part that was not relanded? 

At It remained in the vessd. 

Qj^ What became of the vessel? 

A. I can't say. . 

Q^ Who ordered the relanding of the goods? 

A* I believe the commisaioness of the nisinnnsj but I did 
not know on what account. 

Q;^ What was done with the goods that were rehnded? 

A. They .were Tetnmed to Uie different tradesmen who 
shipped them. 

(^ Has Mr. Merry sent any ships to Magadore? 

A. Hdhasnot. 

Q^ Where had Mr. Merry the licences for the ships nOw at 
Milford Haven? 

A. I can't say. 

Q^ Do you remember the application to the admiralty for 
those licences? • 

, A. I don't remember the exaft time; for I don't live con- 
stantly with Mr. Merry, only occasionally. 

Q. Was the application for the service of his Majesty, or 
onlylbr a trading licence? 

A. I don't know Mr. Merry's intentions. 

Qj^ Who applied for the Hcenccs? 

A. Mr. Meiry himself. 

(^Did the tradesmen, of whom the goods were bought, 
take them back again when they were relanded? 

A. Tes; but I don't know on what conditions they were 
taken back? 
. : '' (^Wcre 
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Q. Were those ships msured to Bost(»i ? 

A. Yes. :' 

Q. Were aay o£ them insured to Halifax? 

A. No, not one. .. x 

Q^ Was he employed by Mr, Merry in chartering those 
jdiips ? > 

A. No. n 

Q^ Are they all chartered by Mr. Merry ? 

A, I believe they are. I don't kiiow whether they arf m 
the service of government or not. I have seen the invoices 
of three or fbtir of the ships^ but I have not read theni) ^nd 
cannot speak as to the tenor of thein. 

^. Did you see the order £rom the commissicMionp of >the 
customs for relanding those goods that were rdanded ? . 

A. No, I did not; but I understood that to be the case. 

Q. Were those goods carried to the custom-house wheo 
relanSed? 

A. Yes; they were relanded at the custom-house quays 
to the amount of 5000I. The goods were relanded from 
only two of the ships, the Mentor, and the Le Soye Fiante^^ 
m)d from no other. 

Q, Do you recoUeft whether Mr. Merry had any dijSU 
culty in procuring the cargoes of the ships ? 

A. I was not with him when he began procuring the car-* 
goes. I don't know that he had any difficulty in prociking 
them. I never heard so from Mr. Merry. 

Q^ Do you not know that Mr. Merry is absent with a 
view of not attending here, or at the House of Lords, to he 
examined? 

A. I believe he did not absent himself with that view. 
He went direftly to Millford Haven. I heard from him 
about four days after he left London, and I heard from him 
again yesterday ; he does not mention when he is to return. 
I don't think he absented himself to avoid being examined| 
but merely on account of his business at Miiford ^aven. 

Q. In what trade has he usually been employed ? 

A. He has been occasionally employed in the American 
trade, but principally in the Straits trade. 

Q. Was Mr. Merry understood to be an American trader ? 

A. No. 

Q. What parts has he traded to before ? 

A. He traded to Halifax about eight or nine years ago. 

Qt .What trade has he been in since you knew him r 

A. I 
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A. I believe in the wine , trade, and has done business on 
commission. 

Q^ To what amount has he traded, before he was con- 
cerned in these ships ? 
A. I tlon't know. 

Q. Do you not understand that Mr. Merry is to ship the 
cargoes from Milford Haven, and is there on that business ? 
A. Yes, I do, > . * 
Q. What cargo is he to ship from Milford? 
"A. Live cattle. 
^ Q. Ate any live cattle to be shipped on boaird those vessels.^ 
\ A» I believe there are. 

' Q» What is said about live cattle in any letter you have 
Tcceived-from him ? 

A. He has said they turn out finer than he expefted ; all 
-sorts, o^en, sheep, and hogs. 

Q^ Are those bills of lading signed by the captains ? 
A. Yes. 
* Q. Is it usual to sign bills of lading before the cargoes arc 
<completed ? 

A. These goods being taken in at London, it is usual for 
•Ac captains to sign the bills of lading before they leave the 
river. 

Q. Have you any of the bills of lading ? 
■ "A'.Yes. 

Q. Read one of them? n 

Shipped on board the ship Le Soye Planter. 
25 casks cut tobacco 25 barrels of anchovies 

9 half hogsheads of red port 24 casks of Lexia raisins 

wine 42 baskets of cheese 

8 ditto mountain wine 30 boxes of lemons 

8 chests of claret i case of flour of mustard 

6 jars of oil i case of portable soup 

40 half chests of oil 

On board the ship Mentor. 
10 half hogsheads of port wine 28 casks of Lexia raisins - 
'**8 chests of claret 40 baskets of cheese 

^ 6 jars of sallad oil 20 boxes of lemons 

4 half chests of ditto i case of flour of mustard 

25 barrels of anchovies i case portable soup 

On board the ship Lord Rochford. 
ID casks of cut tobacco * 6 jars of sallad oil 

10 half hogsheads of JJsbon 6 half chests of ditto 
p^itto port wine 25 barrels of anchovies 

26 casks 
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26 casks o^ raisms i^ casks and case& of dried 

^'boxesrbfkmorii provisions 

• 40 baskets of cheese ^' > 

On board *the ship Princess Royal. . ?'t j 

10 casks of cut tobacco 20 half chests of ditto ^ 

8 half hogsheads of mouri- 15 casks of Lexia raisins • 

tine wine 25 barrels of anchovies > 

6 jars of saliad oft . 4^ baskets of cheese • 

On board the Resolution. - ^ ^ 

20 casks of cut tobacco 63 cksks of rdisins 

12 chests of claret . 4b. bqid^ of lemons^ •« 

9 half hogsheads of Lisbon 44 baskets of cheese '^ ' 

wine 9 casks of hams • •' 

10 ditto red port wine 6 cases of flcftir off mustard 

8 casks oiF sherry 144 small cases of pickles 

6 jarsbfsallad oil i cask of catchup 

44 half chests of ditto 9 cases of portable soup 

43 barrels of anchovies ' 

Q. To whom were those cargoes consigned at Boston ? 

A. They are consigned to order. 

Q. To whose order ? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Was any tea sent ? • • 

A. No. 

Q. Was any grocery sent ? 

A. No. . ' . . ^ - 

Q. Were any drugs sent ? 

A. No. - 

Q. What was. the amount pf the cargo that was shipped, 
and afterwards relanded? 

A. About j^5ooo. . . - 

Q^ What's the value of the goods sent ? 

A. About ;^3ooo or ;f 3200, all the five cargoes. 

Q^ Do you know of any contra£l-agreement, or order, by 
which these five ships are to be under the order of General 
Howe? 

• A. I don't know there is. Mr. Merry is to give the 'cap- 
tains their instru£lions at Milford Haven. •'^-^ 

Q^ Has Mr. Merry any c6ntra<5l with government }\ 

A. The cattle that are to be shipped are on govertim«i|: 
account. - 

Q. Are no ships, on Mr. Merry's account, gone, to Ma- 
gadore.? - 

A. Not that I know of. 
' Withdrew. Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Wotdrid^t (a merchant in London). 

Q. He is desired to acquaint the committer wbetho* lie 
cvCTKad any conversation with Mr. Hurd respecting the K* 
cences granted by the admiralty since the prohibitory aA ? 

A. Yes. 

Pl«9fie to relate the pcuticulars and cifbimstances of thaf 
conversaliion. 

And the question being objeAed to^ the witness was* di- 
refted to withdraw. 

Mi*. Jphn Whithck (a haberdash^). 

Q. Did Mr. Merry apply to you for goods &tr the AmeHi' 
can market ? 

A. Yes. 

Qv^ What species of goods ? 

A. Haberdashery wares; ribbands and sewing silks; 
cloaks, gaueesi and such like; a complete assortment ot hs^ 
berdasliery goods. 

Q^ To what amount was the assortraem ? 

A. He said be' wanted about £6000 worthy to be shif^d 
on board four ships. 

Qj^ Have you known Mr. Merry long ? 

A. Yes, but I never dealt with him before ; he told me 
he was to be paid by the treasury for. them. 

Q^ Did he use any means to induce you to let him have 
the goods ? 

A. He produced a letter from Sir Grey Cooper. 

Q^ Did he only produce one letter f 

A. Yes, two letters. 

Q^ Were they both produced the first time? 

A. He produced only one the first time^ 

Q^ Did that letter satisfy you ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Did you state your obje^ons ? 

A. Yes -, he brought another a few days aftarwards.; I 
was not then satisfied with the second letter. 

Q^Did you ask any person about those letters ? 

A. YcSf I did ; I went to a confidential firiend^ to enquire 
about them. 

Q^ Was your friend any body about the treasury ? Did 
you ask Mr. Brummel about it ? 

A. Yes ; he said he would infomf himself about th^affiuTy 
and acquaint me with it. 

Q. Was that the confidential fiicnd you meant ? 

aTYcs. 

C^Whtt 
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(^ Whftt aiiswer. cUd he give you ? 

A. He desired I would wait upon Sir Grey Cocqper tbft 
ziext morning ; I accordingly did. Sir Grey Cooper asked 
me what articles Ide^t inr and I told hunt. And he further 
told me, that Mr. Merry was gone to my house to counter* 
mand the order. • 

Q^ On what day was this conversation ? 

A* About two or three months ago, I believe. I am sure 
It was on a Saturday. 

(^ Do you know that Mr. Merry supplied himself with 
those kind of eoods elsewhere ? 

A. I have been informed he did; I mean with goods in 
the haberdashery way. 

Q. For what market were those goods intended ? 

A» I believe for Boston. 

Q^ Were they for the service of the troops or government f 

A. For the troops and the inhabitants. 

Q^ Have you furnished this sort of goods for the American 
market before i , 

A. Yes. 

(^Was not the assortment ordered byliirlr. Merry, the 
usual one £or the American market ? 

A. The assortment was left to me. 

Q^ Was not the order as usual for the American market ? 

A. I should have provided them in that manner if tho 
goods had been taken. 

Qj^ What doubts had you concerning. Sir Grey Gx)per'» 
letters ? Did you doubt the authenticity of them I ' , 

A. I knew the articles of haberdashery were prohibited i 

Q^ Did you doubt the authenticity of the letters ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Why did Mr. Merry produce the letters to ypu ? 

A. To get credit. 

Qj^ How long have you known Mr. Merry ? 

A. Many years by sight, but never had any dealings with 
him before. 

Qj^ What is his business ? 

A. A wine-merchant, I believe. 

(^ Was he in such credit that you would have given him 
credit to any considerable amount ? 

A. No. • 

Q^* Have you heard that he has had misfortunes ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What 



334 PARLiAMgN^A'RT A. lyTtJ.- 

Q. Wliat was the reason tlijrt die order of Mr. Merry was 
ccliinfcmamieii i* "'' ^v' ' . ": ; 

-A. rdon'^ know. - '. ■- 

- O. Whotold you it was conntiexinandcd ? 
■'A. Sir Grey Gdoper. 

Withdrew. * . 

Mr. yoffrt Withfrsy in the linen trade. 

-He knows Mr. Merry, but has not known hun many 
months. He wa^ first acquainted with him about fix wecksr 
ago. 

(X Has Mr. Merry applied to you for linen goods ? 

A. Yes: 

Q. Did he shew you any letters to induce you to give him 
credit? 

A. He said he had an order from B6ston for linen goods, 
and that he was recommended to me by a friend ; and that 
if I chose to undertake it, I might have the order. I de- 
sired to have time to consider of it, as the goods were for 
Boston. He called on me several times, and I asked hinf 
how I was to be paid for the goods ? He said I -should be 
paid to my satisfa<Elion 5 the order was for a considerable 
sum, upwards of ^^3 000. I did not choose to proceed with-' 
out further enquiry. In the course of my enquiry, at se- 
veral different times, he told me it was an order to him for 
the troops at Boston, that the goods were to be paid for by 
the treasury, and that for himself he should charge only a 
commission on them. This information was full satisfaction 
for me to trust Mr. Merry with the goods to the extent of 
the order ; for I had no doubt but that Mr. Merry would 
pay me, and others, when he received the money from the 
treasury. 

Q. Who gave you to understand he was employed by the 
treusury ? 

A. Mr. Merry told me so. 

Q. Was there no paper shewn to you ? 

A. He shewed me a letter of Sir Grey Cooper^ which 
was an additional proof of what he had said. From thence, 
and from what I said before, I believe he really had the or- 
der. Some of the goods were shipped, and then the order 
was countermanded, and those goo^ that were shipped re- 
landed, and sent backj but that was after I had refused to 
let the goods go, (understanding the adventure 's\^s on Mr. 
Merry's own accouLt)! 

Q. Did 
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' Q. Did you receive any compensation for the trouble, &c« 
of shipping and reshipping the goods ? 

A. No ; that question I asked Mr. Merry, for they were 
>ut up in parcels fit for the American trade, and for no other, 
'e said he would make all reasonable satisfaction, and I took 
the goods back on that assurance. 

Q. Bid the letter, produced by Mr. Merry, contain any 
thing to induce you to give him credit ? 

A. Yes; it strengthened the assurance given, that the 
treasury were to pay for the goods : I understood it in that 
light. 

Q. Do you recollefl: the words of the letter ? 

A. I do not. I read the letter cursorily, but understood 
from it tluit those goods were to be paid for in the same 
manner as the live cattle and the provisions. 

Q. Who informed you that they were an adventure of 
Mr. l^derry's own ? 

A. He himself; and then he gave me a day or two to 
consider whether I would let them go on this account. 

Q. When was that ? 

A. A day or two after part of the goods were shipped. 

Withdrew. 

Mr. Sampson Bowesj haberdasher. • 

He knows Mr. Merry ; has known him some years, but 
not intimately till lately. 

Q. Did he apply to you for goods for North America ? 

A. Yes, lately. 

Q. To what amount ? 

A. I believe, if the order had been executed, it would 
have amounted to four or fivethousand pounds : it consisted 
of sundry articles of haberdashery goods, silk, threads, ta^, 
buckram, sewing-silk, caps, and cardinals. I can hardly enu- 
merate the articles ; in general goods for women's wear and 
ornament, and also for men. 

Q. Did he shew you a letter to induce you to give him 
credit ? 

A. Yes. 

(^ Was it on acc!ount of this letter that you gave him 
credit ? 

A. Yes ; it was signed by Sir Grey Cooper. There were 
no goods shipped ; they were ready packed. The order wat 
countermanded the day before they were to be shipped- 
They were entered. I received an order not to go on till 
further orders, and they were then count;ermanded : Mr- 
Merry countermanded them. 

Vol- III. ' Z Q. Oa 
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Q. •On whose account did Mr. Merry «ay he bought these 
goods ? 

A* He sxid on his own account Y the invoice would have 
been made out in the name o£ Anthony Merry. 

Q Did he tell you he bought them on commission ? 

A. I understand he was to derive a commission in the 

foods from the persons for whom he shipped them^ but what 
could not tell 5 and that he had a proper authority for so 
4oing» I thought I should receive my money as soon as he 
jTeceived it from Sir Grey Cooper. 

Q. Did he say he had licences from the admiralty ? 

A. He said he had licences, but from whence I caa't ssf ; 
f understood for those goods. 

Q. Was it the usual assortment for the American market i 

A. Yes. 

Q;. Would you have given credit to Mr. Merry to titat 
amount, if you had not understood it would have been paid 
(or by the treasury ? 

A. Certainly not. 

Withdrew. 

Mr. Gi/e>F Hudscny warehouseman. 

Deals in woollen cloths; he knotvs Mr. Merry .j has knowa 
him about ten or fifteen years. 

Q. What business was he of ? 

A. A wine-merchant. 

Q. Was he an American merchant ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q^ Did Mr. Merry apply to you for woollen drapery 
goods? 

A. Yes, to the amount of ^f .2000, or nearly. 

Q. Did you believe he could pay you for diose goods en 
his own account f 

. . A. I have let him h;;ve goods to the amount of two or three 
hundred pounds, and he always paid me very honestly. 

Q. Woukl you have given credit to Mr. Merry for thi$ 
order on his own account ? 

A, No. 

Q. What inducement had you to give him credit for this 
order ? - 

A. The "Strength of his assurance, tliat the treasmy was to 
^y for them. , . 

. -Q., Did you see a leucr frorti the treasury to Mr. Merry ? 

A. Mr. Merry brought me a letter from Sir Gr^y Cooper, 

and 



and I read it; what the purport 6f it me I doD?t remember. 
I relied on it idt the safety. o£ the moHfejr^, .1. .. r: : -^ 

Withdrew. - .. :v 

Mr. Ingrahank Foster^ ironmongers* ' 

He knows Mr. .Merry, r'.^j irfp'-rrr .. . 

Q. .What business is he ? ' ^^ - ;" ^ ' • ; 

A;. A wine-merchant) and a foreign merchaad. • ' 

Q. Do you know him to be an Amoricaa mejrcfaant? : 

A. No. I know ke has traded to Newfousidlaful. ' > 

Q. Has he applied to you for goods ? - . ' . '' • > 

A..y«s. . '-•: ' - ■ " 1- ■ ■ ■• ^ 

Q. For what sorts ? 

A. The assortment was left tomei but he said tbey were 
intended for America* , . ■ 

Q. It was then for a general assortment of goods,«as usual^ 
tot America ? 

A. Yes^. 

Q. To what amomu was it ? 

A. It was unlimited. * 

Q. Did you understand it was for Mr. Merry's own ao» 
count, or that he was employed by others? 

A. I miderstood ti wa6 not on his o^nte account. 

Q- Who did you understand ww to pay for the goods ? 

A. I understood Government was to pay for them. 

Q. Did you see any letter to induce yoii to think so? 

A« I have seen a letter^ I believe it was signed by Sir 
Grey Cooper. 

Q.. Did it purport that the goods were to be paid for by 
the treasury? 

A. Yes. .. . . 

Q. Did you read the letter ? • 

A. Yes, and understood so from the letter; 

Mr. Thomas Wooldri^ge, a merchant in London. 

Q. Has he seen any copy of an entry, at the custom-hooso 
4^ goods in the name of J. Cluristib, jun/ 

Withdrew. - 

Called in again. 

Q. Have you seen an eatry, or authentic copies of ai^ en- 
try, at the Custom-House, of goods entered outwards to Ame- 
rica, in the name of J* Cluistie, jun. 

A. Isawthe originaT papers left at the custom-house by 
persons who made th9 ,ciftt^> and* I have an exaft copy of 
these papers. '\^ , 

Q. Please to deliver Inttccopy ? 

^ Z2 A I 
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... A. .1 hive.OQly qm of Mr; .Christie's* 
Iti the Adventure,. .; Hugh MunrO) per Boston. James 
G^bnstiej jun. 



17 Tons naih -.. 
30 Cwt. wrought iron 
30 Cwt. gad steel 
30 Cwt. ccrdage^ ' 

3 .Cwt^ apothecary /v.. 
3 Cwt. pewter.' : 
60 Cwt. cheese 
to Cwt. haberdashery . 
7 Tons of British refined 
fugar in loaves^ com- 
plete and whole, and 
( . of on& uniform like- 

ness throughout 
' 500 Ells British made sail- 
cloth 
1500 Shoes, and wrought 

leather . 
1 200 Pieces,quantity4opoo 
yards, linen, value 6d. 
and not . exceeding 
i8d. made of flax or 



. ao, Pieces, quantity 500 
yards, linen, value 6d. 
. and not exceeding i8d. 
> .. .made of hemp x>r flai^ 
, . • ' - ia Great Britain 
.'i-rjo. Pieces, quantity .31630 
.S^ -J yards, checked or jBtript 
linen, of the breadth of 
25 inches, or more, 
made of hemp or flax 
in Creat Britain 
120 Dozen felt hats 
82 Dozen men's worsted 
hose and caps . 
1237 lb. British made starch 
200 Small gross of tobacco 
pipes, being iicwt. 51b. 
3 Hogsheads vinegar 
1 50 Pieces British linen 
158 Doz. and 71b. tallow CAn* 
dies, quantity 1903 lb. 



hemp in Ireland 
. Certain apparel, Irish linen, worsted caps, thread hose, sta- 
tionary, turnery, tin-ware, British snuff, tobacco, mustard, 
vinegar, .pickles, starch, fig-blue, candles, tongues, corks, 
barley, and oatmeal, value 3,000!. 
By licence from the lord commissioners of the ad- 1 43 

miralty, dated 6th March, 1776. ' J. Sutton. 

It is a general assortment of goods for the American mar- 
ket, and such as the house which I am concerned in have 
often shipped^ before the trade was stopt. It is as complete 
an assortment as ever was shipped. I have books to prove this 
a complete assortment for the American market, and the 
value is about 15,000!. . 

Q. Do yoa know James' Christie^ jun.? 
. A. Yes. ^ 

O. Is he a merchant of long standing ? 

A. He is lately returned from Maryland : his property 
there was coniiscated the last sumner, and he never was a 
mercKant, or made an entry here, before. 

^. Wiis his credit considerable in Loudon ? 
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A. I desire to wave answering that question. 

Q. Have those goods been shipped attid sesit to America-? 

A. They were shipped. I believe the ship was stopped»j 
the cocket altered^ and the ship is now gone to Halirax or 
Canada. The insurance on that ship was' ^tei^ aii4 leave 
was given by the insurer to go to Halifax, and then ito fc4-/ 
low the army to any part of America. Tbdre ware two oth^T; 
ships in the same situation, that Jhad their policifS' altered' in 
the same manner ; they were altered after the 29th of March>^ 
I don't know what d^y in April. 

Q. Do you know of several other entries besides to Mr.- 
Christie? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have those goods^ shipped under those heads, been re- 
landed ? 

A. Yes. ' 

Q. And reshipped again ? 

A. I believe no goods were re-landed but Mr. Merry*s. I 
don't knqw whether Mr. Christie^s were re-landed or not ? 

Q. Is it understood in the city of London, that the trade- 
tQ Worthr An^erica has pontinue4 since the proliibitory a£t 
was passed ? ^ 

A. There have been considerable cargoes of goods exported 
since the 15th March, but all entered for Halifax or Canada. 

Q, Are these good<, that are shipped to Halifax such as 
may be supposed to be shipped for the use of that province ?' 

A- Several thousand poundfs worth more than has been 
usual. There are several of the ship^ that were cleared out 
for Boston, whose cargoes were all shipped about the 15th 
March, h^ve altered the destination of their voyage, and have 
now cleared our for Halifax and Canada, with liberty to go- 
tp any other port m America, 

Q. Does he speak now from the clearance of the ship ? 

A. I speak trom the policies of insurance, not from the 
clearancesr from the custom-house. 

Q. What ^o the merchants formerly trading to Nova 
Scotia think of these entries } 

A. The firft house in London, trading to Halifax, are 
Watson and Rashlcigh. I knqw that they have represented 
the Matter to Mr. Robinson, complaining of the alteration 
in the entry of. the ships, saying, they had shipped on board 
goods to the amount of 30,000/, or near that sum, which 
they would not have done, if they had thought it possible the 
ships cleared out for Boston would have gone to Halif?^x. 

Z3 Q-Has 
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Q. Has he not heard, or docs he not believe, that Aat 
memorial was not referred, to the commissioners of flic 
castoms? • ' * ' 

-hA; r believe it was? 

- Q. What efieft had it on the former American merchantSj 
when they heard of the allowing goods to go out on licenced 
srftcr the prohibitory aft ? 

A; I. can answer that question only as it affefts myself. It 
QCWirrAi to mje that ^htse goads would be sold to those per- 
sons who owed money to me for' former goods, and would pay 
for those goods witili- that tnoney that they ought to have piid 
tome. 

Q. Did other merchants complain of that provision ? 

A. Yes 5 several.' 

Q. Did ever you hear Mr. Payne complain of it ? 

A. Yes •, repeatedly. 

O. Mr. Petrie ? 

A.Yes. 

Q. "W'ere they considerable American traders, the persoi^ 
that had the licences? 

A, I heard of none, except Mr. T. Wilkinson, Mr. Har- 
rison, and Mr. Annesley. ; 

Q. Have they any confteftion with government ? 

A. I can*t say. 

Q. Does he know of any American merchant who applied 
to the admiralty for licences, and were refused ? 

A. I believe no American merchant would apply for a Ii- 
cwice to export goods contrary to law. 

Q. Question repeated, as to his knowledge ? 

A. I don't kfiow of any American merchant that has ap- 
plied for a licence* 

Q. If he thought he could legally have a licence to trade to 
America, would he not apply for it ? ' 

A- 1 would certainly apply for a licence to trade to America 
if the ports were open. 

Q. W ere those goods that are contained in the entries in- 
cluded in the cockets ? 

A. I have never seen the cockets. 

Q. Is it not customary to make a guess entry of goods in 
cases of free entries ? - 

A. The merchants vary in their mode of entries. When the 
trade to America is open, the way is to make entries, to 
cover every thing, and enter in the cocket the true quantity 
shipped. 

Q. Is 
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: Q. Is it not usual, in like xnatters, to put a. value without 
regard to the real quantities ? 

- A. At the foot of an entry, where no quantity is expressed, 
it is. 

Q, When were the cockets altered that are now to go tQ 
Halifax or Canada ? 

At I don't know; it might, I believe, have b^eu after ib4. 
19th March, and before the 2d of April. 

Q. Does he^now, when the traue was open, what quan- 
tity of goods were exported to the province of the Massachu-^ 
set's Bay, on a rough estimate, from the lat to the 15 th of 
March in any year f 

A. There are two seasons in the year in which goods arc 
shipped to the American provinces, called the summer and. 
winter assortments. The spring ^assortments to Massachu-' 
set's Bay alone amount to ;^ i ^0,000, 

Q. Does he think, under the licences, ^ much has been 
shipped as was usual for the spring jissortipent to Massachu-* 
set's Bay ? 

A. I believe, from the different ports of Great Britain, 
more goods have been shipped under these licences than ever- 
were shipped in any one year to Massachuset's Bay. 

Q. I)oe« be know that any ships have sailed from. Gr^at 
Britain to America under Ucences, except th^ Renown anci 
fhe City of London, loaded with any thing but provisions ? 

A. There are certain ships, I believe, have taken in car-*, 
goes under licencesi which were afterwards stopped, and have 
altered the destination of their . voyage. Those ships have 
all the same cargo on board, except thojse of Mr. Merry^ 
and have leayc, by the policy of insurance, to go tP any part 
in America where the King's troops shaU be. I said also, 
that those ships had cleare4 out for Halifax, and had liberty 
by the policies of insurance, to go to Boston, or any other port" 
where the army should be. 

Q. Whether any cargoes, except provisions, h^ve anally 
gone out, by virtue of licences, in more than two ships? 

A, I know of three other ships that have Ucences : they 
have received their cargo, and cleared out, whether they are 
^topped or not I can't say, but I believe they have their goods 
still on board, and are gone to some other port, 
Q. What are the names of those ships ? 
A. The Mcntorj the J^e Soye Planter, and the Jameson 
and Peggy. 

Z4 Q. Did 
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Q. Did those ships carry out cargoes equal to the amount 
of the whole yearly exportarion to the Massachusset's Bay? 

A. No; the different ships which h^tve sailed from this 
and other ports, whether with or without licences, have taken 
on board about ;^200,oool. and upwards : it will be impossible 
for me to make the distinftion, whether the ships were cm- 
p&yed in the King's service or not 5 that the goods are taken 
is all I can say. 

Q. Whether the goods comprized in the schedule of the 
licences granted, were not equal in value to the whole ex- 
portation to the Massachusset's Bay for a year ? 

A, I think they amount to a great deal more. 

Q^ Can you speak as to the quantities licenced ? Have you 
seen the licences ? 

A. I have seen many of them. 

Q^ Do those which you have seen amount to that ? 

A. I believe to a great deal more. 

Q^ Have you computed them ? 

A. Yes, several. 

Qj^ Have you heard that large quantities of goods have 
been sent in the Jameson and Peggy in the King's service ? 

A. Yes. 

Qj^Is it generally thought that the transports generally 
take out a great deal of merchandize ? 

A. I believe a great quantity of goods are gone out in all 
the transports. 

Q^ Do you know it of your own knowledge ? . 

A. I have seen several large packages in warehouses in 
London, that were to be shipped on board ships bound to 
America, which I understood were in the King's service. 

Q^ Whether any incrca^ of the exportation of goods to 
America, is not an advantage to the trade of Great Britain? 

A. Certainly. 

(^Whether if any step was taken to prevent goods being 
exported to Halifax, because it would interfere with the in- 
tei-ests of those who before had a monopoly, would it not be 
considered by the merchants of England as injurious to trade? 

A;; I believe that if the goods exported to Halifax, and 
which were intended only to have gone to Boston, had been 
openly and fairly entered out for Halifax, that the merchants- 
concerned in that trade would not have risked in the present 
moment 30,000!. of their property 5 and so far am I from 
be'ieving that, the persons concerned in that trade look on it 
as a mon poly, that I have every reason to believe that the 

cargoes 
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cargoes now gone, and which were originally intended for 
that port, is looiked upon by them, and every fiiir trader, as 
the foundation of a monopoly for ^rsons not concerned in a 
fair trade. 

Qi^ Whether exporting under Admiralty licences is the 
best way to prevent a monopoly ? 

A. I think the reviersc. 

Q. Did you ever hear of a monopoly in the trade to Ha- • 
lifM? 

A; Not till these new adventurers. 

Q^ Do you think the prohibitory aft was meant to increase; 
the e3tportation of manufaftures to North America ? 

A. I can answer that as an individuaL Before the prohi- 
bitory aft was passed our house exported 70,0001. woxth/^; 
annum, since that, not 7es. worth 

Withdrew. 

Motion made and question put, that the chairman do now 
report a progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

The committee divided. 

Ayes, to the. right. Noes, to the left. 

Teller Jbr ayes^ Teller for noes, 

Mr. T. Townshend. Mrw Robinson. 

yes 3 1 5Q j^ passed in the negative. 

Mr. Edward Payne, 

Q^ Did you make any application to Lord North i^l^ive 
to licences granted by the Admiralty ? 

A. At a meeting we had of our trade, relative to our ap- 
plying to Lord North in regard to extending the time for kl« 
lowing the draw back on East-India ^oods, going out of time, 
soon, and the trade in general being loaded with a ereat ipian- 
tity of East-India goods ; on representing our situation to 
Lord North, he immediately said he saw no objeftion to it j 
in consequence of which, a bill is now depending, to get us 
that request for two years longer: after that, I had. been de- 
sired by some gentlemen in the trade, to mention to his Lord- 
ship the affair of the licences, the trade being much alarmed 
when they heard of the great quantities of goods preparing 
for exportation to America, by gentlemen not usually con- 
cerned in the trade, whilst we who had been many years in 
the trade were loaded with a great quantity of goods for 
which we could not find a market in consequence <» the pro- 
hibitory aft. I entered into several particulars relating to 
what I had heard \ Lord North replied to me, that orders 

were 
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were afready gimen to wididraw those licences.* When I xe-i 
tiim^ into the cit7> I saw sewet2l cartfloads of goods imlosic).^ 
iBg in Cheskpside. which I knew had been shipped ia cofite-^ 
quence of those licences. 

Q^Doyou remeinbeF any other particulafs of this<oiivcr- 
sation ? t ' 

A. I might mention to his Lordship the names of the per- 
sons having the licences, but that was the chief of the con* 
versation which I have before mentioned. . ' 

Q. Did that measure in general give offence to the xtfer- 
ddants concerned in the North American trade ? 

A. To be sure they thought it a hardship that such liconce^ 
^ouM be granted under that aA which we thought prohibited 
all commerce. 

Q^Did that uneasiness arise from factious motives ?^ 

A. Not on my own part, or on the part of those trith 
urtiom I am concerned, but merely from>the apprehension of 
the consequences. 

Q^ Did Lord North make any excuse or apolc^, or shew 
any reason why those- licences had been granted ? 

A. Lord North read the aft of Parliament when I was 
with him, which he took out of my hand; he thought the 
affair had gone too far. * 

Qj^ Was there any conversation about • naUs being ex- 
orted.^ 
f A. I believe I said iron ware could not be exported under 
he article of provisions. 

Withdrew. 

Motion made and question put,- that the chairman do iniqtyi^ 
jeport a progress, and ask leaVe to sit again. 

The committee divided. 

Ayes, to the right. Noes, to the left. 

Teller for the Ayes, Teller for the^ ^^Sy 

Mr. Turner. Mr. Penton. 

No^. 1 10 P^ ^^ passed in the negative. 
Lord Barrtugton (in his place.) 
Q. How came the Jameson and Peggy to be taken up iniiiiK 
Majesty's service ? 

A. 1 had wrote to General Howe in several letters, to let 
me know what things ivere necessary for the army 5 General 
Howe ■acqnaiiited. me he had accordingly sent over Mr. An- 
derson from Boston, who was to take care of necessaries which 
were to be provided for the army, and to carry them bacl; 

with 
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with him. He sent me a paper of the names of all the regi- 
ments, and against those names were placed the persons vho 
were to provide those necessaries, some to be provided by the , 
agents, and others hj Mr. Anderson : but I understood An- 
derson was to take care of the whole, and to cany back the 
necessaries to Boston, whether provided by himself or by the 
agents. I don't know but that there were other regiments to 
be provided by other people. Anderson applied for. a ship to 
carry the necessaries to Boston, I wrote to Lord George Ger- 
main for a transport for that purpose ; a transport was ordered 
accordingly, which was the Jameson and Peggy, 
Q. Who hired her? 
A. I don't know. 

Q. For what purpose could sheeting and mercery be 
bought for the regiments ? 

A. Tht necessaries are not sheeting, but shirts, shoes, stoclo 
ings, &c. furnished by the colonels and by the men's stop- 
pages. The year before, General Gage sent over one Cof- 
fin for the same purpose 5 the bargain was, that CoflSbi should 
bring them out and sell them at prime cost. I suppose Gene- 
ral Howe made the same bargain with Anderson. 
Q. Did Coffin comply with his engagement ? 
A. I never heard his engagements were not performed- 
If it was not for something of this kind the men could not 
have had necessaries at all, or at an enormous price. I can't 
tell what niimber of recruits went in that ship. I know no- 
thing more of the transaftion than what I have now men- 
tioned. I don't know the amount of the cargo 5 Anderson 
carried the invoice to the Admiralty. 

Q. Does Lord Barrington think 6000L worth of tea a ne- 
cessary article for the ari6y ? 
A. Not one ounce. 

Q. Does Lord Barrington think callicoes and merceries to 
the amount of 2, cool, can be considered as stores and neces- 
saries for soldiers? 
A. Certainly not. 

Q. Is not 83O00I. worth of linen too great proportion for 
the troops at Boston ? 

A. 1 have made no calculation. 

Q. Was any bond taken from Mr. Anderson to deliver 
those goods to the commanding officer ? 

A. Not to me -, whether he gave such a bond to any other 
person, I can't tell. 

Q. Have 
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' Q. Have you read the specification of the licence pf the 
Jameson and Peggy ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did General Howe specify the articles necessary ? 

A. There were no articles specified. 

Q. Did General Howe give a large and general commis- 
sion for an assortment of American goods without specifying 
any? 

A. AU that business passed between General ilowe an4 
Mr. Anderson, I only saw the paper I have mentioned^ In 
which were two columns, in one of which was mentioned 
camp equipage for the officers ;' and in the other, necessaries 
for the men ; every thing with respeft to the quantities 'Was 
settled between General Howe and Mr. Anderson, and so the 
year before by General Gage imdoubtedly ; a great deal of 
those articles could not be deemed camp equipage for the of- 
ficers^ or necessaries for the men, and I certainly applied for a 
ship to carry necessaries, and nothing €;lse. 

"Withdrew, 

Mr. Abd^ merchant, to prove the cargo of the ship City of 
London, 

A. I shipped the cargo of the ship City of London, by or- 
der of Mr, Charles Mackenzie, who obtained the licence. 
We bought a ship for that purpose. I was concerned in the 
ship, but not in the cargo ; the cargo wasi on account of Mr. 
Mackenzie. [Thig schedule shewn him*'] Those goods were 
shipped. I cant't say whether this is a true copy of the licence^ 
I think in the licence some of the articles were specified, 

Q. What quantity of Jipsiery, linen, and grocery was 
there ? 

A. The cargo amounted to abput i5,oc)oL the greatest 
part was provisions, low-priced linens, and coarse cloths, por- 
ter, and British spirits. 

Q. Was there a quantity of drugs i . . ^ 

A. A few drugs. 

Q. Were there twenty or thirty boxes c>f soap ? 

A. Not to my knowledge. Mr. Mackenzie shipped sope 
articles which I don't remember. 

Q. Were there 2,800 pieces of glass ? 

A. I can't say as to the quantity. 

Q. Were there 27 pieces of demi-cambric. 

A, I believe there might be some cambrics, but I can't 
speak as to the quantity. 

Q. Were there 7765 yards of linen ? 

A. I 
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.. . A.. I can't 9ay exa^y, but I believe thereabouts: there 
was but a small quantity of tea. 

Q. Was there a quantity of cards ? . 

A. There might be a very small quantity, but 1 don*t re- 
coiled any. [^A paper shewn Um, hut not delivered in at the table,'] 

Q. Do^you believe that to be an exaA account of the. 
cargo? 

A. I remember many of these articles, bbt I cant't speak to 
•{KUticulars. 

Q. Do you apprehend it to be a true account ? 

A. I can't say any such thing. 

Q. Do you believe this to be the searcher's account ? 

A. I d<m't know ; it is impossible to tarry the invoice in 
my head. 
: Withdrew. 

Mr. Richard WatUngton, 

Q. Did you ship the cargo of the ship Pallas ? 

A. Yes, on my own account. 

Q. Did you obtain the licence at the Admiralty ? 

A. I had a licence from the Admiralty. I was informed 
at the Custom-House that there was a demur about the other 
licences, and mine was sent back to the Treasury among the 
rest. 

Q. Was it stopped ? 

A. No, the ship was not topped; I could not get another 
licence, . so I made a fresh entry and cleared out for Hali- 
fax. The cargo consisted of hosiery, grocery, linens, and 
provisions ; linens to the amount of i,8ool. shirts, shifts, and 
^hoes, to the amount of 2,oool. The stores were not for the 
king, but on my own accoimt. Wrought iron, knives and 
forks, were entered under this article 501.^ gold lace, 5001.; 
silk handkerchiefs, cravats, rand ribbons, 6oO'or 70CI. ha- 
berdashery, thread, needles, and tape, about 150 or 2C0L'; 
drugs, 200I.} stationary, about looi. ; the cargo in general 
consisted of such things. 

Q. To what amount ? 

A. To f 6,oool. the whole on my own account. 

Q. Have you ever been in the American trade before l^ 

A. No. 

Q. Did you apply to the Admiralty for a licence? 

A, Yes. 

Q IKd you state those goods as stores for the King'si ser- 
vice? A. I 
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. . A. I said in my l^er for the use cf hb Mt^estfs ntvy and 
army, and they were intended as such: . >■ ... 

Q. Was you employed by the King's aervants ? . . / ,• 

A. By nobody* 

Q. How coukl yoo get the entries altei^d from Bostoii to 
Halifax? • . ' i /; 

A. According to the usual mode at the Custom-hoiw^ bjr 
applying to the cottimmcmers and sdidtor. 

Q. Have you not had a contraA with governmeiit tar tap" 
ply wine ? . 1 ; 

A. I never had a contrafl; in my life. ■ • 

Withdrew* ^ . ' 

i/fr. Hodgson being called to prove that china had' been 
sent to America, the committee was informed he was gooe 
out of town, but that Mr. Baynard Donaldson \m psatntr at- 
tended, who was called in. 

We keep a china warehouse. We have not shipped toy 
.china for Boston, but we have fer Nova Scotia, by the Joseph 
and Judith $ none to Boston for these twelve months past. 

Withdrew. 

Question put, to rqport a progress now» ask leave to pt 
again; 
. It passed in the negative. 

Motion made and question proposed, that it is the opinion 
of this committee, that several licences have. been granted by 
the commissiooiers of the Admiralty to dbips bound for Boston 
and oth^ parts of North America, since the<passing of the aA 
'^' to prohibit aU trade and intercourse with the colonics therciii 
mentioned, during the continuance of the present rebellioa 
•within the said colonies,'* \\'hich were too general, and were 
HDt warrauAted by the proviso in th^ said a^ of Pariiasnem 
f ivir^ the power to grant such licaaces, but were contrary 
thereto ; — But the question being moved and put, that the 
^chainnan do now leave the chair ; the commiitee divided* - 
Ayes, to the right. Noes, to the left. 

Teller fir Ayes^ Teller for Noesy 

Sir J. Irwine. The Lord Mayor of London.* 

Ayes 1057 so it was resolved in the affimatrrc; and the 
Noes 3 1 J committee was broke up. 

In a shoopt dd)ate ,on the inotipn, Lord North ^d nothing 
had come out that was worthy the attention of the House. 

Mr. Drnmang said, his Lordsh^ was laager to shut the door 
ugainst enquiry. But however the House might support his 

Lord- 
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Lordship in the £ivouritc scheme of war upon America, he 
hoped they would not saprifice their honour up<m the present 
business. 

Governor Joh'futme affirmed) that the whole proceedingi^ 
taken together 4 were the most flagitious and iniquitous he 
had ever heard of. Papers had been kept back under false 
pretencfeSj evidences were ordered oUt of town that they 
might not give their testimony when called upon, and, in 
short, he had no doubt the matter was tkus planned on pur- 
pose to deleat all enquiry* 

Lord Notth said, the papers could not be got ready which 
Mr. Stanley had proved j and as to Mr. Merry's being out of 
the way, he had been gone to Milford above ten days, and 
anotho: person who had been ordered to attend was gone 
to York. He admited, he said, that Merry had abused 
his powers. 

Mr. Burke said, that by the excuse made for Merry's ab- 
sence, it was a sure sign he Iiad not incurred the least dis- 
pleasure of the treasu]^ by what he had formerly done^ and 
that he was now at Mflford buying cattle for . government ( 
and another person^ it was confessed, was gone to York s no 
man knew why, unless to avoid being examined. 

[On the i%d of May the remainder of the papers nv'efe pre^ 
unteds hut not to diwde the subje^f we shall insert them here. 
There was no debate upon them.'} 

Copy of a Warrant p-om the Lords Comtfiissioners of its Mt^est^s 
Treasury^ dated 2']ih of December, 1775. 

Whitehally Treasury-Chambers. 
AFTER our hearty commendations : Whereas the lor€^ 
commissioners of |lie admiralty have represented unto us, 
that the commissioners for viAualling the navy, in pursuance 
of the orders they we under to contraft for forty thousand 
gallons of rum, have agreed with Mr. Richard Shaw, of 
Bristol, for the said quantity^ but that being bonded in ware^ 
houses there, he cannot deliver it tothemj and the. said ibrds 
commissioners have desired, that orders may be given for the 
• permitting the said quantity of rum to be removed from 
Bristol into his Majest/s vi£hialling stores in the port ojt 
London, freex>f duty, and to be kept under the kep of the 
excise and customs, until his Majesty^s service requires it t6 
be issued : Wcj upon consideration or the premises, do herebjr 

dirc^' 
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direft y6u to give the nccessiary orders to your officers accot'd^^ 
ingly 5 and for so dcSng, this stall be Jrour watrl^rit. ' 

North. 
To our very lovingfriehds tie Com-^ Geo. OnsLOW. 

mhsioners of his majestfs Customs. C. tV. CornSi^all. 

40j00p gallons of ram> to be removed frdm BHstol to London^ 
duty free. 

Copy of a Warrant from the Lords CorhtmssioHefs of his Majesty^J 
Treasury^ dated the i ith of January, I776. 

Whitehall^ Treasury^-Chaffibers. 
AFTER our hearty commendations: Whereas the lords 
commissioners of the admirsJty have represented unto us, 
that they have ordered the commissioners for viAualling the 
navy to purchase two hundred thousand gallons of rum to be 
delivered into his Majest/s viftualling stores in the port of 
London ; and the said Idrds commiffioners have desir^, that 
orders may be given for permitting the said quantity of rum 
to be delivered into the said vidhialling ^orts accordingly^ 
free of duty, and to be kept under the keys of the excise ana 
customs, until his Majesty's service may require the same 
being issued : We, upon consideration of the premises, do 
hereby direft you to give the necessary orders to your oflScers 
accoroingly ; and for so doing, this shall be your warrant* 

North. 
ST? our very loving friends the Com- Geo. Onslow. 

fnissioners^his majestfs Customs, C. W. Cornwall. 

aoo,ooo gaUons of rum, to be delivered in the port of London, 
duty free. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Jackson, to Mr. StTixAcy, dafed the 
I a/A 5^ January, i77i5. 
Sir, Admiredtf-Office. 

AN a£t of Parliament having passed this session, to prohi-' 
Wt all trade and intercofu^e with the several colonies of 
North America therein namedf duKng the continuance of 
the present rebellion within those colonies, in a clause, page 
517, of which aft it is declare J» that nothing therein con- 
tained shall extend, or be cohstinied to extend, to the ships 
and vessds there described, whose masters shall produce a 
licence from any lords commissioners of the admiralty for the 
purposes there specified, my lords direfted Mr. Seddon, their 
solicitor, to consider and propose to them the form of the 
Bcence which it may be proper for them to give, under the 

above. 
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above circumftances ; and he having tranfmitted to their 
Lordfhips fuch a fon^i of a licence as he apprehends will 
correfpond with the intent of the aft, I fend you, by their 
diredion, a copy of the faid licence, for the information o£ 
the commii&oners of the cuftoms» and am to delire they 
will pleafe to acquaint their Lordfhips what ikiay be the beft 
and moft concife mode by which to govern themfelves» 
concerning the particulars to be inferted in fuch licences. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) Geo. Jackson, D. S. 

By his Majejifs Commiffioners for executing the office of Lord 
iligh Admiral of Great Britain, t^c. 

BY virtue, and in purUiance of an aft of Parliament, 
made and palled in the i6th year of his prefent Majefty King 
George the Third, [intituled, " An aft to prohibit all trade 
and intercourfe with the colonies of New Hampfhire, Maf- 
fachufet's Bay, Rhode liland, Connefticiit, New York, Nevr 
Jerfcy, Pennfylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,- South Carolina, and 
Georgia,, during the continuance of the prefent rebellion 
within the faid counties refpeftively, for repealing an aft 
made in the 14th year of the reign of his prefent Majefty,. 
to difcontinue the landing and difcharging, lading, or fhip- 
ping of goods, wares, and merchandize, at the town, and 
within the harbour, of Bofton, in the province of Maflachu- 
fet's Bay. And alfo two afts, made in the laft feffion of 
Parliament, for reftraining the trade and commerce of the 
Colonies, in the faid afts refpeftively mentioned. And to 
enable any perfon or perfons, appointed and authorized by 
his Majefty to grant pardons, to iffue proclamations, in the 
cafes and for the purpofes therein mentioned."] We whofe 
hands and feals are hereunto fet, three of the commiflioners 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Gieat Bri- 
tain for the time now being, do hereby licence, autliorize, 
and permit, A. B. mafter of the (hip [brig, floop, &c. as 
the cafe may be] or veflel, called - - - of the burthea 
of - - - - tons, to procee4 and fail with his faid fhip 
[brig, &c.] or veflel, and cargo, confifting of - - .' . 
on a voyage from the port of London [or other port, as the 
cafe may be] to-----in--«.- and not 
elfewhere ; and there to unload and deliver the cargo above 
fpecified, and to return from thence with his faid fhip and 
• veflel to fbme port in Great Britain or Ireland. Provided 

Vol. III. A a ' never- 
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nevcrthelefs, that this prefent licence Ihall fubfift, and be 
in force, from the day of the date hereof, until the - - 
- - - day of - - - . - and no longer. Given. 
under our hands and feals, this ..---- day of 
.... n76. 

Ti all Flag- Officers y Captains^ Commanders^ and ether com^ 
rriijjisned Officers in his Majeftfs pay : and alfo to all 
others whom thefe prefents Jliall or may concern* 

Note. — If any goods, wares, or merchandize, other than 
ftores and provifions for his Majefty's ufe, or provifions for 
the ufe of the inhabitants of any town or place garrifoned 
and poflefled by his Majefty's troops, fhall be found on 
board any licenfed Ihip ; or if the cargoes fhall not corre- 
Ijpond with the particulars fpecified in the bodies of the re- 
fpeflive licences (the neceflary ftores foi; the (hip's ufe, and 
the baggage of the paflTengers, only excepted) in either of 
thefe cafes the faid goods, wares, &c. fhall be forfeited, 
fcized, and profecuted, as the faid aft direfts. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Jackfon to Mr. Stanley, dated the 
iSth c/January, 1176. 
Sir, . Admiralty- Office. 

I am commanded by my lords commiffioners of the admi- 
ralty to acquaint you, that feveral applications being now 
made for licences for fhips to clear out for North America, 
their lordfhips therefore will be glad to be favoured with an 
anfwer to what is mentioned in my letter of the 12th inft. 
refpefting fuch licences. I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
Mr. Stanley. (Signed) Geo. Jackson, D.S. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Stanley to Mr. J^ckfon, Jignifying^ 
. what the Commiffioners apprehend will be the heft and moji 
concife mode concerning the particulars to be inferted in the 
Licences, prepared in confequence of the A^ prohibiting all 
irade^ l^c. with the American Colonies^ dated il th of Janw 
ary, 1^76. 

Sir, Cuftom-Houfcj London. 

I HAVE laid before the board your letter of the 12th in- 
ilant, tranfmitting the form of a licence which has been 
prepared by Mr. Seddon, .in confequence of the aft pailed 
this feflion, prohibiting all trade and intercourfe with the 
American colonies therein named, and fignifying their lord- 
fhips' defire that this board will acquaint them what may be 

the 
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the beft and moft concife mode concerning the particulars 
to be inferted in fuch licences. 

I am direfted to acquaint you, that the commiflioners ap- 
prehend the particulars of the ftores and goods can only be 
furnifhed by the navy board, or fuch other public offices as 
from time to time may have occalion to (hip goods or ftores 
for his Majefty's fervice, or by fuch private perfons as may 
be under contraft with government, or be employed for that 
purpofe ; and that when the licences (hall be completed and 
i(Eied, the board will give the ftridteft injunftions to their 
officers for the immediate entering and clearing of the (hips 
and goods, that his Majefty's fervice may not be impeded. 
I am, &c. 

Geo. Jaclforii Efq. (Signed) Edw. Stanley. 

Mr. Robinfon inelofes Copies of Forms and Licences to be 
granted by the Board of Admiralty to Ships and Vejfels 
trading to Amerita^ under the Exceptions of the lafi A£l of 
Parliament y dated the 2'^th ^January, 1176. 

Gentlemen, Tren/ury- Chambers. 

I AM commanded by my lords commi(rioners of his Ma- 
jefty's treafury to tran(riiit to you the inclofcd forms of H- 
cenceSfc to be granted by the board of admiralty to (hips 
and veilels trading to America, under the exceptions in the 
aft of the prefent feffion of Parliament, in order that you 
may guide yo'urfelves accordingly.' I am, Gentlemen, 
CommiJJioncrs of Your moft humble fervant, 

theCuftoms. John Robinson. 

By the CommiJJioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain and Iteiand, Isfc. 

IN purfuance of an aft made in the prefent feffion of Par- 
liament, entitled, " An aft to prohibit all trade and inter- 
courfe with the feveral colonies therein mentioned," we 
do hereby authorize, licenfe, and permit, - - mafter 
of the (hip . - of the burthen of - - - to proceed 
with the faid (hip and cargo, confifting of the particulars 

fpecified in the fchedule annexed, from the port of - 

to the port of - - - there to unload and deliver the 
faid cargo, and to return from thence with his Jaid fhip to 
Great Britain or Ireland. This licence to fubfift and be in 
force from the day of the date hereof> until her return as 

A a 2 aforefaid. 
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aforefaid. Givea under our hands; and the feal of the office 
of admiralty, the - - day of - - - 

To all Flag Office fSy Captains^ Commanders'^ and other com^^ 
mijjioned Officers in his Maje/iy*s pay ; and aljo to all 
i>thers whom thefe prefenis Jhall or may concern^. 
By command of their LordJJiips. 

By the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of GxQ^i Britain awe/ Ireland, i^c. 
IN purfuance of an aft pafled in the prefent fbiQoa of 
Parliament, entitled, "An aft to prohibit all trade and in- 
tevcourfe with the fevcral colonies in North America thereia 
mentioned," we do hereby licenfe, authorize, and permit, 

- - - - mafter of the (hip - - - 6f the burthen of 

- - - being a tranfport employed in his Majefty's fervice, 
to proceed in his faid fliip to fome port or ports in North 
America, and to return from thence with his faid fhip to 
Great Britain or Ireland : this licence to fubiift and be in 
force from the day of the date hereof, until the - - - 
day of - - - or for fo long as (he (hall be employed in 
his Majefty's fervice as aforefaid. Given under our hands, 
and the feal of the office of admiralty, the - - • day of 

1176. 
To allFlag'Officersy Captains^ Commanders ^ and other com^ 
miffioned Officers in hisMajeJif^pay\ andalfo to all others 
whom thefe Prefents Jhall or may concern. 
By command of their Lordjhips^^ 

Copy oftJte Minute of the Board of Cuftomsy dated the 26th of 
January, \116. 
RECEIVED a letter froin Mr. Robinfon, of the 24th 
jnftant, tranfmitting, by order of the lords of the treafury, 
copies of the forms of licences to be granted by the. board 
of admiralty to fhips and veflels trading to America, under 
the exceptions in the aft of the prefent feflion of Parliament, 
in order that the commiflioners may guide themfelves accord- 
ingly : the fame is to be fignified to the bench-officer^ for 
their government* 

Copy of a Warrant from theLords-Commiffionersof hisM^iefi;^s 
• Treafury y dated the 22d of Fcbr^iary, \116;. 

WhitekallyTreafury*Chambeys. 
AFl'ER our hearty commendations : Whereas the lordsb 
commiffioners of the admiralty hate reprefented unt(t w* 

that 
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that the commiffioners for viftuaHing the navy have been 
direfted to purchafe of Mr. James Benfon fifty thoufand 
gallons of Weft-India rum, to be delivered at Corke, for the 
fervice of his Majefty's fhips or tranfports that may be at 
that place ; and the faid lords commiffioners have defired, 
that the faid quantity of rum may be delivered, duty free, to* 
the order of the commiffioners of his Majefty's viftualling 
for the fervice above-mentioned : Wc, upon coniideration 
of the premifes, do hereby direft you to give the neceflary 
orders to your officers accordingly ; and, for fo doing, this 
fhall be your warrant. 

North. 
Zi our very loving friends the Com-- Geo. Onslovit. 

mijjioners of his Majeftfs Cujioms. C. TownsMend. 

50,000 gallons Weft-India rum, to be delivered at Corke, 

duty free, for the ufe of the viftualling-ftiips. 



Copy of a Warrant from the Lords CommiJJi oners of his Ma- 
jefifs Treafuryy dated t ha 21th of February y 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treafury-Cdambers. 

AFTER our hearty commendations : Whereas the lords 
commiffioners of the admiralty have reprefented unto us, 
that the commiffioners for victualling the navy have in- 
formed them, that Mr. Robert Grant, who has their orders 
to procure provifions for the viftualling fuch tranfports as 
may be fitted out at Glafgow to carry troops to North Ame- 
rica, has, in order to guard againft every chance of difap- 
pointment, defired them to procure leave for hihi to fend 
two hundred puncheons of bonded rum* containing about 
one hundred and twenty gallons each, from Liverpool to 
Glafgow ; and the faid lords commiffioners have defired 
that leave may be given for the faid Robert Grant to fend 
from Liverpool to Glafgow the faid quantity of rum, duty 
free, for the fervice before mentionied ; We, upon confide- 
ration of the premifes, do hereby direft you to give the ne- 
ceflary direftions to your officers accordingly ; and for fo 
doing, this fhall be your warrant. 

North. 
To our very loving friends the Com^ T. TowNSHENP. 

miffi$ners of his Majejiys Cufloms. C . W. CoR N w a L L . 
Mr. Robert Grant to fend rum, duty free, from Liverpool to 

Glafgow. 

A a 3 Cofy 
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Copy of a Warrant from the Lords Commiffionen of his Ma* 
jejifs Treafury, dated the %th of March^ 1776. 

Whitehall^ Treafury -Chambers, 

AFTER our hearty commendations: Whereas the lords 
commiffioners of the admiralty have reprefented unto us, 
th^t they have refpeftively (hipped in a veflel, the City of 
London, and other veflebs licenfed by the lords commif- 
fioners of the admiralty, fundry goods for the ufe of the 
forces at Bofton ; for which, according to the late aft of 
Parliament, they cannot receive the ufual bounties and 
drawbacks, unlefs we fhall grant our warrant for that pur- 
pofe : and we, having taken the fame into confideration, da 
hereby (upon the fpecial circumftances of the cafej autho- 
rize and direft you to allow and pay fuch bounties and 
drawbacks upon the faid goods, deftined for the ufe of the 
forces at Bofton as aforefaid ; and for fo doing, this fhall be 
your warrant. 

North. 
7i our very loving friends the Com- Geo. Onslow. 

mijjjoners of his Majefiys Cujioms, C. W. Cornwall. 
Mefli'S. Smith and Mackenzie to be allowed bounties and 

drawbacks upon odds deftined for the ufe of the forces at 

Bofton. 



Copy of Minutes of the Board of Cujioms^ dated the I2th of 
March, 1776. 
RECEIVED a treafury warrant, of the 8th inftant, fig- 
nifying, that Samuel Smith and Charles Mackenzie have 
reprefented unto their lordfhips, that they have refpeSively 
fhipped in a vefJel called the City of London, and other vef- 
fels, licenfed by the lords commlflioners of the admiralty, 
fundry goods for the ufe of the forces at Bofton ; for which, 
according to the late aft of Parliament, they cannot receive 
the ufual bounties and drawbacks, unlefs the lords of the 
treafury fhall grant their warrant for tiiat purpofe ; and that 
their Lordfhips, having taken the -fame into confideration, 
do, upon the fpecial circumftances of the cafe, authorize and 
direft the cammiffiohers to allow and pay fuch bounties and 
drawbacks upon the faid goods, deftined for the' ufe of the 
forces at Bofton as aforefaid : the fame is to be fignified to 
the bench-officers and fearchers, who are to yield all due 
obedience to their Lordfhips' orders accordingly. ^ - 

Copy 
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dpy of a Letter from Mr, Rohinfon, about the Licences 
granted to the within Ships., -and that the. Specification of the 
Cargoes of them are too general^ dated the 1 hth of Marchy 
1776. 

Gentlemen, ' Treafury-Chambers, 

THE lords commiffioners of his Majefty's treafury hav- 
ing taken into confideration a letter from Mr. Jackfon, fe- 
cretary to the lords commiffioners of the admiralty, ftating, 
that application had been made to the loids of the admiralty 
for licences to be granted to (hips going to North America ; 
and having read the fpecifications of the cargoes of the (hips 
Refolution, the Daniel, the Brunfwick, and the City of 
London ; and alfo the aft palled in the prefent feffion of 
Parliament, for prohibiting all trade and intercourfe with fef- 
veral colonies in America, their lordfhips are of opinion, that 
the fpecifications for the Ihips Refolution, the Daniel, the 
Brunfwick, and the City of London, are too general, tend to 
open trade with North America, and are not warranted by 
the provifo in the aft of Parliament, giving the power to 
grant fuch licences, but are contrary thereto, with which I 
have, by their lordfhips' orders, acquainted Mr. Jackfon, for 
the information of the lords of the admiralty ; and I am di- 
refted to acquaint you therewith for your government. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mofl humble fervant, 
Commiffioners of the Cujioms* John Robinson. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Jackfon to Mr, Stanley, dated the 
\5th of Marchj 1776. 
Sir, Admiralty- Office, 

SEVERAL of the licences, which have been granted by 
my lords commiffioners of the admiralty to (hips to go to 
North America, having been pafTed, owing to the hurry of 
bufinefs, before the particulars therein fpecified could be 
properly examined into ; and their lordfhips apprehending 
from thence, that fome of the enumerated articles may not 
be ftriftly conformable to the aft of Parliament, I am com- 
manded by their lordfhips to delire the commiffioners of the 
cufloms virill be pleafed to order their officers tojlop all fuck 
licences where it can be done^ and th^t you will take the trou- 
ble to tranfmit the fame to this office, for their lordfhips* fur- 
ther direftions : and on the other fide you will receive the 
names of all the merchant fhips for which their lordfhips* 
licence has been granted. I am, &c. 

Edward Stanley^ Efq. (Signed) Qeo. Jackson, D. S. 

A a 4 Date 
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From what P^rt. 
Liverpool 
Loiidpn, cleared 

March 4, 1176. 
Mogadore 
Mogadore 
Glafgow 
Waterford 
London 
London 
London 
Malaga 
Air and Cork 
Air and Cork 
Air 

London 

Grenock and Cork 
Grenock 
London 
Ditto . 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Air 
Grenock and Cork 



Copy of a Minute of the Board of Cujiomsy dated the 1 9th of 
March, 1176. 
THE lords of the ti*eafury having, by Mr. Robinfon*a 
letter of the 1 5th inftant, fignified, that their lordfhips have 
taken into confideration a letter from Mr. Jackfon, fecre- 
tary to the lords of the admiralty, ftating, that application 
had been made for licences to be granted to fhips going to 
Nortli America : and having read the fpecificatioas of the 
cargoes of the Ihips Refolution, the Daniel,, the Brunfwick, 
and the City of London ; and alfo the a£l paflcd in the 
prefent feflion of Parliament, for prohibiting ail trade, and 
intercourfe with feveral colonies in America, their lordfliips 
are of opinion, that the fpccification for the fliips Refolu- 
tion, the Daniel, the Brunfwick, and the City of London, 
are too general, tend to open trade with North America, and 
are not warranted by the provifo in the aft of Parliament, 
giving the power to grant fuch licences, but are contrary 
thereto. And the lords of the admiralty having, by their 
fecretary's letter of the 15th inftant to this boird; defired, 

, that 
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Date of Licence. ' Skips Names. 


Feb. 1. 


Induftry 


3. 


Renown 


5. 


Endeavour 


> 5. 


Providence 


5. 


Katty . . ^ 


14. 


Chriftian 


16. 


Le Soye Planter 


12. 


City of London 


20. 


Mentor 


20. 


Lukey 


421. 


Jean and Sally 


21. 


Friendlhip - r 


28. 


Friendlhip (2d) 


March 6. 


Adventure 


Feb. 28. 


Jean - ^ ^. 


28. 


Juno ... 


March 6. 


;^allas . -, - 


6. 


^ord Rochford 


6. 


[ amefon and Peggy - 


7. 


\ iefolution 


12. 


rriendfhip (3d) 


12. 


ean 
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that the licences granted for the fhips therein tnentioned 
may be ftopt where it can be done, and tranfmitted to their 
lordfhips. The board direft, that when the licences for any 
of the faid fhips are produced, the fame be ftopt, and re- 
turned to the admiralty accordingly. And letters were fent 
to the out-ports byiaft Saturday's poft, direfting returns to 
be made of all fuch fliips and veflels for which licences 
have been granted by the lords of the admiralty, to (hip 
provifiqns for the ufe of his Majefty's fleets, armies, or gar- 
rifons, or for the ufe of the inhabitants of any town or place 
garrifoned or poflefled by any of his Majefty's troops, with 
a particular fpecification of each fliip's cargo • and in future 
to tranfmit to the board the like account previous to the 
ihips and veflels being cleared out. 

Cpj)y of a Warrant from the Lords Cornmijfi oners of his Ma^ 
j^fif^ Treafuryy dqted the 20th (j/* March, n76. 

Whitehall^ Treafury-Chambers. 
AFTER our hearty commendations : Whereas the lords 
commiffioners of the admiralty have reprefented unto us, 
that they have, direfted the commiffioners forviftualling his 
Majefty's navy to purchafe 182,000 gallons qf runi, for the 
fcrvice of his Majefty's fhips in North America ; and the 
faid commiffioners for viftualling his Majefty's navy have 
defircd permiffion to purchafe ninety-one thoufand gallons 
of Weft-India rum, part of the afore-mentioned quantity, 
to be delivered duty free, into his Majefty's victualling 
ftores at the port of London : We, upon confideration of 
the premifes, do hereby direft you to give the neceflary 
orders tp your officers accordingly ; and for fo doing, thi^ 
fhall be your warrant, .. 

C. TOWNSEND. 

To our very loving friends the Com- Beauchamp. 
mijfioners of his Majejifs Cujloms. C. W. Cornwall. 
91,000 gallons of rum, to be delivered, duty free, in the 

port of London, for the fervice of his Majefty's fhips in 

North America. 

Mr, Stanley returns the Licence granted to Mr. Maclean, 
majier of the Jhip Pallas, bound to Boftpn, dated the 20th of 
March,. 1776. 

Sir, Cujiom-Houfey London, 

Mr. MACLEAN, matter of the fhip Pallas, bound for 
Bofton, in North Ameiica, having produced to the commif- 
fioners 
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fioners a licence under the hands of the lords commiffioners 
of the admiralty, authorizing the feveral goods, mentioned 
on the back thereof, to be fhipped, and the Ihip to proceed 
on her voyage : I have the board's direftions herewith to re- 
turn the fame, agreeably to your letter of the i5th inftant, 
and to defire you will fignify to me, whetlxer the faid licence 
is to be. carried into execution, I am, &c. 

George Jack/en^ Efq. (Signed) Er>w. Stanley. 

Copy of the Minute of the Board of Cujioms^ dated 29th of 
. March, 1776. 
RECEIVED an order of the Houfe of Lords, dated the 
2Tth inftant, direfting, that the commiffioners do lay before 
the faid Houfe true copies of all licences granted by the 
lords commiffioners of the admiralty, for exporting provi- 
iions, or other things, to America, which have been pre- 
fented to the cuftom-houfe fince the paffing of the aft of the 
prefent feffion ; and alfo true copies of all entries which 
have been made by virtue of fuch licences. The fearchers 
are immediately to prepare and lay before the board an 
account of the quantities of the goods which have been 
Ihipped by virtue of fuch licences accordingly ; and the 
bench-officers are to draw out copies of the entries as above, 
and to lay the fame before the board without delay. 

Copy of Minute of the Board of Cufomsy dated the 2dih of 
March, 1176. ■ 
THE fecretary laid before the board a letter from Mr. 
Jackfon, fecretary to the lords of the admiralty, of this 
day's date, defiring to be furnifhed with an account of the 
.names of the fhips whofe licences granted have appeared 
at the cuftom-houfe, and which have been permitted to an 
entry in confequence thereof. The co.lleftor outwards, and 
bis comptroller, are to lay fuch account before the board 
accordingly. 

Copy of a Letter from 3/;-. Jackfon to Mr, Stanley, dated the 

29th of March, 1776. 

Sir, Admiralty- Office. 

THE Houfe of Lords having direfted, by a precept dated 

the 27th inftant, that the commiffioners of the cuftoms do 

lay before that Houfe true copies of all licences granted by 

my lords commifl^ioners of the admiralty for exporting pro- 

vifions, or other things, to Noi:th America, which have 

been 
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beenprefented at the cuftom-houfe fince the pafllng oT an zSt^ 
intituled) ^* An z&. to prohibit all trade and intercoarfe with 
the colonies of New Hamp(hire, &c." and alfo true copies of 
all entries which have been made by virtue of fuch licences, I 
am commanded by my loras commiffioners of the admiralty, to 
defire you will pleafe to move the board of cuftoms for an ac« 
count of the names of the ihips whofe licences, granted as afore- 
mentioned, have appeared at their office, and which have been 
permitted to an entry in confequence thereof. 
I am, Sir, 

Your mod humble fervant, 

Geo. Jackson, D. S. 
Edward Stanley ^ Efq. CuJiom^Houfe. 

Mr, Stanley tranfmitt'ing an account of Ships entered for any 

part of North America \ as alfo an account 9f Goods Jhipped^ in 
. purfuance of Licences frorn the Admiralty^ dated the igth of 

March, 1776! 

Sir, CuJiom^Houfe^ London. 

THE. proper officers having, by the board's direftion, pre- 
pared the following accounts, agreeably to the defire of the 
lords commiffioners of the admiralty, fignified by your letter of 
this day's date : 

*♦ An account of fhlps which have been entered in the port 
of London for any part of North America, under licences 
granted by the lords commiffioners of the admiralty, purfuant 
to the aft of the prefent feffion." 

** An account of the quantities of goods (hipped, in purfu- 
ance of licences granted by the lords commiffioners of the 
admiralty for exporting provifions, and other things, to 
America." 

I have the board's orders herewith to tranfmit the faid ac- 
counts to you, for the information of their Lprdfliips^ 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
y George Jackfon^ Efq. (Signed) Edw. Stanley. 

A Lift of Ships which have been entered for any Part of North 
America^ under Licences granted by the Lords of the Admiralty^ 
purfuant to the A^ of the prefent Sefjio.n. 
.1776. Port of London. 

Feb. 9. The Renown, John Kean, per Bofton. , 
19. Le Soye Planter, William Smith, j>fr ditto. 
22. The Mentor, William Davis, />^r ditto. 
26, The City of London, John Mc. Fadzcn, per ditto. 
S ' ' Feb, 
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. Teb.:2B. The Pallat, Henry M'Lzchhn.per ditto. 
M«rch 7. The Jamefon and Peggy, Ja. Patterfonv^tr ditto. 

8. The Refolution, Edm. Hawker, ^#r ditto. 

15. The Adventure, Hugh Munro, per ditto. 

OO. The Lord Rochford, Ja. Lambert, fer ditto. 

J. PXRCELi., D. Coll. 

J. Hume, D.Comp. 
Memorandtim^^-Tht licences do not remain at the cuftom* 
houfe, but are granted to the mafterfor the fecurity of the 
Ihip on her voyage. 

jin Account of the Go9ds ailually Jhlpped by the Searchers in the 
Port of London on board the Ships PallaSs, Mentor, Le Soye 
Planter, Jamefon and Peggy, City of London, Adventure, 
arul Renown, in purfuance of Licences from the Lords Com^ 
fnijjitners of the Admiralty. , 

P.ortof\Ship Pallas, H. Mc. Lachlan, Majier^ bound to 
Loadon.j Bofton. 

Cargo, 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffions of the 

Admiralty, 
Richard WatUngton, 10 Barrels, q. 11 cwt, 131b. figs; 9 bar- 
rels, q. 2icwt. iqr. 271b. Currants; 6 barrels, q.iicwt. 

Smyrna raifins; i barrel, q. 2cwt. lolb. fwee^aimonds ; 

10 boxes, q. 2cwt. iqr. ylb., raifins folis; 3 boxes, 'q. 

icwt. 3 qrs. lolb. French prunes; 3 barrels, q. 5cwtt 

.jqrs. i61b, French prunes. March 15. 
Ditto. 4 Bales, q. 27cwt. 2qrs. 271b. ells oi ^drilling. 

March 19. . 
Ditto. 2 Trunks, q. icwt. haberdafliery ; 3 lib. gold lace > 

591b. filver lace. March 19. 
Ditto. I Cafe, ,q. iQ5lb. fewing filk ; icwt. haberdaflicry. 

Mgrch 20. 
Ditto. 70 Hog(heads, q. 2i2cwt. iqr. 191b. Britifti refined 

fugar in loaves. March 9. 
Dluo. 30 Barrels, q, 43cwt. 3qrs. 131b. ftarch ; 13 barrels, 

q* I9cwt. 2qrs. hair powder. March 18. 
Ditto, 15 CafeSjj^ q. 20,974 yds. Irifti linen; 12,934 yds, 

Britifli chccqued linen ; 105 ps. Irifti linen ; 30cwt. iqr, 

ells narrow German linen ; 7^2 yds. fquare printed 

linen; lochefts, q. 180 gallons fallad oil ; jchefts, q. 

36 gallons French olives ; 2 chefts, q. 2i61b, capers ; i 

cheft, q, 4^ barrels anghavies, March 9, 

■ mt% 
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Ditto. 29 Buncheons, q. 356olfau wrought leather in (hoes, 
1332 fh>fts» 65ooihirts and apparel. March 12. 

JDitto. I Tmnk, q. 24 ps. Briti(b linen* March 12. 

Ditts. IX Punokeons, q. 46cvi^. 2qrs. 191b. tanned leather^ 
in foles and heels. March i2. , 

Ditto^ 3 Cafes^ i ixj^kf and % trunks, of ftatioaary. 
March 13. 

^tUto. 260 Ham^ 4obirfkcts cheefe, 5I' boxes ditto, 40 boxes 
bacon. Mareh 13. 

Ditto. 4 Bales, q. 50 ps. fluflEs; 4 boxes, q. pickles. 
March 13. , 

Ditto. I Bale, q. 20 ps. ferges. March 19. 

Ditto. 6 Caflts, q. iicwt.2qrs. apothecaries; 1481b. fago, 
131b. ipecacuanha, 65ib. bark, 741b. manna, 2lb. opium^ 
6plb; fcnna. March 20. 

Ditto. I Box, I cafk, and i cafe, q. 34oIb. bark ; acwt. 
pearl barlev^ March 2o. 

Ditto. 21 Gaffes, q. I22cwt. wrought iron ; 32 cafes, q. 310 
dozen woollen hofe, 20 dozea felt hats, 33 dozen caftor 
hats, 26cwt. haberdafliery ; 33 bales, q. 15,968 yards 
Britifti linen, 20 fingle baize, 2900 yards flannels 25 
double baize, 28 fiiigle baize ; Bath ooating, value 200/. 
2 drumvalts, q. 80 dozen felt hats; 37 trunks, q. 841b. 
wrought filk hofe ; 4071b. filk in pieces, thread and cot- 
ton h^e, and worfted breeches pieces. March -g. 

Ditto. 3 Bales, q. 31 Spanifti cloths. March 13. 

Ditto. 2 Bales, q. 19 white cloths. March iZr 

Searchers-Office^ March 29, 1776. 
G. By A. Jones. 
N. B. Thefe is a petition before the commiffionera to per- 
mit this (hip to alter her voyage. 

Lo don. 1 ^*^^ Mentor, W. Davis, Majier, bound to Bofton^ 

C A R o a. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Coramiflloners of the 

Admiralty. 
Anthony Merry. f6 Calks, q. 25cwt. pewter; 2 trunks, q. 99 

I pieces Irifh linen ; 5 bales, q. 2609 yards 
Britifh cheque ; i bale, q. 42 ps. Man- 
BLekinded; all 4. chefter cottons;: 20 cheiis, q. 23cwt. 241b. 
but chcefe. j crown glafs; 6 cafes^ q. ftationary, value 
^ \ 250/. and 42 baikets of cheefe. March 

46 Boxes 



Relanded. i 
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''46 Boxes tin plates, value 115/. 60 cafks, 
q. i^wt. nails; 6 cafks, q. a5cwt. 
pewter ; 7 baks, q. 174 pieces duSs; and 
1151b. 4 oz. iilk and worded mixt; 

1 cafe, q. 16 pieces Manchefter cotton ; 

2 trunks, .q.^ 116 pieces Irifh linen ; 4 
bales, q. 2612 yards of Britifli check; 
1 bale, q. 37 pieces Manchefter cottons; 
2oche(ls, q. 23cwt. 241b. of crown glafs ; 
29 tierces and calks, q. 3038 grofs of 

. corks. March 13. 

10 Cafks, q. 324 gallons Portugal wine; 
6 jars, q. 144 gallons fallad oil; 25 
fingle barrels of anchovies. March. 14. 
2 Bales, q. 30 tanned hides, and 5 dozen 
tanned calf fkins. March 14. 
^24 bales, q. 200 ihort cloths. 
Searchers-Office^ March 29, 1776. 
G. By A. Jones. 



Relanded. 



f 



Port of \Ship Le Soye Planter, W. Smith, Majier^ bound t4 
London. ) Boflon. 



Cargo. 



[Not cleared. 1 



By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioncrs of die 
Admiralty. 

Anthony Merry. § ^o Cafks, q. i3ocwt. of nails [March 4f 
Relanded. ( 1776,] by licence^ dated Feb. 16, 1776. 

50 chaldron of coals, [March 2, 1776,] by 
licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 



Relanded. 



{46 Boxes of tin plates, value 115/. [March 
J3> 1776] by licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
201 61b. Cut tobacco 
35841b. Ditto 

56001b. 

290 Gallons Portugal wine; 6 jars, q. 144 

gallons fallad oil. 
25 Single barrels of anchovies, [March 14, 

1776,] by licence, Feb. 16, 1776. 

6Caiks, 
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"6 Cafks, q. 25cwt, of pewter , 2 trunks, 
q. 99 pieces, Irifh linen; 4 bales, q. 2609 
yards Britiili cheque linen, at *jd. not ex* 
ceeding is. 6d. per yard. By licence, 
Relandedall j dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
butcheefe. ] i Bale, q. 42 pieces, Manchefter velvets; 
20 chefis, q. 23cwt. 241b. crown clafs ; 
6 cafes ftationary, value 250/. 42 bafkets, 
q. 5ocwt. Britifli cheefe. By licence, 
dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
* Searchers-Office, Cujlom-Houfe^ March 29, 17764 
G. By A. Jones. 

Port of ) Ship Jamefon and Peggy, J. Patter fon, Majier^ 
London, j hound to Boflon. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords CommiiSoners gf the 

Admiralty. 
yames Anderfon. 47 hogftieads, q. 359cwt. 3qrs. iglb. of 
Britifli refined fugar in loaves ; 3 hogf- 
heads, q. 25cwt. iqr. i61b. of Britifli 
refined fugar in lumps ; i hogfliead, q. 
9cwt. 3qrs, 1 81b. ftarch; i cafk,q. 1501b. 
blue , 20 boxes, q. 2ocwt, foap ; 4 boxes, 
q. 2cwt. 151b. of candy; 5 cafks, q. 6qrs. 
barley. March 18, 1776. 
( I Cafe, q. 864 packs of playing-cards. 
( March 18, 1776. 

i 5 Pipes, q. 7 13 gallons, port wine. March 
t 13, 1776. 
10 Puncheons, q. 1152 gallons, rum. 

Jan. 12, 1776. 
38 Pipes, q. 3288 gallons of port wine; 
52 hogflieads, q. 6999 gallons port wine; 
4 pipes, q. 7595 gallons Liftx)n and port 
wine; r butts, q. 256 gallons of Spanifli 
wine ; 8 hogflieads, q. 766 gallons 
Spanifli wine; 18 Half chefts, q. 270 
gallons of French wine. March 14, 
1776. 
152 cwt. aqrs. green glafs. March 14, 1776. 
Searcher s-Officey March 29, 1776. 
G. By A. Jones. 

Port 



Gibfonand Co. 
James Anderfon. 
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Pitt of 1 Ship City of London, J. Mc, Fadzen, Mafter^ 
London. J ^irW/0 Boftbn. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence froni the Lords CommiiTioners of the 
Admiralty. 
Fei, 29. Charles Mc, Kenfie, per Hughes and Co. 52 cwt. 
cortex Peru; 2qrs. fago; 261b. fenna ; 4cwt. 
141b. currants. 
29. Charles Me. Kenfie and Co. 20 boxes, q. 35olb. 

foap. 
29. LcwiaMc. Kullock, />^ Charles M<r. Kenfie, \% 
barrels white herrings, 20 barrels red herrings. 
March 2. Charles Mc. Kenfie per Alexander Moore, 700 
gallons beer, 2880 pieces glafs, q. 5ocwt. 
2. Charles Mc. Kenfie, per Parker and fon^ 2880 ps. 
glafs, g. 5ocwt. 
March 4. Charles MIc. Kenfie, per Abel Mc. Cauky, 27 dy. 
catnbricks. 
4. Charles Mc. Kenfie, per William Hall, 1800 psv 

q. 8cwt. white flint glaft 
8. John Edington and Co. ptr Charles Mc. Kenfie, 

2 1 chaldron of coalk. 
6. Charles Mc. Kenfie, per Abel Moore, 5 tuns beer. 
6. Charles Mc. Kenfie, p^r Thomas Woodmafon, 
864 packs of playing-cards. 
March 9. Charles Mc. Kenfie^ per Webb and fon, 28 bar- 
rek beer ; 84cwt, 2qrs. 81b. gtefs. 
8. Charles Mc. Kenfie, ^«' Abel Mc. Cauley, I42slb. 
bohea, 4601b. finglo tea. 

11. Charles Mc. Kenfiey per Abel Mc. Cauley, 7765 

yards Britiih linen; 2€Wt. haberdafhery; i8ocwt. 
fluffs. 

12. Charles Mc^ Kenfie, per Abel Mc. Cauley, 2 hogf- 

heads gingerbread, 5506 gallons Britifli brandy. 

11. Cliarles Mc. KenSe, />*r Benjamin Kenton, 33 gal- 

lons French wine. 

12. Chades Mc. Kenfie, per Abel Mc. Cauley, 248 

gallons port wine^ 6lb. quickfilver, i81b. half, 
capivi^ 241b. cort. Peru, 6ib. cantharides, I2lb. 
fenna, i81b. manna, 61b. ipecacuanha, 31b. 
feffron, 61b. aloes, 61b. rhubard, 54 yards open 
tapes, 6 dozen ftraw bats, 12,500 lemons, 6ib* 
nutmegs, 61b. cinnamon, 4lb. mace, 41b. cloves, 
561b. pimento. 
4. Charles Mc. Kenfie, per Abel Mc. Kenfie, 39451^* 

cut 
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cut tobacco, 174 gallons Rhenifti wine, 39I gal- 
lons fallad oil, 6531b. gallons port wine, 1 10 gal- 
lons French wine, locwt. prunes, 20cwt. cur- 
rants, 20cwt. Smyrna laifins, 7cwt. 3qrs. iilb. 
figs, 5cwt. 2qrs. 151b. raifins folis, 6cwt. 2qrs« 
281b. ells narrow German linen, 20 Silefia lawns, 
3 cpffaes, 44| long cloths, i68-| callicoes, 869 . 
yards fquare printed linen, 1665 Y^^'^s fquare 
pirintcd callicoes, 61b. quickClver, i81b. half, ca- 
pivi, 241b. cort. Peru, 6Ib. cantbarides, I2lb. 
fenna, i81b. manna, 61b. ipecacuanha, 3ll>. 
fafFron, 6Ib. al. cicotrince, and 61b. rhubarb ; 
9cwt. 3qrs. 81b, drillings, 4cwt. 3qrs. Ruffia li- 
nen, 20 cafks Irifti falted butter, 50 cafks of beef 
and pork, 156 yards Holland whited lawns, 19 
barrels of anchovies. 

March 13. Charles Mc. Kcnfic, per AbelMc. Caulay, 3642 
yards Irifti linen, 4870 yards Britifh linen, 515 
yards fquare prixited Britifh linen, 3cwt. apothe- 
caries, i 6881b. tallow candles, 561b. looz. fewing- 
filk and hofc, 3oco ells fail-cloth. 

Searchers-Office^ March 29, 1776. 
G. By A. Jones. 

Port of \ Ship Adventure, Ste. Munro, Majier^ hound to 
London. ) Bofton. 

Cargo. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty. 

James Chrl/iie. 23 Bales, q. 220cwt. 3qrs. 251b. ells narrow 
German linen, 18c wt, iqr. 2oIb. ells, of 
RufSa drilling, iqr. Heffian canvas, 4cwt. 
2qrs. ells of barrafs; 4 cafes, q. 158 i-ioth 
ps. callico, 43 J pieces long cloths, 324 yards 
Silefia diaper, 1558 yards fquare printed, 
20 cotton romals, 60 filk ditto, 12 calks, 
q. loocwt. nutmegs, lolb. cloves, lolb. 
Cinnamon, lolb. mace, 2cwt. fweet al- 
monds, 4cwt. raifins Smyrna, 2cwt. French 
prunes, 2cwt. currants, 2cwt. 3qrs. 251b. 
cocoa. March 21, 1 776. 

Gib/on and Co. A cafe, q. 1800 packs of playing-cards. 
March 18. 

James Chrifiie. A cafe, q. 2o pieces, q. 473 yards fquare 
printed Britifh cotton. March 21. 
Vol.. III. B b U Calks 
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a4 Calks, q. 621 gallons and a half port 
wine ; 2 cafes, q.' 6ooIb. Jefuits bark. 
March 26. 
167I Green glafs. M*arch 22. 
• 14 Chefts, q. 41061b. bohea tea, 10 chefts, 
q. 6621b. hyfon tea, 2 chefts, q. 1691b. 
of congou tea, 4 cheOs, q'. 26 lib. finglo 
tea. March 21. 
15 Culks, q. 6ooolb. pepper. March 21. , 
John PVatfon, 1 1 cwt. iqr. Grejn glafs. M^rch 20. 
James Chri/iie* 5 Bales, q. 76cwt. 2qrs; gib. ells narrow 
German ; 3qrs. i8lb. ells HeiEan canvas, 
2 qrs. 1 51b. ells fprace canvas^ March 20. 
Searchers Office^ March 29, 1776. 
G. by A. Jones. 

,P9rtof\Ship Rienown, John Kean, Mafter^ b0und to 
London. J Bofton. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioners of the 

* Admiralty. ' 

Samuel Smith, 50 Puncheons, q. molaffes, 248 bafkets, q. 
15 tons cheefe, 114 baikets, fl, 5 tons 
cheefe, direded 8 1 packages for the 
army. March 4, 1776. 
Rolert Plzing, Half a hogfhead ftrong beer. Feb. 17. 
Samuel Smith* 60 Barrels, q. 273cwt. rice. Ftb. 13. 

4 Caiks, q. apothecaries and drugs. Feb. 27. 

95 Calks, q. 12,7141b. wrought leather in 

ihoes. Feb. 26. 

2 Butts, q. 3icwt. 171b. Smyrna raifins, 

I cafk, and i runlett, q. 3731b. effence 

: of fpruce. Feb. 26. 

I Box, q. 6lb. 140Z. filver lace. Feb. 27. 
SearchetS'Offlce^ March 29, 1776. 
G. By A. Jones. 

. Copy of a Letter from i1/^. Jackfon to Mr, Stanley, dated the 

ZOth ?/* March, 1776. 
-Sir, Admiralty-Office, 

I HAVE laid before my lords commiffioners of the admi- 
ralty the account ''vvhich the commiffioners of the tuftoms 
have favoured them with, in your letter of laft night, con- 
"• tainfn^ the naehes'-of (even ftiips which 'have been entered 

fo 
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for North America, under licences from their lordlhips, 
with the quantities of goods fliipped in purfuance thereof; 
and I am commanded by their Jordfhips to defire you will 
be at the further trouble to inform thetfi, as foon as conve- 
nient, whether the fhip City of London, one of the afore- 
mentioned fliips, h^s had her clearance from your ofBcc, 
and is failed from this river, and if not, where fhe now lies,. 

I have italfoinconimand from their lordfhips to acquaint 
you, that'no regard-is lb be paid ^ to the licences whidi have 
been granted for the Lc Soyc Planter, and Mentor^ the 
merchants having applied for new ones, ajnd no refolutioh is 
taken tKereon. > 

The licence which has been granted for the Pallas has 
been withdrawn by Mr. Watlington, to whom it wasi grant- 
ed; and it isurtdei'confideration, whether the licence Which 
was granted for the Jamefon and Peggy, but has been re- 
turned, (hall be delivered back to the perfon to whom k 
was granted. 

Their lordfhips have no obfervation to make concerning 
the entry of the cargo on bo^rd the fhip Renown ; but 
with refpeft to the Adventure (which is the only one of 
thfe feven fhips) mentioned in the account tranfmitted as 
aforementioned, on which 1 have not before explained my- 
lelf, they are pleafed to direft me to exprefs furprize' that 
Ijer cargo fhould have been permitted to an entry between 
the 18th and 2lft inft. their requeft to flop the licence they 
had granted for that (liip and others, having been made on 
the 15th inft. I am. Sir, your very humble fervant, 

Geo. Jackson, D. S. 

EJtv. Stanley J E/q, CuJlom^Houfe. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Jackfon to Mr, Stanley, dated the 
30M of March, 1776. 
Sir, Admiralty- Office, 

I am commanded by my lords commiffiohers of the admi- 
ralty to acquaint you, for the information of the commif- 
-lioners of the cuftoms, that no regard is to be paid to the 
licences, which you will fee by the letter I had the plea- 
fure of writing you on the 15th inftant, were granted by their 
lordfhips for the fhips Lord Rochford and Refolution, the ' 
merchant to whom they were granted haVing applied to 
their lordfhips- for new licences. I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Geo, Jackson, D. S. 
Edward StanleVy Efq, Cujlom-houfe. ' - 

B b 2 Mr. 
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Jfr. Stanley acquaints 3/r. J^ckfon what Ships Jiave cleared 
otit^ and Jailed for America with Goodsy in purfuance of 
: Licences^ dated April 2, 1776. 

Sir, Cujlom-Houfe^ London, 

I HAVE laid before the board your letter of the 30th ult. . 
acknowledging the receipt of my letter of the 29th, tran£. 
mitting an account of vefle Is which have entered out, and 
'of goods fhipped for North America, in purfuance of licences 
from the lords commiffioneis of the admiralty : .and I have 
the commiffioners direilions to acquaint you, that the (hip 
City of London, (one ot the Ihips mentioned in your letter) 
cleared out from this office the I3th ofMarch, and failed on 
her voyage from Gravefend the 1 8th of the fame nvonth ; 
and, that the (hi|> Advectturc entered her cargo on the l,5th 
of March Yprevious to their lordships' comn^artds for Hop- 
ping all licences, being kilo wn here) but the faid (hip is not 
cleared out, .which I am to defire you will; be pleafed to 
communicate to the lords of the admiralty for their lordfhips* 
information. i am, &c. 

Geo, Jack/on^ Efq. (Signed) Edw. Stanley. 

Copy of a Minute of the Board of Commiffioners i:dated the 2d 

<?/ April, 1776. .. . 
., THE fecretary laid before the board a letter from Mr. 
Jackfon, fecretary to the lords commiffioneis of the admi- 
ralty, of the 30th ult. in'confequence of the fecretary*s letter 
.of the preceding day, tranfmitting a lift of the Ihips which 
have been entered for North America undgr licences granted 
by their lordfliips, with the quantities of goods fhipped in 
purfuance thereof. Ancl the lords of the admiralty, having, 
by their fecretary's letter oT the 15th ult. "to this board, de- 
fired, that the licences granted for the fliips therein men- 
tioned may be flopped, where it can be done, and tranf- 
mitted to their lordfliips : the colleftor outwards is not to 
permit any entreaties to be made by virtue of.fuch licences, 
but to ftop the fame, purfuant to the minutes of the lyth 
ult. and to acquaint the board therewith ; and the fcr^rchers 
are not to fufFer any of the ihips under this circumflance to 
be cleared until further order. 

Copy of a Warrant from the Lords Commiffioners of his Ma^ 

' Ji/h'^ Treafury, dated the lid of April, 1776. 
' IVhitehally Treafury-Chavibers. 

AFl'EU our hearty commendations : Whereas Anthony 
M^vYS hath rcquefted permiffion to put on board the armed 

fhip 
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fhip the Refolution, Captain Edmund Hawker, thirty caflcs, 
containing 1350 gallons of Britifh brandy, being ftorcs ne- 
ceflarv for the ufe of the faid fhip; and we having taken tlie 
, fame into confideration, do hereby authorize and dired you 
to permit the faid Anthony Merry to put on board the faid 
fhip, the Refolution, the faid quantity of 1350 gallons of 
Britifti brandy, as ftores neceflary for . the ufe of the faid 
Ihip ; and for fo doing, this Ihall be your warrant. 

North. 
To our very loving friends the Com* C. Townshend. 

mijfi oners of his Majefly *s Cujiams. 13 E A u C H a \| p . 

Anthony Merry, permiffion tq Ihip 1350 gallons of Britifh 

brandy on board the Refolution, for the ufe of the Ihip's 

company. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Grey Cooper, Bart, dated the 
Wth (/April, 1776. 
Gentlemen, Trea fury-Chambers, 

MY lords commiffioners of his Majefty's treafury having 
employed Mr. Anthony Merry to fliip on board the veflels 
undermentioned a certain quantity of live ftock (to be af- 
certained by the invoices and bills of lading of fuch fhips) 
for the ufe of his Majefty's forces in North America ; and 
he having obtained the proper licences from the lords of the 
admiralty, in purfuance of the late aft of Parliament for ex- 
porting the faid live flock to Nortli America; and alfo for 
exporting fundry other articles of piovifions on his own ac- 
count: and the faid Mr. Merry having reprefented to my 
lords that he purpofes to take the faid live ftock on board 
the faid veflels at the port of Milford, in Wales, I am com- 
manded by their lordlhips to direft you to order your 
officers at the faid port of Milford, to fuffer the faid Mr. 
Anthony Merry to load on board the faid Ihip^ fuch live 
ftock, with their provender, fufficient for the voyage, with*- 
out any entry or clearance, in the fame manner as has been 
praftifed with tranfports in the fervice of government. 
1 am, Gentlemen, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Grty Cooper. 
The Le Soye Planter, Captain William Smith. 
The Mentor, Captain Jofcph Davis. 

The Lord Rochford, Captain James Lambert, 
The Princefs Royal, Captain Henry Smedley. 
The Refolution, Captain. Edmund Hawker. 

CQmmiJJioners of the Cu/loms, 

B b 3 Copy 
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Copy of a Minute of the Board of Cujiomsj dated the \2th of 
April, 1776. 
THE fecretary laid before the board a letter, which he re- 
ceived yefterday, after their rifing, from Sir Grey Cooper, 
6ne of th6 fecretaries to the lords of the tfeafury, fignifying 
that their lordfhips have employed Mr. Anthony Merry to 
fhip on board the veflels undermentioned a certain quantity 
of live ftock (to be afcertained by the i;ivoices and bills of 
lading of fuch fhips) for the ufe of his Majefty's forces in 
North America ; and he having obtained the proper licences 
from the lords of the admiralty, in purfuaace of the late aft 
of Parliament for exporting the faid live ftock to North 
America, and alfo for exporting fundry other articles of pro- 
vifions on his own account. And the faid Mr. Merry hav- 
ing reprefented to the lords of the treafury, that he pro- 
pofes to take the faid live ftock on board .the faid Veflels at 
the port of Milford, in Wales, Sir Grey Cooper is command- 
ed by their lordfhips, to direfl: the commiffioners to order 
their officers at the faid port of Milford, to fiifFer the faid 
Mr. Anthony Merry to loadDn board the faid fhips fuch live 
ftock, with their provender fufficient for the voyage, with- 
out any entry or clearance, in the fame manner as hasrbeen 
fraftifed with tranfports in the fervice of government. 

The Le Soye Planter, Captain William Smith. 

The Mentor, Captain Jofeph Davis. 

The Lord Rochford, Captain James Lambert. 

The Princefs Royal, Captain Henry Smedley. 

The Refolution, Captain Edmund Hawker. 

And the fecretary acquainted the board, that he fent a 
letter to the colleftor and comptroller of Milford, by laft 
flight's poft, with direftions to take eare that their lordfhips* 
commands be duly and ftridly obeyed. 

Copy of a Letter from the Colleilor and Comptroller £/" Milford 
• to the Commiffioners of the Cujioms^ dated the 2d of May, 
17T6, with five Licences, 

May it pleafe your Honors y 
IN purfuance of your honors* order, fignified in Mr. Stan- 
ley's letter of the 16th of March laft, herewith We tranfmit 
the copies of five licences granted by the lords of the admi- 
ralty to ftiip provifions for Bofton, in North America; and 
acquaint your honors, that the vefTelg are now in port, to 
receive the live ftock and provender, and that the other 
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articles mentioned in thq licences have been fliipped at 
London. We are, your honors moft obedient, 

And faithful fervauts, 
Cujiom-houfe^ Milford, J. Adams 

May 2, 1176. J. Tucke?. 

By the Commlffioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, ^c, 
IN purfuance of an aft paffed in the prefent feffion of 
Parliament, intituled, " An aft to prohibit all trade and 
intercourfe with the feveral colonies therein, mentioned," 
we do hereby authorize, licenfe, and permit William Davis, 
mafterof the fhip Mentor, of the burthen of 250 tons, to 
proceed v^^ith the faid (hip and carg6, confifting of the parti- 
culars fpecified in the fchedule annexed, from the port of 
London to the pdrt of Bofton, or any other town or place 
in North America, garrifoned or poflefled by any of his 
Majefty's troops, and not elfewhere ; anH there to unload 
and deliver the faid cargo, and to return from thence with 
his faid fhip to Great Britain or Ireland. This licence to 
fubfift and be in force from the day of the date hereof, un- 
til her return as aforefaid. 

Given under our hands, and the feals of the office of ad- 
miaalty, the 3d day of April, 1776. 
To all Flag Officers^ Captains^ Comman^ Sandwich. 
ders and other commijjioned Officers of Lisburne. 
his Majejlfsf/iips and ifeffels. H. Palliscr. 

By command of their Tordfliips> 
Geo, yackfon^ D. S. 

Cargo of the Ship Mentor, freighted by Mr. Anthony Merry, 
80 Chaldron coals, 200 head of oxen, 300 fheep, 100 hogs, 
50 doz. fowls, 5 tons Spanilh and Portugal wines aflbrted, 
5 tons French wines. Ale and beer, in cafks and bottles, 
amount 500/. Grocery, fuch as raifins, almonds, cun*anl€, 
loaf fugar, tea, dates, prunes, figs, pearl-barley, fago ana 
fago-powder, falop, pepper, and all other kinds of fpices 
and vermacelli, amount 'ZOOOL Muflard, vinegar, pickles, 
and fundry other eatable articles, from the oil-man, 
, value 200/. 2 Tons and a half cheefe, aflbrted ; 50 bar- 
rels Irifti tongues. Drugs — Bark, rhubarb, camphire, 
and other drugs, to the amount of 400/. 5 Tons to- 
bacco ; portable foup, to the value of 200/. 1000 gallons 
fallad oil, 25 barrels "anchovies, 20;000 oranges and le- 

B b 4 mons. 
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mons. Sundry hams, tongues, cheeks, fmoakcd beef, 
and other dried provifions, to the value of 400/. As 
many roots and greens, and other herbage, as the fhip 
can flow. 
Approved by the lords commiffioriers of the admiralty. 

Geo. Jackson, D. S. 
The like licences granted for fhipping the fame cargo on 
board the under-rfientioned (hips ; 

Le Soye Planter, William Smith, 276 tons. 
Lord Rochford, James Lambert, 300 
Princefs Royal, Henry Smedley, 174 

Cargo of the Ship Refolution, Edmund Hawker, Majlcry 
burthen 350 Jo«i, freighted by Mr, Anthony Merry, in 
purfuance of the like Licence, 

50 Head oxen, 50 (lieep, 50 hogs, 50 dozen fowls, 10 tons 
Spanifh, Portugal, TenerifFe, and Madeira wines, 5 tons 
French wines. Ale and beer, in calks and 'bottles, to 
the amount of 500/. Grocery, fuch as raifins, almonds, 
currants, loaf-fugar, tea, dates, prunes, iigs, pearl-bar- 
ley, fago and fago-powder, falop; pepper, and all kinds 
of fpices and vermacelli, amounting to 2000/. Muftard, 
vinegar, pickles, and fundry other eatable articles, from 
the oil-man, to the value of 300/. 2 Tons and a half 
cheefe, aflbrted ; 50 barrels Irifh tongues. Drugs — Bark, 
rhubarb, camphire, and other drugs, to the amount of 
800/. 5 Tons tobacco ; portable foup, to the value of 
800/. 1000 gallons fallad oil, 200 barrels anchovies, 
20,000 oranges and lemons. Sundry hams, tongues, 
cheeks, fmoaked beef, and other dried provifions, to the 
value of 500/. As many roots, greens, and other herb- 
age, as the fhip can flow. 
Approved by my lords commiffioners of tlie admiralty. 

Geo. Jackson, D. S. 

Alt Account ef Entries made in the Renown, John Kean,ye?r 
fioilon, by virtue of a Licence from the Lords of the Ad^ 
miralty^ granted to Samuel Smith, Feb. 3, 1776. , 

February 9, 1776. Samuel Smith, treafurer to the fociety 
for the relief of his Majefty's forces at Bollon, 273lb. of 
rice. 

J'ebruary 10. Idem. I Box and 3 cafes ftationary,, i paper 
parcel, and I box fnufF, 2 vallines, i box bedding, i box 
with bedftead, i bag, q. tables, 2 bags, q. pins and maU 
let \ 4 boxes, i cafk, i balket, and 3 barrels, q. cheefe ; 

\ calk 



A. 1775; DEBATES*' 377 

I ca{k hams, i butt porter, 4 fhrkinSy I fmall box and i fir- 
kin butter, 2 boxes cheefe* i box portable foup, i hogfhead 
. porter, i box inftruments, 10 hofpital tents in vallincs, lb 
bundles poles, 10 bags pins and tnaliets, 6 furgeon's tents in 
bags, 6 bundles poles and pins, 8 cafks ca()S, i box and 2 
barrels beef, 2 firkins butter, 2 keggs eggs, 3 barrels pota- 
toes, I box cheefe, icofkfuet, 2 barrels beef, 3 fii kins but- 
ter, 2 cafks peafe, 2 cafks flour, l cafk rice, i cafk apples, 
I cafk oatmeal i box 2 chcefes, 2 boxes cheefes, 2 barrels 
porter, 2 half hundred firkins butter, 6 hams, I barrel of 
tongues, 2 firkins butter, i barrel beer, i cafk tongues, 1 
cafli beef, i cafk hams and tongues, i box^loaths, i fir calk, 
I gun, I parcel, I cafk, i hogfhead porter, I cheft, q. 28 (land 
of arms, i box cartridges and flints, i halbert, i drum, I cheft 
medicines, l cafk fpirits, i package, 1 box 2 cheefes, I box 
raifins, tea, fugar, hams and tongues, i box fhoes, cheefe, 
and butter, i box, i cafk porter, I cafk hams, 2 hampers 
porter, 12 pair blankets, i box and cafk porter, I calk hams 
and cheefe, i cafk linen, 100 gallons fpirits, 2 barrels porter, 
I cheefe, 12 pieces Irifh linen, 20 pair flioes, 6 dozen hofe, . 

3 fmall parcels, i box cloaths, half a firkin butter, 2 hams, 

1 box drops, i barrel hams and tongues, 3 pans beef, i pan 
butter, I box oranges, i box lemons, i firkin red herrings, I 
roll brawn, i pan beef, i roll brawn, 3 cafks porter, i caflc 
pcafe and grits, 2 cafks cheefe, i calk hams, I barrel beef, I 
pocket tcllefcope, i cafk buiter, 2 fmall boxes and i cafk but- 
ter, 2 haras, 6 tongues, 2 boxes lace, 1 tierce hams and 
tongues, 2 hampers porter, 10 barrels beef, peafe, and cheefe,^ 

4 barrels butter, 1 box fadlery, i box, 1 box fhoes, 4 boxes 
optical glalTcs, i box cheefe, 3 calks beef and pork, 2 kegs 
tripe, 5 firkins butter, i firkin lard, 2 boxes of candles, I 
cafk cheefe, 3 cafks flour, 2 cafks peafe, I cafk of bifcuit, 

2 facks of com, 3 facks of potatoes, 5 puncheons of Ihoes, 
I barrel, lo fmall packages, 13 cafks, I pot, 4hoxes, 3 tubs, 
I ton, 1 keg, I hogfhead of I'undry neceflaries, I tierce of 
beef, 2 cafks of pork, 6 barrels of flour, 2 barrels of peafe, 
I barrel of potatoes, i barrel of cheefe, i cafk of bottled por- 
ter, I cafk of tongues, i cafk of garden feeds, 2 firkins of 
butter, 3 boxes candles, 3 flitches of bacon, i cafk of feeds^ 
I fet of maps, 6 tons of candles in 84 boxes, 32 firkins of 
butter, 10 bafkets of cheefe, 7 puncheons of hams, tongues, 
hogs* heads, and beef, 6 boxes of lemons, 6 boxes of oranges, 

I box 
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tbodcdiefnuts, i box of almonds, 12 firkirts of red herrings, 

. 12 )ars of raiiins, i box plumbs, 7 parcel 3 dozen of (almon, 
.1 cafk of pine-apple cheefe, 12 barrels of apples, i barrel of 
hams and tongues, 3 pans of beef, i pan of batter, I box of 
Granges, i box of lemons, i firkin of red. herrings, i roll of 
brawn, i pan of beef, i roil of collared brawn, 30 boxes and 
parcels, 30 barrels of (hoes, i cafk, i caik porter, i cafk 

.. potatoes, ] cafk bifcuit, i cafk, i firkin of batter, 4. caiks 
of cheefe, i cafe of tongues, i cafk of eggs, i cafk of pickles, 

1 cafk of hams, 4 cafks of beef, i cafk of tripe, 2 boxes of 
candles, half a lx)x of raifins, i cafk of peafe, 2 boxes of 
garden feeds, I chefl of oranges, half a firkin of butter, i 
cafk of pork, 2 barrels of beef, 2 firkins of butter, 2 kegs of 
eggs, 3 tierces of potatoes, i box of cheefe, I cafk of fact, 

2 cafks of peafe, i cafk of tripe, 2 boxes of candles, 20 tons 
of cheefe, 50 puncheons of molaffes, iSoocwt. fuet, 6ocwt. 
of dried flour:, 2 kegs egp;s, 3 barrels of potatoes, i box of 
cheefe, i cafk of, fuet, 18 bales of baize, 4000 waiflcoats, 

. ij& bales q. 8000 men's hofe, 2400 hofe in 15 cafks, 8000 

men's caps, 8000 mitts and gloves in 16 cafks, 4 C2(flu, q. 

2400 women and children's hofe, i cafk, q. 4000 efience 

fpruce. 
February 2^. Samuel Smith, 12,7141b'. leather fhoes. Watt& 

and Potter, for Samuel Smith, 22,5611b. cat tobacco. 
Fihruary lb, Samuel Smith, 3icwt. 171b. Smyrna raifins, and 

] 108 effence fpruce, 61b. 140Z. filver lace, 

. Wm. Bates, Dep. Coll. 
J. Hume, Dep. Compt. 

An Account ef Goods Jhipped /or America, by virtue of Licences 
granted by the. Lords Commiffiomrs of the Admiralty^ agreeable 
to the CommiJJioners' Minute^ dated May 7, 1776. 

Pert of ') Ship City of London, John Mc. Yaizeny Afafier^ 
London, j bound to Boflon ; cleared March 13, 1776. 

Cargo. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioners of the 

Admiralty. 

Charles Mc. Kenzie. 3642 yards Iriffi linen, 4870 yards 
Britifh hnen, 515 yards fquare printed Britifh linen, 
Qcwt. apothecaries, i6881b. tallow candles, 561b. looz. 
iewing.filk and filk hofe, 3000 ells fail-cloth. March 13, 
1776. 

Idem* 
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Idtm. 84cwt. 2qrs 81b. glafs, q. ftrong beer. March 9. 

Idem, 864 Packs playing-cards, March 6, . 

Idem. 5 Tons ftfong beer. March 6. 

John Edingion and Son. 2 1 Chaldron coals. March 8. 

Charles Mc. Kenzie, 8c wt. Wjiite flint glafs. March 4. 

/dem. 27 Demy cambrics. March 4. 

Idem. 2880 Pieces, q. 50Gwt. green glafs. March 2. 

Idem. 2880 Pieces, q. 5cxwt. green glafs, aild 700 gallons 
beer.' March 2. 

Jdem. 2 Hogsheads gingerbread, 51506 gallons Briti(h brandy. 
March 2. 

Lewis Afc, Cullofk. 12 Barrels White herrings, to barrels 
red hqr rings. Feb. 29. 

^/ex, and Cha. Me. Kenzie. 30501b foap. Feb. 29. 

Charles Mc. Kenzie, 18851b. tea. March 8. 

Idem. lolb. Silver lace, 7765 yards Britifti linen, 2CUft^ ha* 
berda(hery, i8oIb. ftufFs; March 11. 

Idem. 33 Gallons French wine. March 11. 

Idem. 2qrs. Sago, 261b. fenna, 4cwt. 141b. currants* Few 
bruary 29. 

Idom, 248 Gallons port wine, 61b. quickfilver, i81b. bal* 
fam capivi, 241b. cortex Peru, 6lb. camharides, I2lb. 
fenni, 18 lb. manna^ 61b. ipecacuanha, 31b. faffron, 61b, 
allocs, 61b. rhubarb, 54 dozen open tapes, 6 dozen ftraw 
hats, 12,500 lemons, 61b. nutmegs, 61b. cinnamon, 4lb. 
mace, 41b. cloves, /61b. pimento. March 12. 

Idem. 3945cwt. Tobac^co cut, 174 gallons Rhenifli wine, 
39 gallons and a half fallad oil, 19 barrels anchovies, 
653 gallons port wine, 1 10 gallons French wine, locwt. 
prunes, ^ocwt. currants, 20cwt. Smyrna raifins, 7cwt« 
3 qrs. i2lb. figs, 5cwt. 2qrs. 151b. raifins folis, 6cwt. 
2qrs. 2811>. ells narrow German linen, 20 Silefia lawns, 
q. 156 yards Hollands whited, 3 coflaes, 44 pieces and a 
half long cloths, 168 • pieces four-tenths callicoes, ,q. 
869 yards fquarc printed linen, and 1665 yards fquarc 
printed callico, 6lb. quickfilver, i81b. balfam capivi, 
241b. cortex Peru, 61b. cantharides, I2lb. fenna, 2olb# 
manna, 61b. ipecacuanha, 31b. faffron, 61b. rhubarb, 
61b. aloes cicotrina, 9cwt. 3qrs. 81b. ells drilling ; 4cwt. 
3qrs. ells Ruflia linen, 2ocwt> Irifli faked butter, 50 
calks beef and pork. March 4. 

Idem* 90cwt. 3qrs. 2 lib. Britilh refined fugar, 11,175 
yards Irifti linen, 9531 yards Britifli linen, 491b 8oz, 
fevving-filk, 7olb. iilk in pieces, 44cwt. 2qrs. I4lb. 

ground 
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ground fogar, 410 yards Britifh cheequcd linen, 35 tons 
ftrong beer, 10 tons wrought iron, 10 tons cbcefe, 
20c wt. haberdafliery, 12 dozen fhod fhovels, 100 dozen 
felt, and 20 dozen cador hats, iSoolb. wrought lea- 
ther, 5000 pieces earthen ware, 20 wt. pewter, 20c wt. 
brafs, 30 dozen plain leather gloves, 200 fniall grof* 
tobacco-pipes, 7cwt. fluffs, 251b. gold lace, 42 dozen 
womens* fluff* fliocs, q. iSc^b. wrought leather, 50 do- 
zen mens* worfled hofe, 3cwt. apothecaries, 50 double 
baize, 10 tons molafles, 2ocwt.. bifcuit, thread and cot- 
ton hofe, flationary, flops, painters oil and colours, 
pickles, falts; cabinet, tia, and turnery wares, hams, 
upbolftery, flower of muftard, breeches pieces, toys, and 
Irifh linen, value 3000/. and 100 pieces Britifli linen, 
5c wt. confeflionary. Feb. 27. 
Searchers Office^ Cvftom-Houfe^ May 9, 1776. 

Port of > Ship Lord Rochford, James Lambert, Maftcr^ 
London.) bound to Bofton ; cleared k^x A 13, 1776. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiflioners of the 

Admiralty. 
Anthony Merry, 599 Gallons port wine, 384 gallons fallad 
oil, 25 finglc barrels anchovies, 6ocwt. Lexia raifins, 
April II. , 
Idem, 5000 Lemons. April 12. 

Idem. 50c wt. cheefe, 3 tons ftrong beer, flour of muftard, 
pickles, portable foup, Britifli hams, tongues, cheeks, 
fmoaked beef and vegetables, value 500/. April 10. 
Searcher s-OfficCy Cvjiom-Houfe^ Mayi3,i776. 

Port of '\Ship Refolution, Edmund Hawker, Majler^ hound 
London.) /^Bofton; cleared k'^xW 13, 1776. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords CommifEoners of the 

Admiralty. 
Anthony Merry. 186 Gallons French wine, 274 gallons port 
wine, 320 gallons port wine, 281 gallons Spanifli wine, 
144 gallons fallad oil, 176 gallons fallad oil, 43 fingle 
barrels anchovies, loocwt. Lexia raifins. Apr. 11. 
Idem. 11,000 lemons. March 12. 

Idem, 5ocwt. cheefe, 3 tons flrong beer, flour of muftard, 
pickles, portable foup, hams^ tongues, cheeks, fmoaked 
beef, and vegetables, value 500/. April 10. 
Searchers Office y Cujiom-Houfe, May 9, 1776. 

Port 
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Port of \ Ship Renown, John Kqan, Majitri hound 
London. I 6ofton; r/^«r^^ March 4, 1776, • 

C A R,0 O. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioncrs 9f the 

Admiralty.. 
Samuel Smith. 50 Puncheons molaffes, 20 tons cheefe, 8r, 

packages for the army. March 4. • j 

Idem. I Hogfliead ftrong beer. Feb. 17. 
Idem. 60 Barrels rice, q. 27 3cwt. Feb. 13.. 
Idem. 8| Apptiiecaries purging falts, March 27. 
Idem. 12,7141b. Wrought leatlier fhoes. March 26. ^ 
Idem. 3 icwt. 171b. Smyrna raifiiis, 373 effence of fpruce. 

April 26. 
Idem. 61b. 140Z. Silver lace. April 27. 
SearcherS'O^cey Cujiom-Houfcy May 9, 1776. 

I Port of \Shtp Le Soye Planter, William Smith, Mafier^ 
London. ) bound t9 Bofton ; cleared April 6, 1776. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioniers of tlic 

Admiralty. 
Anthony Merry, '\^o Cafks, q. I30cwt. nails, March 4, 1776. 
Relanded j By licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 

50 Chaldron coals, March 2, 1776. Vij 
licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
Relanded. "l 46 Boxes tin plates, value 115/. March 13, 
j 177^- By licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
56001b. Cut tobacco, ;i90 gallons Portugal 
wine i 6 jars, q. 144 gallons fallad oil ; 25 
fmgle barrels of anchovies. March 14, 
1776. By licence, dated Feb. 16, 1776. 
(d Caiks, q. 25cwt. pewter., 2 trunks, q. 99 
j pieces, Irifh Imen; 4 bales, q. 2609 yards 
Bririrti chequed linen, at 7^. and not ex- 
Relandetl all J ceeding i^. 6d. per yard ; i Bale, q. 42 
but cheefe, ^ pieces, Manchefter velvets; 20 chelis, 
q. 24c\vt. 24U). crown clafs ; 6 calks fta- 
tionary, value 2^0/. 42 baikets, q. 5ocwt. 
I, Britifli cheefe. By licence, dated Feb. 16. 
Searchen-Ojffice^ Cujtom-Houfe^ May 9, 1776. 

Port of \ Ship Jamcfon and Peggv, J. Patterfon,, Afa/?^r, 
London. J bound to ^o^ow \ f/^«»^^<^ April 18,-1776. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the Lord. Commiffioners of the 

. ' Admiralty, 
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yoffuts Ander/ott, 47 Hogflieads, q. 359cwt. 3qrs. igH). Bri- 
tifli refined fugar in loaves ; 3 hogfheads, q. 25cvrt. iqr. 
l61b. of Britilli refined fugar in lumps ; I bogfhead, q. 
9cwt. 3qrs. i8Ib. ftarch ; i cafk, q. i^olb. blue, ^o boxes, 
q 2ocwt. foap ; 4 boxes, q. 2cwt. 151b. of caqd.y > 5 ca(k$, 
q. 6qrs. barley. March 18, 1776. 

Gib/on and Co. A cafe, q. 864 packs of playing card$. 
March 18. - 

James Anderfon, 5 Pipes, q. 713 gallons port wine. March 13. 

Jbitto. 10 Puncheons, q. 1152 gallons rutn. Jan. 12. 

Ditto* 38 Pipes, q. 3288 gallons of port wine ; 52 hogfheads, 

16999 gallons of port wine ; 4 pipes, q. 7595 gaHons 
ifbon and port wine ; 2 butts, q. 256 gallons of dpan'ifh 
wine, 8 hogfheads, q. 766 gallons Spani0i wine; l8f 
chefts, q. 270 gallons French wine. March 14. 
Ditto. I52cwt. 2qrs. Green glaf?. March 14. 
Searchers-Office^ May 9, 1776. 

Port of \ Ship Pallas, Henry Mc. h^ichhny Majicrt bound to 
London.) Boflon ; r/tf^r^^/ir Nova Scotia, April 4, 1776. . 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licence from the I^ords Commiffioners of the 

Admiralty. 
Richard fFatlin^on, lO Barrels, q. i icwt. i '^Ib. figs ; 9 barrels, 

q. 2ICWI. iqr. ,271b. currants; 6 barrels, q. jicwt. 131b* 

Smyrna raifins; i barrel, q. 2cv^7t. lolb. fwcet almonds ; 

10 boxes, q. 2cwt. iqr. 71b. raifins folis ; 3 boxes, q. 

icwt. 3 qrs. lolb French prunes; 3 barrels, q. 5cwt. 

3qrs. i61b. French prunes. March 15, 1776. 
Ditto, 4 Bales, q. 27cwt. 2qrs. 271b. ells of drilling. 

March 19. 
Ditto. 2 Trunks, q. icvvt. haberdafhery ; 3 1 lb. gold lace ; 

591b. filver lace. March 19. 
Ditto. I Cafe, q. 1051b, fewing filk ; icwt. haberdafliery. 

March 20. 
Ditto.' 70 Hogfheads, q. 2i2cwt. iqr. iglb. Britifh refined 

fugar in loaves.. March 9. 
Ditto. 30 Barrels, q. 43cwt. 3qrs. 1 31b. ftarch ; 13 barrels, 

q. I9cwt. 2qrs. hair powder. March 18. 
Ditto, 15 Cafes, q. 20,974 yds Iriih linen ; 12,034 yds. 

JBritifli chccqued linen ; 105 ps. Jrifh Jinen ; 3pcwt. iqr. 

ells narrow German linen ; 7^2 yds. fquare printed 

linen; 10 chefts, q. 180 gallons fal lad oil; 3 chefts, xj. 

36 gallons French olives ; 2 chefts, q. .2l6jD,xapers ; i 

chcft, q» 4 barrels anchovies. March 9, . • 

Ditt9. 
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J^itto. 29 Puncbeons, q. -35601b. wrought leather in (hoes, 
1332 fbiftSy 65eK) (hirts and apparel, March 12. 

Ditto. I Trunk, q. 24 ps. Britifti linen. March 12. 

jD;V/«. 1 1 Puncheons, q. 46cwt. 2qrs. iglb. tanned leather, 
in foles and heels. March 12. 

Ditto. 3 Cafes, i trufs, and 8 trunks, ftalionary. M^rch 13. 

Ditto. qi6o Hams, 40^fkcts checfe^ 5) boices. ditto, 40 boxes 
bacon. March 13. 

Ditto. 4 Bales, q. 50 p$. (luffs ; 4 boxes pickles. March 13. 

Ditto. I Bale, q. 20 ps. ferges. March 19. 

Ditto. 6 Ca(ks, q. iicwt. 2qrs. apothecaries; 1481b. fago, 
131b. ipecacuanha, 651b. bark, 741b. manna, 2lb. opium, 
6olb. fenna* 

Ditto. I Box, I caik, i cafe, q. 34oU>. bark ; 200cwt. pearl 
harley, March 20. . [ 

Ditto, 21 Calks, q. I22cwt. wrought iron ; 32 cafes, q. 310 
dozen woollen hofe, 20 dpzen felt hats,' 33 dozen ci^ftor 
hats, 26cwt. haberdafliery ; 33 bales, q. 15,968 yards 
Britifli Imen, 26 fingle baize, 2900 yards flannel,'^25 
double baize, 28 fuigle ditto and Bath coating, value 20o/. 
2 drumvalts, q. 80 dozen felt hats; 37 trunks, q. 841b. 
wrought filk hofe ; 4071b. filk in pieces, and thread and 
cotton hofe, and worfted breeches pieces. March 8. 

Ditto. 3 Bales, q. 35 Spanifti cloths. March 13. 

Ditto. 2 Bales, q. 19 vyhite cloths. Mardi i j. . 

Searchers-Office^ Mdiy ig^ I J *j 6. 
N. B. There is a petition before the commiflSoners, to permit 

this fhip to alter her voyage. 

The documents altered by indorfements, by order of the com- 

miffioners, March 29, 1776. 

Port of \^Ship Mentor, Wm. Davis, Maft^ti hound to Bofton, 
London. J c/^^r^ii April 6, 1776. 

C A R iG O. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords Commiffioncrs of tlic 

Admiralty.^ ( 

"^Anthony Merry, 6 Calks, g."25cwt. pewter, 

2 trunks, q. 99 ps.Irifh linen *, 1; bale§, q. 

P , , , ,; 2609 yds. Britifti checqued linen ; 1 bale, 

but chSfe \ ^- 4^ P^- Mancbe^ek' coHons ; 20 chefrs, 

vwi wiwM?. J q 23cwt. 241b.' ctOWn glafs ; -fi cafes fta- 

tionary, valued at 250/. 4:;? b^flUts trhe^e. 

March 14, 1776. • 



I 
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"Idein. 46 boxes tin plates, value 115/; 60 
cafks, q. i6ocwt. nails; 6cafk5, q, 25cwt. 
pewter ; 7 bales, iq. 174 ps. ftufis ; 1 151b. 
40Z. q. (ilk and worftcd mixt ; I cafe, q. 16 
R landed 1 ^^' Manchefter cotton ; 20 cherts, q. 23cwt. 
^ 241b. crown glafs; 2 trunks, q. 116 pieces 
Irirti linen ; 4 bales, q. 2612 yards Britifh 
cliecqu'd ; I bale, q. 37 pieces Manchefter 
cottons ; 29 tierces and cafks, q. 3038 grofs 
L corks. March 13. 
Idem, 10 Cafks, q. 324 gallons Portugal wine ; 
6 jars, q. 144 gallons fallad oil ; 25 fingle 
barrels anchovies. March 14. 
''Idem, 2 Bales, q. 30 tanned hides, and 5 doz, 
Relanded. \ tanned calf fkins. March 14. 

Jdem, 24 bales, q. 1 3o fhort cloths. March 15. 
Searchers-Office^ March 29, 1776. 
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Port of \Sbip Adventnre, Henry Monro, Majiery hound for 
London. ) Bort«n ; cleared for Nova Scotia and Canada, 
April f2, 1776. 

C A R O O. 

By virtue of a Licence from the Lords CommifEoners of the 
; Admirahy. 

James Chrifk, 23 bales, q. 220cvvt. 3qrs. 251b. ells N. Ger- 
man linen ; i8cwt. iqr. 2olb. ells Ruffia. drilling ; iqr. 
Heffian canvas; 4cwt; 2qrs. ellsbanafs; 4 cafes, q. 158 
ps. one-tenth callicoes; 43 ps. one-third long cloth ; 324 
yds. Silefia dinper; 1558 yJs. fquare printed; 20 cotton 
romals ; 60 filk ditto; 12 cafks, q. loolb, nutmegs; lolb. 
cloves; lolb. cinnamon; iclb. mace; 2cwt. fweet al- 
monds ; 4c wt. raifins of Snxyrna ; 2cwt. French prunes ; 
2cwt. currants ; 3qrs. 251b. cocoa. March 21. 

G'lbfon and Co. A cafe, q. 1800 packs playing cards. Mar. 18. 

James Chrlfiie, A cafe, q. 473 yds. fquare printed Britifh cot- 
ton. March 21. 

Idem. 24 cafks,;q. 62 1| gallons port wine; 2 cafes, q. 6oolb. 
jefuil's bark. March 20. 

Idem, i67cwt. 2qrs. green ^Txk. March 22. 

Idem. 14 cherts, q. 41061b. hohea tea; lo cherts, q. 662lb. 
byfon tea ; 2 chefls, q. i59ib. congou ; 4 cherts, q- 26ilb. 
. finglo tea. March 21. 

Idem. 15 Cafks, q. 6ooolb. pepper. March 21. 

John Watfon. iicwt. J Greenglafs. March 20. 

James Chriftle. 5 Bales, q. 76cwt. 2qrs. gib. ells narrow. 

' German^ 



Germany sqrt. I^ih. f^HiHeffian canvas, 2 qrs. 151b. ellt 
(jprvic^ la^nvas. M^rdl 20. 
The docpments al|:(eredi by endorfementSy by order of the 
commifBonerfy March 29, 1776. 

Portof\Shtp Minenra, John Callahan, Ma/hr^ b9undt$ 
London. ) fiofton. 

Cargo. 
By virtue of a Licencpiirom the Lords Cocnmiffiooers of the 

Admiraky. 
David Green, lolb Nutmegs, 00 calks of beef, 40 calks 
pork, 31b. cloves,. 31b. mace^ 81b. of cinnanion. April 

a9» ^776. 

Idem, 2ioqrs. Englifli wheat ground, 7icwt. 2qr8. 5lb. 
Britifli refined fugar in loaves, 5601b. Englifh hard foap, 
5 tons cyder, 6ocwt. bread, value ^o/. to flitches 
b^oon, 100 firkiris butter, 4^Hischee(e, looqrs. peafe^ 
loqrs. oats, loqrs. barley; mutton, hams, torigues^ 
potatoes, picklest and flour-muftsrd^ irdue iqqL 
. April 29. 

Idem. 24cwt. 6Ib. rice. May r. 
SearfberS'Offlce,Maji%tfl'jjO, 

Port ^ 'I Ship Princ^ Royal, WiUiam Sxhedky, MafiiTf 
Londpoi I bound u Uq^ou. 

Cargo.. 
By virtiie of a Licence from the Lords Commiflioners of the 

Admiralty^. 
Antho^ Merry. 247 Gallons 5paoi(h wine, 224 gj^IIons 
failad oil, 25 fingle barrels^ of anchovie^ jocwt. 3qrs. 
I4|b. Lexia raifin^ April 3, 1776. 
Idem. 5ocwt. Cheefe, 3 tons (Irong beer, floar of mpftard, 
pickles, portable foup, Brit4A bams, {{^Iglies, cheeks, 
an<i fmoaked beef, v^Iue 400/. April lo. ' 
Searcher$*Office^ May 2|, 1776. 

lift of the Out'Ports^ with the Dates of the JRetiprn^^ and 
when received. 

Dates of the Whp{ 

Ports. Returns. tffi^iyeif* 

- 1776. , .?776- 
Aldbprough ,.' j May 11. 

Aberyftwith -r— . Js- ,„M(»y»/>: ,. 

ypi. JII. Cc iiri»&ak. 
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Dates of the 


fTben 


Ports. 




jRetums* 


received, 






1776. 


1776. \ 


Arundel 








Berwick — 


- «^ 


May 13. 


May i^v 


Black ney and Clay 


13- 


14. 


Bbfton — 




11^ 


14- 


Bridgewatcr 




13- 




Barnftaple 




14. 




Bidcford — 


-p^ 


14. 


«7- 


Beaumaris 




^3- 


17- 


Bridlington 




14. 


17. 


Briftoi — 




ii. 




Colcheftcr 




II. 


»3- 


Cardiffe 








Chichefter 




II. 


»3- 


Cowes — 




II. 


»3* 


Cardigan 


i!- 


»3. 


:j: 


Carlille — 


— , ■ 


14. 


. Dover. ^ — 


— 


i> 


14. 


Deal — 




II. 




Dartmouth 




14. 




Exeter — 


— 


> I* 


17. 


Faverfliam 




^3- 




Fowcy — 




15. 


to. 


Falmouth 




13- 


'7« 


Glouceftcr 




^Z' 


»S- 


Gwcck — 


•« 


13- 


»7- 


Harwich 




II. 


;i: 


Hull 




n* 


Ilfricombe 




>3- 




Ipfwich — 


'^^ 


II. 


»3- 


Lafiq^fter 








Lynn Regis 




»3- 




Lyme Regis- 




II. 


>3- 


Looc — 




14* . 


»7- 






18. 


20. 


Liverpool 




14- 


18. 


Milford 








Maldon — 


-— 


13* 


14. 


Minehead 




14. 




Ncwcaftlc 




13- 




Newhaven 




II* 


13. .. 


Pool- . — 




13- 


>5' 


PortTmOQth 


• — 


^3- 





Prefloa 
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Prcfton •*- --^ May 14. Majr. 17. 

Pcnryn — ^ i3- '^7* 

Plymouth — -^ 14^ 

Pchzancc — *- 13* 274 

ftodicftcr ' 14. 15. 

Rye --* ' 14. 16. 

Stockton «^ 12* 16. 

Sandw'rch , ^ , 14* 15. 

Shorehatn — — »- 13.^ 

Somhwold ' • '^3* '6#. 

Sunderland ■ ' ■ ' ' 'J* i6« 

• Southaniptom ^ it. 13. 

Srarborough 14. ' 17, , 

St. Ives — — ^V . "^^^ 

Swanfey lo.. ao. 

Truro — — '3* ^7* 

Whitehaven l6, 

Weymouth — I5, 17* 

p Whithy — — 12. 15* . 

Woodhidge ■■ li» * 

Wells — .: II. 14. • 

Yarmouth 11, 13. 

Ports not received. 

Chepftow, Chcfter, Lanelly, 

Padftow, Scilly, and Wifbcch. 

Port of \ Report from the Officers in the Long Rmn, dated 
London. ) May 22, 1776. 

THE accounts delivered to the board, the 22dof May, 1776, 
were not finifhed till lad night at nine o'clock* Not with- 
{landing the ciofeft application poffible, ever fincc receiving 
the minute of the 6th inftantt the attendance upon the ac- 
counts above-mentioned prevented our<pmpIeating the whole* 
In the remaining^ccount there isa vaft deal of work^ and wiU 
take up a confiderable time to compleat : it is impoffible to fix 
a certain time, but as near as we Can judge it may be five or fix 
months. 

The Renown, cleared March 4, 1776* 

Le Soye Planter, cleared April 6. 

Mentor, cleared April 6. .i,. 

City of London, cleared March 17. 

iamefon and Peggy, cleared April x8» 
.efolotion, cleared April 1 3» :. 

Lord Rocbford, deartd Ajx^il 13* ' 

Cc2 ^^a«^v 
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Pal la^, clf fired April 4. 1 Having altered the defiiiyation 
AdvcJitdre, cleared Ap. 12. /of th^jr voyage forNpYaScolia 
PriiTcefs Royal, clear^ April 13, pjr Boftoq. 
MiivBxva altered her vpyage to Barbadoes, not ctjeiced. 

Wm. Bate*. D.tpoll. 
. . j. HuME^D. Co^pt. 

May 9, . . : 

Th^ order of the d^y for goin^ into a conimittee on the 
felons* bill. Rieht iionourabl^ T, Townjh^^nd' l^A^ the 
noble Ijord [Lord North] inftead of bringing in a hifl of this 
importance, which led to an alteration of the whole fyftem 
of ourmminal law, at U^e end of the feflibn, wbeaQne half 
of the members, if ^DOt more, were out of towv, Ihould 
either Uave brought 1 1 in earlier, or if that was not praSi- 
cable, ihould have deferred it till the next feflion^ |1F the 
noble Lord's views were direfted only to increafing the 
power of the crown, already too extenfive, he wished him 
to fpe^l^ out; if that w^s not his motivCj he called upon his 
Lordfllip to flate any one ground of probability of its anfwer- 
ing the purpofes prediAed by its friends and Uipporten^ 
. Lord Irnham laid, davery in any fhape, or upon any pre- 
tence,- was no lefs abhorrent to the fpirit of the conftitution 
than to the feelings of an Englilhman; but if this bill was 
fufFered to pafs into a law, it would familiarife the lower or- 
. der of the people to tliat abjeft condition. In thofe coun- 
tries where the p^iniftiment of flavery was jnflifted, the confe- 
6uence of convifiion operated but very weakly. At Mar^ 
leill.es, in particular, he fa^ no perfons who feeftied to be 
h^pier than th^ ^aves on board the gaJlies ; they traded and 
aflociated witb each other, and Teemed perfeftly Content. 
Confequently that the principal argument urged in favour df 
the bill, that it would put a ftop to and check the growing 
enormities of the tiipes, was ill-founded, for, in his opinion, 
ft would have the'Tcrjr contrary efieft. He hoped the veX- 
nifter woul4 not on th^s, as on every other occafion,' excrcife 
his boafted inthhefs, merely to (hew his power in ieveiy 
matter, great or fmall, in which oppolitioq took a part. 

Sir George Yonge faid, he had n^ade jt his bufipefs to in- 
quire, and had found that the nuixiher of tranfports in this 
kin^om was on an average about 1 500 annually. That 
the Trinity Houfe would find employraeht but for a few, no 
more than could be properly employed lii fcouring the rjyer 
Thames, oppofite the cities pf -fjondoi^ and Weftipinfter. 

V' • That 
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Thit ertijployiljg the felons in the ftveral cotifttiet, would 
dreatfe i4rt iitinienfe expence. Houfe^ 6f correaion muft hi 
creftcd, perfoilS paid for rflaaagihg thettij whieh, t^rhh tli4 
^JJ ad4 tt^^ taxes, tuirnpike-road^^ iltid pdot's-rate?, would 
crieati flich a burthen, as it wbuld be impoffiblt for the tnid^ 
dling and lower orders of the people to fupport. - 

Mr. EdeH faid, he had a hand in bringing in the bill,' ao4 
had tdked. infinite pains to gain every poiiibfe information^ 
both astdits propriety, (Expediency, and probable ^ffefts: 
He had confulted Ibme of the learned judges, ahd convferfed 
with feveral eminent gentlemen of the long robe bh* the fuBr 
jeft, and they all unanimoufly approved of 'thi6 principle 6f 
the bill. He was therefore for going Into a CottlmJttfcJj 
where the bill might receive fuch amehdments as ^lt^6uid 
render it p^llatable to all parties. Perfon? conviSed of Ifei 
yeral fpecies of felony might receive punifhments fuiteil i6 
the nature of their crimes Some might be fcnt to gatrifort 
places fituated in unwholefome climates ; others might h6 
. inade to work,' and confined in houfes of correftion ; other* 
again be employed in preferving the navigation of river^: 
and finally the duration of the punilfament nfiig^t ht yari.cd; 
fothe for a lotiger, ibme for a ihorter time, and others 
during their lives. i 

Right honourable T. Towz^/Jiertd fziiy he uhderftood thatja 
bill was intended to be brought in, relative t!6 the houfes df 
correflion ; that it was to be printed, and me^t to be fent 
into the country. Why not do the fame with the prefeiit, 
and fend both bills together? He objefted ffrongly tb'k 
claufe in the bill, which impowers his Majefty to mitigate 
puhifhmentis. This was what be would never confent to, 
becaufe it would throw a power Ihto the hands of the crownj 
which might be the means of perverting juftice. The mi- 
nifier might exercife this power a& he pleafed. He would 
bcfidcS be conftantly teafed by applications. He did not 
at all approve of departing or altering that fundamental prin* 
eiple in our criminal law, that the King may pardon crimes, 
but not alter punilhments Wheh once incurred. 

Sir Itlchard button approved of the bill, as putting a fto|i 
tb fanguihary punifhinentSy which wer6 a difgrace to our g^o» 
tefnment 

Sir Philip Jinnings Clerk againft the bill, becaufe it rd\.tA 
ttw powers in the crowrt, and laid a foujddation fo^ InterJ 
rupting the general juftice of the nation. 

Mr. Popham (of tlic fame opinion with the laft honour- 
C c 3 able 
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able gentleman} and if tbe bill were Icls ezcepdooaUe* be 
thought tbe nutter of oiudj too great conieqoeacc to be 
homed ihrougii at tbe condtifion of afe^n. 

Mr Gilbert fur goin^^into tbe committee, eitbert0 amend 
the bill, fo as to pais it into a law, or if that ibouU*i|0^ h6 
^^pToy/tA of, to have it printed and fent into the country. 

Mr WtfmuM for the bill. Was perfcdiy fatisfied that hard 
labour would be much more terrible than death to three* 
fourths of thofe who annuallj make their exit at Tyburn. 

Sir Jofepb Mawbey againft the bill, \\1iy not fend tbe 
tranfports to the Floridas, tbe P2aft Indies, the Well India 
iilands ; all of which were a continual annual drain of men 
from this country i 

Gorernor Johnftone expreded his diflike of the bill very 
ilrongljr, and was fevere on Lord North for being zealoua 
in its fuppi/rt* He faid, tliat the people having flavery daily 
before their eyes, it would at feogth become familiar to 
them. That our law, convinced of the effed of habit, had 
excluded butchers from ferviog on juries in criminal cafes, 
as from being habituated to fee pain and agony, it renders 
ttiem callous, obdurate, and hard-hearted. 

Col.* On/ldM for the bill. Was of opinion, that it would 
put a flop to robberies of all kinds. 

Mx, Solicitor General faid, it was intended as a bill of expe- 
riment, more particularly to anfwer tbe fpur of the occafion. 
When tranquillity was reftored to America, the ufual mode 
of tranfportation might be again adapted. The nation 
would at the end of a year or two be enabled to judge of its 
propriety. Two aflizes, and four quarter- feffions, would di£r 
cover any defcfts which might be in tbe bill. The ad* 
vantages, or difadvantages would in that period be known i 
and if the bill was worih preferving, it might be made per* 
fc£l, if not, it might be totally repealed. 

Mr. Powis againft the bill, becaufe it made no diilinAion 
in the crimes, nor in the mannei: of treating the convi£ls. 

Mr. Mackworth for the bill, but wlflied it to be put off 
till next year; as a notion prevailed without doors, that 
pvfry thing tranfafied in that Houfe was hurried through 
without copflderation or enc^uiry ; and (hat the whole tenor 
of our recent aAs of legiilation have a tendency to abridge 
the liberties of the people. The Houfe divided ; aye3 97t 
noes 18. The Houle then went into the con^mittee, Rn4 
filled op the biaxiks. 
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May 10. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] moved, H That hit 
Majefty's colonies in America be continued upon the fame 
footing of giving and granting their money, as his Majefty'^ 
itibjeds in Ireland are, by their own reprefentatives.'' He 
faid, there was no neceflity for going into a long difcuilion 
of the ftate of America, or the confequences which, might 
be expected from our obftinately perfilUng to coerce them, 
which hie ventured to foretell we ftiould never be able to 
efied. Powerful as thofe motives might appear to perfons 
who meafured right only by the probable fuccefs of cffeitr 
ing wrong ; the equity and jufiice of the £ngli(h nation, bo 
hoped, would be called forth by reafons of a different na« 
ture. He truiled that fentiment would effeA what nothing 
but fhort-iighted intereft could ob(lru£t; and that every 
part of this wide-extended empire would experience the 
happy confequences of a mild, free, and benign govern-^ 
menL He condemned the conduA of adminiftration in 
ftrong terms. He urged themr either to accept of prelimi- 
naries for peace with America, from the wifdom and induf- 
'try of individuals in the legiflature, out of officie, or to fub» 
fiitute other preliminaries of their own framing, which 
fhould be more juft and falutary. He believed, that even 
the fanguiae abettors of government now gave up all 
thoughts of exadling a revenue from Britifli America without 
a parliamentary reprefentation. His confUtuents had re« 
commended to him tliis propofition ; it coincided in fub^ 
fiance with his own fentiments ; and it was therefore with 
the utmoft fatisfadion he now ftood up to acquit himfelf of 
the iiifi duty of a delegate in Parliament, the conveying tlie 
wiflies of thofe by whofe fuffrages*he had been deputed. 

Mr. Alderman Oliver feconded the motion, and faid, if 
the prefent opportunity of conciliating our difputes, and 
makmg peace with America was neglefted, we fhould ne« 
ver have another. He recommended coming to fome refo- 
lution which might convince the people of that country, 
that we did not mean to make .IJaves of them, hut bold 
them as peaceful, ufeful, and obedient fubjedls. 

Mr. Fyner (the Lord Mayor having faid fomething rela-i 
Uve to the country gentlemen giving Sxteen fhillings in the 
pound, if required, in a tax upon their lands, to continue 
the prefent civil war) confirmed the offer, as originating 
from himfelf in that Houfe, and added, he was not for 
offering any conditions for peace while an American bad a 
muiket on his fbouJder. 

C c 4 Honour- 
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Honourable Temj^U jAntrelL He paid many compli- 
ments to ^r. Sawbridg^ on the goodnefs of bis motiTes for 
the oart he now took^ but Was of opinion, fuch efteem had 
be for the right honourable nulgiftrate^s diffkifition and ta* 
ients, that, it he uras to form a conftitution for the coioniel 
to fatisff his own mind» he would have their interefts and 
happinefs better provided for than by giving them a cottfti* 
tution on the model of that of Ireland. A people fd 
wretched, fo opprefled, were fcarcely to be found in any 
civilized patt or the globe ; nor could a more fubftantial 
injury, or a more humiliating infult be oifered by a parat- 
tiiount nation to one of its dependencies, than what Ireland 
would experience at the hands of a Britifh miniftry within 
forty-eight hours, if his information proved authentic. AM 
Englifh minifter bad abufed the confidences of his royiil 
mafter fo far, aS to prevail with him, in his chara£ter of 
king of Ireland, to create hereditary legiilators for that 
iiland from the clans of the mountains of Scotland ; tMtk 
who, in their private chdradei*s, he believed to be not only 
irreproachable, but amiaMe and pfaife-worthy, of authority 
and high defceht amidft their own tbaneihips, yet whole 
public pj-eterlfions irt the years HI 5 and 1745 (for be nevtf 
heard of any ^tber) now conftfued loyalty, were fiili, itt 
the eye of our conftitution^ a£tS of infamy and rebellion. 
He fhould be told, perhaps, that this power was a part of 
the rightful prerogative of the crown ; an idi^a to^hich h6 
could never fubfcribe, while ha remembered the wife and 
fterling definition of prerbgative given us by Mr. Locke^ who 
fays, 'tis *^ a difcretiohary powet of afiihg for the publid 
good, where the poiitive laws are illent ; if that difcretionary 
power be abufed to the public detriment, fuch prerogative 
is exerted in an unconfiitutional manner." Was this a£Ung 
for the public good ? To bcftow thbfe privileges and pre- 
eminences, which are attached to the peerage of a kingdom, 
on perfons whofe names and families are utterly unknown to 
the natives of fuch kingdom, and without any ties of pro- 
perty, of local fervices or afFedion ? Parons, whofe blood 
having been tainted by an Open violation of the laws of 
their own country, are, in preference to the beft gentlemen 
of Ireland, fent over there to poflefs the moft honourable 
Ceats in the fenate ; to enaft jpublic ftatutes^ and adjudge 
upon * perfonal inheritances in the dernier refbrt. Mr. Lut-9 

* Claims of peerage, as in tlie cafe of Vifc. Valentja* 

trc« 
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tT€li called, with fome warmth, upon goTcrnmeiit t6 aft ilt 
a manner eoniiftent with the refponfibility of their ftfttions# 
and not to perfift in a contemptuous iiicnce on fo important 
an occafion, and at fuch a critical jun6ture. The lives of 
their counttymen, the lives perhaps of their deareft friends^ 
ibe&fetyof the em]>ire, depended upon their immedi^td 
refolves. Are our roinifters bent on war without si pofTihUk 
termination } or on what iflbe would they wifh tb reft the 
confiift between the two nations ? Would they chufc the 
foil extent of the field againft a peopled continent of that 
imnvenfe magnitude ? or rather oner to contraft tlieir battte» 
as was done by our Edward the Third in the French warsi 
to a few fcore of feleft warriors ; and they themfelves ill 
perfon demand the lifts againft an equal number of th6 
American congrefs ? Perhaps, upon maturer coniiderationf 
they had beft decide the fuperiority in the fame mannel* 
that the natives of Rome did againft the Albans : for, if 
even two of the minifterial champions ftiould fall before . 
one of their three antagonifts, there may ftill be left a third) 
(I have him in my view) who, when it comes to a running 
fight, ftiall out-viAory the laft of the Horatii. It mighty 
probabty^ in a few days, be recommended to both Houfet^ 
in a certain fpeecb, tOP be fabricated by the authors of a Iik6 
ianguinary parole at the opening of the prefent feifion, td 
go down into their refpedive counties for the fummef 
months, ahd inculcate harmonv atid good order ; for bii 
part^ he now declared, that he mould confider ^cquiefcenc^ 
and quietude in future, under the prefent meafures of a moft 
infernal adminiftratibn, as unworthy a Britifh foul in ever^ 
eiafs of fociety, and highly criminal ; confefled himfelf t6 
blame, with others in the minority, for too inaftive a fub» 
miffion and tamenefs during the parliamentary bufinefs of 
the winter ; and was convinced, that if it had not been fot 
the inertnefs, the want of unanimity, and reciprocal confi- 
dence on the fide of oppofition, the Americans would not 
have experiienced fo many inftances of continued daring 
and outrag(& at the hands of government. He was feverc 
upon tile American fecretary, [Loi*d George Germaine] 
affiiring him, that: nbw was the time to do real fervice . 
to his country, and fatisfy his German confederates, by 
avoiding a combat. It was a faying of one of the'feveii 
fages of Greece (Thales of Miletus) that, of all wild bcafts, 
the virorft was a tyrant, ahd of all tame ones, a flatterer : now, 
3ir, when you caft your eyes on his Majefty's efficient mini- 

fters 
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fters<— wben :you look at bis domeftic minions^ do you not 
heartily join with us in wifhing that he may foonv like ano« 
ther Oq>heus, play up a fecond dance in the midft of thit 
mifchievous menagerie, fo as to fend them . fcanipering 
from the rich paftures of a court to their native tramontane 
faftnefles. He called upon the treafury to reply; and 
blamed their filence. 

Right Hon. B. Rtghy. He faid, that he would not be one 
of thofe perfons among the advocates for war, who kept pro- 
found filence when they were thus called upon; he tbould, 
therefore, till the colonics fubmitted, acquit himfelf of.his 
duty, by openly avowing a firm perfeverance in the fame 
boftile meafures which he had fupported from the beginning 
of this unhappy contefl, not only fupported with his vote on 
every diviiion, but with the beft of his, abilities in mofl of 
the debates. He (hewed a ready wit in anfwer to fome 
words which fell from the gentleman who fpoke before 
him : " There was a time lefs alarming than the prefent, left 
dangerous to the realm, though the bloodieft of the Tudors 
fat upon the throne *, when every member arofe from his 
feat, and laid his hand to his fword." Mr. Rigby obferved, 
that the difpute could not be decided in a way more difad- 
vantageous to the minority, who were always boafting of 
thq fuperiority of their Hoft without doors, when in this 
ofifet there would be three fwords to one, unlefs tlie friends 
of government were to throw away theirs. He afliired 
Mr. Luttrell, he had no occafion to be angry with himfelf 
for his meeknefs or moderation ; adviied the right honour- 
able magiftrate to deiine the conftitution and ftate of Ire« 
land before he adopted it, or at leaft expected the Houfe to 
adopt it for the American colonifts. With refpeft to the 
fkrotch peers, the mountaineer lords, as they were called, 
he believed the creation would do no harm, if it'did na 
good ; what good it would do them, was beft known to 
themfelves ; but he muft obferve, that the cafe was not 
without more precedents than one. 

The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] in reply to what Mr* 
Rigby had thrown out relative to the conftitution of Ireland, 
aflured that gentleman he was ready to enter at large upon 
the fubjeA if the Houfe would fairly canvafs it ; and of 
courfe, it would come properly at the clofe of the debate» 
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vrhen the mover of a queftion was always Indulged with 
being beard a fecond time. 

Lord Irnham. He exceedingly difapproved of the treat- 
tnent that the firft magiftrate of the greateft city in the 
world was now receiving from adn\ini^ration ; at a time 
too, when he was delivering the fentiments of the better 
part of the fubjefts of this commercial empire ; who, in a 
firuggie for illegal and unattainable claims, were not .in* 
clined madly to rilk every thing that a wife people could 
hold eilential ta renown or prafperity. His Lordfhip faid, 
that, however defedive the conftitution of Ireland might 
be in fome refpefts, yet the power of taxing themfelves was 
fufficiently perfe£k for a ground-work of conciliation with 
America, if immediately proffered. He inftanced the 
conftitution of the German empire, in proof that taxation 
and legiflation are not infeparable, and quoted very able 
civilians of the northern nations to coniiim this aflertion. 
He faid, that whenever the minifters were confcious of 
having the weakeft fide in difputation, they had refuge un* 
der the wit and pleafantry of a paymailer general. 

Mr. Burke took a review of the raeafures purfued by ad* 
miniftration fince the commencement of the feffion. He 
called upon Lord Nortli to tell a fingle a& that had been 
done within that period. His Lordlhip, it is true, might 
fay, that he had voted ten millions out of the pockets of 
the people. He might boaft that he had taken twentv 
thouland Germans into pay, and turned our Britilh trans- 
port veflels into German hofpitals. He might defire tlie 
veprefentatives of the nation to tell their conftituents, that* 
in return for fuch lavifh grants, new taxes had been laid on 
them, and a four (lulling land-tax rendered perpetual. He 
might inform them that America had 100,000 men in 
arms ; that every governor from Halifax to Florida was 
driven to feek protedion on board his Majeily's (hips of 
war; and to conclude the narrative, he might inflruft the 
reprefentatives of the people to carry a fufficient number 
of Gazettes down to the country, and when queftioned 
about the ftatc of affairs in America, defire them to perufc 
thofe oracles of truth, and launch forth in the higheft en* 
comiums on the military condudl of General Howe, and 
the bravery of the troops under his comniand. He next 
reprehended the minifter on his conduit refpeftine the Nova. 
Scotia duties ; and faid, that favourite meafure, rrom which 
fuch falutary confequences were enpefted, was fufFered to 
CQixie to nothing, though he pledged himfelf to the Houfe, 

that 
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that he Would bring in <i bill framecl 6n the refoiutioni of 
the committee appointed to take into confid'eratioli tht pe* 
tition from the fpeaker and houfe of aflfembly of that jpro- 
Yince. He next turned to the comraiffioh granted to Ldtd 
Howe and his brother, for reftoring ptac6 and granting 

Bardons to the people of America, artd faid, that thofe gen^ 
emen, however high they flood in refpeft to thdt refpfec- 
tive profeffions, were by no means calculated for carrying 
Into execution tlie profefled objefts of that commiffion ; 
but allowing that they were ever fo able itt that line, h6 
contended, that the King could not grartt them a fingld 
power which would enable them to treat with tlie provin- 
cials. The idea was as abfurd as it was delufive. The quef- 
tion was taxation. Could they give it up ? The King bim- 
felf had rto fuch power, he could not therefore delegate it. 
He might grant pardons, fo might the admiral and general, 
and that was all. And he doubted not, but they would 
grant pardons as foon as they were afked ; but who were 
to fue for them was more than he could venture to foretel. 

Mr, Hartley. The motion which has been made to you 
to-day, comes with the beft recommendation that any pro* 
pofition can come with to this Houfe. I mean the recom- 
shendation of that great artd moft refpeftable body the city 
of London. The worthy magiftrale who haS made this 
ttiotion has fupported it fo ably, that there is vety Uttle bcca- 
fion to detain you lortg upon the fubjfeA. The frietids to 
peace and to America haVe been inceflant in their endea* 
vours to fuggeft every poffible chance of accommodation. 
But adminiftration continues deaf to evfery erttreatv- We 
muft, I fear, content ourfelves, without profpeft of'fuccefs, 
only to lay in our continual protefts agamft the prefent vin- 
diaive meafures. My honourable friend near mc [Mr. 
Burke] has in this fcilion offered to you a propofition limilar 
to the prclent, under another fhape, viz. that of his concilia- 
tory bill, which you have rejeded. I myfelf did trouble the 
I^oufc Hke<vife, with fome propofitions fuited to the very 
terms declared by adminiftration at the opening of tht fei- 
fions ; viz. that the colonics Ihould be replaced to their iitua* 
tion in 176:3, if the honour of government could be (heltcr- 
cd in the retreat. For the fake of peace, therefore, I did 
propofe a teft of compromifc, by an acceptance on the part 
of the rolonifts, of an a£t of Parliament, which fhould lay 
the foundation for the extirpation of the horrid cuftom of 
flavery in the new world. No one can tliink itlefs expedi* 

ent 
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ent tbaa -I cloy for a Britilh Ipgiflature, at the diftance of 
three thovigod miles, to interfere in the paternal police of 
America, ia which we muft at the beft be ignorant^ and of 
whicb our only information muft come through partiad hand^^ . 
My motion therefore was, not with any view to be drawii 
into example, but fimply as an aA of compromife and r^r 
conciliation ; and as far as it was a iegiilative ad, it was fiilji 
to have been. applied in correding the laws of flavery iip 
America, which I confidered as repugnant to the laws of 
(he reaimof England, and to the fundamentals of our con* 
flitution. Such a compromife would, at the fame time^ 
have faved the national honour. I likewife took the liberty 
a fecond time in this feflion, to fugg^ft to the Houie the pro^: 
poiition of putting the polonies upon the footing of Ireland, 
V^itb regard to the right of giving and granting their owa 
money, and to give them fecurity that their charters fhould 
te maintained inviolable. The propoiition of putting them 
upon the footing of Ireland, as expreiledin the motion of tht^ 
day, has only refpefi to that one article of being mafteis of: 
Cheir own grants of mopey, in anfwer to a kind of objedion 
which has been ftarted, that if we had not a right of taxiuj^ 
them, fuch an exemption would conftitute an imperium lu 
imperio. The cafe of Ireland is therefore adduced as an ar- 
gument and example in point. Unhappily for us, Sir, all 
thefe propofitions, under whatever (hape they have been 
moved, have been reje£ted ; and what is worn of all, they 
have been rejedled upon the principle of requiring uncon- 
ditional fubmiflion, previous to any treaty or propoution fox 
reconciliation. 

I confider the propofition which is offered to you to-day% 
to be the fame in fubftance with that folemn afllirance which 
the Earl of Hillborough, by a circular letter of the L3th of 
May, 1769, gave to the colonies, that they might reft in 
full confidence, that no farther taxes (hogld be laid by Par- 
liament for the purpofes of raifing a revenue. Yet what arc 
we at war for now, if it be not for a fubftantial revenue, tp 
be colle&ed by threats and compulfion ? The propofition 
which was made to them upon the J27th of February, 1775^ 
commonly, called the conciliatory propofition, is a direflt 
breach qf the national faith, as pledged by Lord Hillbor 
rough's letter ; for that propofition declares in the moft exr 
pUcit ternjs, that you mean only to forbear to levy, or im- 
pofe, any duty, tax, or aifeiTment, as long ais the colonies^ 
under this tlires(t, ihall deliver their money to you, to fuch 

an 
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an amount as( Ihall fatisfy the demands of adminiftratioit. 
I defire that the copy of Lord Hilfborough's letter' may be 
read, and after that, I fhall deiire that the conciliatory pro- 
pofition maybe read, that the argument mav -ftand upon re- 
cord in your journals, that a formal demana has been made 
to minidry in Parliament on the part of America, claiming 
the performance of the folemn promifti, and the fupport of 
the national faith plighted to the colonies in Lord Hilfbo- 
rough*s letter. The conciliatory propoiition being brought 
into the fame page of your journals with that letter, will 
pficrpetually remain in contrail, to convift adminiftfation of 
having broken the public faith thus folcmnly plighted ; next 
in order will ftand of courfe, the propofitioh omrred to yon 
this day, by the worthy magiftrate of the city of London. 
If niiniftry rcfufe their aflent to that propofition^ which ther 
are now called upon to accept, as conformable to the fpint 
and fubftance of Lord Hiliborough's letter ; it will be a 
formal declaration to America, that they muft never truft to 
minifterial promifes, but look to themfelves for fafety. 

Every propofition for reconciliation has fo conftantly aitd 
uniformly been crufhed by adminiftration, that I think they 
fcem not even to wifh for the appearance of juftice. The 
law of force is that which they appeal to. Let me then, at 
leaft, fuggeft to their confideration, whether there can be 
the leaft profpeft of accomplifhing by force what they have 
undertaken. At land the caufe is acknowledged defperate. 
I told you laft year, that the congrefs would turn out an 
army or 50,000 men, before the then enfuing Midfummer. 
That fuggeftion was treated at that time as being in the 
bigheft degree ridiculous, yet it has proved true. You 
thought that two regiments would conquer all North Ame- 
rica, but you have found ten times that number foiled at 
the fingle town of Bofton. You have loft the whole province 
of Canada, except Quebec ; and your utrabft expedation* 
this year, will be to retake what was once your own. So 
•much for your fuccefs at land. What can you expeft at fea ? 
1 fear that 1 Ihould make myfelf ridiculous to you once more, 
if I were to predift to you, what however I confefs I fear 
on that head. Confider, Sir, fhip-building is the manufac- 
ture of America. Two-thirds of the Britifh commerce is 
carried on upon American bottoms. That fhipping, tbeiH 
which was once for your fervice, will be turned into fhips of 
force, to be employed againft your trade and tranfports. 
They have begun already. You have fupplied them with 

feamea 
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feamen by the ftoppage of their, trade and itlheriet. You 
have thrown- upon their hands forty or fifty thoufand fea- 
men, who can find no other employment but in the deftruc- 
tion of your marine. Remember their ikill and courage at 
fea, againft our common enemies in the laft war. Your 
ihips will be 3000 miles from home, a long white out of 
port, fouU and under every difadvantage. Their ihips will 
be at home to take every advantage towards the latter end 
of the year that wind and weather may give them ; when, 
if you do not quit the co^ft, you will lie at the hazard of 
wreck or deftru£tion, upon every wind that may blow. It 
is in vain to fuggeft tbele points of prudence ; they are treat* 
ed as the fuggeiUons of pufillanimity &nd ilUwill, till fatal 
experience ^ings convi£lion too late. Difgrace has been 
the fate of our armaments at land, I fear it will be the fame 
at fea. We are in a dreadful dilemma. Succeis or defeat 
are equal ruin. 

We are now got nearly to the end of the feffion. All 
our propofitions for reconciliation have failed. Mintflry are 
determmed upon the trial of force. I am fenfible. Sir, that 
I have been very importunate with you in this feffion, by 
reiterated applications. My objedl has been, not peace with 
America, but reconciliation, which is more than {>eace. We 
may have a fcederal peace with France or Spain, or with 
any foreign power, but reconciliation is the wi(hed-for ob- 
jea, between thofe who are connefted by every tie of con- 
(anguinity and friendihip. It is for this reafon^ that I fo 
much regret and deprecate the meafures of force which are 
undertaken. Even if it were poffible to make a conqueft of 
America, we fhould only be torn fo much the farther from 
a re-union of afiedion and good-will. By perfifling fo ob« 
ftlnately in every meafure of force, and by rejeding every 
propofition of reconciliation, whatever quarter it comes 
nrom, or in whatever fliape it is offered; you have left no 
alternative to America but unconditional fubmiffion or inde* 
pendence. I can eafily forefee that the ground of the quef* 
tion will be totally changed before we meet again. Unlefs 
you can effefl^the conqueft of America, which I think it 
equal madnefs either to attempt or to wifh for, inftead of 
reconciliation, you muft come to a fcederal treaty, with a 
people driven by yourfelves to defpair. As long as reconci- 
liation and a return to our former happy connexion continued 
the objeft, fo far I can fee my way before me ; but when 

reconciliation 
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^v:9nciliatiun U out of fights «rr have loft our cbmpafs. The 
die is a9W caft for cojoqueft or independence. W« have hSA 
aa ^verlafting farewell to America. Whatever nay be the 
f vept of thq war> this at leaft is certain ; reconciliation never 
^9iTies by the fword. 

Tb^ gueftioo having been repeatedly called for, was put i 
\\\^ Ho^fe divided ; ayes 33 ; noes IIS. 

Adjoufped to the 13th* 

May 13. 

. A motion being made, that the fpeaker be orderc^d to ifr 
fue his warrant to the cleric of the crown for the eleftion of 
a burgefs to ferve in Parliament for the borough of Grant- 
bam» in the county of lincoln, in the room of Sir Brown- 
low Cuft, baronet, called up by writ to the Houfe of Peers, 

Mr. Burke, Mr. T. Townfliend, Sir George Yonge, and 
Mr. Serjeant Adair, objefled to the motion, as no evidence 
of the hA appeared before the Houfe. They contended, 
that the precedent was dangerous on many accounts. A 
fainifier, at anv time, might, by the over-ruling influenpf 
of tl^e crowR, deprive that Houfe of its moft valuable mem- 
bers. Writs under the iign-ipanual might be iiliied, which 
were not valid till after they pafled the great or privy (bal. 
Xbc feats of the perfons fummoncd by thofe writs mirfit be 
vacated, the nation might be deprived of the fervices offotpe 
of its moft ufefnl members, every thing might be k^pt ii^ 
fgifpence, ^nd at length the Houfe might be deceived, and 
th^ perfons fummoned to the other Houfe have a feat in 
aeitber. They chiefly infifted, that the precedent no^ 
9l>9Ut to be eftablifhed, was a very danj^rous one ; that it 
acknowledged a power in the crown hitherto unknown tQ 
the conftitution, by giving, or attempting to give, a validity 
to the private a£ls of his Majefty, which he could only exeiv 
cife in his public (Capacity, as hrft magiftrate ; and that the 
prerogative was now for the firft time employed, fince the 
reign of Queen Anne, in the manner it had been by that 
pripcefs, through the iinifter defigns of her minifters, in 
^eating twelve Peers in one day. 

It was moved, that the debate (hould be adjourned till 
to-morrow morning. 

The queftion being put, the Houfe divided ; ayes 33, 
|M>es 61. The main queftion being then put, it pafled in 
th^ ^rmative ; ayes 61, noes 30» 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burke then moved, that a committee be appointed 
to confider of precedents, of ifluing writs in the room of 
membei-s.of thatHoufc, created peers under the fign-manu- 
al, and the queflion being put, the Houfe divided) ayes 23* 
noes 40. 

The order of the day for taking the report of the amend- 
ments madQ to the convids' bill into conlideration. Several 
of the amendments were oppofed, one in particular, which 
vefts the appointment of the overfeers who are to employ 
perfons convidled of felony, and adjudged to hard labour, 
in raifing fand, foil and gravel from, and cleanfing the river 
Thames, in the juftices of the peace for the county of Alid- 
dlefex, at their general quarter feffions of the peace. 

Sir George Yonge faid, he did not like the bill, nor indeed 
the principle of it, how plauiable and fpecious foever it might 
appear on a flight view ; but this claufe, relative to the Mid- 
dlefex juftices, looked in the firft place as a defigned infult 
on the corporation of London, and would be trufting a very 
great power to a fet of men who ought to be trufted with 
very great caution. He obferved, that this part of the bill, 
relative to the cleanfing and fcouring the river I'hames, 
would be nugatory, for the Trinity-houfe had already de- 
clareid they did not want the fervjce or labour of the felons 
conviiS. But fuppofing that the Trinity houfe really wiflied 
to employ them in the very bufinefs fpecifically pointed out, 
the bill neither provided proper powers to carry this plan 
into execution, nor pointed out the mode or means of re- 
gulating or managing the felons. • 

Mr. Eden faid, the bill was meant only to be temporary, 
that a year or two would probably decide whether it would 
anfwer the ends propofed, and if at the end of that period 
it fhould not, then it might be repealed. 

Sir WilUam Meredith luppoited the bill. Said, the gaols 
all over the kingdom were full, and begged gentlemen would 
refleft upon the gaol diftemper, which muft certainly break 
out if fomething was not done to empty the prifons. 

,Mr. Burke againft the bill in general, and particulkriy the 
claufe refpefting Middlefex juftices. He faid, the com- 
miflion under which thefe men afted was become a dif- . 
grace to this country, as well as many gentlemen who con- 
sented to aS under it. The very title, by habit arifing from 
experience, was become a ftanding term of reproach ; a 
Middlefex juftice, a trading juftice, &c. were defcrij>tions 
that conveyed ideas the moft worthlcfs and contemptible. 

Vol-. III. Dd Many 
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Many of the men fele<Etc4 for this honourable office were 
compofed of reduced and indigent tradefmen, whofe chief 
recommendation was, that they ha4 rendered themfelves 
Vifeful to adniiBiftration on fome occafion, for which, per- 
haps, they delci ved the contempt of all mankind befides j 
but it was not even their poverty, their obfcurity, nor, if 
you will, almoflt their want of principle, but it was theif 
confummate and impenetrable ignorance of the laws of theij 
country, which rendered them^thc moft unfit perfons on earth 
to be tniflcd with the e^^ecution of the power meant; to h9 
vefted in thcni by this bil4. 

Mr. Powis, 9gainft the bill. 

Right Hon. 7'. Townjhend moved to put the bill off fof 
two months; but it pafl'ed in the negative without a diviiion. 

Several altercations happened in the courfe, on the report^ 
of filling up the blanks, and feveral alterations were pro«< 
pofed^ but they were all over-ruled by the majority; till 
the claufe refpefting the, Middlefex juftices caune to be read 
a fecond time, when it was moved, that the ** Middlefei 
juftices be left out, and that there be inferted inftead, " the 
|prd-niayor, recorder, and aldermen of London/' It waj 
faid no comparifon could bis drawn between fo refpeftable ^ 
body and the Middlefex juftices, without manifeftly dif- 
gracing the former ; that they were known to be men of 
probity, chai after, and fortune ; that feveral of thena were 
pien of talents, and that the recorder of London was gene- 
ri^lly fome eminent lawyer, famed in his profeffion, of which 
the feveral feats of jufticc in Weftminfter-hall, could bear 
the moft ample teftimony. If, therefore, this horrid bill 
was to be pafled into a law, fm- God*s fake entruft its exe- 
cution to men of probity and ability ; to men who can have 
no temptation to abufe the powers delegated by it from de- 
Cgn, nor who would not abufe it through ignorance. There 
was another citcumftance which fliewed th? propriety of the 
propoled alteration, which was, that the corporation of Lon- 
don being ths-confervators of the river Thames, and the 
convifts behig to work on the river, the corporation ought 
certainly to have the appointment of the overfeers. Lord 
North was conjured, for his own fake, not to betray fo weak 
and feminine a refentment, fo pitiful a revenge of the City 
of London, for differing with him in political principles, as 
to «:ive a preference to the Middlefex juftices in the prcfent 
tnftanco. 

. 7*he q'lefiion was put, and it was carried, againft the 
aine.njJaicnt by a majority of four to one. 

May 
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May 14. 

No debate. « 

Adjourned td the 2lft. 

-A//!; 21. 

No debate. 

May 22. 

General Gonway, I am to apologize to the Houfe for the 
introduftion of a motion at this late period of the feffion ; 
but the alarming and dreadful fituation of this country com- 
pels me to troubljB you. The Houfe knows I am not pro- 
fefledly a motion maker, but content myfclf with that line of 
humble duty in which ray abilities, fituation, and temper, 
neceflarily limit my conduft. 

What fhall 1 fay, Sir, there is but one moment between 
this great country and deftruftion f I wiih to feize it — The 
Urgencies of this crifis will be my apology to the Hoiife. I 
am no paitizan, nor indifcriminate oppofcrof g^overpment, 
except in this point. 

The ga^sette informs me, Jhat commiflioners [Lord Howe 
and his brother] are to be delegated with powers to treat 
with America for peace. I am not to learn that with ene- 
mies in general, the King is the fole arbiter of peace artd 
war; but with our fellow fubjefts, where privileges are to 
be. granted or conceffions made, 1 doubt whether it can be 
done without the previous confent of Parliament. 

It may be objcfted that the King may treat and you after- 
w^rds ratify what is done: but are you certain that America 
will truft you ? Why not adopt the furer road ? Specify the 
terms upon which you will treat : if they are fair and coh- 
ftitutional, and the Americans refufe to accommodate dif- 
ferences, you will thereby diflblve every /^^^/ combinatioii 
by putting yourfelvcs in the right. Befides, methinks there 
is fomewhat due to this Houfe, fome information, fome at- 
tention ufual in thofe cafes. 

Will you give up taxation entirely? One noble Lord iit. 
the cabinet fays yes; another no. Is this Houfe agreed 
upon it ? If you are, name it, fpecify it fairly and openly ; 
if not, if you cannot agree upon that fundamental point, in 
God's name, how can Lord Howe treat upon that eflentiaf 
point, where, from the difunion of minillers and difFerence- 
of opinion in this Houfe, nothing certain can be offered. 

Why, Sir, was not the. Earl of Hillfborough's letter a (o* 

lemn renunciation of the right of taxation ? Was not his* 

Majefty's:name pledged for the performance ? Yes. Was it 
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Tatifiecl on thciv part ? Did noL all the governors of Ame- 
Tica, did not Lord Bottetourt fay that the rainiftcrs were not 
immortal, but that to hjs dying day he fliould conlider Great 
Britain as pledged to relinquilh it, and this to the affembly 
of Virginia ; and the fame language held alfo to all the other 
aflemblies in America. 

I know it has been faid that thoffe who fpoke and wrote 
againft taxation in America, were a faftion confiding of fucli 
perfons as were difafFedted to government : but I have fuffi- 
cieut reafon to convince me that they gave the fentiments 
of the people of America in general. 1 remember particu- 
larly to have feen about that time a manufcript written by 
the late governor of MaiTachufet's Bay, Governor Hutchin- 
fon I mean, who, I believe, will not be fufpefted of being 
unfriendly to government i containing very ienfible and un- 
anfwerable arguments againft paffing the ftamp-aft, and 
which Ihiewed, to his honour, that he was a friend to his 
country as well as to government. 

Bnt the Earl of Hilllborough's letter has been read in the 
Houfe of Lords ; 1 will read it here. 

Circular to all the Governors on the Continent and IJlands, 

Whitehall, May 13th, 1769. 
My Lord (or Sir) 

iTiclofed I fend you the gracious fpeech made by the King 
to his Parliament at the clofe of the feiSon onTucfday laft.. 

What his Majedy is pleafed to fay in relation to the mea- 
fares which have been purfyed in North America will not 
efcapc your notice, as the fatisfa£lion his Majefty expreflcs 
in the approbation his Parliament has given to ihem, and 
the aflurances of their firm fupport in the profecution of 
them, together with his royal opinion of the gieat advantages 
that will probably accrue from the concurrence of every 
branch of the legillature in/ the refolution of maintaining a 
due cxecutio/i of ihe laws, cannot fail to produce the moft 
falutary efte^ls. 

From hence it will be undecftood, that the whole Jegiflatore 
concur in the opinion adopted by his Majefty*s lervants, that 
no meafure ought to be taken which can any way derogate 
from the legiflitive authority of Great Britain over the colo- 
nics i but I can take upon me to afliire you, notwithflanding 
infinualions to the contrary from men with fadious and fe» 
diiious vifews, that his Majcfty's prefent adminiftration have 

at 
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at no time entertained a defign to propofe to Parliament to 
lay any further taxes upon America for the purpofe of railing 
a revenue, and tiiatit isatprefent their intention to propofe 
in the nextfeffion of Parliament to take ofFtiie duties upon 
glafs, paper, and colours, upon confideration of fuch duties 
having been laid contrary to the true principles of commerce. 

Thefe, my Lord (or Sir) have always been, and ftill are, 
the fentiments of his Majefty's prefent iervants, and the 
principles by which their conduft in refpefl to America has 
been governed, and his Majefty relies upon your prudence 
and fidelity for fuch an explanation of his meafures, ^s may 
tend lo remove the prejudices which have been excited by 
the mifreprefentations of ihofe who are enemies to the peace 
and profperity of Great Britain and her colonies, and to re- 
eftablifh that mutual confidence and afFe&ion upon which 
the giory and fafety of the BritKh empire depend. '" 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Hillsborough, 

Well, Sir; if I underftand the E'nglilh language; if I un- 
devftand common knic ; here is the ftrongeft renunciation 
of the right of taxation. But America was deceived — and 
how all thefe troubles arofe afterwards the prefent minifters 
can tell you. 

The application of this tranfaftion is, that they will not 
be duped by Adminifliation again; that no other terms 
than thofe propofed and fpecified by Parliament will be con- 
fidered as the grounds of peace by America. 

I have the bell authority for what I fay, " Nothing but 
terms held out by Parliament will do." The noble Lord 
[Lord ISorth] held in this Houfe the fame language laft Fe-» 
bruary upon his conciliatory propofition : but if you are ftill 
agreed that nothing but unconditional fubmiffion will do, I 
have no more to fay; — throw away the fcabbard; — but I 
hope it is not lb ; — the wifeft of men, the wifeft of nations 
have treated, have receded, granted the conceflions aflced by 
rebeJlious fubjefts. What did the Romans do in the focial 
war ? What did Philip of Spain? Was he not obliged at laft 
to accede to their terms } What did Louis Quatorze offer 
Marihall Turenne when in a£lual rebellion ? 

Wh^t inftances in your own civil wars ; What does White- 
Jdck tell you of the propofitions made by the King ? Don't 
tell me of the late Scotch rebellion ; Is there no difference ? 
Could you treat with them ? Could you divide the crown «)r 
give it up ? Could you have had two kings of Brentford 
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upon the throne? The coraparifon is ridiculous and un- 
worthy of a ferious refutation. But ate not tjiefe rebels of a 
difierent kind ? Who is there among you, that would not 
combat any power upon earth, invading in the fame manner 
your privileges and rights ? — men defending againft the arm 
of power, what God and nature have given them, and no 
human power can juftly wreft from them; the glorious pri- 
vileges of the revolution; thofe Whig principles which 
would in other days have excited this country to univerfal 
oppoiition. — There is fome difierence, I hope, to be made; 
fome allowance for men engaged in fuch a caufc. 

The language of adminiftration, of unconditional fubmif- 
fion, driven out as you are from every port in America, does 
not become you ; it is the language of ve>ngeance, and not 
offenfe; of violence, notofreafon; of paffion, and not of 
common fenfe. 

The idea of foreign danger may be thought vifionary ; but 
are not France and Spain arming ? Could they find a better 
c)pportunity ? Wouldit be their intereft that you Ihould con- 
quer America? How Would fuch a force as you muft have 
affeft their fears? Is not the Fiench minillry changed ? Is 
not the queen thought to have great influence in that court, 
and in the new arrangement? Whoishergreatfiiend? Monf. 
Choifeul. Who is the avowed enemy of this country ? 
Monf. Choifeul. Who is the lover of war ? Monf. Choifeul. 

The aflurances of the pacific intentions of thofe powers, 
are told to you; — who made them? — the laft .or the prc- 
fent adminiftration? What reliance ciin you have upon 
thjem ? Why, Sir, I know a brave man, and as good an 
officer as, any in France; he held the fame language to me; 
- and yet this very gentleman, Monf. D'Ennery, is now ient 
out with an additional force to the French Weft India iilands. 

I Ihall trouble you no longer; the duty to my. country, 
paramount to every obligation, obliges me to feize the only 
moment which remains between you and deftruftion ; when 
this horrid war is to be carried on with every circumftance 
of aggravation; German mercenaries carrying defolation 
along with them ; flaves excited to cut the throats of their 
mafters : What can be more Ihocking to a feeling mind ! I 
have no intention but the public good. [A murmur from tie 
treajury bench.] Yes, I fay it again ; 1 have no other. What 
have I to get by it ? What ever I have to lofe, what have I 
togain?r--I have heard a language in private companies of 
afFeftion to conneSions, and engagements to private friends; 
perhaps there is an infirmity* 1 think the attention to the 

welfare 
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welfare of this great empire, is tranfcendent fo every con- 
iideration. I hppe and believe there is fuch a thing as men 
having a real opinion in Parliament. - I lament theinfirm- 
nefe and inattention, for thefe laft five years,, to public con- 
cerns. This language proceeds from that> but I difclaim it, 
and offer you this motion from my fervent and earned re** 
gafd to the welfare and profperity of this great empire. He 
moved *' 1 hat an humble addrett^ be prefented to his Mk-^ 
jcfty, praying that his Majefty would be.gracioufly pleafed 
to communicate to this Houfe fo much of the inftrudtion^ 
^iven to the the Lord Vilcount Howe and General HoWe^ 
his Majefty's commiffioners, as relates to the conditions on 
which it is propofed to make peace with, or receive the fub- 
milfionsof, liis Majefly^s American fubjefts now in arm^." 

Lord Jo/in Cavendijh fecondcd the motion. His Lordfhip 
fr^oke in high commendation of Lord Howe and Genferaf 
Howe, as officers, but faid they have now got a chara<5>er 
wiuch they are intir^ ftrangersto, the filling of which, tverf 
if the nature of the bufinefs would pertnit, he much doubtetf 
whether they were equal to ; howiefver he, who was always' 
againrt the beginning of this war, and who ever finc*e it be- 
gan was always for putting an end to it, would never find 
fault with any means that would flop the effufion of blood, 
and fettle the realm in peace. He owned he doubted of 
thefe means, fo far as th^ public had been able to -guefs' 
What they were ; he was willing to give his alliftance to arrjr 
that would pnxluce peace. That thi« could nv)t be doik* 
without the interpofition and fanftion of Parliament; he 
therefore muft be of opinion that the inftruftions dught ta 
be communicated. 

Lord North began by anfwering the argument ufed, that 
tlve colonies codd-not trtift the miniftry; and upon expla- 
nation of Lord Hilllborough's letter; he affert€;d that th^ 
itjinirters had never deceived the Americans. All which 
that letter engaged for as to repeal, had been done; all" 
that it pledged government to as to future taxation, had 
been ftri6tly adhered to. 'I'he letter promifed the repeal of 
the tax on glafs, paper, and painter's colours J blit'it never 
promifed to repeal the tea duty ; it promifed not to lay ainy 
future tax, no future tax has been laid. 

He faid he did not objeft to the motion on account of 
the late period in the felfions in which it is moved. His ob- 
jection was direft. He would oppofe the communication of 
apy inftrudions previous to their execution, unlefs ther^ 
was fomething fpecial in the cafe. 

Dd4 He 
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He never was of opinion that no rebels were to be treated 
with ; his opinion always was^ that if Great Britain was 
likely to draw any benefit from any treaty, he could fee no 
objeftion or difference whether it was with a foreign enemy 
or with rebels, with armed rebels, or with thofe who bad 
laid down their arms. 

^ Thofe who think we had better give up our rights ; be- 
caufe fuime rival flate may interpofe againft o ir maintaining 
them, think meaqer of our own ftrength and power than I 
feel it to be; and more unjuftly of fuch. foreign flates 
than we have any reafon to do. Taking the propofition 
in gene}:al we ought always to be upon our guard againft 
our rivals, and fo far to fear them; but in this cafe tliere is 
no fear. 

Although he cannot think, and wonders how any perfon 
who has ever been entrufted to aft with the powers of go- 
vernment can think, that the modes by which any com- 
miflioner may be inftrufted to carry any powers into execu- 
tion, that the fecret fituation of perfons and things, that the 
Springs and motives Ihould be made public; yet he has no 
objeftion to the laying the powers ihemfelves before Parlia- 
inent and the public. The aft of Parliament doth in general 
prefcribe whatLhey muft be, and the commiffion gives fuch 
only as that aft authorizes ; it gives a power of granting ge- 
neral and alfo fpecial pardons : it empowers the comnuf- 
fioners to confer with any of his Majefty's fubjefts without 
sxception; it authorizes and dire^s them to inquire into the 
flate and caufes of their complaints ;. it cannot offer any 
terms ; no fuch have ever yet been fettled by Parliament, 
nor has the Congrefs or any of the Americans ever yet of- 
fered any which Parliament could Uften to. Thefe being • 
the only powers of tlie commiffion, the inftruftions can 
giyc no power of agreeing upon or fettling any terms of ac- 
commodation ; they hold out no ultimatum; they make no 
cmiceffions ; they do not prefume to bind Parliament; they 
cannot do that ; they go to empowering the commiflioners, 
not to treaty but to confer^ and to founds for grounds of peaqe: 
but all muft be.referred to Parliament. They are not pleni- 
potentiaries ; they cannot have full powers. Whatever gen- 
tlemen may think of the affeftions of the Americans in ge- 
neral towards this country, and their readinefs to come to 
terms wiih us ; I am fure their leaders will never feel or ex- 
prefs fuch duty towards us, unlets they have fome proof of 
our refolution and power. It would be dangerous, even to 
peace itielf, to hold out any proportion whicli might no$ 
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fucceed. The full extent of the plan, as contained in the 
comniilfjon, has been fuggefted to the pcrfons employed ; 
further communications, at prefent, would be very impro« 
per: after the experiment is made, and the fervice adualiy 
goae into, whether it fucceeds or not, it will then be a pro- 
per objeft for Parliament to take under confideration ia 
every part of it, at preient I muft objeft to thofe communi- 
cations which the motion requires. 

Mt. Burke. The noble Lord has not only refufed to give 
the inftruftions, but aifo to give any reafon why he will dot. 
The noble Lord made, indeed, an exception in his refufal* 
and (i'ld allow there might be a fpecial cafe in which fuch 
previous communication might be requifite: but if the fpe- 
cial cafe, as ftated by the right hon. gentleman who made 
the motion, is not t/iat fpecial ca/cy his Lordlhip's candour 
might have fpared itfelf the trouble of that exception, for 
there never can be any fpecial cafe wherein fuch communis 
cation can be proper. 1 do juftice, however, to the princi- 
ples of the noble Lord. In fpile of all violence which he h 
drawn to do to them, he hath again relapfed into his natural 
bias towaids juflice and humanity. He is willing to give 
up taxation : he has no objection to treating, or at IcalV to 
conferring with rebels; with rebels without exception, whe-. 
therwith arms in their hands, or after they laid down their, 
arms. Although he will not tell this Houfe what the terms 
to be offered or accepted are, yet to talk of conferring with- 
out fome inftruftions^ on what terms the perfons conlerring 
are to meet, is nonfenfe, downright nonfenie. Some con- 
ditions are therefore in embrio, at leaft: but then how is 
Ibis to be reconciled to the doArine of another noble Lord* 
who, it is faid, has the confidence and the lead in thefe 
American meafures ; who is the executive minifler in thi? 
depariaient ? He can admit no preliminary but unconditional 
fuhmiJpGH, Between the various jairing. opinions of minif- 
ters tncnjfelves, (more oppofite at times than even thofe of 
oppofilion itfclF are to them) the object of the war, or the 
ends of peac e, have never yet been clearly fixed. In the 
very Icflion in which unconditional fubmiffi:>n feemed to be 
predominant and become the lixed objeft of the war; in the 
very fedion, in which', after many puzzling and perplexed 
clalhings, a revenue feemed to be the end aimed at; in that 
very feilion, this fyltem of contradivftions, this miniftry have 
fent out commiilioners to give up taxation and all expefta- 
tion of a revenue, and to make peace without any notion of 
conditions. So far from expeding that the rebels fhould lay 
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down their arms, they are to treat ; I will not ufe the word 
cmfer (I deteft all quibbles unworthy the loweft petty-fog- 
ging attoniey) they are to treat with rebels, whether they 
lay down their arms, or meet them in arras and array of 
arms. He then with much wit, defcribed thefe dptrble 
commiiiions warring and treating, offering pardons both ge- 
neral and fpecial when they wei'e beat, and plundering and 
carrying fire and devaftation^ into tfiofe quarters where they 
were to give peaie. 

Mr. Vyner declared, that the landed gentlemen came into 
thefe mcafures, in fupport of the fovereignty of the realm, 
»nd inexpedationofa revenue from America, in aid of the 
common burthen. The refufal of which, was the fiiilftep 
to revolt in the Americans: and the cftablifhing of which, 
Was the fixed and determined objeft of the war. That in 
thefe expeftations, they had chearfully come into the grant- 
ing every fupply which had been demanded, had fixed upon 
their eftates a four fhillings tax, in the pound, which rauft lall 
"for ever. But he now found they had been amufed ; that 
Acy had been led into afine fcrape; for all thefe were now 
to be given up without confulting, without even communi- 
cation with Parliament. That it was now time to be expli- 
cit ; it was now time to declare, that thev could not goon 
dny farther with fuch minifters, unlefs they abided by the 
flan which thefe minifters firfl: held out to them, and on 
f^^hich the, country gentlen-'en joined them. . 

Lord North (to explain) faid, taxation was not to be given 
op. It was to be enforced. But whether at prefent, or 
hereafter, was a point of policy which the commiffionerg 
would learn^ by foundingthe people upon the fpot. . 

Mr. C. Fox. According to the noble Lord's explanation. 
Lord Howe and his brother are to b^ fent out as fpies, not as 
Commiffioners. And if they cannot get on fhore they are 
to found upon the coafts. On the point of taxation, 
the ingenuity of the noble Lord hath now reconciled 
what gentlemen might think abfolute contradiftion. Par- 
liament, on one hand, pledged by Lord Hillfborough, and 
the royal word on the other, were pledged by Lord Bottc* 
tourt from^the feat of government, that no future tax 
fhall be levied; and this promife is to be kept facred. 
Yet, the country gentlen>en are promifed a revenue. The 
tea duty, the only tax you have, makes no revenue. Yet a 
revenue inuft be had from America; and if the Americarrs 
will not of thcmfelves give a revenue, we muft tax them, 
ffli^s that fweet effence of wifdom the conciliatory motion. 

'. Lord 
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Lord H i1 Ifbdrough's letter and Lord Bottetourf s ipeechi have 
protnifed, even by a laered word, that we never fnail lay any 
future taxes. But a revenue muft be had^ and we muft tax* 
The objeft therefore of the war is the tea-tax, which ncU 
ther does or ever will raife any revenue. ' But it is a tax, and 
therefore, according to the noble Lord's logic, we tax theonv 
But it is no new tax, and therefore we keep our word. 
There cannot be a tax without a revenue, and therefore the 
country gentlemen muft be fatisfied, for if it does not raift 
fo much as they expeft, that is not the noble Lord's ftLultL 
And upon this curious bead-roll of fyllogifrns, we are t» 
profecute a ruinous war, or to make a fhameful peace?. He 
then ridiculed the inconfiftency of the two plans of war 
.and treaty i and the difference of rebellions. 

Mr. ^</<7m objeded to the motion ; blamed the whole 
conduft ^of Lord North ; and gave as his reafon for oppofing 
the motion, that he conceived, if the noble Lord fhould 
afFe6l to give way to it, it would be only to gain a previous 
fandion to a plan, which in the iituation, and under the 
circumftances, to which he had, by his conduft, brought th^ 
aifairs of this country, it was perhaps right he fhould try, 
in order to extricate himfeif. But that Parliament, whick 
bad no (hare in the condud which brought matters to this 
pafij, ought to have no concern in this Ihift. He, for hit 
part, Would never agree to any thing, which fhould preclude 
him, or might preclude Parliament, from a full liberty, of 
cenfuring the conduft of the noble Lord when it came te 
be compared in the iffue, with the efFeft of which it muft 
be the caufe, and for which it muft be refpdnfible. He 
therefore dcfired, that the minifter might ftand and fall by 
his own meafurcs. 

Mr. y. 7 ownjiiend obferved, that Parliament bad talked 
in a high ftrain againft America, but what Parliament 
thought or relblved, one way or the other, was of very little 
conleciuence, for adminiftration would ad juft as they liked. . 
Parliaiiient, inftead of taking the lead^ was at length degrad- 
ed into. a mere engine of government, one day to bully, 
anoiher to conciliate ; and the next, he for^faw, would be 
to fue for terms to America. Such was the cafe a few 
years back, in the cafe of Lord Hilllborough's circulatory 
letter to the colonies ; while Parliament was aflerting the 
fupremacy of this country, and the unlimited, unconditional . 
right of taxation over America, this letter contained the 
muft fpecitic declaration, that no t«x whatever fhould be 

ever 



412 P A RL TA M E N T A R Y A. 1775. 

ever laid on that c6untryL He faid, however, that the letter 
*ras produSive of much worfe confequences than barely 
ContradiAing the fenfe of Parliament ; a Britifh adminiftfa- 
tion was no longer to be relied on, for the folemn engage- 
ment for his Majefty to three millions of his fuhjedts, was 
no fooner made than it was fhamefully violated. What 
dependence then* could America have on any future pro- 
mife ? How could fhe truft to the fincerity of our profeC- 
fions, when all adminiftration had to do, would be to get 
'Parliament to over- rule them, or remove tlie minifter under 
whofe immediate direftions the faith of the nation had been 
pledged ? This was precifely the cafe with the. letter in 
quellion ; America . refted fatisfied with the affurances it 
contained, and when the fyllem was to be changed, the mi>- 
nifter was removed, and his engagement on the part of this 
nation fet at nought, as a mere unauthorized aft of oCice*. 
. Mr. Powys thought, that a noble Lord's expreffion, of 
wicondltionaL fubmiffion^ ought to be explained. 

Lord George Gertnaine denied that he ever faid, that he 
Ihould require an unconditional fubmiffion. He did fay, 
that he never wiihed to fee the government of this country 
treating with its colonies, while they were in arms againft 
it.; He then quoted the aft of Parliament, and reafoning 
from that, Ihewed that, whatever turn might be given, or 
what conftruftions might be made from particular or vague 
cxprefljons, the faft was, that no commiffion nor inftruc- 
tions, formed on the bafis of that aft, could ever mean to 
fend out commiffioners to treat with rebels in arms. The 
powers of the coramifEon empowered the commiffioners to 
reftore either whole colonies, or any bodies of them, or 
even individuals, to the King's peace, whenever they re- 
turned to their duty. The commanders, both by lea and 
land, were to carry on war againft rebels in arms ; hovr 
then could they treat with them ? If there appeared in any 
one colony or individual a defire of returning to duty, if 
they or he could be received into the King's peace and have 
]pardon, the commiffion enables the commiffioners to coht 
fer and to encourage fuch difpofitions in order to give peace. 
Thus far the noble Lord on the fame bench [Lord North J 
is juflified in what he faid. But he did not, he never could 
mean, that the commiffioners were to treat on the terms of 
the fubmiffion of the colonies — on the terms of thtir duty 
to the iupreme legiflature, or on the right of taxation. 
1 his legiflature cannot, the aft of Parliament does not.give 
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up the fovercignty of the fupreme legiflature ; cannot and 
does not give up the right of taxation. No inftru^tion can 
authorize any one ever to treat about thefe objefts. And, 
unlefs we give up all thefe, a revenue fome way or bther 
muft be had horn America, as from a part in common aid 
of the whole. This was what the noble Lord intended, 
and this, I venture to fay, as pledging the noble Lord's 
opinion. 

Colonel 5^rr^. The noble Lord fays, that thecommif- 
fioners cannot treat till the rebels have laid down their arms. 
Does the aft of Parliament mention any conditions upon 
which laying down their arms, they are to be received. into 
the King's peace ? Has the noble Lord mentioned any con- 
ditions r What then fignifies all thefe diftinftions in debate ? 
In faft, their lubmiffion muft be unconditional. 

Governor Johnjione clofed the debate, by infifting upon 
it, that the noble Lord [Lord George Germaine] had, in 
exprefs^ terms, required unconditional fubmljfion. That the 
Lord in the blue ribband [Lord North] was for treaty and 
conciliation, almoft on any conditions, fo that Great Britairt 
could derive any advantage from it. That thefe opinions 
were totally and abfoluteiy irr^concileable. What might 
be made out of the hodge-podge of both jumbled together, 
he left to the Houfe to confider, and to events to prove. 

The queftion, being called for, was put. For it 85 ; 
againft it 171. 

May 23. , 

Mr. Hartley made the following motion for an addrefsto 
his Majefty, in which he wasfeconded by Sir George Savile. 
He opened the motion very fhortly to the following efFedt : 
that there was not any occafion for many words to explain 
the motives for recommending fuch an addrefs to the Ht)ufe, 
as the terms in which it was drawn up were, when read, fuf- 
iiciently explanatory of the intent ; that he wilhed to leave 
upon record a teftimony, for himfelf and for his friends, of 
their anxiety and apprehenfions for the important events 
of this year, and of their readinefs to facrilice the minute 
perfonal confiderations of rural amufements and relaxations 
to the momentous concerns of this country and America. 
He thought that the unlimited confidence which the Houfe 
had put in minifters, who were known to be adverfe to Ame- 
rica, without any materials of information laid before them, 
together with the negleftful manner of turning but back 
upon their caufe, would alienate the Americans from the 
hopes of reconciliation. He therefore wilhed to fliew them 
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that tbey flill had feme friends , left» irbo thought Ho 
SBxiety or labour too much, to take the Icaft chance of 
iinproving 0ny fa rourable event tl>at might happen towards 
the reiluration of peace, and to prevent the efFufion of 
blood. He moved, "that an humble addrcfs be prefented 
to his Majefty, fetting forth, that his faithful Comnrons^ 
in comptiance with the fentiments and recommendations 
. of his Majefty*s moft gracious fpeech at the opening of 
tbe^ pref(^nt kffion, have been induced to fupport his 
Majefty with very great and . expenfive armaments, both 
by fea and land, together with many powers of coercion 
md pupifliment of fucli of his Majefty^s fubje£is in Annie* 
lica as are in a ftate of rcfiftance to his autliority ; that 
bis.faithful Commons, repofing themfelves implicitly upon 
the wifdom and moderation of his Majefly's councils, and 
witlK)ut any coimmunicatioa of the detail of matters and 
tranfaftions in America, 'either for the governors of tb^ 
ieverai provinces, or the commanders of his Majefty's 
forces^ or any communication of authentic papers from 
any of the public oflBces correfponding with the planta- 
totipns, which might be explanatory of the views^ tem* 
pei'S, forces, connexions, public proceedings, number and 
4ifpoiition of the perfons difcontented and in arms, have 
adopted meafures,, in general coniidence of the recommen- 
dations of his Majefty's moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne, without fpecific matters of information, his Majefty 
not having thought ^proper to refer any fuch to this HoUfe ; 
that his faithful Commons, having repofed a boundtefs truilt 
in the wifdom of his Majefty's councils, think themfelvei 
fo much the more bound to their conftituents, and to their 
country, to Watch that the powers which they have fo en- 
tnifted to his Majefty may not be ignoi-antly or dcftruftively 
applied by his minifters ; and, as the events of this anxious 
apd important year may probably be dccifive to the future 
union and well-being of all his Majefty's dominions, and as 
the advice of Parliament at the ftiorteft notice may be of 
tlie utmoft importance to the falvation of thcfe kingdorhs, 
and as a continued feries of unfuccefsful and unpromifed 
events have attended the execution of his Majefty's councils 
for many months paft, from the lofs of Ticonderago to the 
retreat of his Majefty's forces from Boflon, which feem to 
betray cither ignorance or. concealment of the operating 
caufes which have produced luch unexpefted events, and 
which have occaiioned a general difquietude and alarm^ that 
his&ithful Commons humbly entreat, .that hi& Majefty will 
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be gvaciouily pleafed not to prorogue the Parliament, but 
that he will fuffer them to continue fitting by adjournments 
during the fummer, that they may be ready to receive, ftpni 
time to time, fuch information of the tranfadions in Ame- 
^ca, as his Majefty fhali think proper to lay before them« 
to watch and to provide for every important event at tb» 
carlieft moment." It pafled in the negative. 

This day the King came to the Houlis of Peers. 

Before his Majefty pafTed the bill3> the Speaker addrefled 
tim to nearly the following purport : 
May It pleafe your Majefty, 

Your Majefty's faithful Commons have, in the prefent 
fcffion, paffed feveral wife, falutary, and neceflary laws; 
pai;ticulaFly the law for prohibiting all trade and commerce 
with America, the law for the' more fpeedy and effedual « 
manning your Majefty's nav^j-and the law for eftablifhing 
a national militia. Your Majefty's faithful Commons, witli 
i^qu^l afliduity and attention, have performed every duty 
through a long and fcvere feffion. The bu^efs of America 
' has engrofled the greateft part of their attention. Nothing 
ba$ been wanting on their part to ftrengthen the hands o? 
government ; they have voted the moft full and ample fup^ 
plies. Convinced of the juftice and neceffity of fecuring 
the fubordinate dependence of America, they have cheer- 
fully co-operated in every propofition for fecuring the duty 
of your Majefty's fubjefts in that country, and their obct 
dience to the legiflative power of Great Britain. Your 
Majefty's faithful Commons, whatever meafures may have> 
been taken for the fecurity of both, by a proper exertion 
of the ftrength of this country, do not wilh for conqueft, 
but for peace and conciliation. And, trufting to your Ma-. 
jefty's parental attention to the interefts of every part «f 
the empire, they have a full reliance on your Majefty's 
wifdom and goodnefs, that the prefent difputes with Ame- 
rica will be happily terminated, and peace eftablifhcd on fa 
firm a bufis as to prevent a return of tlie fame evil in timei 
to come. 

His Majefty, having pafled the bills, put an end to the 
feffion with the following fpeech : 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The conclufion of the public bufinefs, and the advanced 
feafon of the year, make it proper for me to give you 
feme recefs ; but I cannot put an end to this feffion without 
affiiring you, that the frefti inftances of your aiFeftionate 
jUtachment to me, and of your fteady attention and 
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adherence to the true interefts of your country, which you 
' have (hewn through the whole courfe of your important 
deliberations, afford me the higheft fatisfaflion. 

No alteration has happened in the flate of foreign affairs 
finice your meeting ; and it is with pleai'ure I inform you, 
that the affurances which I have received of the difpoiStions 
of the feveral powers in Europe, promife a continuance of 
the general tranquillity. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

It was with real regret and concern that I found myftlf 
under the necellity of aflcing of my faithful Commons any 
eictraordinarv fupplies : 1 thank you for the readiriefs and 
dil'patch with which they have been granted ; and they are 
the more acceptable to me, as jf©u have fliewn, in the 
manner of railing them, an €q«>|n'egard to the exigencies 
of the fervice, and the edfe of my people i and you may 
be aflured, that .the confidence you repole in rne fhall be 
ufcd with proper frugality, and applied only to the purpofes 
for which it was intended. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We are engaged in a great national caufe, the profecutioit 
of which mull inevitably be attended with many difficulties^ 
and much expence ; but when we conlidcrthat the elfential 
rights and interefts of the whole empire are deeply con- 
cerned in the ifTue of it, and can have no fafety or fecurity 
but in that conflitutional fiibordination for which we are 
contending, lam convinced that you will not think any 
price too high for the prefervalion of fuch objefts. 

I will flill entertain a hope that my rebellious fubjefts 
may be awakened to a fenfe of their errors ; and that, by 
a voluntary return to their duty, they will juftify me ia 
bringing about the favourite wilh of my hcart> the reltora- 
tion ot harmony and the re-eflablifhment of order and 
happin^fs in every part of my dominions. But if a due 
fubmiflion fhould not he obtained from fuch motiv'cji and 
fuch difpofilions on their part, 1 trufl that I fhall be able/ 
onder the blefling of Providence, to efFc£Vu:ite it by a full 
exertion of the great force with which you hd\e cntrufted 
me. 
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B/ accident the following fpeech was omitted^ uptn Sir James 
Lowther*s motion^ relative to the employing of foreign troops 
in the dependencies of Great Britain^ without the previous 
tohfent 9f Parliament, 

The Hoii. Temple LttttrelU who fpoke laft in tlie de- 
t)ate faid, be had no intention of detaining the Houie on 
ihatoccafion at fo late an hour of the night, but for his juft 
deceiving affuranccs from a worthy member near thedoor» 
who fuppofed he was quitting the Houfe without waiting a 
divifion, that if he would flay and attend to Mr. Attorney- 
General, it ^oiiid be impoilible to have another doubt left 
upon the legality of fuch a power as was now aflerted by the 
crowii. He hadj therefore, liftened with the moft earneft 
attention to that firft advocate of the bar, without the pro^ 
mifed conviftion; fo far from it, his arguments ferved but 
to confirm the doftrine laid down by the honourable Baronet 
who fo ably introduced this motion. He did believe, how- 
ever, that iif it were within the compafs of profeffional finefle, 
or florid eloquence, that gentleman, who fpoke laft, would 
have come off triumphant over all his fcruples ; was truly 
concerned, he could not be affifted with the lights of thit 
other great luminary of the law, Mr* Solicitor General, who, 
at the beginning of the evening, was, from eVery quarter of 
the Houfe, expefted to fhine forth with more than ufnal 
luftre. He thought that honourable member confidered 
himfelfas pledged to Parliament to maintain his former 
propofition on this topic, that his Majefty mi^ht not only, 
by virtue of his prerogative, introduce foreign troops into 
the dependencies of Great Britain without confulting the 
will of Parliament, but might do the fame into any of the 
fea-ports of this ifland, or even into the Tower of London. 
He could have told that honourable member, that previous 
to the Revolution, there were no ftanding forces ever 
known in this country, excepting the King's perfonal guards, . 
but which were conftantly kept as garrifons in fortreffes near 
our coafts. Here Mr. Luttrell drew a picture of the Solicitor 
fneaking (as he termed it) behind the Speaker's chair; 
and then proceeded to obferve on what had fallen from 
the feveral lawyers who, he faid, had ftruggled in this 
debate to uphold the mifchievous and unconftitutional 
tenets of adminiftration ; and applied a faying of Lewis 
the Twelfth of France, tliat lawyers do with their law 
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as fhoemakers do with their leather ; they pinch it, twift it, 
beat it, and ftretch it, till it fuits whatever meaiure they 
aim at : this was however a meafure none of the very inge- 
nious gentlemen of the long robe could bring the mott pliant 
leather of his layv exactly to fit. Even Mr. Attorney Gene* 
ral, who he muft, in juftice, allow to be the very Crifpin of 
his trade, had foiind it a job ultra crepidam. The honour- 
able member who made the motion^ and his friend near 
him [Governor Johnftone] who feconded him, had clearly 
Ihewn, that the ifttroduflion of foreign troops, without con- 
fent of Parliament, was ever confidered, in the Englilb laWj 
as contrary to the fundamental conftitutions of the realm: 

, proofs had been given, that it was expreflly fo declared in 
the reigns of our Edwards and Henries ; and ia late times, 
by the fpirit of the bill of rights : that thefe declarations 
were an affirmance of the law as it ftood in the time of 
wagna-charta ; which law was in being before the acceffion 
of the Plantagenets or Norman kings, and was probably 
eftabliihed in the Saxon reigns earlier than the days of the 
Confeflbr. A gentleman on the other fide of the Houfe had 
ended his fpeech with a curious exultation, " thank. God, 
the zeal of foreign troops is not wanting for the prefent war,^* 
Mr. Luttrell compared this critical conjunfture to the aera 

. of the Revolution, when King James the Second demanded 
the Scotch Dutch, but had been refufed by the States-Ge- 
neral, who anfwered, that they had granted them to crufh 
rebellion in the duke of Monmouth's revolt, but tlley Ihould 
>iever be ufed as inftruments to fubvert the liberties of Great 
Britain. 

1 am forry to learn, that our national troops, even the 

-guards in this capital^ are fo ready as the honourable gen- 
tleman tells you, to fpill the blood of their countrymen, 
armed in a caufe worthy of Britons. Recolleft the fiifl dawn 
of the glorious Revolution, which gave this diadem to the 
family of Brunfwick. Britifhfoldiers then held different 
maxims of military obligations in the land of civil liberty. 
I marvel that we have never voted in this Houfe the charge 
of a fuperb monumental column and infcription, to comme* 
niorate the patriotifm of the Earl of Litchfield's regiment 
in the year 1688, when they did more effential fervice to 
their country by laying down their arms, than any military 
corps couid ever boaft of in the field, accoutred at all points; 
they juftly preferred the civil and religious rights of\ their 
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country to the arbitrary mandates, of any monarch : they. 
Sir, thought, almoft to a man, with a noble military Peer 
in. the other Houfe of Parliament [Earl of Effingham} 
to whofe defert it w:ould be prefumption in me to attempt' 
to do juftice., with the brighteft colours of language 1 coula 
command : the ftrong fentiments of veneration for his char " 
rafter, with which 1 feel myfelf imprefled, go fomewliat 
nearer to pay him that tribute of gratitude which is due to 
him from every man who wjOies well to this. empire. He, 
Sir, confidered the duty of a good citizen to be paramount 
to that of a good foldier ; that his obedience to his fove- 
reign, however important, however facred, was but a fecon- 
dary confideration, his firji allegiance, \m firji fervice to* 
the public. 

We learn from Rapin, and other credible authorities, 
that, previous to the Revolution, a letter from the Prince 
of Orange to the officers of the Englifh army, and ano- 
ther from Admiral Herbert to the Englilh^ fleet, by his 
Jiighnefs's order, were printed and publiihed in London ; 
the defign of which was, to inform the army and navy of 
the true intentions of the Prince, and to reprefent to them, 
that, in being the King's inftrument to accomplifh his de- 
figns, they were labburing their own ruin : the officers, 
foidiers, and feanien, were conjured not to fuifer themfelves 
to be abufed by a falfe notion of honour, to ferve their 
King contrary to the manifeft intereft of their country. 
Thefe two letters (adds the hiftorian) had a wonderful 
efFeft upon officers, foldieis, and failors, fo that from this 
time they refolved not to draw their fwords in fo wrongful 
a (jqarrel. • la my opinion, nothing ought to be more fc- 
rioufly alarming to the fubjefts of this country, and its feve- 
ral dependencies, than to hear the modern language but 
too univerfaliy held both in public and private,, by our beft 
officers in the army : ** they, are obliged in honour to execute 
Implicitly the orders of their foyercign^ while they hold a com^ 
inijjion under him!''' \ maintain, Sir, that every military 
qomiffion to ferve in the Britifh army, whether m foreign 
pr donieftic employ, is from their country, though the no- 
mination depends imiijediately on the Sovereign, as the 
executive head of the ftate : and when a King of Great , 
Britain bellows any commiffion whatever, and on vvhom- 
foever it may be, from a iield-marflial to an enfigii, it is 
virtually with the fanie implied terms which were lb nobly 
cxpr^flTed by one of the moft enterprifing, as well as one 
of the moft humane and wifeft of the Roman emperors : 

^'TakQ 



